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SERMON  I. 


The  tendency  of  the  Conftitution  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland  to  form  the  temper, 
fpirit,  and  charadler,  of  her  Minifters. 

By  Alexander  Carlyle,  D.  D. 

Preached  at  the  opening  of  the  Synod  of  Lothian 
and  Tweeddale,  May  y.  1767. 

PsAL.  xlviii.  12.  13. 

Walk  about  Zion^  and  go  round  about  her :  tell 
the  towers  thereof.  Mark  ye  well  her  btil- 
warks^  confider  her  palaces  ;  that  ye  may  tell 
it  to  the  generation  following. 


IT  is  an  important  queftion,What  effe^l  mo¬ 
ral  caufes  have  in  forming  the  characters 
of  men  ?  fince  on  that  depend  the  utility 
and  excellence  of  laws  and  inftitutions.  For 
if  natural  caufes  folely,  or  chiefly,  operate  on 
the  human  mind  ;  if  men  are  formed  like 
plants,  by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  and  the  ferti¬ 
lity  of  the  foil ;  the  labours  of  the  fage  arid 
and  the  legillator  are  in  vain  :  but  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  they  can  be  moulded  by  difciplirie 
and  laws,  and  may  attain  to  dignity  and  virtue 
by  the  force  of  wife  inftitutions,  the  beft  fervice 
that  can  pofllby  be  done  them,  is  to  bring  them 
under  the  power  of  good  government,  or  to 
VoL.  n.  A  preferve 
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preferve  it  among  them  when  already  eha- 
blifhed. 

-  It  is  with  a  view  to  this  queftion,  that  I  pro- 
..pofe,  in  this  difcouiTe,  to  conlider  the  confti- 
iption  of  the  church  of  Scotland  ;  not  as  it  is 
founded  in  the  word  of  God,  or  as  it  is  agree- 
,able  to  the  plan  of  the  primitive  times;  more 
important  propofitions  flill,  which  have  often 
i-eceived  as  much  illuftration,  and  been  con¬ 
firmed  with  as  much  proof,  as  the  nature  of 
the  thing  would  admit  ;  but  only  in  certain 
points,  as  it  is  connefled  with  fociety,  and  as 
its  external  laws  and  regulations,  that  are  of 
-hunaan,  invention,  have  ,  a  tendency  to  form 
the  temper,  charadfer,  and  fpirit  of  its  mem¬ 
bers.  The  goodnefs  of  its  inftitiuions,  in  this 
rerpecl,  h  fliall  beg  leave  to  confider  as  the 
toivfrSi  biihvark's,  and pnlacss  of  oiir  Zion,  which 
help, at  once  to  protedl  and  adorn  her;  which 
will  recommend  her  to  the  love  and  reverence 
of  all  her  fons  ;  and  prove,  by  one  argument 
more,  that,  even  in  her  outward  fabric,  Ihe 
is  hot  unworthy  of  that  'wifdom  -which  cometh 
from  above. 

My  Heverend  Fathers  and  Brethren,  I  hope, 
W'ill  forgive  me,  for  attempting  a  fubjedl,  which 
1  humbly  apprehend  becomes  me  better,  than 
if  1  held  up  a  model  for  their  behaviour  as  mi- 
nifters  of  Chrift  ;  which  has  often  been  done 
by  mafierly  hands,  on  fuch  occafions.  I  am 
fure  they  will  hear  me  with  candour  on  points 
with  refpedt  to  which  1  may  be  fo  liable  to 
miftake ;  and  on  which  1  fhall,  neverthelefs, 

fpeak 


to  form  her  Mhilfcers  chafafters^ 

fpeak  with  freedom,  prompted  by  the  love  of 
my  own  order,  and  veneration  for  this  church. 

in  difcourfing  of  this  fubjeef  to  an  audience 
of  another  kind,  i  fliould  hrffe  delineate  the  - 
conftitucion  of  this  church,  as  conilfting  of 
ditTci’ent  orders,  formed  into  fubordinate  ju¬ 
dicatories,  with  all  tire  powers  of  governmciU 
fo  equally  and  properl)' divided,  as  to  make  <£ 
republic  of  no  imperfect  kind,  hut  this  is  fo- 
well  underitood  by  my  lleverend  hearci's,  that 
it  would  be  impertinent  in  me  to  confume  their 
time  upop, it. 

It  fliall  therefore  be  the  chief  objeft  of  this 
difeourfe,  to  fliew  the  tendency  of  the  conili- 
tution  of  the  church  of  Scotland  to  form  the 
tcuaper,  'fprrit,  and  character  of  her  members. 
And  this,  by  the  bleiling  of  God,  I  ihall  en¬ 
deavour  to  point  out  in  three  material- inlfances,, 
that  refpeef  them  as  minifters,  as  Britons,  and 
as  mep.  For  I  will  fhew,  in  the 

i//  place.  The  tendency  of  our  eeclefiaftlcal 
cjouftitiuion,  to  preferve  good  morals,  and 
purity  of  doftrine,  , 

'idly.,  Its  tendency  to  infpire  us  with  the  love 
of  liberty,  and  i  the  free  government  of  our 
country,  ^ 

'^dly.  Its  tendency  to  form  the  perfonal  cha¬ 
racter  of  its  members. 

.  ,  L-  I  AM,yf/yf,  To  fhew  the  tendency  of  our 
ccclefiafticai  conftitution  to  preferve  good  mo- 
ijals,  and  purity  of  doctrine. 

The.apoflle  Paul,  fpeaking  of  the  miniflers- 
A  2  of, 
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of  the  gofpel, ,  requires  it  as  their  firft  quality, 
that  they  be  blamelefs,  or  irreproachable,  i 
Tim.  iii.  2. ;  fu^i'  this  I'eafon,  no  doubt,  left  die 
people,  to  defend  themfelvcs  from  their  re¬ 
bukes  or  cezifures,  fhould  fay,  Phyjicimiy  heal 
thyfelf!  a  reproach,  thatj  whenever  it  falls 
with  juftice,  takes  from  them  all  liberty  of 
fpeech,  and  obliges  them  to  tolerate  vice,  and 
to  fear  the  vicious.  For  though  their  charac¬ 
ter  and  miflion  is  independent,  of  the  merit  of 
their  lives,  yet  the  bulk  of  mankind  are  neik 
ther  refined  nor  equitable  enough  to  make  this 
diftintftion  j  but  when  thepdefpife  a'raah’s  pri¬ 
vate  addons,  they  will  delpife- bis  public  mini* 
ftrations  too* 

In  other  churches,  tll«  pomp  and  fplendor 
of  worlhip,  the  power  and  dignity  of  the  fupe- 
3’ior  clergy,  and  their  temporal  wealth  and 
dominion,  will  preferve  influence  and  refpedfc 
to  their  order,  even  after  corruption’ "of  man¬ 
ners  Ivas  crept  in  among  them.  '-  But  the  mem¬ 
bers  of.  this  church,,  without  dignities,  with¬ 
out  power,  without  wealth  and  dominion, 
hold  their  afeendant.  over  the^- minds  of  men, 
only  by  their  viirtue  and  abilfties*'  •  ^ 

And  happy  is  it  for  ms,  that, -being  men  of 
like  frailty  with  others,  we  are  laid  under-  the 
reftraint  of  difeipline  :  A  difcipline  by  the  laws 
of  the  realm  ftill  vefted  in  this  church,  by 
■which  file  can  not  only  exclude  from  her  higheft: 
privileges  fuch  of  her  lay-members  as  lead  vi¬ 
cious  and  diforderly  lives,  but  entirely  expel 
fuch  corrupt  ccclefiaftics  as  bring  difgrace  Upon 
ihcir  order  j  a  difcipline  that,  though  ftrict  irv 

its 


t'o'  form  lier  Minifters  charaAers.  ^ 

its  own  nature,  yet  is  mild  and  gentle  in  its  ex-^ 
ccution  ;  for  the  cenforial  power  is  committed* 
to  the  moft  fubordinatc  court  that  has  jurifdic- 
tion  over  the  clergy ;  its  infpe^fion  is  near,  its* 
vigilance  perpetual  j  and,  by  giving  check  to^ 
the  firft  appearance  of  faults,  it  prevents  their' 
growing  into  crimes. 

By  the  nature  of  our  conftitution,  there  is* 
little  danger  that  the  Church  Ihould  become  re-^ 
mifs  in  the  exercife  of  her  difcipline  :  for  fhe- 
depends  on  that,  in  a  great  meafure,  for  the - 
cfteem  fhe  has  in  the  world,  and  for  her  influ¬ 
ence  over  the  people,  to  whom  the  lift;  appeal- 
is  made  in  the  trials  of  a  candidate  for  the  mi*- 
niftry  i  for  they  are  at  liberty  to  objeft  to  his 
morals  or  his  dodlrine  ;  fo  that  the  virtue  and’ 
credit  of  her  members  are  deeply  interefted  in^ 
the  execution  of  it*  Her  difcipline  is  ftill  fur-’ 
ther  fecured  by  this  means,  that  as  there  is  a 
perfe^  equality  among- all  thofe  in  whom  the 
cenforial  power  is  veiled,  the  conne6tion  of 
protection’ and  dependence,  which  has  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  fcreen  faults,  and  to  flatter  vices,  can-- 
not  take  place  j-  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  jea-- 
loufy  and  rivalfhip  of  a  republican  fpirit,  wilL 
never  fail  to'favour  the  flriCl  execution  of  the- 
laws* 

What  hhave  faid  with  refpeCl  to  the  morals^' 
of  the  clergy,  extends  alfo  to  the  duties  of  the' 
paftoral  oflace,  the  diligent  execution  whereof 
is  committed-  to  the  fame  watchful  care.  It 
likewife  applies  todoClrine,  the  purity  of  which* 
it  is  neceflTary  to  fecure.  For  as  the  minds  of' 
?  A  3  men' 
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mep  are  not  formed  to  think  exa<Slly  in  the 
ffime  manner  on  all  points,  and  as  the  love  of 
Ungularity,  or  diftindlion,  might  carry  them 
far,  were  they  at  liberty  to  give  vent  to  their 
peculiar  opinions,  it  is  a  wife  rehraint,  that 
confines  our  public  teachings  within  certain  li¬ 
mits  prefcribed  by  the  church.  Hard  as  this 
may  feem, 'to  bear  on-  liberty  of  confcience, 
there  cannot  be  a  national  church  without  it  j. 
for  if  full  freedom  was  allowed  to  the  extrava¬ 
gant-fancies  of  men,  they  would  ,fpon  divide,, 
and  branch  out  into  'a  thoufand  different  fe^ts. 
It  is  neceffary  too,  that  the  inagiftrate,  who  is. 
to  protect  the  public  religion,  fhould  know, 
what, it  is,  and  have  it  clearly  defined. 

But  it  may,  perhaps,  be  objected  to  what  I 
have  faid  on  this  point,  that  the  fafl  Is  again  ft 
me  j  and  that  our  difcipiine,  which  1  have  re- 
prefented  to  be  of  fo  much  utility,  and  of  lb 
much  force,  has,  in  reality,  loff  its  effeft. 
This  I  cannot  think  clear,  by  any  means  :  for 
k  is  much  more  prpbable,  that  the  complaint& 
on  this  head  Ikould  take  their  rife  from  that- 
peevifh  humour,  which,  in  every  age,  leads 
xhen  to  depreciate  the  worth  and  virtue  of  the 
prefent  times,  when  compared  to  the  former; 
or  to  a  fpirlt  of  failion,  to  an  alteration  of 
manners,  or  to  fome  other  lefs  obvious  fource  ; 
than  that  our  conffitution  of  government,  with-> 
out  any  vifible  caufe,  fhould  have  loft  its  vi¬ 
gour,  or  the  principles  I  have  mentioned  no 
longer  operate  on  the  human  mind.. 

But,  my  Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren,  let 

us 
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us  look  round  U5  into  the  world,  and  wc 
fliall  do  ourfelves  therjuftice  that  the  reft  of 
mankind  are  willing  to  do  us  ;  for,  in  this  re- 
fpecft,  there' are  no  eccleliaftics  that  ftand  high¬ 
er  in  the  general  efteem,  than  the  clergy  of 
the  church  of  iScotland.  And,  in  faift,  after 
all  the  complaints  that  have  been  made  of  de¬ 
generacy,  and  corruption  of  morals,  of  what 
crimes  have  they  been  guilty  ?  Of  what  kind, 
and  of  what  number  have  they  be^  convifted^ 
What  order  of  men  can  boaft  of  fo  many  mem¬ 
bers  whofe  characfters  are  unfullied  even  with 
the  imputation  of  crimes  ?  They  are  not  an¬ 
gels,  but  men.:  they  cannot  boaft  of  perfett 
innocence  and  virtue  ;  they  do  not  pretend  to' 
an  exemption  from  the  infirmities  of  human 
nature ;  and  if,  now  and  then,  a  man  of  like 
pnjft&ns  ’With  others,  has  yielded  to  the  force' 
of  temptation,  knd  fuftercd  the  juft  punifhment 
prefcribed  by  the  laws  of  the  cluirch,  is  not 
this  a  ftronger  proof  of  the  goodnefs  of  our 
difcipline,  than  of  the  licentioufnefs  of  our 
morals? 

If  fome  guilty  perlons' have  efeaped,  is  that 
to  be  imputed  to  the  corruption  of  our  coiu’ts, 
rather  than,  to  the  imperfection  of  all  human 
tribunals?  Are  not  the  eflential  forms  of  trial 
to  be  obferved,  without  which .  the  innocent 
could  not  be  fafe  ?  For  what  crime  has  any 
perfon  been  tried  and  acquitted  of  late,  before 
^  Gur  judicatories,  of  fo  deep  a  dye,  as  ithvould 
be  for-  a  member  of  our-  fupreme  court,  *  in  his 
capacity-of  a  judge  ot  juryman,  to  decide  in  a 
i'-'-  particular 
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particular  cafe,  upon  impreffions  of  characler 
received  out  of  doors,  or  on  his  own  general 
ideas  of  expediency  and  public  good  ? 

Nor  can  I  readily  admit,  that  our  difcipline 
has  of  late  grown  niore  remifs,or  that  the  mo¬ 
rals  of  the  clergy  are  now  lefspure,  than  in  ear¬ 
lier  periods  of  this  church.  For  without  lay¬ 
ing  any  ftrefs  on  the  general  obfervation,  that, 
great  crimes  are  leaft  frequent  in  periods  of  re¬ 
finement,  when  mens  minds  are  foftened  by 
the  progrefs  of  knowledge  and  the  arts,  and 
brought  under  habitual  reftraint  by.the  ftabili-- 
ty  of  legal  government  j  I  apprehend,  that  the 
complaints  on  this  head  may  be,  in  a  great* 
meafure,  accounted  for,  by  attending  to  a  plain 
diftinftion  between  manners  and  morals. 

Ignorance  and  fuperftition,  from  age  to  age, 
have  fixed  on  things  quite  indifferent  in  their- 
own  nature,  and,  by  damping  on  them  the  cha-, 
m^lers  of  vice  and- virtue,  have  rendered  it  ex¬ 
tremely  eafy  for  the  artful  and  defigningto  im- 
pofe  upon  mankind,  and  raife  a  chararier  of 
fan^lity,  at  the  fmall  expence  of  being  rigid 
and  exa6l  in  trifles,  that  have  no  connection 
with  religion  or  morality  *,  like  the  Pharifees  of 
old,  who  paid  /z/i’rr  of  viint^  anife^  and  cummin , 
but  negle^ed  the  'weightier  matters  of  the  lawy 
judgement^  mercy^.and f aith.  But  the  increafe 
of  knowledge,  and  the  progrefs  of  fociety,  have 
reftored  many  of  thefe  artificial  virtues  and  vi¬ 
ces  to  their  own  clafs  again  sand  while  religion 
and  virtue  have,  in  reality,  gained  by  this  alte¬ 
ration  of  manners,  the  ignorant  and  fuperfti- 

tious, 
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ti'oiis,  (for  there  are  fome  in  all  ages),  continue 
ftill  to  think  them  of  the  fame  importance  as 
before,  and  judge  of  cbaractei:s  by  the  falfe 
ftandard  of  former  times. 

What  then  is  called  mannei*s,  in  general,  or 
even  the  decorum  of  a  particular  charadfer,  are 
iK)t  properly  the  objedls  of  laws  and  difcipline. 
No  rules  can  be  preferibed  for  modes  that  are 
changing  every  day,  no  ftandard  can  be  hxed 
for  what  is  fltifting  continually  ;  but  every  per- 
Ibn  muft  be  left  to  the  corrections  of  ridicule 
and  contenapt  from  the  world,  which  are  al¬ 
ways  applied  to  fiUgularity,  afFeClation,  and  in* 
decency.  Yet,  even  in  this  refpeCt,  the  mini- 
fters  of  this  church  are  aided  by  her  inhitu- 
tions :  for  this  fpecles  uf  faults,  though  not 
fubjeCls  of  law,  are  liable  to  the  private  ad- 
m'biiitions,  and'fraternal  rebukes,  of  the  cen- 
Ibrlal  power;  ■  '  ; 

So  far  theh^as  laws  anif  regulations,  and  the 
reftraints  of" 'difcipline,  conduce  to  make  men 
virtuous, ‘bl'  to  keep  them  fo,  the  conflitution 
of  the  church  of  Scotland  has  been  wifely  fra¬ 
med.  '  ' 

J.; ;  :  :ii;  n.  . 

II.  T  f  libcrEEOi  in  the place, To  Ihew  Its 
tendency' to  Infpife  us  with  the  love  of  liberty,' 
and  the  free  government  of  our  country. 

Belides  the  feritlments  natural  to  a  Briton 
born  fi'bce  liberty  was  eftablifhed  by  law  ;  be- 
lMes;'*difc  liberal  education' of  clergymen,  and' 
theif  early  a^Cq'u'aiiitante  tvdth  thofe  books  of 
autiduity'  mankind  with  elevated 

"■  thoughts^ 
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thoughts,  and  the  love  of  freedom  which 
reigned  in  the  ftcite  of  focieiy  they  defcribe  ; 
there  are  circuraihinccs  peculiar  tathis  church, 
which  muft  endear  the  tree  comlitution  of  their 
country  more  to  her  n-fembers  than  to  other 
men. 

When  the  reformation  was  firfl  attempted  in 
Scotland,  under  that  form  which  is  now  elfa- 
blidied,  and  which  had  the  inclinations  of  the  ^ 
people  in  ev^ery  age  ;  it  was  not  only  for  ,the 
rights  of  confciencc  that  our  forefathers  Ifriig- 
gled  and  fought,  but  for  the  rights  of  men  : 
they  made  war  not  only  on  priefts,  but  on  ty¬ 
rants  ;  and  when  they  conquered,  they  elda- 
blifhed  civil  liberty,  as  the  only  guardian  of  true 
rclialon.  The  hard  otmtentions  of  the  times 
had,  of  tliemfeives,  a  tendency  to  roufe  and 
enlarge  the  mind  *,  and  being  engaged  againlV 
the  fame  enemies,  and  involved  in  one  com¬ 
mon  caufc  with  the  patriots,  in  every  period  of 
our  hiftory,  the  Prefbyterians  appeared  fhre* 
nuoiis  aflertors  of  the  liberties  of  mankind,  and 
of  their  country.  On  the  other  hand,  during 
all  the  efforts  of  illegal  power,  our  church,  as 
one  of  the  moft  determined  and  formidable  foes 
oftyranny  and  tyrants,  was  fare  to  feel  the  hrft 
effects  of  their  wrath  •,  at  leaff,  examples  of  le¬ 
nity  were  fo  rare,  tha.t  die  was  not  deceived  in¬ 
to  the  falfe  confidence  that  fuch  flattering  fuf- 
penfions  of  hoftility  were  ciefigned  to  produce. 

And  not  only  are  the  members  of  this  church 
excited  to  the  love  of  liberty,,  by  their  attach¬ 
ment  to  their  friends,  and  their  avrerilon  to 

their 
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their  enemies  ;  but  our  very  mode  of  govern- 
'nient,  and  its  genius  and  fpirit,  muft  form  the 
mind  to  liberty,  independent  of  the  conneclion 
of  interefts,  or  our  attachment  to  the  Illuftrious 
Family  on  the  throne,  and  our  gratitude  for  the 
many  blefllngs  we  have  derived  from  them;  fore¬ 
quality,  which  is  the  foundation  of  freedom,  is 
the  foundation  of  our  ecclefiaftical  conhitution 
too  ;  and  the  fpirit  of  democracy  is  fo  entirely 
preferved  in  all  its  inllltutions,  laws,  and  forms, 
that  none  of  her  members  can  poflibly  be  fub- 
jecls  of  any  other  than  a  free  ftate. 

But  this  is  a  quality  that  our  church  has  al¬ 
ways  been  owned  to  polTefs  ;  and  to  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree,  that  her  enemic-s  have  endeavoured  to  re. 
prefent  it  as  one  of  the  werft  of  her  faults.  For 
it  was  long  objefted  to  the  Prefbyterians,  that 
they  were  of  fuch  a  turbulent  and  feditious  fpi¬ 
rit,  fo  violent  and  faffious,  as  to  be  incapable 
of  rule,  and  particularly  incompatible  with  mo¬ 
narchical  government,  fuch  as  that  of  Britain 
has  ever  been.  But  on  ftrift  inquiry,  this  ve¬ 
ry  complaint  will  be  found  to  conduce  to  thcii* 
praife  ;  For  in  what  times  wet’e  they  turbulent 
and  feditious  ?  Only  in  the  times  of  tyranny  ; 
when  to  fubmit,  was  to  d-egrade  human  na¬ 
ture  ;  when  to  be  peaceable,  was  to  be  a  Have. 
But,  under  the  government  of  laws,  with  a 
race  of  kings  on  the  throne  who  have  aflerfed 
and  enlarged,  not  encroached  on  the  rights  of 
mankind,  no  church  in  the  world  has  been 
more  obedient,  or  more  loyal.  Witnefs  her 

condu^l 
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condudl  in  every  period  of  danger  to  the  ftate ; 
witnefs  her  unfliaken  attachment,  her  a£live 
zeal,  in  the  rebellions  that  have  of  late  torn  the 
bowels  of  our  country. 

Before  the  principles  of  toleration,  that  do 
fo  much  honour  to  the  laft  age,  were  eftablifh- 
cd,  the  church  of  Scotland  was,  no  doubt,  of¬ 
ten  feized  with  a  fpirit  of  violence  againlf  other 
denominations  of  Chriftians,  that,  had  fhe 
been  iingular  in  that  refpeiSt,  would  have  juffly 
rendered  her  an  object  of  averlion.  But  this 
was  far  from  being  the  cafe  :  flie  v/as  not,  in 
this  point,  more  ignorant,  or  more  fevere, 
than  her  neighbour-churches  j  and  having  often 
felt  the  heavieft  hand  of  perfecution,  it  was  no 
wonder  that  flie-was  fometimes  violent  and  un¬ 
relenting  in  her  turn.  But  for  half  a  century 
paft,  fince  the  minds  of  men  have  become  calm 
and  fteady  under  a  legal  government,  and 
fince  the  ardent  zeal  of  enthufiafm  has  given 
place  to,  or  been  tempered  by,  the  benign 
principle  of  Chriftian  charity,  the  church  of 
Scotland  has  demonftrated  the  ti'uth  of  that 
pofition  of  a  great  author,  Tliat  uniformity 
“  is  an  idea  of  weak  and  vulgar  minds for- 
in  fubmiffion  to  the  laws,  in  loyalty  to  the 
crown,  and  in  liberal  and  generous  fentiments 
to  thofe  who  difter  front  her,  Ihe  is  outdone 
by  no  church  in  the  world. 

In  this  view,  the  church  of  Scbtland  may  be 
confidered  as  of  great  utility  to  the  public  ;  for 
without  power  or  temporality  to  make  her  dan-- 
j^erous,  Ihe  breeds  a  fet  of  men  with  principles 
1  of 
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of  freedom,  who,  a»R;ing  in  a  body,  and  having 
an  afcendant  over  the  minds  of  the  people, 
muft,  while  unfeduced,  and  uncorriipted,  be 
one  of  the  bulwarTcs  of  the  flate.  Before  the 
happy  sera  of  the  union,  the  commons  of 
Scotland,  led  by  attachment  to  tlieir  chiefs,  or 
prompted  by  religious  zeal,  appeared  often  in- 
•deed  in  the  field  on  the  fide  of  liberty  ;  but 
it  was  a  liberty  they  neither  enjoyed  nor  un- 
derftood.  And  on  account  of  certain  unto¬ 
ward  circumftances  that  relate  to  the  bafis  of 
government  in  this  country,  the  diftindl  fenfc 
apd  knowledge  of  civil  and  political  liberty,  has 
not  difiufed  itfelf  fo  far  among  them  as  might 
have  been  expected.  But  the  clergy  of  this 
church,  fully  fenfible  of  the  bleflings  we  enjoy, 
and  well  infi:ru«fled  in  the  nature  of  govern¬ 
ment,  in  Ibmc  degree  compen-fate  for  this  de¬ 
feat;  for  they  fill  up  the  middle  rank  between 
the  commons  and  their  fuperiors,  and,  in  their 
intercourfe  with  the  people,  fail  not  to  imprefs 
them  with  juft  ideas  of  the  rights  of  men  and 
of  Britons,  and  to  infpire  them  with  that  love 
of  the  public  which  binds  tlvem  to  their  coun¬ 
try.  While  they  retain  their  character  for 
piety  and  good  iporals,  they  will  not  abufe  this 
influence  over  the  people;  when  they  depart 
from  it,  and  become  vicious  and  corrupt,, 
they  will  no  longer  be  believed. 

ni.  But  I  proceed,  . in  the  third  place.  To 
point  out  the  tendency  of  our  ecclefiaftical  con- 
VoL.  II.  B  ftitudon 
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ftitution  to  form  the  perfonal  characters  of 
its  members. 

It  is  thought,  that  all  men  receive  a  certain 
caftjOr  turn  of  character,  from  their  profeflion, 
and  manner  of  life ;  and,  fo  far  as  this  influ¬ 
ence  extends,  it  is  of  importance  what  direction 
it  takes.  It  muft:  be  owned,  that  there  are 
fome  general  prepofleflions  againft  the  clerical 
profeflion,  as  unfavourable  to  certain  amiable 
and  manly  qualities,  and  as  giving  fo  deep  a 
tlnfture  to  the  very  virtues  that  belong  to  it, 
that  the  piety  of  churchmen  is  believed  to  bor¬ 
der  on  hypocrify,  their  morals  oa  aufterity, 
their  learning  on  pedantry,  and  their  zeal  for 
religion  and  the  good  of  mankind  to  be,  for 
the  mofl;  pai't,  alTumed  as  a  pretence  to  aid  or 
ito  cover  their  pride  and. ambition.  But  I  api 
of  opinion,  that  the  tendency  of  the  conflitu- 
■  tion  of  our  church,  not  only  obviates  thefe  ge¬ 
neral  objections,  but  alfo  that  it  has  force  e- 
‘  nough  to  form  a  very  refpeClable  character; 
and,  in  particular,  that  admitting  fome  few  pe- 
.  culiay  difadvantages  to  which  her  miniflers  are 
.liable,  there  are  not,  on  the  whole,  many  or¬ 
ders  of  men,  and  no  clergymen  of  any  deno¬ 
mination,  whofe  functions  and  manner  of  life 
are  better  fuited  than  theirs  to  produce  a  fpirit 
of  independency,  or  to  exercife  and  ftrengthen 
fome  of  the  belt  faculties  and  aftejCtions  of  the 
mind. 

If  it  be  true,  that  it  belongs  to  the  righteoys^ 
and  the  free,  to  be  bold  as  a  lion,  the  minifter 
of  this  church  muft  derive  fortitude  and  eleva¬ 
tion 
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tion  of  mind  from  the  caufes  already  mention¬ 
ed.  His  very  manner  of  obtaining  a  living, 
never  by  purchafe,  feldo'm  by  perfonal  applica*- 
tion  ;  the  confcioufnefs  of  being  well  qualified 
for  the  office,  after  having  had  his  abilities  and 
morals  feverely  tried  ;  together  with  that  equa¬ 
lity  of  rank  with  the  fathers  of  the  church,  to 
which  he  is  at  once  admitted  ;  tend,  in  the  be¬ 
ginning,  to  infpire  him  with  manly  and  gene¬ 
rous  fentiments  :  and  the  natural  effeCl  of  the 
pafloral  employment,  in  which  he  is  afterwards 
engaged,  is  to  raife,  and  not  deprefs  the  fpiric. 
He  has  made  choice  of  a  profeffion,  which, 
though  not  opulent,  is  liberal ;  he  has  entered 
into  a  ftate,  which,  though  not  improvcable,  is 
independent.  Without  the  habits  that  con- 
traCl  the  heart,  without  the  views  that  enflave 
the  mind,  the  member  of  this  church  therefore 
refts  his  hopes,  in  this  world,  On  perfonal  dif- 
tinClions  alone  •,  on  his  talents,  his  learning,  or 
his  virtue. 

In  other  churches,  the  great  power  and 
wealth  of  dignified  clergymen,  no  doubt,  throw 
a  fplendor  on  the  whole  body,  and  may  often 
he  ftrong  incentives  to  a  noble  and  manly  am¬ 
bition  :  blit  as  they  leave  the  bulk  of  the  order 
at  fo  great' a  difiahe^  and  make  preferment  a 
confiant  obyeCf  of  attention,  it  maybe  queftion- 
ed,  how  far  they  are  favourable  to  fome  of  the 
beft  qualities  of  the  mind.  In  our  church,  e- 
quality  of  rank,  whatever  inconveniencies  may 
'  otherwife'  attend  it,  'effeClually  pi'cvents  the 
growth  of  fome  kind  of  vices  j  for  every  one  of 
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her  Tons  (Vanding  on  the  fame  p^round  with  an¬ 
other,  looks  neither  down  with  foilidloufncf?, 
nor  up  with  adulation. 

The  part,  bcliJes,  that  every  clergyman  of 
this  church. engages  in,  whenever  he  isiprdala.- 
ed,  not  only  to  teach,  but  to  rule,  mull  hrengih- 
cn  and  invigorate  the  mind.  For  though  the 
objevSts  may  appear  but  fmail  in.  comparifon 
with  the,  great  alFairs  of  civil  government  ;  yet 
the  fame  talents  are  exerted,  the  fame  affec¬ 
tions  and  paffions  are  exercifedj  the  fame 
yjowers  and  energies  of  mind  a.rg  employed,  in 
church-courts,  as  in  others. ,  And  in  the  free¬ 
dom  of  debate,  in  the  buille  of  popular  aflem- 
blies,  in  all  applications  to  men,  force  and  fpirit 
are  improved  more,  than  in  any  other  exercife  j 
and  the  faculties  of  the  foul  are  not  only  vvhet- 
ytd,  but  enlarged,  It  is  more  than  probable,, 
that  our  fituation  will  ever  prevent  us  from  ex¬ 
celling  in  elegance  of.  behaviour,  in  poliflied 
manners,,  or  in  graceful  accomplilhments;  nor 
is  it  of  much  importance  that  we  fhould..  But 
if  we  do  not  attain  thofe  better  qualities,  that 
enable  a  man  to  adl  a  vigorous  and  independ¬ 
ent  part,  whenever  his  ovyn  o.pinions  and  affec¬ 
tions,  or  the  public  good,  (hall  engage  him,  we 
are  without  excufej  for  no  churchmen  were  e- 
ver  placed  in  a  (ituation  of  more  advantage  for 
acquiring  them.  We  hand  at  pi'efent,  as  I  ap¬ 
prehend,  diftinguifhed,  as  a  body  of  men,  for 
fome  of  the  qualities,  I  have  .mentioned.  Piety, 
good  morids,  and  fidelity  in  his  office,  are  in- 
difpenfable  In  a  miaiff  er  but  without  a  free  and 

independent 
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independent  mind,  he  will  want  one  of  the  befb 
and  inoft  effedual  guards  to  his  virtues.  i 

An  eminent  author  has  afcribed  certain  pe¬ 
culiar  vices  to  the  clergy,  which,  he  fays,  are 
derived  from  their  profeflion,  and  manner  of 
life,  in  fo  much  as  to  juftify,  in  a  great  degree* 
the  trite  maxim.  That  “  priefts  of  all  religions^ 
“  are  the  fame,”  and  tend  naturally  to  dcftroy 
the  candour  and  ingenuity  of  their  tempers,  to 
render  their  probity  for  the  mofl  part  fufpici-' 
ous,  and  to  make  them  dangerous  to  civil  go¬ 
vernment.  '  Now  as  thefe  reflexions  coincide 
but  too  much  with  the  prepofleffions  of  many,, 
and  as  religion  itfelf  may  fufter  by  fuch  impu¬ 
tations  upon  her  minifters,  it  will  not  be  im¬ 
proper  to  fliew,  that  this  charge  does  not  ap¬ 
ply  to  the  members  of  this  church,  and  that 
our  conftitution  itfelf  obviates  thefe  general  ob- 
jeXions. 

The  charaXeriftical  vices  of  clergymen  that 
he  chiefly  dwells  upon,  are  hypocrify,  ambi-- 
tion,  and  pride.  **  To  hypocrify,”  he  alledges,. 
**  they  are  inclined  •,  becaufe,  being  drawn  from 
‘‘  the  common  mafs  of  mankind,  they  will  ei- 
ther  have  no  great  turn  for  devotion ;  or, 
"  were  they  ever  fO  good,  to  fapport  the  cha- 
^  raXer  of  their  profeflion,  and  to  impofe  up- 
“  on  mankind,  they  mufl:  appear  to  be  flill 
“  better  than  they  are.”  But  our  church  is  fo 
happily  conftituted,  that  this  objeXiop  does  not 
apply  to  her  members; 

For  admitting  that  the  reftraints  of  difcipllne 
might  give  check  to  the  natural  charaXer,, 
B  3  were- 
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■frere  they  to  operate  alone  ;  yet,  when,  they  are 
counterafted  by  the  principles  of  freedom,  and 
the  fpii'it  of  independency,  which  !  have  fhewn 
to  belong  in  a  remarkable  manner  to  the  mi- 
nifters  of  this  chnrch,  they  cannot  poflibly  o* 
verpower  the  candour  and  ingenuity  of  the 
mind.  Our  republican  form  of  government, 
tvhich  expoles  every  man’s  charadler  and  con¬ 
duct  to  be  nearly  infpeffed  by  his  equals  j  our 
contentions  in  church-courts,,  where  our  ta¬ 
lents  and  paffions-  are  fufficiently  employed  ;> 
prevent  both  the  inclination  and  i he  power  of 
irapollng  a  feigned  charadter  on  the  public.. 
Our  early  and  conftant  intercourfe  with  the 
world,  our  daily  communications  w’iih  o'ur 
people,  the  llmplicity  of  ourworlhip,  and,  per¬ 
haps,  even  the  flight  diftindllon  of  drefs  be¬ 
tween  us  and.  other  men,  are, all  circumflances 
that  difqualify  us  for  adting  the  , part  of  impoit- 
brs. 

■  Nor  is  this  all :  For  if -artifice  and  difguifb 
were  attempted,  they  would  now  meet  with  but 
a  cold  reception.  Superflition  and  monachifm 
having  been  long  banifhed  from  Fioteftant 
churches,  the  charadter  of , a  clergyman  that  is 
tnoft  beloved  and  refpeaed  an>ongfl  us,  is  that 
which  is  moft  amiable. and  refpedlable.  The 
arts  of  popularity  may,  no  doubt,  fometimes  be 
tried,  and  particular  prejudices  and  weaknelTes 
of  the  people  may  be  applied  to  :  but  thefe  arts 
cannot  long  be  fuccefsful., ,  The  other  parts  of 
a  man’s  condudf  that  are.  inc.onfiflent  with  “his 

tins  and  his  pretences, .being  expofed  to  the  near 
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inrpe^tion  of  familiarity,  and  ihe  vigilance  of 
rivallhip,  will  foon  betray  or  deteff  his  real 
charaffer.  Popular  virtues  only,  can  always 
retain  the  love  and  efteem  of  the  people.  Aa 
unfeigned  piety,  a  tender  humanity,  diligence 
in  the  paftoral  office,  integrity  and  candour,  li¬ 
berality  of  mind  j  ftcadinefs  of  conduiV,  unifor¬ 
mity  of  zeal ;  thefe  are  the  qualities  that  render 
a  man  a  popular  and  refpe^fable  minifter  of  this 
church.  And  thefe,  I  hope,  we  do  not  in  ge¬ 
neral  need  to  feign,  to  pleafe  our  people,  of 
hnpole  upon  mankind. 

With  as  little  force  can  the  charge  of  ambi¬ 
tion,  in  the  fenfe  he  means,  be  brought  againft 
the  miniflers  of  this  church. 

He  alledges,  That,,  while  tlie  ambition  o£ 
other  men  is  commonly  fatisfiedby  excelling, 
in  their  particular  profeffion,  and  thereby 
prornoting'  the  interefts  of  fociety,  the  ambi- 
“  tion  of  the  clergy  can  only  be  fatisfied  by 
“  promoting  ignorance  and  fuperftition,  and 
**  implicit  faith,  and  pious  frauds  :  and  having 
**  got,  what  Archimedes  only  v/anted,  (viz.  an- 
other  world  on  which  to  fix  his  engines),  no 
**  worider  they  move  this  world  at  their  plea- 
fure;  which  being  added  to  the  clofe  union 
of  interefts  that  takes  place  among  clei’gy- 
**  men  of  the  fame  religion,  makes  them  ex- 
“  tremely  formidable  to  fociety.” 

How  much  foevet  fuch  bbjeftions  may  apply 
to  the  priefts  of  the  church  of  Rome,,  whofe 
hearts  are  hardened,  by  celibacy,  to  the  interefts 
of  fociety,  there  is  no  Troteftaiit  church  againft 

whonv 
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whom  they  can  juftly  be  laid.  And  with  re- 
fpecl  to  the  church  of  Scotland,  nothing  can 
be  more  foreign  to  her  conftitution,  or  to  the 
ipirit  and  practice  of  her  members.  For,  to 
cure  the  jealoufy  of  the  ftate,  (he  has  ad¬ 
mitted  to  a  parity  of  rule  with  her  mini- 
fters,  the  order  of  lay-elders,  who  are  incor¬ 
porated  in  all  her  judicatories  in  ftich  num¬ 
bers,  as  to  be  effectual  guardians  of  the  inte- 
refts  of  fociety,  againft  every  poflible  combina¬ 
tion  of  the  clergy.  And  as  I  have  already  ob- 
fervedjthat  we  could  not  impofa  on  the  people,' 
were  we  ever  fo  much  inclined  to  it ;  I  muft 
add,  that  every  clergyman,  being  a  member  of 
the  great  community  of  Britain,  which  involves 
in  it  the  interefts  of  religion  and  liberty,  as  well 
as  of  our  particular  church,  the  private  corpa- 
-ration-fpirit  is  thereby  counteracted  and  con¬ 
trolled,  fo  that  it  can  never  be  dangerous  to  fo¬ 
ciety.  And  to  this  great  pulHiic  we  are  bound, 
not  by  our  principles  alone,  but  by  one  of  the 
Itrongeft  afiedlions  of  the  human  mind,  the 
love  of  our  families  and  children. 

’  If  the  charge  of  pride  and  obftinacy,  when 
laid  againft  the  members  of  this  church,  is  not 
already  fully  anfwered  by  what  has  been  faid 
concerning  the  tw'o  preceding  objtftions,  let  it 
be  farther  obferved,  that  mens  minds  are  won¬ 
derfully  foftened  lince  toleration  was  cftablifh- 
ed  j  for  fecStaries  having  no  longer  the  power  of 
hurting  each  other,  their  animofitles  are  in  a 
great  meafure  at  an  end.  And  let  me  add,  that 
our  church  in  particular,  guards  againft  the-fe 

viceSy. 
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vices,  by  the  equal  power  of  Its  members,  as 

rulers  in  a  free  and  independent  community, 

where  pretence  and.  autherrity  have  no  effect, 

and  nothing  but  reafon  and  fuperior  powers  o^ 

perfuafion  can  prevail. 

Thus  have  I  endeavoured  to  fiiew  the  ten¬ 
dency  of  our  eccleflaftical  conftitution  to  form 
the  temper,  fpirit,  and  character  of  its  mem¬ 
bers  :  or,  in  other  words,  I  have  marked  the 
towers  i  bulwarks  j  and  palaces  of  our  Zion  \  which 
though  not  fumptuous  and  coftly  edifices,  yet 
are  founded  deep,  ;and  arc  well  calculated  for 
firength  and  duration.  But  they  are  not  per¬ 
fect:  ,fo  far  as  they  are  human,  like  all  things 
elfe,  they  are  liable  to  defeats;  a  few  of  which 
I  beg  leave  to  point  out,  before  I  conclude,  that 
we,  may  fkilfully  bend  our  endeavours  to  fup- 
port  our  Jerufalem  where  fhe  is  weak,  and  to 
repair  her  where  fhe  has  fallen  into  decay. 

The  frf  defeif  1  fiialf  mention,  is  in  the  ve¬ 
ry  fabric  of  our  eonftitution.  itftlf  j  which  in- 
trufis  the  fame  body  with  the  highefi  judicative 
and  executive  powers,  and  even  with  great  part 
ofthp  legifiativp  too:  4- combination  that,  in 
feme  Qafe§,  .would  , be  extremely  dangerous; 
and,  even  ia.o,ur  cafe,  is  attended  with  this  in¬ 
convenience,  that  our  courts,  in  their  judicative 
capacity,,  may  fometimes  decide  on  general' ex¬ 
pediency,  rather  than  particular  laws;  and 
wit)^  t|re  terpper.of  jqclgp,  lefs  than  the  fpirit 
qf  leglildtofs.  partiality  and 

ipjultice.  inay  lie  .e^ercifjed^^  the^  ipnocent  may  b6 
,  ’  '  '  condemned, 
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condemned,  and  the  guilty  may  be  acquitted, 
One  compenfation  or  balance,  however,  there 
is  to  this  dcfe<n:  in  our  conAitution  *,  which  is 
this,  that  the  fupreme  powep  is  not  lodged  in  a 
permanent  body',  but  in  a  court  of  reprefenta- 
tives  chofen  every  year  ;  and  who  being  them* 
felves  the  peers  of  all  ihofe  who  are  tried  be¬ 
fore  them,  are  itot  likely  to  be  cither  able,  or 
willing,  to  perfift  in  any  plan  of  oppreffion  or 
injii  Aice. 

A/e  cond  defect  is  a  certain  confequence  of 
our  republican  conftitution,  which  makes  us 
liable  to  facTtion  and  party-fpirit  : 

An  evil  no  doubt  fraught  with  many  breaches 
of  charity,  and  with  much  alienation  of  mens 
mind  from  each  other.  For  men  who  fet  out 
with  the  firm  belief  that  they  are  promoting  pu¬ 
blic  good,  and  ferving  the  great  ends  of  virtue 
Ind  religion,  and  who  are  countenanced  and  con¬ 
firmed  by  their  aflbclates  in  this  opinion,  are 
apt,  when  afling  in  a. party,  to  go  lengths,  of 
which,  in  other  fitua/ions,  they  would  be  ut¬ 
terly  afhamed.  Hence  the  liberty  that  is  ta¬ 
ken  of  making  truth  and  confcience  to  be  only 
bf  one  fide  •,  of  branding  each  other  with  the 
tiames  of  libertine,  and  hypocrite  j  of  magnify¬ 
ing  an  indecorum  iuto  a  crime,' or oFcoiiftruing 
a  I'evere  or  morofe  demeanour  to  be  vile  gri¬ 
mace;  while  the  enemies  of  our  church  lie  in 
wait  for  fuch  fah’  opportunities  of  feducing  the 
credulous  from  every  fide,  and  the  foes  of  all 
religion 'fit  in  the /  erner’s  chair  and' laugh. 

This  evil,  which  calls  for  the  attention  of  all 
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men  of  worth  and  virtue  to  mitigate  and  af- 
fuage  Its  more  violent  Tymptoms,  is  however 
the  genuine  prodinSt  of  our  conftitution  ;  and 
as  long  as  we  are  free  and  independent,  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  imperfect  creatures,  can  never 
be  wholly  cured.  But  it  is  happily  controlled 
in  its  mod  perniciovis  efl'edls,  by  the  broad  ba¬ 
ils  of  our  fupreme  court,  which  brings  mem¬ 
bers  from  every  corner,  uninfected  with  each 
others  local  paffions  ;  and  by  the  inflitution  of 
ciders  :  an  order  not  only  moft  wifely  calcula¬ 
ted  to  promote  religion  and  good  morals  a? 
mong  the  people,  and  reconcile  them  to  the 
difcipline  of  the  church-,  but  alfo  to  unite  us 
more  clofely  with  the  commonwealth,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  jealoufy  of  government,  to  guard  a- 
galnft  the  encroachments  of  ecclefiaftical  power, 
and  to  abate  the  ferment  of  minds  fometimes 
overheated  with  party  zeal  and  ftrife. 

The  tJ)lrd  and  lajl  defeCl  that  I  lhall  mention, 
is  the  incompetent  prpvifion  for  the  clergy :  a 
defect  that  1  do  not  unjuftly  afcribe  to  the  con- 
flrlution  ;  w'hich  was  formed  on  a  furrender  of 
the  patrimony  of  the  church,  and  all  temporal 
power  and  dominion,  with  entire  reliance  for 
its  fupport  on  the  fenfe  which  the  public  fliould 
have  of  its  utility.  This  is  an  evil  not  only  fe- 
verely  felt  by  the  minifters  of  this  eftablifh- 
ment,  (who,  I  am  bold  to  fay,  would  not  dif- 
honour  any  fociety  upon  earth),  but  of  the 
moft  threatening  afpeCt  on  the  church;  fince  it 
may  foon  fill  her  with  perfons  of  inferior  birth 
*and  mean  education,  to  the  ruin  of  learning,  and 

religio« 
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religion  too  :  an  evil,  however,  that  we  cannot 
jiiftly  impute,  in  all  its  extent,  to  the  illiberal 
fplrit  of  the  generations  that  are  paft  j  fince  they 
could  not  poffibly  forefee  the  rapid  progrefs  of 
commerce ;  otherwife,  it  is  probable,  they  would 
have  fixed  on  fuch  a  kind  of  proviilon  for  the 
.clergy,  as  would  have  rifen  in  feme  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  profperity  of  the  country,  and  not 
fallen  in  its  value  every  day. 

What  we  jnay  hope  fox  from  this  fplendid 
agf,  fo  fertile  in  grand  and  magnificent  pro- 
jtfts,  is  beyond  my  .conj.e£ture.  But  if  the 
church  of  Scotland  is  fuch  as  I  have  reprefent- 
cd  her  to  be,  of  fo  .much  .utility,  and  of  fo  little 
.danger  to  the  public,  her  falling  Bate,  in  this 
refpeft,  will  one  day  become  an  objecl  to  legif- 
lature  itfelf :  and  men  capable  of  great  and 
yCxtenfive  view's,  will  fee,  that,  by  preferving  our 
church  in  her  vigour,  they  w'ill  execute  a  work 
truly  w'orthy  of  tlaemfelves;  they  w'ill  flrength- 
en  one  pillar  of  religion  and  liberty  that  is  in 
danger  of  decay,  and  help  to  prolong  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  light  and  happinefs  to  mankind. 

But,  my  Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren, 
though  this  defetS;  in  our  conftltution  is  a 
fubje6t  of  anxiety  and  regret,  and  of  unealy 
forebodings,  we  need  not  yet  fall  into  defpair. 
There  are  fome  confiderations  that  ferve,  for 
the  prefent,  to  extenuate  this  evil,  and  from 
which  we  may  derive  a  temporary  comfort. 

May  we  not  hope  for  a  partial,  at  leaft,  and 
gradual  redrefs  of  this  evil,  from  the  wifdom 
and  attention  of  our  otvn  fupreme  court  of 
I  law, 
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law,  To  far  as  our  htuation  Is  intrufted  to  their 
care  ?  Have  not  many  minifters  of  this  church 
already  experienced,  what  juft  fentiments  that 
learned  and  venerable  body  entertain  of  thfc 
narrow  allowance  made  for  them,  when  com¬ 
pared  with  the  flourifhing  ftate  of  this  country? 
Though  the  provifion  for  the  clergy  has  fallen 
very  much  in  its  value  :  yet  is  not  their  rank', 
in  fome  refpecl,  raifed  ;  not  only  by  the  remo¬ 
val  of  certain  political  prejudices,  which  fepa- 
rated  them  from  many  of  fuperior  order;  but 
al/b  by  the  rife  of  all  orders  of  men  beneath 
them,  througli  the  improvements  of  induftry, 
and  the  increafe  of  wealth?  What  advantage 
may  net  be  gained,  from  the  clergy’s  having 
become  the  chief  depofttaries  of  general  learn¬ 
ing,  now  that  the  attention  and  eftbrts  of  al- 
moft  all  other  men  are  devoted  to  commerce  a- 
lone  ?  Do  not  cur  univeiTities  borrow  many  of 
their  faireft  ornaments  from  the  church?  And 
what  glory  may  not  be  won  in  that  field  of  dif- 
tineftien  fo  lately  opened  to  the  learned  of  this 
country,  1  mean  compofition,  and  the  art  of 
tvriting  ;  where  the  whole  range  of  fcience  fs 
before  them,  where  there  are  laurels  enough  to 
fatisfy  the  mo{t ,  ai^eut  ambition  of  literary 
fame  ?  It  is  here,  ye  riftng  hopes  of  our  Jeru- 
falem  !  my  younger  friends,  who  are  ftlll  can¬ 
didates  for  the  miniftry,  who  have  foiTaken  all 
to  follow  this  ungain ful  profeflion  ;  it  is  here 
that  you  muft  look  for  your  rewards  In  this 
world.  Here  ,  yoti  will  find  oldcdls  fuited  to 
yourtaftes;  heio  you  will  perceive  a  fhining 
X^oL.  !I.  C  path 
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path  to  reputatioa,  that  will  anfwer  the  defire 
of  your  hearts  :  for  admiration  is  the  paffion  of 
young  and  generous  minds  ;  and  the  love  of 
diftindtion  is  predominant  with  the  youtli  of 
genius,  far  above  the  love  of  wealth.  It  were 
indeed  happy,  if,  by  our  regulations,  and  our 
own  condudl,  we  could  make  it  a  mark  of  dif- 
tindlion  to  be  admitted  of  our  order. 

It  might  now  be  expedled  that  I  fliould  ad- 
drefs  rayfelf  to  the  reft  of  my  audience,  and  of¬ 
fer  fome  apology  to  them  for  having  made, 
what  they  may  think,  an  encomium  on  my  own 
order;  an  encomium  to  which  they  may  alledge 
they  are  bound  to  pay  but  little  regard.  All 
that  I  fliall  fay  is,  that  an  unjuft  panegyric  is 
the  fevereft  fatire.  But  if  the  view  I  have  gi¬ 
ven  of  the  conftitution  of  this  church  be  true, 
'I  have  not  improperly  followed  the  Pfalmift’s 
advice,  to  'walk  about  Zion,  to  tell  her  towers^ 
to  mark  "well  her  biilivarksy  and  confider  her  pa¬ 
laces  ^  that  ye  may  tell  it  to  the  generation  follow¬ 
ings  that  you  may  imprefs  on  your  own  minds 
a  fenfe  of  the  excellent  church- government 
you  are  under,  and  may  inculcate  on  your  chil¬ 
dren  and  pofterity,  a  juft  efteem  of  thofe  who 
have  the  charge  of  your  fouls,  who  have  not 
dominion  over  your  faith  ^  but  are  helpers  of  your 

Let  us  then  join  together  in  fervent  prayer 
to  the  King  and  Head  of  his  church,  who  hath 
not  only  fenced  her  with  towers  and  with  biil- 
'■warkSf  and  adorned  her  with  palaces^  but  hath 

made 
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made  her  all glorious'  ivithiny  that  he  would  blefs 
all  his  own  divine  inftitutions,  to  the  falvation 
of  men,  and  the  glory  of  his  kingdom  ;  and 
that  whatever  he  hath  left  us  to  devife  for  the 
fake  of  peaee  and  good  order,  rnay,  through 
him  who  alone  infpireth  with  wlfdom,  conduce 
to»the  fame  great  ends  j  that  our  Jerufalem  may^ 
always  have  profperity^  and  that  the  gates  of 
hell  may  never  prevail  againjl  her.  Amen. 


S  E  R  M'  O  N 
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The  Character  of  Chriff. 

By  Thomas  MutT'Er,  Y.  D.  M. 

Preached  at  Wicrton,  before  the  Svaod  of  G:ilr 
JtAvay.,  April  17.^5. 

*• 

'c-  -  .  ' 

John,!.  1-4. 

JVe  beheld  his  glory ,  the  \hry  as  ' of  the  only'be' 
gotten  of  the  Father^  full  of  grace  and  truth, 

WIIat  the  bulk  of  mankind  call  glorf, 
is  an  empty  blaze,  of  no  intrinfic  dig¬ 
nity,  and  of  no  confiderable  duration.  A 
truly  great  man  is  apt  to  look  down  on  this 
phantom,  as  a  thing  beneath  his  ambition.  It 
was  held  in  perfovTc  contempt  by  him,  who  was 
rlie  moft  perfe^h;  model  of  greatnefs  and  good- 
nefs  that  the  human  race  ever  faw.  He  adedf- 
ed  no  diowy  appearance,  he  derpifed  thofe 
ornaments  which  make  their  court  to  the  ima¬ 
gination.  He  fiudled  a  more  fubftantial  thing, 
contenting  himfelf  with  the  filent  charms  of 
goodnefs  and  truth.  Thefe  he  difplayed  with 
an  inimitable  ludre :  in  thefe  he  placed  his 
glory. 

This  dd’cription. of  Chrifl  is  given  by  one 
who  attended  his  perfon,  wlio  lieard  him  preach; 
and  who  afaw.  him  live.  This  man,  as  well  as 

'his. 
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his  brethren,  foon  difcerned  a  divine  'foul  In 
his  Mafter,  under  the  veil  cf  outward  obfcu- 
rity  ;  and  daily  feafted  on  the  contemplation  of 
that  liberal  goodnefs,  which  he  faw  pouring 
out  favours  fo  freely  on  all  denominations  of 
people.  ■  ’ 

How  emphatically  does  John  begin  the  hi- 
ftory  of  the  Meffiah !  He  begins  with  admiring 
him  in  a  point  of  viexv  vulgar  minds  feemlead: 
difpofed  to  admire.  He  admires  his  moral 
character :  he  admires  his  goodnefs,  vera* 
city,  and  mercy.  Though  thefe  are  quali-' 
ties,  in  which  xht  mean  may  have  their  lhare, 
as  well  as  the  great  •,  yet  the  Evangelift  looked 
on  thefe  as  the  nobleft  flrokes  in  the  whole 
charafter  of  our  Redeemer.  The  mofl  pomp¬ 
ous  exertions  of  jCourr  difappear  where  thefe 
better  endowments  fhine.  In  a  word,  they  re¬ 
flect  fo  genuine  a  fplendor,  that  every  other 
glory  dies  away  in  their  prefence.  I'here  can  be 
no  need,  of  any  apology  for  chuflng  this  paf- 
fage  as  a  proper  fubject  for  the  exercife  of  this 
day.  As  we  are  the  fervants  and  minifters  of 
Chrift,  paftors  in  the  houfe  of  Cod,  under  the 
Great  Shepherd  and  Eifhop  of  fouls  j  it  readily 
occurred,  that  a  difeourfe  cf  this  nature,  plan-- 
ning  out  his  life, .or  fome  of  its  principal  fea- 
turesj  could  not  but  fuit  this  occalion  we//.  To 
reprefent  what  our  Mafter  actually  uvzr,  is 
fiirely  the  beft-  w^ay  of  inflru^ting  us  what  we 
oug/it  to  be. 

Jn  handling  this  fabje£l,  it  is  propofed,j» 
thro-ugh  divine  afliftance, 
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I.  To  explain  what  is  meant  by  grace,  and 
what  by  truth. 

2.  To  Ihew  that  thefc  two  in  conjundlion 
formed  the  character  of  the  Melliah. 

3 .  That  where  truth  and  goodnefs  are  united,, 
there  is  a, character  of  true  glory. 

I.  We  {hall  briefly  illuftrate  what  is  meant, 
by  grace,  and  what  by  truth.  This  feems  to 
be  given  as  the  charadteriflic  by  which  the  re¬ 
ligion  of  Jefus  is  diflin'guiflted  from  thatefla- 
bliflied  by  Mofes  :  “'  The  law  was  given  by 

“  Mofes,  but  grace  and  truth  came  by  Jefus, 
“  Chrift*.”  It  is.ftyled  Grace, hs\'£\g  adifpenfa- 
tion  of  mercy,  fraught  with  gracioUs  offers,  pro¬ 
pounded  on  eafy  and  gracious  terms  j  Truths 
becaufe  it  exhibits  the  true  life  and  real  fub- 
flance  of  thofe  ancient  types  \vhich  took. place. 
Under  the  law.  But  we  have  no  intention  to. 
confider  thefe  words  in  a  relative  view  to  any 
former  ceconomy:  we  fhall  take  them  in  this 
one  Angle  light,  as  a  perfonal  charaftcr  of. 
Chrift,  exhibiting  two  of  the  moft  amiable  qua¬ 
lities  that  can  be  fuppofed  to  enter  into  thede— 
jBnition  of  merit. 

I,  Grace  at  flrft  hearing  wmuld  feem  to  conr 
“vey  the  idea  of  fomething  more  than  goodnefs 
in  general..  They  are  diftinguilhed,  not  by 
their  nature,  for  they  are  eflentially  oneaitdthe 
fame  difpofltion,  but  by  the  flat e  of  the  objedt. 

'  Goodnel’s,  in  a  certain  circumflance,  and. when 
exercifed  on  beings  of  a  certain  complexion,  is 
grace.  Goodnefs  toward  the  unworthy  and  the 
.  *  John,  h  17,  .1  . 
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injurious,  toward  apoftate  and  degenerate  be^ 
ings,  in  whofe  behaviour  tliere  is  no  attra£lion, 
no  merit,  nothing  to  claim  or  invite  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  goodnefs  ;  I  fay,  when  goodnefs,  is 
thus  ch’cumftantiated,  it  falls  under  the  parti¬ 
cular  denomination  of  grace.  It  may  be  term¬ 
ed  grace,  to  intimate  how  free  and  undeferved 
it  is.  This,  for  the  moffc  part,  Teems  to  be  the 
eftablifhed  notion  of  the  word,  whether  as  ap¬ 
plied  to  God,  or  as  applied  to  our  Lord:  “  By 
“  grace  are  ye  faved  *  j”  i.  e.  by  the  foverftgn 
mercy  of  God ;  mercy  not  allured  by  worth, 
nor  folicited  by  the  fidelity  of  thofe  on  whom 
it  was  exercifed.  “  The  grace  of  God  that 
“  bringeth  falvation  hath  appeared  to  allmenf 
The  grace  of  God,  i.  e.  gratuitous  love,  hath 
flione  toward  them  on  whofe  fide  there  was  no¬ 
thing  to  deferve  fo  kind  an  interpofition.  In  like- 
manner  are  we  to  underhand  the  word  gra,ce^. 
when  applied  to  our  Lord,  “  Ye  know  the  grace 
of  our  Lord  jefus  Chrift,  that  tho’  he  was  rich, 
“  yet  for  our.  fake  he  became  poor,  that  we 
thro’ his  poverty  might  become  richh”  By  the 
word  grncea^  here  denoted,,  that  fublime  gene- 
rofity  of  the  Son  of  God,  which  moved  him  to^ 
undertake  the  human  redemption,  and  to  em¬ 
brace  chearfully  the  moft  forbidding  fteps  fub- 
fervient  to  it  *,  that  unparalleiled  kindnefs- 
which  determined  him  to  leave  his  pre-cxiftent 
glory  and,  happinefs,  to  pitch  his  tabernacle 
with  men,  that  he  might,  teach  them  truth  and. 
goodnefs  by  his  life,  expiate  fin  by  his  death, 
and  finally  inftal  them  in  pofiellion  of  immOr-- 
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tality  ;  that  heroic  benignity  which  induced 
him  to  aft  fo  generous  a  part,  by  which  he  ufed 
with  theutmoft  tendernefs  all  he  converfed  with, 
fmjled  at  the  inbrmities  of  his  friends,  forgave 
the  malice  of  his  enemies,  and  expired  in  a  ge¬ 
nerous  prayer 'for  their  pardon  :  I  fay,  it  was. 
this  heroic  good-will,  fo  free  and  unmerited^ 
that  charmed  the  Evangehif,  excited  his  admi- 
i:ation  of  Jefus,  and  fixed  his  whole  foul  to  the 
contemplation  of  fo  heavenly  a  character. 

2.  Having  explained  what  is  meant  here  by 
grape  i  proceed  to  illuftrate  what  is  denoted  by 
truth.  Truth  may  not  improperly  be  diftin- 
guiflied  into  the  following  branches  :  ,  truth 
with  regard  to  opinion  or  doftrine,  truth  with 
regard  to  profefiion,  and  truth  with  regard,  to 
action  or  conduft. 

.  Truth  with  regard  to  opinion  or.  doctrine,  isj 
when  our  notions  aniwer  to  things,  when  our 
opinions  coincide  with  the  life,  and  wlten  there  is 
fomething  in  nature  with  which  our  ideas  may 
be  faid  to  quadrate  and  correfpond.  'fo  ap¬ 
ply  this  to  our  Lord,  is  to  fay,  that  all  the  doc¬ 
trines  he  taught  were  truthb  flriftiy  fo  called  j 
the  dictates  of  unerring  wifdpm,  flowing  from 
the  Father  of  lights,  the  great  fountain  of  truthj 
with  whom  is  nO  deception,  nor  any  poffibility 
of  erron 

Truth  with  regard  to  profefiion,  is  when  our 
fpecious  appearances  are  of  a  piecewiih  our  in.- 
vtard  complexion. 

This  kind  of  truth  takes  place  in  that  man 
who  fpeaks.  his  real  fentimcnts,  and  fays  no'^ 
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tiling  on  any  occafion  but  what  his  conrcicncc 
di(5laies  ;  v/ho  abhors  dlffimulaiion,  and  hates  a; 
he  as  the  foulell:  reproach  that  can  be  throvni 
upon  human  nature;  who  abominates  all  dif- 
LinTioas  between  a  public  confcience  and  pri¬ 
vate;  whofe  behaviour  above  board  is  an  au¬ 
thentic  copy  of  his  heart ;  the  man  in  whom  e- 
very  fliow  of  devotion,  to  God,  every  fnow  of 
kindnefs  to  men,  every  fliow  of  zeal  againft 
vice,  is  derived  from  thofe  parts  whofe  fenfa- 
tions  God  only  can  found.  This  acceptation, 
of  truth  commonly  goes  under  the  name  of 
fincerity\  it  js-a  foundation-virtue,  a  virtue  of 
the  noblefl;  kind,  highly  ornamental  to  every  loul 
w'here  it  refides.  To  apply  this  to  our  Lord,  is  to 
fay,  there  was  a  perfect  harmony  between  what 
he  really  was,  and  what  he  outwardly  profelled 
to  be.  He  profelTed.  to  be  a  friend  to  all  kinds, 
of  virtue,  an  enemy  to  all  kinds  of  vice,  an  e- 
nemy  to  avarice  and  deceit,  tomialice  and  cru¬ 
elty,  to  formality  and  fuperftition,  to  dark  en- 
thuilafm,  and  hollow  hypocrify  ;  all  this  he  pro- 
felled  ;  all  this  he  appeared  to  be;  to  fay,  there¬ 
fore,  he  was  full  of  truth,  at  leafl  to  affirm^ 
that  thefe  goodly  profcliions  did  perfcclly  corre- 
fpond  with  liis  vr.fcen  difpolitions. 

Laftofall,  bn  this  part  of  cur  fubjtaSt,  there’ 
is  truth  with  reuard  to  action  or  conduct;  as 
wlien  we  fay  a  man  is  true  to  his  charge^  true 
tb'tlie  office  and  character  witli  which  he  is 
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vefted.  This  accreptation  of  truth  takes  place 
in  that  |r.;;n,.  who  inviolately  adheres  to  wh*.t 
lie  enrages ;  whofe  attachment  to  his  duty, neh 
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ther  the  charms  of  gain  nor  the  fear  of  lofs 
can  cliiTolve  ;  who  faitlifully  endeavours  to  ex¬ 
ecute  that  part  which  he  lawfully  affumed  to 
iiimfclf,  or  which  may  be  affigned  him  by  a  pro¬ 
per,  conftitucnt,  or  which  his  condition  may  call 
for,  and  which  God  and  the  world  are  intitled 
to  at  his  hand  ;  the  man  whom  no  temptation 
can  bias  to  the  lide  of  dilhonell:}^,  from  whofe 
eyes  no  vail  can  hide  the  blacknefs  of  trea¬ 
chery,  and  to  whofe  foul  nothing  that  is  bafc 
can  find  an  avenue,  though  under  the  mafic  of 
prudence  and  interefi:.  l-lhs  is  the  man  of 
truth:  he  is  true  to  his  duty,,  to  his  coti^ 

fcienccy  true  to  the  part  of  a  reafonable  and  re¬ 
ligious  agent.  To  apply  this  to  our  Lord,  is 
to  fay,  that  he  faithftdly  difcharged  every  part 
of  that  great  function  which  had  been  aligned- 
him  by  the  Parent  of  nature. 

Thus  I  have  briefly  .explained  what  is  meant 
here  by  grace,  and  what  -by  truth-  Thefe  arc 
compi*ehenfive  qualifications;  it  may  be  faid, 
they  are  the  ftmi  of  moral  excellencies,  as  they 
contain  within  them  the  united  beauties  of  ho- 
linefs  and  candour,  of  charity,  mercy,  and 
friendfhip.  But,  in.  this  degenerate  world,  how 
few  are  there  who,  in  life,  make  pretenfion 
to  them  !  and  as  to  thofe  few  who  may  be  faid, 
in  forae  degree,  to  pofTefs  them,  how  lame  at 
beft  are  their  exertions  of  goodnefs  and  can¬ 
dour  !  One  indeed  there  was,  who  praclifed 
them  in  perfection  ;  whofe  foul  both  grace  and 
truth,  dn  tlieir  fulleft  luflre,  combined  to  en¬ 
noble. 
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it.  This  brings  rhe  to  the  fecond  thing  that 
was  propofed  y  to  Ihew,  That  thefe  two  in  con¬ 
junction  formed  the  charadler  of  the  Meffiah. 

I.  He  was  full  of  grace.  He  came  into  the 
world  upon  the  mod  gracious  errand:  “  For 
this  purpofe  was  the  Son  of  God  manifefted, 
that  he  might  deftroy  the  works  of  the  de- 
“vil*;”  that  he  might  refine  human  nature, 
that  he  might  reftore  man  to  the  image  of  God, 
and  put  him  into  a  new  connedlion  with  the 
fource  of  his  being  and  happinefs.  As  he  came 
into  the  world  on  the  moft  falutary  defign,  he 
gave  an  unremitting  attention  to  it.  His  whole 
life  was  one  uniform  prolecution  of  the  moft 
benevolent  plan. 

The  laws  he  gave,  the  lefibns  he  taught,  all 
fpoke  him  to  be  the  friend  of  man.  I  know  not 
one  precept,  or  one  inftruTion,  he  ever  deliver¬ 
ed,  but  what  tended  to  make  men  more  virtu¬ 
ous,  more  happy,  more  in  love  with  God, 
more  in  love  with  each  other,  fuperior  to  ava¬ 
rice,  fuperior  to  envy,  fuperior  to  all  the  low 
influences  of  a  perifliing  world.  He  pronoun¬ 
ced  the  moft  gracious  laws  in  the  moft  gracious 
manner;  he  enforced  them  by  the  moft  gra¬ 
cious  motives  :  for  the  moft  part  he  chufed 
promife  rather  than  threatening,  being  moft 
adapted  to  win  the  heart,  and  operate  on  the 
fofter  movements  of  human  nature.  Thus  we 
may  fay  he  was  full  of  grace  in  the  capacity  of 
a  teacher  and  legiflator. 

Of  the  fame  precife  ftamp  were  all  the  ac- 
•  I  John  iii.  8. 
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lions  he  daily  pei'FonTied.  His  whole  entire 
life,  his  Heady  and  habitual  conduvfi:,  carried 
the  mofl:  lively  characters  of  fympathy  and  fa¬ 
vour  imprinted  upon  it;  he  went  always  about 
doing  good;  he  fpent  his  life,  not  in  fruitleft 
endeavours,  but  in  effectual  good  ofnees,  in 
the  higheft  degree  beneficial  to  the  fouls  and 
bodies  of  men.  In  him  every  other  quality  mi‘- 
niflered  to  goodnefs,  he  made  all  the  pomp  of 
power  a  fervant  to  ineixry,  and  feldom  or  never 
exerted  any  Ihowy  endov/ment,  but  in  order  to 
gratify  the  impulfes  of  love  ;  e.  g.  he  cafl  out 
devils,  and  I'elieved  an  infinite  ntnnber  of  poor 
■wretches  from  their  domination  ;  he  made  the 
fick  whole,  the  blind  to  fee,  the  deaf  to  hear, 
and  the  lame  to  walk  ;  nay,  he  made  the  dead 
to  rife,  and  re-eftabliflied  the  vital  union  be- 
nvecn  foul  and  body  after  it  had  been  difrolved. 
Thefe  things  he  performed,  not  oned  or  twice, 
or  a  limited  number  of  times  :  his  deeds  of  this 
kind  were  fo  numerous,  and  fui  paffed  all  com¬ 
putation  fp  infinitely,  t-hat  this  Evangeliil;  ufes 
an  hyperbolical  figure  to  exprefs  the  multipli¬ 
city  of  them 

As  his  daily  and  conftant  walk  carried  the 
law  of  kindnefs  ftamped  upon  it,  fo  did  his  be¬ 
haviour,  on  every  particular  emergency,  breathe 
an  uncommon  benignity  of  fpirit  ;  e.  g.  how- 
full  of  lenity  was  his  conference  with  the  baina- 
witan  woman,  whom  he  accidentally  met  at  the 
well !  Inflead  of  harflily  upbraiding  that  perfon, 
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or  cxpohng  her  crimes  in  the  fevere  colours 
they  might  have  deferved,;  he  barely  puts  her 
in  mind  of  what  fhe  had  been,  without  Teeming 
to  have  any  intention  but  to  afeertain  his  pro¬ 
phetical  chara£ler,  and  difpofeherto  a  belief  of 
his  million  from  God ;  after  which  he  proceeds, 
with  great  condefcenlion,  to  flaew  her  the  mif- 
.takes  hie  laboured  under,  to  inftruft  her  in  the 
eflcnce  of  piety,  and  lead  her  out  of  thoTe  emp¬ 
ty  forms  on  which  hie  laid  the  hrefs  of  I’.ellgiom 
How  benign  was  his  anfwer  to  thofe  difciples, 
who,  boiling  with  refentment  againft  the  people 
of  Samaria,  w'^erc  for  commanding  fire  from 
heaven,  as  had  been  done  of  old  by  Elijah,  to 
coufume  thofe  wretches* who  had  the  hubborn- 
,nefs  to  deny  the  Son  of  God  that  reception 
which  all  the  Tons  of  men  are  intkled  to  !  His 
anfwer  was  full  of  grace,  becoming  the  meek- 
nefs  of  the  Lamb,  who  came  to  fave,  not  to 
deftroy  mens  lives.  When  certain  of  the  dif¬ 
ciples  thought  proper,  out  of_fome  kind  of 
peevilhnefs,  to  check  parents  for  bringing  their 
children  to  Chrift,  looking  upon  it  as  an  ill- 
timed  inolehation,  or  as  too  familiar  an  intru- 
fion  upon  fo  facred  a  prefence  •,  how  graciouf- 
ly  does  he  Interpofe  to  encourage  that  free¬ 
dom  !  “  Suffer  little  children  to  come  unto 

“  me,  and  forbid  them  not  With  what  ten- 
dernefs  does  he  embrace  thefe  living  pictures  of 
innocence  !  recommending  their  temper  as  an 
emblem  of  heaven,  near  akin  to  the  ftate  of  the 
bleffed. 
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It  may  be  confidered  as  a  remarkable  in- 
ftance  of  his  liberal  fpirit,  and  as  announcing  a 
friendfliip  eafy,  open,  and  generous,  neither 
foured  with  phariftical  pride,  nor  fettered  with 
any  kind  of  monkilh  aufterity,  that  he  conde- 
fcended  to  be  one  of  the  guefts  at  a  marriage  in 
Cana  ;  when,  inftead  of  ufing  his  prefence  as  a 
lordly  reftraint,  he  gave  free  vent  to  the  focial 
mind,  fetting  no  other  bounds  to  himfelf  but  fo- 
•briety  j  nay,  he  thought  it  no  prohitution  of 
his  almighty  power,  ro  beftow  the  firft  fruits 
of  his  miracles  on  that  chcarful  occalion,  as  if 
he  had  chufed  to  animate  the  company  when 
they  feemed  to  be  well  animated  already. 

Our  Lord  being  invited  by  one  of  the  chief 
of  the  Pharifees  to  eat  in  his  houfe,  was  pleafed 
to  give  him  an  admonition  very  expreffive  of 
that  humanity  which  at  all  times  actuated  his 
foul.  “  When  thou  makeft  a  dinner  or  a  fup- 
“  per,”  fays  Chriif,  “  call  not  thy  friends,  nor 
“  thy  brethren,  nor  thy  kinfmen,  nor  thy  rich 
**  neighbours;  left  they  alfo  bid  thee  again,  and  a 
“  recompence  be  made  thee  :  but  call  the  poor, 
“  the  maimed,  the  lame,  and  the  blind  ;  and 
“  thou  fhalt  be  blelfed;  for  they  cannot  re- 
‘‘  compenfe  thee ;  for  thou  fhalt  be  recompen- 
fed  at  the  refurreflion  of  the  juft  No 
body  will  fuppofe  our  Saviour  intended  that 
his  words,  in  the  letter  of  them,  fhould  be  ob- 
ferved.  He  can  only  mean  to  inculcate  a  well 
conducted  beneficence  toward  the  poor.  Men 
fhould  not  fuffer  luxury  to  prey  on  the  vitals 
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of  charity,  or  to  wahe  the  funds  which  enable 
them  to  do  charitable  things.  The  expence 
which  the  rich  beftow  on  entertaining  the  rich 
ought,  according  to  our  Saviour’s  mind,  to  be  ra¬ 
ther  laid  out  in  the  channel  of  a  wife  liberality. 
Tho’  they  cannot  invite  the  poor,  the  lame,  and 
the  blind,  to  their  table  ;  yet  they  can,  and  they 
ought  to  do  things  as  conducive  to  their  fup- 
port,  as  if  they  did  literally  invite  them.  This 
is  a  rational  fubftitution  ;  and  though  it  may  be 
a  departure  from  the  letter^  it  is  fuch  a  proper 
adherence  to  the  fpirit  of  our  Redeemer’s  ad¬ 
vice,  as  will,  through  his  merits,  procure  us  a 
recompence  at  the  refurrcelion  of  the  juft. 

I  know  not  a  ftronger  inftance  of  that  good- 
nefs  of  heart,  which  may  juftly  be  faid  to  have 
charadlerifed  our  Lord,  than  what  is  recorded 
in  the  13th  chapter  of  Luke.  Some  in  the 
audience  thought  fit  to  mention  to  him  thofe 
Gallileans  whom  the  Roman  governor  had  but¬ 
chered,  at  the  time  they  were  engaged  in  facri- 
ficing  to  God  ;  likewife  the  eighteen  Jews  who 
were  crufhed  to  death  by  the  tower  of  Siloain 
falling  upon  them.  They  who  told  him  thig 
piece  of  melancholy  news,  do  not  feem  to  have 
had  the  moft  favourable  opinion  of  the  poor 
men  whofe  fate  was  fo  tragical :  perhaps,  from 
fo  fevere  and  fo  uncommon  a  providence,  they 
thought  themfelves  authorifed  to  infer  fome 
uncommon  demerit.  Rut  did  Jefus  Chrift  fall 
in  with  their  way  of  thinking  }  No :  he  took 
that  opportunity  to  chaftife,  with  great  majefty, 
every  fuch  ill-natured  commentator  on  the 
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providence  of  God.  He  fu-mmoned  men  to 
call  home  their  reflexions,  and  to  turn  their 
eye  rather  inward  upon  thernfelves,  than  out- 
v/ard  upon  the  mifconduX  of  others.  “  Sup- 
pofe  ye,”  fays  he,.  “  that  thefe  were  finners 
“  above  all  the  men  that  dwell  in  Jerufalem,. 
‘‘  becaufe  they  fuffered  fuch  things  ?  I  tell  you, 
“  Nay  :  but  except  y.c  repent,  ye  fliall  all  liker 
“  wife  perifh.”  As  if  he  had  faid,  “  Let  ye  a- 
lone  the  adminiflration  of  God,  and  meddle. 
“  not  with  the  fecret  reafons  by  which  infinite 
“  wifdom  conduXeth  itfelf  :  this  is  a  depth. 

not  to  be  founded  by  the  line  of  your  under- 
“  handing.  Neither  meddle  ye  with  the  charac- 
“  ter  or  hate  of  your  brethren  ;  efpecially  afi^ 
‘‘  ter  they  are  removed  from  human  cogni- 
“  fance  :  leave  it  to  an  higher  hand  to  pro*- 
“  nounce  what  they  are,  to  calculate  their  guilt, 
“  and  to  proportion  their  punifliment.  Judge 
“  charitably  oithem^  but  be  folicitous  iovyoiir- 
**  f elves  :  take  je-  care  fo  to  behave  as  you  may 
“•not  fall  by  a  fimilar  judgement,  or  one  more 
“  tremendous  A  divine  inftruXion  this 

worthy  to  come  from  fuch  an  inftruXor. - 

Thefe  few  inflances,  and  innumerable  more  of 
the  like  nature  might  be  adduced,  are  fuffici- 
ent  to  fhow  what  a  peculiar  benignity  of  foul 
our  Saviour  breathed,  not  only  in  his  habitual* 
conduX,  but  alfo  on  every  particular  emergency 
that  prefented  itfelf. 

If  his  daily  aXions  manifefted  a  moft  gracious 
l^^irit,  wre  not  his  fufferings.a  yet  ftronger 
evidence  of  it?  D.d  not  his  death  proclaim  a- 
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loud  ho^Y  earneftly  he  defired  the  happinefs  cf 

men  ? - Some  friends  there  are  among  men, 

who  think  it  fufficient  to  w/h  well,  without  de- 
fcending  to-  aSfion.  Some  friends  there  are, 
who  can  go  fome  length  too  in  action ;  but  as  tO' 
fhe  affair  of  fiifferingy  this  they  cannot  fo  eafily 
brook.  But  here  is  a  friend  that  went  the 
greateft  poffible  length,  not  only  in  ’iviJJjhig 
well,  but  alfo  in  doing  good;  not  only  in  doing 
good,  but  alfo  va  filtering  evil.-  it  may  well  be 
faid,  he  was  full  of  grace;  when  he  gave  his  life 
a  ranfom  for  many  ;  when  he  died  for  all,  the 
juft  for  the  imjuft,  that  he  might  bring  us  to- 
God  ;  that  he  might  lay  the  foundation  of  a 
gracious  covenant ;  by  virtue  of  which,  peace, 
and  life,  and  all  gracious  privileges,  are  difpen- 
fed  on  the  cafieft  and  moft  gracious  term^. 

If,  along  with  our  Saviom'^s  death,  we  take 
into  the  account  his  condu’dl  toward  thofe  whe 
put  him  to  death,  his  noble  mediation  with 
heaven  in  their  behalf ;  this  will  appear  as- 
confummate  a  fbroke  of  generoftty  as  can  be 
figured  by  the  imagination*  of  man.  We  are- 
charmed  with  thofe  great  men  of  antiquity, 
who  returned  the  worft  ufage  with  bene¬ 
volent  deeds.  Ariftides,  and  fome  others, 
were  banilhed  by  their  country,  after  they  had' 
ferved  her  with  fidelity.  But  how  nobly  did 
they  behave  under  fo  provoking  a  trial !  It  was- 
not  in  the  pov/er  of  any  injury  to  diffolve  their 
attachment  to  the  good  of  the  public.  They 
forgave  their  fellow -citizens  ;  and  prayed  the 
gods  to  avert  every  fuch  calamity  as  might  oc- 
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cafion  them  to  need  a.fecond  time  the  fervices  they 
had  fo  ill a'e warded.  This  was  truly  great,  far 
fuperior  to  the  iize  of  the  vulgar,  only  to  be 
found  in  the  foul  of  an  Ariftides,  or  fuch  kind. 

of  men. - But  how  far  Ihort  does  this  come 

of  the  inftance  before  us  ! — Here  is  the  Son  of 
God,  at  the  inftigation.of  his  countrymen,  nail¬ 
ed  to  a  crofs ;  fulFering  extreme  torment  of  bo¬ 
dy,  and  extreme  dejeflion  of  mind  ;  reproach 
from  men,  defertion  from  God,  as  if  earth,  and- 
hell,  and  heaven,  had  all  confpired  to  fink  the 
innocent,  and  give  the  righteous  the  lot  of  the 
wicked :  yet  behold,  this  man,  in  the  height  of 
agony,  pleads  the  caufe  of  his  murderers,  and 
makes  the  beft  apology  for  the  blackeff  ailion. 
that  ever  was  or  will  be  committed.  There  i&> 
furely  nothing  to  match  fh's  in  the  whole  hi-r 
ftoryof  man.  The  human  mind  wants  flrengtli 
to  admire^  let  alone  to  aB  up  to  fo  heroic  a' 
model  :  Then,  faid  Jefus,  Father  forgive: 

them ;  for  they  know  not  what  they  do” 
Jnftances  of  Chrill’s  divine  fpirit  occur  wich-^ 
out  number.  I  fliall  mention  one  memorable 
drcumflance  more :  While  the  blefled  Jefus?' 
hung  on  the  accurfed  tree,  bleeding  to  death,, 
there  was  an  objedt  there  prefent  who  attradled^ 
his  pious  attention,  and  whom  he  recommend¬ 
ed  to  the  care  and  humanity  of  John,  in  cir- 
tumflances  when  he  himfelf  could  not  but  feel 
excruciating  pain,  he  then  felt  for  his  mother,. 
His  feelings  were  real.  To  have  a  doubt  of 

this 
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this  is  impoffible.  It  is  not  the  way  of  dying 
people  to  counterfeit :  they  are  themfelves  at 
that  jun£lure  ;  they  bring  forth  their  true  fen- 
timents,  having  then  no  idea  of  afting  an  afTu- 

med  or  fpurious  part. - So  much  for  the  firft 

branch  of  our  Saviour’s  diarader  :  He  was 
full  of  grace*- 


Sm  R- 
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The  Subject  continued* 

John  i.  14. 

We  beheld  his  glary,  the  glory  as  of  the  only  be-’ 
gotten  of  the  Father  ^  full  of  grace  and  truth. 

Ha  V I N  G  j  i  n  the  former  difcouiTe,  at  te  mpted 
to  handle  the  iirft  branch  of  our  Savi¬ 
our’s  chara(fter,  we  now  proceed  to  treat  of  the 
fecond:  He  was  full  of  truth.  Truth  we  diftin- 
guilhed  into  three  branches  5  truth  with  regard  to 
opinion  or  doflrine,  truth  with  regard  to  pro- 
feflion,  truth  with  regard  to  action  or  condudf. 
All  thefe  our  Lord  unqueftlonably  polTeiTed  in 
the  higheft  degree. 

The  dodfrines  he  taught  were  all  trutTis  in  the 
ik-idteft  fenfe  of  the  word.  As  to  thofe  prin> 
ciples  in  which  the  religion  of  Chrift  may  be 
faid  to  coincide  with  the  religion  of  nature, 
they  come  authenticated,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  by 
the  feal  of  reafon,  and- by  the  incorrupted  dic¬ 
tates  of  conference. 

As  to  thofe  principles  which  are  of  a  fupe- 
rior  nature,  and  which  lie  beyond  the  inveftiga- 
tion  of  human  difeernment,  they  come  attefted 
by  innumerable  miracles,  fuch  as  fpokc  aloud 
the  interpofition  of  God,  and  carried  his  finger 

•  This  and  the  former  fermon  were  delivered  at  once ; 
but  a  paufe  was  thought  reguifite  here,  and  therefore  it  is 
divided  into  two. 
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wrote  upon  them  in  legible  characters.  There 
was  therefore  the  purity  of  truth  in  all  the  doc¬ 
trines  he  taught,  whether  fuch  as  are  luppofed 
to  be  comprehended  within  the  fphere  of  na¬ 
ture’s  light,  or  fuch  as  feem  to  boalt  an  higher 
extraction. 

To  fuch  as  perufe  the  gofpcl  with  proper  at¬ 
tention,  Jefus  Chrift  mult  appear  to  be  one  of 
thofe  teachers,  who  love  to  fay  things  which, 
are  truCi  not  barely  things  which  are  pleafant 
and  whofe  aim  it  is  to  inftruCt  and  reform,  not 
to  blandifh  or  footh  the  corruptions  of  men. 
However  fond  the  people  might  be  of  a  pomp¬ 
ous  w'orfliip,  and.  of  external  fliow  in  religious 
fervice,  the  faithful  and  true  'uoitnefs  dictates 
that  fort  of  woidhip,  which  Is  moft  agreeable  to, 
the  nature^  and  therefoi'e  moft  acceptable  to 
the  w///,  of  the  Deity  ;  “  God  is  a  fpirit,  and. 
“  they  who  worfliip  him,  muft  W'orfhip  him  ia 
**  fpirit  and  in  truth 

I'he  Jews,,  efpecially.  the  Pharlfees  and 
fcribes,  were  fo  fuperftitioufly  wedded  to  cere¬ 
monial  duties,  that  they  laid  the  great  burden 
of  religion  there  \  but  we  find  Jefus  Chrift^ 
with  an  honefty  and  with  a  dignity  becoming 
himfelf,  always  reverfing  their  doCtrine.  He 
denounces  a  woe  upon  them  who  pay  tithes  of 
mint,  and  cummin,  and  anife,  while  they 
negleCl  the  weightier  matters  of  the  law,  judge¬ 
ment,  mercy,  faith,  and  the  love  of  God  f. 
He  gave  them  to  underftand,  that  all  things  in 

*  John.iv.  f  Matth.  xxiii.  13.  ;  Luke  xi.  41, 
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religion  are  not  of  equal  importance.  Some  du¬ 
ties  are  only  the  fcaffold  to  goodnefs,  the  mere 
ladder  by  which  we  afeenJ  to  inirinlic  and 
ehential  worth.  How  emphatically  does  he 
diftinguilh  the  two  !  Thefe,  lays  he,  ye  ought  to 
have  done,  meaning  the  moral,  and  not  to  leave 
the  other  undone,  meaning  the  ceremonial  du¬ 
ties. 

In  the  fixth  chapter  of  Pdatthew,  where  he 
is  diicourfing  on  the  duties  of  prayer,  fafting, 
aind  giving  of  alms,  with  what  earneflnefs  does 
he  caution  his  hearers  againft  oftentation,  gri¬ 
mace,  and  formality  !  how  folicitous  is  the 
Son  of  God  that  people  fliould  mind  \.h.t  inter ~ 
Kal  part  of  all  duties,  as  that  which  conhltutes 
their  efience  before  the  eye  of  Omnifciejtce  ! 
“  When  thou  doll  thine  alms,”  fays  he, do 
“  not  found  a  trumpet  before  thee,  as  the  hy- 
“  pocrites  do,  that  they  may  have  glory  of  men. 
“Verily  T  fay  unto  you,  they  have  their  re- 
“  ward.  But  when  thou  doft  alms,  let  not  thy 
“  left  hand  know  what  thy  right  hand  doth  ; 

let  thine  alms  be  in  fecret,  and  thy  Father 
“  who  feeth  in  fecret,  fliail  reward  thee  open- 
“  ly.— -When  thou  prayeft, — enter  into  thy  clo- 
“  let. — Pray  to  thy  Father  in  fecret.  Moreover,^ 
“  when  ye  fad,  be  not  as  the  hypocrites,  of  a 
“  fad  countenance  :  w^afli  thy  face,  and  anoint 
“  thine  head,  that  thou  appear  not  unto  men 
“  to  fad,  but  unto  thy  Father  who  is  fecret.” 
Is  not  this  fpeaking  like  one  who  in  all  things 
was  attached  to and  who  coialidercd,  that 
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the  fearcher  of  the  heart,  regai'dlefs  of  outward 
appearance,  takes  the  charafter  of  men  from 
the  injidcy  and  not  from  the  furface.  It  was 
candour  that  made  our  Saviour  applaud  the 
Roman  centurion  at  the  expence  of  his  owp 
nation  :  “  Verily  I  fay  unto  you,  that  I  have 
“  not  found  fo  great  faith,  no  not  in  Ifraeh’* 
The  fame  principle  made  him  fubjoin  that  ge¬ 
nerous  dodlrine,  though  he  well  knew  how 
fliocking  it  was  to  the  narrow  heai't  of  the 
Jews  ;  Verily  I  fay  unto  you,  that  many 
“  fhall  come  from  the  ealf,  and  weft,  and  lliall 
“  fit  down  with  Abraham  in  the  kingdom  of 
God.  We  find  the  blefied  Jefus,  with 
unwearied  importunity,  foliciting  all  (for  h'w 
good-will  was  no  party  afledlion,  it  was  large 
and  ditfufive  as  human  nature)  to  accept  the 
offer  of  life  at  his  hand  :  “  Come  unto  me,  all 
ye  that  labour,  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I 
will  give  you  reft  f “  Jefus  flood  and 
“  cried.  If  any  man  thirft,  let  him  come  to  me, 
“  and  didnk  f.” — Ye  will  not  come  to  me, 
that  ye  might  have  life  I].”  As  a  proof  that 
he  was  fincere  in  thefe  folicitatlons,  we  find  him 
fliedding  tears  for  the  obftinacy  of  men  : 
“  When  he  was  come  near,  he  beheld  the  city, 
“  and  wept  over  it,  faying.  If  thou  hadft  known, 
“  even  thou,  at  leaft  in  this  thy  day,  the  things 
“  which  belong  to  thy  peace  !  but  now  they  are 
“  hid  from  thine  eyes  How  intent  at  all 

•  Mattli.  •viii.  lo.  ir.  f  Matth.  xi.  i8.  f  John  vii.  37. 
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times  was  the  Son  of  God  on  lifting  the  fouls 
of  men  from  grovelling  puiTuits  to  objefls  of 
true  value,  deferving  man’s  heart,  meritorious 
<of  his  warmeft  affeffion !  He  befeeches  them 
to  “  feek  the  kingdom  of  God  in  the  firfl: 
place,  and  the  righteoufnefs  thereof ; —  to 
hunger  after  righteoufnefs  5 —  to  lay  up  trea- 
“  fures  in  heaven,  not  on  the  earth  j — to  la- 
“  hour  for  that  meat  which  endureth  to  ever- 
lafting  life.”  When  a  certain  perfon  applied 
to  Chrift,  a&ing  him  to  fpeak  to  his  brother, 
that  he  might  divide  the  inheritance  with  him, 
his  anfwer  is  altogether  in  the  fpirit  of  cau’- 
donr  ;  and  fhewed  that  he  wanted  not  to  meddle 
with  the  temporalities  of  men,  but  to  rectify 
their  difpofitions.  Man,”  fays  he,  “  who 
“  made  me  ajudge  or  a  divider  overyou  I — Take 
heed,  and  beware  of  covetoufnefs:  for  a  man’s 
**  life  confifteth  not  in  the  abundance  of  the 
“  things  which  he  pofiefleth  —  A  precious 

fentiment:  that  is,  the  true  enjoyment  and  fe¬ 
licity  of  man’s  life,  confifteth  not  in  his  out¬ 
ward  pofTeffions,  nor  in  the  extenfive  quantity 
of  them,  but  in  things  of  a  very  different  and 
fuperior  quality,  in  the  praftice  of  his  duty,  in 
the  approbation  of  his  confcience,  and  in  the 
fmiles  of  that  Being  to  whofe  domination  con¬ 
fcience  is  fubjeft.  Thefe  are  the  true  flandard 
by  which  man’s  life,  on  its  moft  proper  accep¬ 
tation,  ought  to  be  eftimated. 

When  our  Lord  performed  his  wonders.  It 
is  generally  noticed,  that  he  was  moved,  that  he 
•  X-ukc  ili.  14.  ij. 
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had  companion,  that  he  was  moved  with  con\- 
paffion  *,  The  word  is  remarkably  nervous; 
his  bowels  \  were  agitated.  At  the  grave  of  La¬ 
zarus,  it  is  faid,  that  he  groaned  in  fpirit,  he 
was  troubled,  he  wept.  When  he  faw  the 
funeral  proceffion  of  the  widov/  of  Nain’s  Ton, 
it  is  faid,  he  had  ccmpajfion  on  her,  and  faiJ 
unto  her,  “Weep  not  L” — Jcfus  called  his  dif- 
clples  to  him,  and  faid,  “  1  have  compajjion  on 
“  the  multitude,  (or,  my  heart  feels  for  them), 
“  becaufe  they  continue  with  me  now"  three 
“  days,  and  have  nothing  to  eat ;  I  will  nht 
“  fend  them  away  emply,  left  they  faint  in  the 

way  1|.”  So  that  his  miracles  are  conftantiy 
attributed  to  a  compnjjionate  heart.  Now,  on 
what  pretence  can  any  call  in  queftion  the  ftn~ 
verity  of  his  compaffion  ?  What  man  ever  gave, 
or  ever  was  capable  of  giving  fuch  effettiral 
proofs  of  an  unfeigned  good-will  ?  Indeed, 
when  men  pretend  to  wilrh  w'ell,  without  mani- 
fefting  it  by  any  proper  exertion,  and  without 
putting  themfelves  to  any  coft^  or  trouble  aboUt 
it,  we  juftly  reckon  it  to  be  3.. pretence,  and  no 
more.  But  when  they  are  careful  to  fhow'  their 
good-will  by  good  deeds,  as  far  as  their  cir- 
cumftances  permit,  xec  then  require  no  fur¬ 
ther  evidence  of  their  being  llncere.  d  his  evi¬ 
dence  our  Lord  exhibited  in  the  higheft  degree  ; 
his  whole  life  was  like  one  piece  of  beneficence : 
what  elfe  made  he  his  dally  bulinefs,  but  todif- 
fufe  felicity,  through  the  fouls  and  bodies  of 

•  Matth.  siv  14.  15  .31.  j |  hvke  tii.  13. 
g  Matth.  XV.  34, 
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thofe  whofe  nature  he  bad  aiTumed  ?  He  who 
taught  this  fublime  lefTon,  “  It  is  more  bleffed 
“  to  give  than  to  receive  was  undoubtedly 
blelTed  with  that  giving  fpirit  which  he  recom¬ 
mended  *.  It  mull;  have,! been  in  the  fince^ 
rity  of  his  foul,  that  “  he  went  about  doing 
“  good.”  He  felt,  that  to  give  is  like  the  fe¬ 
licity  of  God,  whereas  to  receive  is  but  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  a  dependent  and  indigent  being. 

As  to  Chrift’s  profeflions  of  piety  toward  his 
Father,  it  is  impofhble  to  doubt  the  fincerity  of 
themi  His  a£ls  of  devotion, were  attended  with 
a  certain  circumftance^  which,  in  the  common 
eftimation  of  mankind,  is  always  thought  to 
fland  in  conne£lion  wdth  candour.  Secrecy  is 
the  circumflance  I  mean.  We  read  of  innume¬ 
rable  afls  of  piety  our  Lord  daily  performed  j 
at  the  fame  time,  it  is  noticed,  that  he  retired. 
He  chufed  to  be  alone  in  his  intercourfes  with 
the  Parent  of  fouls.  This  never  was,  and  ne¬ 
ver  will  be  the  manner  of  hypocrites  :  they 
want  to  be  fecn,  they  want  to  be  heard  j  they 
feek  to  alarm  the  eyes  of  the  multitude,  and  to 
captivate  the  applaufe  of  the  inconfiderate 
mob. 

On  what  colour  of  foundation  can  any  per- 
fon  alledge,  that  Chrift’s  profeflions  of  piety 
feigned  P  Were  thefe  devotions  which,  it 
may  be  faid,  he  breathed  every  moment,  all  ar¬ 
tificial  ?  w^ere  they,  like  a  loofe  garment,  poli¬ 
tically  alTumed  ?  If  they  were  alTumed,  he  muft 

•  Afls  XX  JJ. 
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have  aimed  at  fome  worldly  and  political  ends  j 
but  if  ever  the  human  mind  was,  in  any  in- 
hance,  fuperior  to  thefe,  the  mind  of  Chrift 
was  fuperior  to  them  :  his  devotion,  like  a  ftea- 
dy  unextinguifliable  lire,  accompanied  him  at 
all  times,  through  all  the  days  of  his  duration 
on  earth  j  and  ihone  with  an  uniformity  no 
dilTembler  was  ever  able  to  mimic.  It  adhered 
to  him  at  his  laid  moments,  when  all  artifices 
are  dropped :  nay,  it  blazed  forth  with  the 
greatefi:  dignity  under  the  deepeft  cloud.  At 
the  dark  hour,  when  he  hung  on  the  crofs, 
when  he  was  about  to  breathe  out  his  laid,  when 

he  had  none  to  look  to  but  God  j - to  God 

he  then  looked, , with  fo  heroic  and  fo  uncom¬ 
mon-  a  faith,  as  demonldrated,  that  an  uncom¬ 
mon  intimacy  had  pre-exi{ted  between  them. 
How  pkafantly,  and  even  triumphantly,  does 
he  deliver  up  life  !  “  He  faid,  It  is  finiflied  : 
and  he  bowed  his  head,  and  gave  up  the 
ghofd  *  !”  With  what  a  holy  and  unfliaken 
confidence  does  he  commend  his  fpirit  into  the 
hands  of  him  w'^ho  is  the  Father  of  fpirits  f  ! 

To  mention  no  more,  our  Lord  did,  on  all 
occafions,  profefs  a  fdeady  zeal  againfd  vice  and 
unrighteoufnefs  ;  and  was  not  his  behaviour  to¬ 
ward  the  Pharifees,  a  demonldraticn  of  the 
mold  confummate  uprightncfs  ? —  The  Phari¬ 
fees  were  men  of  great  influence.  By  an  art¬ 
ful  addrefs,  by  the  outfide  of  devotion,  and  by 
an  extreme  delicacy  in  things  of  no  moment  j 

•  John  xlx.  JO.  f  Luke  xxiii.  4<J. 
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they  had,  by  thefe  methods,  acquired  a  com¬ 
manding  fway  over,  the  people.  If,  therefore,. 
Jefus  Chrift  had  any  temporal  views  to  pro¬ 
mote,  or  any  worldly  intereft.  to  ferve,  or  if 
he  had  been  difpofcd  to  play  the.  politician  in 
any  refpeifl;,  prudence  would  have  induced  him 
to  make  his  court  to  thefe  men  :  but  he  faw 
through  thefe  whitened  fepulchres  ;  he  faw 
they  concealed  the  biackeft  vices  under  the 
paint  of  a  glittering  profeliion  ;  and  therefore 
lie  chufed  to  treat,  them  with  all  manner  of 
freedom,  like  one  who  was  a  flranger  to  the 
ways  of  flattery  and  diflimulation.- — Pie  knew 
them  to  be  covetous  men,  flaves  to  an  unbri¬ 
dled  avarice :  he  knew  them  to  be  ambitious, 
men*,  haughty,overbearIng,andfupercilious;  lo¬ 
ving  the  uppermofl  feats,  the  moil;  fulfome  fa.- 
liitarions,  and  every  other  diftinguifhing  mark 
of  human  refpect.  It  is.  therefore  no  wonder, 
if  he  reprimanded  them  with  an  edge  and 
keennefs  totally  out  oi  h.\Sy.  or  dinar Now,, 
to  what  other  principle,  but  to  the  moft  tho¬ 
rough  integrity  •,  an  integrity  not  bialTed  by  any 
felfifli  view,  or  any  corrupt  defire  ;  proof  a- 
gainfe  the  influence  of  hope,  proof  againfl:  the 
influence  of  fear;  that  could  not  fhape  itfelf  to 
exterior  circum fiances,  or  comply  with  the 
times,  or  play  the  lajl  ambiguous  game  :  I  fay^ 
to  what  other  principle,  but  an  invincible  can¬ 
dour,  fliall  we  attribute  his  bold  dealings  to¬ 
ward  the  Pbarifaical  tribe  ?  his  lafliing  that  po¬ 
pular  feff  in  fo  fpirited  a  way  :  To  all  others 
he  was  a  lavih)  to  them  he  beiiavcti  like  a  //o.v,. 
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dilTeftlng  their  dark  pradlices,  unvailing  their 
fecret  fprings,  and  expofing  their  many  cor¬ 
ruptions  with  a  vehemence  that  hardly  ever 
fubiidedk  “  Wo  unto  you,  (fays  he),  fcribes> 
“  and  Pharifees,  hypocrites,  who  devour  wl-* 
dows  houfes,  .and  for  a  pretence  make  long^ 
“  prayers',  ye  lhall  therefore  receive  the  greater 
“  damnation  As  if  our  Redeemer  had- 
faid,  “  The  hotteft  hell  is  prepared  for  you,. 
“  ye  counterfeit  worihippers  of  God,  who  lift 
“  up  covetous  eyes  and  rapacious  hands  to- 
“  heaven  ;  and  while  you  pretend  to  fuperior 
“  purity,  do  under  that  cover  commit  the  mod: 

cruel  injuftice,  where  the  circumftances  calf 
“  you  to  fhow  the  mod  tender  humanity,” 

The  lad- branch  of  truth  is  that  of  fidelity  5, 
as  when  a  perfon  is  true  to  his  chargey  true  to 
tlie  office  and  chara^der  with  which  he  is  veded. 
Docs  not  this  apply  to  jefus  Chrid  in  the  high- 
ed  degree?  \\o'(n faithfully  did  he  difeharge  e- 
very  part  of  the  great  funflion  devolved  upon^ 
him!  “  The- Son  of  man  came  to  feek  and  to 
“  fave  that  which  was  lod  to  reclaim  the- 
rebellious*,  to  redeem  men  from  their  follies- 
and  vices,  and- from  all  the  dedructive  confe-- 
quences  of  them  ;  to  lead  them  on,  as  their" 
captain,  to  glory,  and  to  virtue,  to  righteouf- 
nefs,  to  heaven,  to  God.  He  took  the  pro-- 
pered  methods  for  eSeiluating  thefe  glorious-> 
purpofes.  This  was  his  peculiar  charge  given^ 
him  by  the  dedination  of  the  Almighty ;  ancU 

E-g  to> 
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to  this  he  devoted  himfelf  with  an  unwearied 
zreal.  Nothing  could  divert  his  attention  from 
thefe  objects,  or  cool  the  ardor  with  which  he 
purfued  them.  He  bravely  faced  every  danger 
in  purfuit  of  his  duty,  and  ftood  the  fhock  of 
the  moft  fevere  Aifferings,  with  all  the  firmnefs 
of  one  who  had  no  other  concern,  but  to  ap¬ 
prove  himfelf  to  that  Being,  whofe  wifdom  and 
goodnefs  planned  the  redemption  of  human, 
nature.  When  he  was  brought  before  the  fu- 
preme  court  of  the  Jews,  where  the  high 
prieft  prefided,  he  was  adjured  by  the  living, 
God,  to  tell  whether  he  was  the  Chrift :  his 
anfwer  was  explicit,  “  I  am  * he  behaved 
with  a  magnanimity  that  Ihewed  he  held  the 
bonds  of  truth  inviolably  facred  ;  and  that  he 
preferred  the  honeft  part  to  all  the  impulfes  of 
felf-prefervation,  by  which  the  fortitude  of 
numbers  hath  been  overpowered :  in  like  man¬ 
ner,  the  Apoftle,  fpeaking  of  the  confeffion  he 
.emitted  before  Pontius  Pilate,  calls  It  a  good 
confeffion  -j .  The  v/ord  fignifies  an  honeft  or 
honourable  confeffion,  brought  forth  by  an 
integi’ity  that  dreaded  ono  confcquence. 

J  n  that  fublime  prayer  which  our  Lord  ad- 
drefled  to  his  Father  a  little  before  he  fuffer- 
ed,  are  thefe  remarkable  words :  I  have  glo- 
“  rifted  thee  on  earth  ;  I  have  ftniflied  the 

work  thou  gaveft  me  to  do  :  and  now,  O  Fa- 
“  ther,  glorify  thou  me  with  thine  own  felf,”&c. 
Such  language  as  this  never  became  a  human 

•  Maik  5JV.  61  i  f  J  Tim.  rnv  o/xoSoyUy. 
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mouth  but  /?is  ow7t4  If  any  man,  from  the 
day  that  God  created  man  on  the  earth, 
fhould  juftify  himfelf,  or  fay  he  was  fo 
perfect  as  this,,  would  not  his  own  confcience 
give  him  theUie  How  broken  is  the  beft  obe¬ 
dience  of  th6  beft  fervants  of  God  !  how  mixed 
their  purity  and  virtue  !  many  days  and  hours 
but  finfully  fpent.  Many  like  blanks,  not  filled 
up  with  any  thing  that  can  do  them  honour, 
or  give  them  peace  on  refle(ftion.  Jefus  Chrift,. 
and  he  on/y,  could  fay,  “  I  have  finifhed  the 
“  work  thou  gaveft  me  to  do.”  They  are  the 
words  of  one  who  was  confeious  of  an  untaint¬ 
ed fidelity  i  who  knew  he  had  now  implement¬ 
ed  his  charge,  and  done  it  fo  fidly,  that  his  fer- 
vices  were  every  way  commenfurate  to  the  ap-^ 
pointments  of  Heaven.  — So  much  for  the  fe- 
cond  thing  we  propofed  tofliew,  That  the  bleflT- 
ed  Jefus  was  full  of  grace,  and  full  of  truth ; 
that  thefe  two  in  conjundlion  formed  his  cha¬ 
racter.  One  would  think  the  bare  reprefenta- 
tion  of  fuch  virtues,  being  fufiicient  to  mani- 
feft  the  dignity  of  them,  might  fuperfede  the 
laft  thing  we  propofed  \  but  as  it  is  a  matter  of 
the  greateft  importance,  we  lliall  proceed, 

III.  To  offer  a  few  things  in  fupport  of  this 
plain  propofition.  That  where  truth  and  good- 
nefs  are  united,  there  is  a  character  of  true 
glory. 

I.  One  evidence  of  the  glory  of  this  charac¬ 
ter  is,  that  the  oppofite  is  a  piece  of  confum- 
mate  deformity.  Let  one  fet  his  imagination 

to 
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to  work,,  in  order  to  find  out  the  bafejl  of  all 
diaraclers,  and  he  mull:  needs  land  upon  this, 
falfehood  in  conjundion  with  malice.  Hu¬ 
man  nature  recoils  at  the  very  idea.  It  is  a 
proper  deferiptiou  of  Satan  ;  it  is  hell  drawn 
out  to  the  life. 

2.  Truth  conneded'wiih  goodnefs  mull  needs 
conftitute  a  glorious  charadler,  becaufe  they 
are  the  fource  of  dignity  to  every  other  endow¬ 
ment,  No  other  quality  is  eftimable  without, 
them.  What  a  forbidding  afpecl  have  power 
and  difeernment,  without  benevolence  and- 
candour!  Penetration  not  circumferibed  by  ve¬ 
racity,  is  mere  cunning,  and  can  be  reckoned 
no  better  than  vile  fraud  and;  deceit.  Power 
disjoined  from  goodnefs,  is  a  lawlefs  and  licen¬ 
tious  fword,  infpiring  horror,  and  dealing  de- 
llruftion  anion g  all  within  its  circumference. 
We  are  afraid  of  fagacity,  we  are  afraid  of 
firength,  when  they  hand  alone  by  themfelves  y 
but  fo  foon  as  we  think  they  are  lodged  in  be¬ 
nevolent  hands,  that  moment  we  embrace  them 
with  ardor,  and  rely  upon  them  with  confi¬ 
dence,  on  account  of  the  kind  principle  that 
eondufts  the  exertion  of  them. 

3.  Truth  and  goodnefs  conjoined  give  us  the 
idea  of  a  fupreme  glory,  becaufe  it  is  an  imita¬ 
tion  of  the  Supreme  Being,  in  the  raoft  glo¬ 
rious  of  all  his  perfe(flions.  Even  with  refpecl 
to  the  powers  of  the  earth,  does  the  glory  of  a 
crowned  head  confift  in  the  extent  of  his  pow'er, 
or  in  the  widenefs  of  his  dominions  ?  No  :  it 
confifts  in  the  benevolence  and  veracity  whidv 
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animate  his  foul ;  in  his  difpofition  to  make 
tl>ofe  happy  over  whom  he  prefides,  in  his  fa¬ 
therly  care  to  prote(ft  them,  to  avert  tyranny, 
oppreflion,  and  every  kind  of  mifery  from 
them.  And  does  not  the  King  of  the  univerfe 
place  his  glory  there  too  “  The  kingdom  of 
“  of  God,  (fiys  the  Apoftle),  Is  righteoufuefs, 

“  peace,  and  joy  hloft  reraarkabie  words !  ; 
Though  the  heavens  and  the  earth,,  and  all  the 
fulnefs  of  them,  are  the  Lord’s  \  though  his 
empire  takes  in  all  worlds,  and  all  nature,  to 
fpeak  fo,  hangs  on  the  word  of  his  power  *,  yet, 
mere  dominionj  mere  fovereignty,  is  not  the 
kingdom  of  the  Almighty.  It  is  not  what  he 
reputeth  his  kingdom.  Weak  men,  and  men  of 
daftardly  fouls,  are  fond  of  power  for  powei’s 
fake  ;  but  the  greateft  of  all  beings  hath  other 
ideas  of  government.  The  kingdom  of  God, 
the  glory  of  his  kingdom,  as  he  eftipaates  him- 
felf,  is  righteoiifnefs  f.peeicey  and  joy.  Is  not  this-' 
plainly  faying,  that  as  truth  and  goodnefe  are 
the  grand  fpring  of  bis  adminiftration  j  fo  the 
prevalency  of  virtue  and  happinefs  among  his 
reafonable  fuhjcfts,  is  the  ultimate  intention  of 
it. 

4.  IMuft  not  that  be  a  folid  and  genuine 
glory  which  infpites-a  folid  and  genuine  hap- 
pinefs?  What  an  elTential  difference  is  therebe¬ 
tween  true  glory,  and  that  w'hich  the  world 
hath  often  dicnihed  with  that  name?  The  laid 
is  but  a  falfe  oftentation  :  there  is  many  an  un- 

happy. 
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happy  man  under  a  fplendid  robe,  under  an  il- 
luftrious  title,  under  all  the  pomp  of  honour, 
luxury,  and  power.  Could  we  look  into  the 
infide  of  numbers,  whofe  outfidc,  perhaps,  is 
magnificent,  we  Ihould  find  it  torn  with  variety 
of  vexatious  paffions,  difconient,  jealoufy,  fear, 
care,  anxiety,  remorfc.  It  isj  therefore,-  but  a 
mock  appearance  at  bell: :  it  can  be  reckoned 
no  better  than  the  ghoft  of  glory  and  happi- 
nefs  ;  they  feel  unhappinefs  within  giving  the 
lie  to  the  whole  glare  of  external  felicity. 
Whereas  the  glory  that  fhone  round  the 
Mefliah,  is  of  that  kind  that  makes  the  pro¬ 
prietor  happy,  and  diffufes  happinefs  among 
all  within  the  fphere  of  its  influence.  Health 
and  peace,  every  great,  and  rich,  and  ami¬ 
able  treafure,  are  fure  to  fpring  from  this 
fountain.  ,  , 

•  5.  There  Is  an  Independency  in  this,  fort  of 
glory  that  ftrongly  marks  the  authenticity  of 
it.  It  does  not,  like  the  glory  of  the  world, 
hang  on  the  humours  of  men,  or  the  caprice  of 
fortune.  Earthly  fplendour  depends  on  a  thou- 
fand  precarious  circumftances,  W'hich  are  not 
in  the  power  of  the  owner,  and  which  the  deep* 
eft-laid  policy  is  not  able  to  afeertain.  How 
falfe  are  the  fmiles  of  profperity  !  how  uncer¬ 
tain  the  favour  of  men  !  how  precarious  the 
breath  of  the  mob  !  how  prone  to  change  fides  ! 
Ptapid  fometimes  has  been  the  tranfttion  from 
their  applaufe  to  their  reproach  and  deriflon.  To¬ 
day  have  men  been  furrounded  with  all  that 
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the  world  thinks  fplendid,  and  to-morrow  le¬ 
velled  with  the  duft,  and  covered  with  igno¬ 
miny  ;  whereas  the  glory  here  aferibed  to  Je- 
fus,  is  liable  to  be  affected  by  no  revolution.  It 
lies  at  the  mercy  of  no  fortuitous  event:  it  is  a 
glory  inherent  in  the  foul ;  as  we  do  not  derive 
it  from  men,  fo  neither  can  men  take  it  from 
Its. 

6.  The  glory  here  attributed  to  Chrift  mull 
appear  to  be  genuine  in  the  judgement  of  every 
^onfiderate  mind  ;  becaufe  it  ftands  every  teft ; 
the  teft  of  epol  deliberate  refleiftion,  the  teft 
of  friends  and  foes,  the  teft  of  time  and  eter¬ 
nity.  Sometimes  men  pay  dear  for  what  paf- 
fes  in  the  world  for  glory  ;  it  is  acquii'ed  by 
fuch  methods  as  they  are  forced  to  condemn 
on  a  ferious  review.  They  fuffer  within  for 
the  external  luftre  with  which  they  are  clothed. 
But  who,  at  any  time,  ever  felt  remorfe  for  an 
upright  and  benevolent  condufi  ?  What  man 
ever  recollefled  deeds  of  this  nature,  without 
being  inwardly  pleafed  ?  As  they  approve  them- 
felves  to  every  man’s  confcience,  fo  friends  and 
foes  unite  in  doing  them  juftice.  Seldom  are 
men  fo  depraved,  or  fo  far  divefted  of  their 
primitive  nature,  as  not  to  venerate  a  character 
made  up  of  integrity,  friendfliip,  and  mercy. 
There  is  fomething  fo  amiable  in  thefe  endow¬ 
ments,  that  they  extort  praife  from  the  very 
people  whom  they  feem  to  upbraid.  How  of¬ 
ten  have  bad  men  acknowledged,  and  with  ad¬ 
miration,  the  virtues  of  thofe  they  were  enemies 
to?  What  an  honourable  teftimony  does  Pyrrhus 
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■King  of  Epirus,  when  at  war  with  the  Romans, 
gave  to  their  general  Fabricius-!  Fabricius 
•had  notified  to  Pyrrhus  a  perfidious  plot  laid 
for  his  life.  So  generous  an  office  from  the 
hand  of  an  enemy,  melted  the  King.  At  read¬ 
ing  the  letter  of  that  ilhiflrious  Roman,  he  ut¬ 
tered  with  a  kind  of  rapture,  thefe  words : 
This  is  Fabricius.  As  foonwill  the  fun  leave 
his  courfe,  as  he  depart  from  the  road  of  ho- 
nour  and  goodnefs.”  I  may  appeal  to  every 
man  of  fenfe  in  this  audience,  if  he  would  not 
prefer  an  encomium  like  this,  and  from  the 
mouth  of  an  adverfarv,  to  all  that  fuperficial 
glitter  with  which  the  imdifcerning  are  fo  apt 
to  be  charmed.  In  all  ages,  and  among  all  na¬ 
tions  of  men,  hath  this  ch5ra\S;er  been  held  in 
rcquefi:  ;  and  it  will  ahvays  be  held  fo  through 
all  the  different  periods  of  time,  fo  long  as  hu¬ 
man  nature  is  conffituted  in  the  manner  it  is. 

Finally,  when  time  fhall  give  place  to  eter¬ 
nity,  this  is  the  only  thing  that  will  be  attended 
to  by  the  Deity.  No  other  quality,  no  other 
endowment,  (hall  bear  any  price  at  his  bar ; 
but  in  proportion  as.it  operated  in  dueTubor- 
dination  to  truth  and 'benevolence.  That  infi¬ 
nite  Being,  who  himfelf  is  endued  with  an  ef- 
fential  goodnefs,  and  a  never-failing  veracity, 
will  be  fure  to  fmile  on  thofe  moral  fubjects  of 
his,  in  whom  he  fhall  difeern  his. own  image  ; 
their  rew^ard  is  with  the  Lord  ;  and  fuch  a  re¬ 
ward  as  (hall  become  the  King  of  nature  to 
give,  and  the  friends  of  the  King  to  receive. 
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Thus  we  have  endeavoured,  as  was  propo- 
fed,  to  fhow  what  is  meant  by  grace,  and  what 
by  truth  j  that  thefe  two.in  conjun<h;ion  formed 
the  charafter  of  Mefiiah  j  that  where  truth  and 
goodnefs  meet  together,  there  is  a  charadler  of 
true  glory.  It  remains,  by  way  of  improve¬ 
ment,  that  I  take  the  libeiay  to  remind  you  as 
well  as  niyfelf,  of  the  facred  obligations  we  are 
under  to  imitate  him  who  was  full  of  grace 
and  truth. 

1.  Let  us  ferioufiy  conlider,  lyiat  we  were 
early  confecrated  to  him.  We  are  his  dii'ciples 
by  public  profeffion  :  we  have  devoted  ourfelves 
to  him  by  folemn  engagement  5  and  many  of  us 
by  the  office  we  bear  in  his  church.  Do  not 
ihefe  confiderations  loudly  call  upon  us  to 
form  oiir  lives  on  the  model  of  his.  If,  in  the 
fchools  of  learning  among  the  Pagans  and 
Jews,  one  had  lived  in  contradiction  to  the 
maxims  of  the  fchool  to  which  he  belonged, 
how  contemptible  muft  he  have  appeared  in 
the  eyes  of  an  impartial  Judge  ?  no  Icfs  con¬ 
temptible  muft  we  appear,  if,  amidft  our  Chri- 
ftian  profeffion,  or  under  the  facrednefs  of 
the  miqiftei'ial  character;  tve  trample  upon  the 
cfl'ential  laws  of  the  Chriftian  fchool,  and  de¬ 
generate  from  the  life  of  our  glorious  Founder. 
It  is  eafy  for  men  to  profefs ;  but  the  world 
will  take  our  character  from  fometbing  elfe 
than  profeffion.  The  adtions  of  bad  men  are 
a  ftronger  proof  that  they  are  not  Chi  ifrians, 
than  their  profeffions  can  be  that  they  are. 

2.  Let  us  confider  that  to  imitate  him  who 
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was  full  of  grace  and  truth,  is  the  bed  method 
we  can  take  to  recommend  his  religion,  and  to 
remove  all  prejudices  againft  it.  Numbers  of 
people,  inftead  of  being  at  the  pains  to  examine 
Chriftianity,  are  apt  to  form  their  ideas  of  it 
from  the  lives  of  thofe  who  fay  they  believe  it. 
Were  it  the  fadf,  that  our  converfations  are  be-, 
coming  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  *,  that  piety,  vera¬ 
city,  and  mercy,  are  interwoven  with  our  ha¬ 
bitual  conduct  j  would  not  this  difpofe  the 
world,  to  think  well  of  an  inftitutioii  that  pro-^ 
duccd  fuch  amiable  efFe<5ls  ?  But  when  none  of 
thefe  virtues  are  to  be  feen  adorning  our  walk  j 
when  the  oppolite  vices  of  impiety,  injaltice, 
malice,  and  falfehood,  are  perceived  to  mix 
with  our  daily  behaviour  ;  what  a  fatal  wound 
mud  this  give  to  the  caufe  of  religion  ?  how 
can  the  gofpel  make  progrefs,  when  fuch  a  bar 
Bands  in  its  way  ?  what  a  number  of  injurious 
relleftions  mufl  it  occafion  to  be  thrown  on  the 
worthy  name  by  which  we  are  called  ?  and  yet, 
perhaps,  it  is  not  impoffible  to  dnd  fome  zeal¬ 
ous  profeflbi's  dealing  deep  in  thefe  vices,  as  if 
Chriil’s  religion  were  only  a  name\  or  as  if  the 
all-feeing  Judge  could,  be  impofed  upon  by  gri¬ 
mace. 

3.  Intent  fliould  all  of  us  be  on  imitating  the 
bldled  Jefus,  if  it  were  no  . more  but  in  conii- 
tleration  of  his  kindnefs  to  man.  Hath  he  lo¬ 
ved  human  nature  to  that  degree  which  the 
gofpel  declares  :  hath  he  tedified  his  love  by  fo 
pxpendve  an  evidence  as  is  there  reprefentcd  j 
ihould  not  our  bed:  defires  go  forth  to  meet 
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this  beft  of  friends  ?  It  is  needlefs  to  fay,  that 
from  love  to  imitation,  there  is  an  cafy  tranli- 
tion.  AVe  borrow,  almofi;  imperceptibly,  the 
manners  of  thefe  we  have  a  thorough  aifedion 
for. 

4.  Let  us  exert  ourfelves  more  and  more  in 
fefembling  our  Lord,  feeing  we  are  furnifhed 
by  himfelf  with  every  necelTary  aid  for  that 
purpofe.  The  frailty  of  our  nature  can  be  no 
apology  for  ncgle<fling  to  walk  as  Chrift  walk¬ 
ed.  He  hath  promifcd  his  holy  Spirit,  on  the 
eafy  terms  of  praying  earnePdy  for  it.  i\lk, 
“  and  ye  fltall  receive  5  feek,  and  ye  fliall  find 

knock,  and  it  lhall  be  opened  to  you,” 

5.  Let  us  flrive  with  all  our  might  to  be  like 
our  gracious  Redeemer  *,  confidering  that  this 
is  a  neceflary  and  efiential  preparation  for  the 
enjoyment  of  him.  The  bleifcd  prefence  of 
Chrift  conftitutes  the  Chriftian  paradife.  “  It 

is  a  being  for  ever  with  the  Lord.”  From 
this  every  perfon  perceives  the  necefiity  of  re- 
fembling  him  in  this  world,  in  order  to  our  de¬ 
riving  happinefs  from  his  company  in  the  world 
to  come.  No  agreeable  fociety  can  fubllft  be¬ 
tween  thofe  whofe  tempers  correfpond  not 
one  to  another.  We  are  taught  to  confider 
heaven  as  the  confummation  of  a  holy  and  vir¬ 
tuous  temper:  there  truth  lhall  reign  in  its  na¬ 
tive  fimplicity  :  Candour  arrives  at  an  invio¬ 
lable  firmnefs  :  Devotion  glows  with  everlaft- 
ing  ardor  :  Friendlhip  is  above  fufpicion,  and 
knows  no  interruption  to  its  fidelity.  From 
this  it  follows,  that  if  a  man  v/apt  goodnefs 
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anti  truth,  he  woult!  be  out  of  his  elemeut 
were  he  in  heaven  :  If  I  have  not  the  fpirit 

of  Chrift,  I  am  none  of  his  of  courfe  my 
being  locally  with  him,  though  that  were  per¬ 
mitted,  could  not  render  me  happy. 

Let  us  never  lofe  fight  of  the  great  defign  of 
the  paftoral  office ;  which  is,  that  we  may  be  in- 
ilrumental  in  diffufing  the  Chriftian  fpirit,  the 
fpirit  of  love,  rightcoufnefs,  and  timth  \  and  in 
keeping  it  alive  on  the  earth  as  far  as  found 
^ioiftrine,  and  a  good  exa.mple,  may  contribute 
to.  it.  “  Let  us  take  heed  to  ourfelves,  and  to 
“  the  flock  over  which  we  have  been  appointed 
“  overfeers.”  Let  us  beware  of  feeding,  it 
may  rather  be  faid  chcatingy  the  fouls  of  men 
with  the  falfe  diet  of  found  and  grimace.  Let 
us  beware  of  wafting  our  fire  upon  forms,  or 
upon  dark  fpeculations :  let  it  be  rather  laid 
out  in  tranferibing  the  life  of  the  Son  of  God. 
Let  us  fo  contemplate  the  High  Prieft  of  our 
profeflion,  as  to  he  changed  into  the  fame  /- 
mage,  from  glory  to  glory.  Confeious.  of  our 
own  imbecility,  let  ys  look  to  the  Rock  that  is. 
higher  than  we  let  us  conftantly  go  on  in  the 
ftrength  of  the  Lord,  breathing  the  humility 
he  breathed,  the  meeknefs  and  devotion  he 
breathed,  the  goodnefs,  integrity,  and  friend- 
fhip,  he  breathed  *,  that  when  the  great  vifitation 
of  human  nature  comes  on,  we  may  be  found 
of  him  in  peace,  and  iu  our  proportion  fhare  the 
dignity  with  which  he  is  crowned. 

To  conclude,  Now  are  we  the  fons  of 
‘‘  God  :  now  are  we  the  fervants  and  minifters 
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of  Chrift  and  it  doth  not  yet  appear  what  we 
“  fhallbe  j  but  we  know,  that  when  he  fhall  ap- 
pear,  . we  fhallbe  like  him,  for  we  lhall  fee  him 
**  as  he  is  :  “  We  fliall  behold  his  glory,  the 
“  glory  as  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father, 
“  full  of  grace  and  truth.  *■*  The  throne 
“  of  grace  and  truth,  the  throne  of  God 
“  and  of  the  Lamb,,  fhall  be  there  ;  and  his 
“  fervants  fhall  ferve  him  ;  'and  they  fhall  fee 
“  his  face ;  and  his  name  fliall  be  on  their 
**  forehead.” 


S  E  K- 
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The  fear  of  the  Divine  goodnefs. 

By  John  Scotland,  V.  D.  M. 

IIo  s  E  A,  ili.  5. 

Afteriuaril  jhall  the  children  of  Ifrael  return^ 
and  feek  the  Lord  their  God,  and  David  their 
Icivg,  ayidfhall  fear  the  Lordj  and  his  goodnefs^. 
in  the  latter  days, 

- - Shall fear  the  Lord,  and  his  goodnefs. - - 

TH  E  prophet  Hofea  was  fent  to  repi'ove 
the  people  of  God  for  their  idolatry  and 
other  fins.  He  denounces  againfi:  them  the 
divine  judgements  j  and,  in  particular,  tlireat- 
ens  them,  as  in  the  preceding  verfe,  with  the 
lofs  of  all  their  public  privileges,  civil  and  reli¬ 
gious  :  a  thi'eatening  that  was  literally  fulfil¬ 
led,  upon  the  people  of  the  ten  tribes,  when 
they  were  carried  captive  by  the  king  of  Afiy- 
ria;  upon  the  Jews,  when  they  were  carried  cap¬ 
tive  into  Babylon  ;  and  afterwards,  ftill  more 
remarkably,  in  their  utter  defolation  by  the 
Homans.  But  in  the  midft  of  their  threaten- 
ings,  thefe  holy  men  the  prophets  are  dii'ccled 
to  mingle  coufolatiou.  They  fuggeft  to  the 
chofen  people  the  hopes  of  recovery  upon  their 
repentance  j,  and  tliis  principally  by  pointing 

out 
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out  the  coming  of  the  Meffiah,  that  great  de¬ 
liverer,  in  whom  their  defires  fhould  center. 

It  was  indeed  forefeen,  that  when  he  fhould 
appear,  the  people  of  the  Jews,  difappointed 
in  their  carnal  expecTtations,  would  generally 
rejeft  him.  At  the  fame  time,  it  was  alfo  foi'e- 
told,  that  the  happy  period  fhould  arrive  when, 
the  eyes  of  their  underflanding  being  enlight¬ 
ened,  they  would  as  generally  receive  him,  and 
“  all  Ifrael  fhould  be  faved  And  in  the 
verfe  where  the  text  lies,  the  prophet  gives  an 
account  of  their  behaviour  on  that  occafion  : 
“  Afterward  fliall  the  children  of  Ifrael  return, 
“  and  feek  the  Lord  their  God,  and  David 
“  their  king,”  (the  Meffiah  fo  called,  of  whom 
David  was  an  eminent  type),  “  and  fhall  fear 
the  Lord  and  his  goodnefs  in  the  latter 
“  days.” 

The  phrafe,  ‘‘  fhall  fear  the  Lord  and  his 
**  goodnefs,”  is  a  Hebrew  manner  of  fpeech, 
where  a  fubjedt  and  its  quality,  inftead  of  be¬ 
ing  connected  under  that  form,  are  connefled 
as  two  fubjeifts.  Thus  Samuel  reproving  Saul 
for  difobeying  the  command  of  God,  faith, 
“  Stubbornnefs  is  as  iniquity  and  idolatry  f 
the  fame  as  if  it  had  been  faid,  “  Idolatrous 
“  iniquity.”  And  thus,  in  the  pafiage  before 
us,  “  to  fear  the  Lord  and  his  goodnefs,”  fim- 
ply  means  “  to  fear  the  divine  goodnefs.” 

As  thefe  words  refer  to  the  times  of  the  go- 
fpel,  and  are  plainly  defcriptive  of  that  fpirit 
which  belongs  to  the  Chriflian  character,  it 
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■will  be  of  importance  for  us  to  confider  this 
matter,  and  the  ufe  to  which  it  ought  to  be 
improved.  This,  therefore,  I  lhall  attempt  in 
your  hearing. 

“  They  (hall  fear  the  Lord,  and  his  good- 

nefs.” 

Perhaps  it  may  be  thought,  that  as  goodnefs 
is  the  proper  objedt  of  love,  and  the  gofpel  is 
the  moft  illuftrious  difplay  of  the  divine  good¬ 
nefs,  it  would  have  been  fitter  if  the  prophet 
had  mentioned  love,  rather  than  fear,  as  the 
movement  to  be  here  excited.  But  the  prophet 
knew  well  what  he  faid  ;  he  knew  the  falfe 
bias  of  the  human  heart,  and  fuited  his  expref- 
fion  accordingly.  There  is  a  fear  belonging  to 
the  fervice  of  an  arbitrary  mafter,  which  is  the 
fear  of  a  flave.  There  is  a  fear  that  men  have 
in  a  tedious  and  rigorous  fervice,  a  failure  in 
which  fubjedls  them  to  certain  and  prefent  pu- 
niflrment ;  and  fuch  was  the  fear  of  the  Jews 
under  the  Mofaic  law.  But  there  is  alfo  a  fear 
of  which  goodnefs  itfelf  is  the  objedl,  and 
which  very  properly  belongs  to  the  difpenfa- 
tion  of  the  gofpel.  The  mildnefs  and  mercy 
of  that  difpenfation  ftrongly  folicit  our  love. 
But  love  may  be  true,  or  it  may  be  fpurious. 
All  men  are  naturally  affedted  with  the  blef- 
fings  of  goodnefs ;  but  all  are  not  affedted  as 
they  ought  to  be.  And  therefore,  fuppoflng 
men  to  love,  in  fome  fort,  the  bleflings  of  the 
divine  goodnefs,  the  prophet  takes  care  that 
their  love  be  of  a  virtuous  fort,,  by  fuggefting 

the 
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the  exerclfe  of  feai'  i  of  fear,  by  no  means  in¬ 
compatible  with  love  j  but,  on  the  contrary,  aa 
ellential  part  of  it. 

The  affedlion  excited  in  our  fouls  by  the  di¬ 
vine  goodnefs,  implies  delight,  reverence,  and 
fear  of  offending  :  all  which  are  intimately  con- 
netSled,  and  all  of  them  included  in  love.  For 
the  love  of  God  is  a  mixed  affeilion  ;  though, 
to  mark  the  diftindlion  between  the  feveraL 
parts  more  ftrongly,  delight  hath  commonly 
appropriated  the  term  love,  while  the  other 
two  have  been  expreffed,  as  in  the  text,  by 
fear.  1  fliall  be  frequently  obliged  to  fpeaky 
for'the  fake  of  accuracy,  agreeably  to  this  dif- 
tinflion  5  while  yet  it  is  the  purpofe  of  this 
difeourfe  to  fliovv,  that  where  love  is  genuine, 
reverence,  and  fear  of  offending,  arc  neceffarily 
implied. 

When  our  benefactor  among  men  is  of  a. 
rank  much  fuperior  to  our  own,  we  look  up 
to  him  with  awe,  as  well  as  with  love.  And  is 
not  this  natural  and  proper  ?  or,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  mud  the  one  be  fuppofed  to  defli  oy  the 
other  ?  Coiiimon  language,  one  fliould  think, 
might  teach  men  otherwife  ;  and  that  it  is  the 
nature  of  love,  in  fpeh  a  cafe,  to  breed  awe, 
while  no-thing  is  more  ufual  than  to  fay  of  one 
who  loves  another,  though  an  equal,  or  even 
an  inferior,  that  he  treats  him  with  refpeCt. 
When  it  is  not  a  creature,  then,  but  the  Crea¬ 
tor,  the  Mod  High  over  all  the  earth,  who 
conferreth  upon  us  the  bledings  of  his  good¬ 
nefs  i 
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flpfs  ;  with  what  veneration  ought  our  minds 
to  be  filled  ?  How  do  all  his  glorious  perfec¬ 
tions  then  croud  in  upon  our  fouls,  conftrain- 
hig  us  to  fall  proftrate  before  him,  and  to  “  fear 
his  goodnefs  ?” 

The  example  of  Jacob,  who  had  received  an 
extraordinary  manifeflation  of  the  divine  good¬ 
nefs,  illuflratcs  this  fentiinent  in  a  beautiful  and 
lively  manner  :  “  And  Jacob  went  out  from 
“  fjecr/lteba,  and  went  toward  Haran.  And 
“  he  lighted  upon  a  certain  place,  and  tarried 
“  there  all  night,  becaufe  the  fun  was  fet  ;  and 
“  he  took  of  the  flones  of  that  place,  and  put 
them  for  his  pillows,  and  lay  down  in  that 
“  place  to  fleep.  And  he  dreamed,  and  be- 
“  hold,  a  ladder  fet  upon  the  earth,  and  the 
“  top  of  it  reached  to  heaven  :  and  behold,  the 
“  angels  of  God  afeending  and  defeending  on 
“it.  And  behold,  the  Lord  flood  above  it, 
and  faid,  l  am  the  Lord  God  of  Abraham  thy 
“  father,  and  the  God  of  Ifaac  :  the  land 
whereon  thou  lied,  to  thee  will  I  give  it,  and 
“  to  thy  feed.  And  thy  feed  fball  be  as  the 
“  dufl  of  the  earth  ;  and  thou  fhall  fpread  a- 
“  broad  to  the  weft,  and  to  the  eaft,  and  to  the 
“  north,  and  to  the  fouth  :  and  in  thee  and  in 
“  thy  feed  lhall  all  the  families  of  the  earth  be 
“  blefted.  And  behold,  1  am  with  thee,  and 
‘‘  will  keep  thee  in  all  places  whither  thou 
“  goeft,  and  will  bring  thee  again  into  this 
land  :  for  I  will  not  leave  thee,  until  I  have 
done  that  which  1  have  fpoken  to  thee  of. 
“  And  Jacob  awaked  out  of  his  fleep,  and  he 

“  faid,, 
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fald,  Surely  the  Lord  is  in  this  place  ;  and  I 
“  knew  it  not.  And  he  was  afraid,  and  faid, 
“  How  dreadful  is  this  place  !  this  is  none  o- 
“  ther  but  the  houfe  of  God,  and  this  is  the 
gate  of  heaven 

Here,  ye  fee,  was  goo.dnefs  In  Its  higheft 
luftre.  Heaven  opened  ;  the  Almighty  appearr 
ing ;  the  holy  angels  miniftering  on  the  occa- 
fion  j  while  the  Lord  uttereth  his  voice,  pror 
jnifing  px'ovifion  and  protection  to  Jacob  and 
his  family  ;  enlargement  and  grandeur  to  his 
pofterity  *,  and,  to  crown  all,  the  higheft  ho¬ 
nour  that  could  be  conferred  on  a  mortal,  pror 
mifing,  that  from  him  fhould  fpring  the  Mef- 
fiah,  that  “  feed  in  whom  all  the  families  of 
“  the  earth  ftiould  be  blefted.”  Muft  not  the 
patriarch’s  foul  have  been  now  ravifhed  with 
love  ?  It  was  fo  raviflied  *,  but  how.?  “  And  Ja- 
“  cob  was  afraid,  and  faid.  How  dreadful  is 
“  this  place  !  this  is  none  other  but  the  houfe 
“  of  God,  and  this  is  the  gate  of  heaven  as 
if  his  heart  vibrated  between  reverence  and  de¬ 
light.  Thefe  emotions  were  indeed  intimately 
mixed  in  his  foul  ;  and  under  their  joint  in¬ 
fluence  he  aCts.  He  ereCfs  a  pillar  as  a  ftand- 
ing  monument  of  this  gracious  tranfaction, 
calling  it  Bethel,  or  the  houfe  of  God  ;  and 
makes  a  vow  of  perpetual  and  zealous  obe¬ 
dience.  This  was  in  the  true  fpirit  of  a  favou¬ 
rite  of  Heaven,  who  could  refleCt  wifely  where 
he  had  been,  and  how  it  became  him  to  be  afr 
feCted  j  who  felt,  that  in  the  place  where  God 
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moft  eminently  difplayeth  his  goodnefs,  there 
his  majefty  is  moft  illuftrious  ;  “  The  Lord  is 
‘‘  in  his  holy  temple  :  let  ail  the  earth  keep  ft- 
“  lence  before  him 

Majefty  and  goodnefs  united  ftrengthen  each 
other’s  influence.  Great  qualities  in  a  bene- 
fa<ftor  enhance  the  value  of  his  goodnefs,  and 
his  goodnefs  enlivens  the  impreflion  of  his 
greatnefs.  On  the  other  hand,  if  a  man  re¬ 
ceive  a  favour ’from  one  whom  he  cannot  e- 
fteem,  the  obligation  breeds  a  generous  regret, 
a  fort  of  difpleafure  tvith  himfelf,  which  damps 
the  ardor  of  his  gratitude.  Hence  a  grateful 
heart  feeks  to  feel  revei'ence :  it  is  bufy,  col- 
le^llng  all  the  great  and  refpe£l;able  qualities  of 
its  friend ;  dwells  on  them  with  a  pleaflng  awe } 
is  fond  to  magnify  and  proclaim  them  ;  and  is 
cruelly  difappointed  if  it  do  not  find  them. 

In  this  manner  do  the  worthy  receivers  of 
the  favour  of  God  run  fpontaneoufly  into 
thoughts  of  all  his  glorious  perfedlions.  His 
power  and  wifdom,  his  holinefs,  his  juftice,  his 
truth,  quickly  penetrate  their  fervent  fouls,  and 
take  fuch  faft  hold,  as  if  they  felt  the  contem¬ 
plation  and  efteem  of  thefe  to  be  necefl'ary  to 
complete  their  gratitude.  Thus  the  divine 
goodnefs  excites  our  reverence. 

It  excites,  in  the  next  place,  a  fear  to  of¬ 
fend  :  a  f^ntiment  prompted  by  goodnefs, 
where-ever  it  appears.  Stri<ftly  fpeaking,  it  is 
when  we  receive  a  favour  from  one  under  the 
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notion  of  his  being  onr  fuperior,  that  we  arc 
filled  with  reverence.  But  goodnefs,  of  itfelf, 
excites  a  fear  to  offend,  and  a  folicitude  to 
ferve  our  benefa£lor.  And  though  this  be 
called  a  “  fear”  of  his  goodnefs,  it  holds  of  the 
noblell  and  mofl  generous  principle  in  our 
frame. 

Man  is  born  with  a  fenfe  of  honour  and 
fliame.  This  works  powerfully  in  all  ingenu¬ 
ous  minds;  and  perhaps  there  is  no  man  who 
is  not,  more  or  lefs,  moved  by  it.  Now  no¬ 
thin?  excites  this  like  the  view  or  experience  of 
goodnefs.  Thus,  tve  often  find,  that  a  man 
dare  not,  for  fhame,  offer  an  injury  or  infult 
to  a  worthy  perfon,  remarkable  for  the  fweet- 
nefs  and  kindnefs  of  his  temper ;  when,  but 
for  that  appearance  of  goodnefs,  he  would 
have  wreaked  his  malice  againfl;  him  with  free¬ 
dom.  Even  children,  on  occafions  that  would 
have  excited  their  peeviihnefs  and  petulance  a- 
gainft  all  others,  are  fweetly  wrought  into  fub- 
ipifii.on  to  a  father  or  a  mafter,  who,  they 
know,  hath  been  fingularly  good  to  them.  To¬ 
wards  fuch  a  one  their  young  hearts  are  f.lled 
with  fliame,  when  they  think  of  being  fro- 
ward. 

It  is  convlftion  of  a  man’s  goodnefs  that 
produceth  in  others  this  pleafmg  and  pow’erful 
relfraint,  and  makes  them  felicitous  to  ferve 
him.  Can  it  be  otherwife,  when  w^e  experi¬ 
ence  the  goodnefs  of  God  ?  Will  a  fenfe  of  ho¬ 
nour  and  bufinefs  thus  fway  men  towards  hu¬ 
man  goodnefs?  how  then  will  it  work  to- 
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wards  God,  whofe  goodnefs  is  pure,  unmerit¬ 
ed,  immeafureable,  and  aided,  in  its  impref- 
fion,  In  the  higheft  poffiblc  degree,  by  the 
fehfe  of  his  greatnefs.  The  higheft  reverence 
joins  the  livelieft  fenfe  of  fliame,  (for  here,  the 
fenfe  of  fliame,  and  fear  of  offending,  cannot 
be  feparated  from  the  feeling  of  reverence),  to 
prompt  circumfpe<!ilion  and  care,  that  we  do 
nothing  to  offend  fo  great  a  benefadlor,  and 
the  utmoft  affiduity  and  zeal  to  do  every  thing 
to  pleafe  him. 

How  degenerate,  how  far  below  the  ftand- 
ard  of  humanity,  is  that  foul  who  is  dead  to 
the  imprcffion  of  the  divine  goodnefs  ?  and 
how  naughty,  if  profeffing  to  feel  it,  he  find 
not  himfelf  fo  prompted  by  it? — Hath  the 
hand  of  God  been  bountiful  to  thee  ?  and 
who  can  fay  it  hath  not  ?  who,  among  the 
nioft  wretched,  can  fay  that  he  enjoys  no 
good  ?  doft  thou  confider,  then,  how  free  and 
undeferved  his  bounty  is  ?  and  is  not  thy 
thankful  heart  folicitous  to  pleafe  him  .?  Art 
thou  profperous  In  thy  affairs  ?  doft  thou  con¬ 
fider,  who  it  is  that  giveth  thee  power  to  get 
“  wealth*  ?”  doft  thou  refledl,  from  whom  are 
derived  thy  food  and  raiment,  thy  houfes  and 
lands,  thine  every  poffeffion,  and  feel  no  con¬ 
cern  about  thy  behaviour  ?  Canft  thou  forget 
God,  and  fit  fecure  in  thy  dwelling  ?  “  The 

“  ftone  ftiall  cry  out  of  the  wall,  and  the  beam 

out  of  the  timber  fliall  anfwer  it,  Wo  to 

•  Dept.  vili.  i3. 
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“  the  man  *  !”  w'ho  rendereth  not  to  the  Lord 
according  to  his  goodnels. 

In  faying  that  a  man  is  ungrateful,  you  fay 
every  thing  of  him  that  is  bad.  How  we  dc- 
fpife  the  man,  who  hath  received  favours  from 
a  worthy  perfon,  and  hath  no  regard  in  what 
manner  he  Is  affected,  or  behaves  to  him  ! 
Perhaps  he  hath  importuned  and  teafed  him, 
till  he  obtain  what  he  afked  ;  and  the  moment 
after,  hath  no  feeling  but  of  the  gift,  and  fhuns 
the  giver: — we  turn  from  the  wretch  with 
fcorn,  as  bereft  of  the  fpirit  of  a  man,  and  ab¬ 
hor  the  thought  of  having  anv  connection 
with  one  in  whom  the  human  character  is  fo 
much  degraded. 

The  feeling  of  gratitude,  the  moft  pleafing 
that  belongs  to  our  frame,  is  intimately  mixed 
with  fear ;  and  it  is  ingenuous  fear  that  be- 
ftows  upon  it  activity  and  excellence.  The  ho- 
neft  heart  labours  with  thoughts  of  his  bene- 
fadtor;  cautioufly  fiiuns  every  thing  that  would 
eflend,  and  anxioufly  purfues  every  thing  that 
can  ferve  him.  And  in  proportion  to  the  fa¬ 
vour  being  greater,  and  the  pleafure  aidfing 
from  it  more  ravifhing,  this  caution  and  anxi¬ 
ety  will  increafe.  But,  what  favour  can  equal 
that  which  the  prophet  calls  “  the  goodnefs  of 
“  the  latter  days  r”  The  gofpel  is  God’s  un- 
fpeakable  gift :  and  as  it  is  more  than  a  dif- 
pcnfation  of  goodnefs,  in  the  general  fenfe  of 
goodnefs,  even  a  difpenfation  of  mercy  to  the 
miferable  ;  a  facred  ordination  of  heaven,  ‘‘  to 

*  Ilab.  i:.  ii, 
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“  preach  glad  tidings  to  the  poor,  to  bind  tip 
“the  broken-hearted,  to  proclaim  liberty  to 
“  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the  prifon 
■  “  to  them  that  are  bound  *  and  as  the  Son 
of  God,  to  accomplifh  this  purpofe,  took  up¬ 
on  him  our  nature,  appeared  “  in  the  form  of 

a  fervant,”  underwent  many  hardfhips,  and 
bare  all  manner  of  injuries,  and  at  laft,  “  hum- 
“  bled  himfelf,  and  became  obedient  to  death, 
“  even  the  death  of  the  crofs  f  —  think  how 
cur  fouls  Ihould  be  affected  ?  If  a  “  love  that 

•  “  is  ftronger  than  death  t,”  mufi;  conquer  the 
heart ;  then,  Chriftians,  behold  the  love  of 

'your  Saviour,  fuperior  to  all  the  horrors  of 
the  mod:  ignominious,  cruel,  and  accurfsd 
death  ! 

“  Depart  from  me,  for  I  am  a  finful  man, 
“  O  Lord  II  i”  was  the  exclamation  of  Peter, 
t;poa  the  miraculous  draught  of  fifhes.  He 
-  fpake  the  language  of  aftonifltment :  but,  fure- 
ly,  the  calmeft  fenfe,  if  it  be  at  all  a  true  fenfe, 
of  the  mercy  of  God  in  the  gofpel,  muff  fill  us 

•  with  the  higheft  reverence  of  the  divine  ma- 
jefty,  the  deepefl  felf-abafement,  ingenuous 
fonow  and  flaame  for  having  ofiended  him, 
fear  to  offend,  and  care  to  obey  him,  for  the 
future. 

The  apoftle  confiders  this  as  natural  and  un¬ 
avoidable  ;  and  he  puts  it  to  men  themfelvcs, 
whether  a  contrary  behaviour  can  bear  any 
other  conftruefion  than  that  of  defpifing  his 

•  If.  lii.  I.  Luke,  iv.  i8.  f  Phil.  ii.  7.  8. 

I  Song,  viii,  f.  U  Luke  v.  8. 
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goodnefs.  “  Defpileft  thou  the  riches  of  his 
“  goodnefs,  and  forbearance,  and  long-fud'er- 
“  ing;  not  knowing  that  the  goodnefs  of  God 
“  leadeth  thee  to  repentance  *  i”  “  What  ihall 

I  I'ender  unto  the  Lord. for  his  goodnefs  f  ?” 
will  be  the  anxious  inquiry  of  every  fincere 
heart,  when  he  refiecls  upon  the  goodnefs  of 
God,  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  his  providence. 
— But  the  Lord  hath  redeemed  our  fouls  from 
deftruflion  ! —  Is  it  poffible  for  the  ingenuous 
Chriilian  ever  to  forget  fuch  a  gift  and  fuch  a 
giver,  or  to  be  carelefs  about  his  behaviour  be¬ 
fore  him  ?  Will  not  an  honed;  heart  within  him 
concur  with  the  Pfalmift,  and  fay,  “  There  is 
“  forgivenefs  with  God ;  that  he  may  be  fear- 
“  ed  :j:  ?”  Yes  :  he  will  lock  up  to  his  bene¬ 
factor  with  eager  eyes,  mark  well  the  afpeCt  of 
his  providence,  and  the  declarations  of  his 
word  i  receive,  with  glad  fubmiflion,  every  no¬ 
tification  of  his  will  j  and  carefully  ftudy  to 
imitate  his  example.  Tenderly  afi:e«fi:ed  with 
the  fenfc  of  fo  much  goodnefs,  the  thought  of 
negleCt  or  difobedience  will  fill  his  foul  witlv 
horror.- 

So  fitly  doth  fear,  including  reverence,  and' 
care  to  pleafe,  correfpond  to  the  view  of  the 
divine  goodnefs.  So  nearly  is  this  allied  to 
love  ;  and  fo  efficacious  a  principle  of  all  that 
is  good  and  excellent  in  the  conduct  of  life. 
Reverence,  on  one  hand,  guarding  it  againft 
prefumption,  and  care  to  pleafe,  on  the  other, 

•  Rom,  ii.  4.  f  Pfal.  cxvi.  ij,  |  ffal.  exxx.  4. 
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againfl;  fupinenefs  and  negligence,  make  love 
to  iflue  in  a  zeal  to  obey.  Than  this  feav, 
therefore,  what  worthier  principle  can  poffefs 
the  human  breaft  ?  Who  will  be  careful  of  his 
duty,  and  attentive  to  the  whole  will  of  God  ? 
The  man  who  fears  the  divine  goodnefs.  Who 
will  poffefs  purity  of  intention  ?  who  will  join 
humility  with  zeal  ?  who  will  a<Sl  naturally, 
freely,  and  with  vigour  ?  who  will  perfevere, 
and  abound  in  every  good  work  ?  who  will 
have  fobriety  of  temper,  and  equality  of  con- 
dudl  ?  who  can  appeal  to  a  calm  and  enlight¬ 
ened  confcience  ?  in  fine,  whofe  religious 
principles  may  be  at  all  times  depended  on  ? 
Whofe,  but  the  man’s  that  feareth  the  Lord 

and  his  goodnefs 

Much  vain  controverfy  hath  been  held  about 
fear  and  love,  confidered  as  principles  of  rcli’- 
gious  conduct;  which  could  proceed  only  frotn 
mens  miftaking  both  the  fpirit  of  the  gofpel, 
and  the  nature  offhe  human  mind.  The  true 
Chriifian  principle  is  neither  love  feparated 
from  fear,  nor  fear  feparated  from  love  ;  but 
it  is  the  one  undivided  affedlion  which  refults 
from  their  perfect  union.  In  the  former  cafe, 
fear  and  love  may  divide  the  empire  of  the 
mind  between  them,  but  have  different  obje<5b, 
power  and  jufkice  merely  being  the  objeft  of 
one,  and  goodnefs  merely  the  objefl  of  the 
other.  In  tlie  latter  cafe,  they  coalefce,  and 
mutually  interchange  their  obje(fl;s.  The  good 
man  loves  God’s  righteoufnefs,  and  fears  his 
goodnefs.  Indeed,,  their  vej-y  nature  when  u- 

nited. 
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nited,  is  different  from  what  it  is  when  they 
are  feparated  ;  and  the  confequences  are  fuit- 
able.  Fear  of  God’s  power  or  juftice,  may  in¬ 
duce  a  conftrained,  niggardly,  inconftant  obe¬ 
dience  but  fear  of  his  goodnefs,  an  obedience 
cheerful,  liberal,  and  uniform.  On  the  other 
hand,  love,  implying  mere  delight,  may  be 
highly  impaffioned  ;  love  coupled  with  fear  is 
enlightened,  and  ferene.  The  former  may  be 
brifk  and  daring,. but  is  irregular,  and  tranfient, 
and  burns,  like  the  lightning  of  heaven,  only 
to  confume  :  the  other  is  mild,  regular,  and 
fleady,  and  glows,  like  the  genial  warmth  of 
the  fun,  to  refrefh  and  ftrengthen. 

The  confequences  of  feparating  fear  and 
love  are  indeed  more  pernicious  than  many 
are  aware  of.  How  often  hath  it  been  feen, 
that  when  either  of  them  prevails  apart,  it  ener¬ 
vates  the  mind,  mifleads  mens  apprehenfions 
of  truth  and  duty,  and  lays  wafte  the  confei- 
ence.  Particularly^  how  often  hath  that  pi’e- 
fumption  and  felf-complacency,  which  fome 
men  falfely  dignify  with  the  name  of  love,  ex- 
;  alted  enthufiafts,  in  their  own  imaginations,  a- 
above  the  neceflity  of  regarding  the  divine  law. 

>  Sometimes  they  have  been  known  to  fay  fo 
but,  much  oftner,  what  they  dare  not  utter 
with  their  lips,  they'will  fpeak,  however,  in- 
»  wardly  to  their  own  hearts.  And  fo  fi'uitful 
'  in  refources  is  a  felf-deceived  heart,  that  they 
can  hide  this  prefumption  from  their  own 
view,  even  under  the  guife  of  humility.  They 
look  as  if  they  were' afraid,  left  the  notion  of 
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obedience  being  neceflary,  fhould  appear  like 
pleading  a  mei'it  with  God  ;  as  if  to  be 
true  to  what  ye  profefs,  was  the  fame  as  to 
advance  the  moll  arrogant  claim.  Ye  profefs 
love  to  God  ;  and  we  fay,  that,  in  confequence 
of  this,  it  is  necelTary.  that  ye  obey  him  :  ne- 
ceflary,  not  by  politive  appointment,  but  in  the 
nature  of  the  thing ;  not  becaufe  obedience  is 
impofed  as  a  talk,  or  made  the  condition  of 
obtaining  reward,  but  becaufe  it  is  natural  and 
unavoidable,  arillng  out  of  love  itfelf.  Yet  fo 
ill  acquainted  are  thefe  men  with  the  genuine 
feelings  of  the  human  heart,  or  fo  biafled  by  a 
depraved  difpolition,  as  not  to  fee  this.  Tell 
me,  then,  have  ye  ever  met  with  a  man  wdio 
did  you  a  kindnefs  ?  If  fo,  was  it  not  your 
ftudy  to  pleafe  him  ?  could  ye  have  been  faid 
elfe  to  love  him  ?  would  not  the  one  with¬ 
out  the  other  have  been  juftly  deemed  a  mockr 
ei'y  ?  and  would  ye  not  have  thought  your- 
felves  totally  unw^orthy  of  his  favour,  if  ye  had 
had  no  regard,  whether  ye  pleafed  or  difplea- 
fed  him  ?  “  True  :  but  God  takes  occalion 

from  our  fins  to  exercife  his  mercy  ;  and  the 
“  more  numerous  and  heinous  our  tranfgref- 
“  lions,  the  more  glory  redoundS  to  God  in 
“  pardoning  them.”  Is  this  then,  think  ye,  a  rea- 
fon  for  obedience,  or  for  difobedience  ?  Do  ye 
thus  requite  the  Lord,  O  prefumptuous  men  !  to 
plead  aprivilege“to  fin, that  grace  may  abound*i” 
to  “  do  evil,  that  good  may  come  f  Theapollle^ 

•  Rem.  vi.  i.  f  Ibid  ili.  8. 
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will  tell  you,  that  your  damnation  is  juft. 
And  let  your  hearts  ti'emble  within  you,  at 
the  thought.  Confult  your  own  hearts  j  for 
they  will  tell  you  feelingly,  that  nothing  can 
be  a  jufter  objefl  of  terror,  than  goodncfs 
flighted,  and  patience  abufed.  And  what  is  it 
to  flight  and  abufe  them,  if  making  them  an 
argument  for  tranfgreflion  be  not  ?  Though 
the  good  man  fliould  fail  in  his  duty  feven 
rimes  in  a  day,  through  infirmity  of  nature, 
and  furprife  of  temptation  ;  yet  how  difierent 
from  his  is  the  cafe  of  the  pi-efumptuous  of¬ 
fender  ?  Suppofe  a  man,  of  good  difpofitions 
in  general,  but  hurried  away  through  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  paflion,  fhould  offer  an  injury  to  a 
worthy  perfon  ;  and,  the  moment  after,  would 
give  all  the  world  to  repair  the  injury,  and  be 
reconciled  :  the  latter  will  readily  pardon  him, 
and  may  receive  him  into  his  friendfliip.  But 
if  another  man  fliould  injure  him,  confident 
of  his  peaceable  and  forgiving  temper  *,  and  re¬ 
new  the  injury,  to  give  him  an  opportunity,  as 
it  were,  of  renewing  pardon  :  what  muft  wc 
think  ?  Can  the  good  man  conflder  fuch  a 
conduct,  in  any  other  light  than  as  adding  ia- 
fult  to  injury  ?  Will  he  treat  this  man  as  he  did 
the  other  ?  And  fliould  we  not  reckon  it  ab- 
furd  and  mean,  if  he  did  ?  Shall  we  then  call 
that  wifdom  and  goodnefs  in  God,  which  we 
account  weaknefs  among  men  ?  and  can  it  be 
for  this  that  ye  love  him  ?  *  No  :  we  do  not 

‘  fay,  that  we  love  God,  becaufe  w’^e  tliink  that 
indulging  in  fin  is  pleafing  to  him  *,  but  be- 

*  caule. 
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‘  caufe  this  will  not  hinder  our  acceptance 
‘  with  him.’  And  what,  I  befeech  you,  is 
the  meaning  of  this  ?  s  it  not  that  ye  look 
upon  fin  as  odious  to  God,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  as  not  odious  •,  and  that  ye  love  him  fof 
both  ?  “  But  while  God  hates  fin,  he  loves  the 
finner  !”  Tell  me,  then,  is  it  for  continuing 
a  finner  that  he  loves  kim  f*  or  for  turning  from 
fin,  and  doing  his  will  ? 

How  long  will  infatuated  men  contradifl  the 
feelings  of  their  hearts,  the  dictates  of  con- 
fcience,  the  exprefs  and  repeated  declarations 
of  feripture  ?  How  long  will  they  blafphemc 
God  by  their  vain  arguings  ?  But  the  reafon  is 
plain  :  they  have  no  mind  to  “  crucify  the  flefh, 
“  with  the  afFeeVions  and  lufts  *  and  becaufe 
God  is  good,  they  would  fain  perfuade  thera- 
felves  there  is  no  need.  But  is  this  the  fpirit 
that  actuates  the  child  of  God  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  the  more  he  hath  “  tailed  that  the  Lord 
“  is  gracious  f ,”  the  more  he  loves  him  ;  and 
the  more  he  loves  him,  the  more  jealous  he  is 
over  his  own  conduit ;  and  though  he  hath  no 
flavifli  dread  of  God’s  juftice,  is  he  therefore 
without  fear  ?  No  :  he  fears  his  goodnefs,  like 
an  ingenuous  Ion,  that  fears  to  offend  an  indul¬ 
gent  parent.  He  hath  ‘‘not  received  the  fpirit 
“  of  bondage  to  fear,”  like  Jews  under  the  law  ; 
he  hath  “  received  the  fpirit  of  adoption  J !” 
But  as  the  fear  of  a  Jew,  to  be  acceptable,  was 
to  be  mixed  with  love  j  fo  the  love  of  a  Chri- 

•  Gal.  V.  I  Pfal.  xxxiv.  8.  J  Rom.  viii.  ly.  . 
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ftian,  to  be  true,  muft  be  mixed  with  fear  ; 
for,  when  it  is  faid,  that  “  perfedl  love  cafteth 
“  out  fear  *  this  muft  be  underftood,  either 
of  fervile  fear,  which  is  plainly  incompatible 
with  love  ;  or  if  it  be  intended  of  all  fear,  then 
perfe<ft  love  is  perfe<ft  virtue,  and  is  therefore 
to  be  expelled  in  another  than  an  imperfect 
ftate.  Love  indeed  is,  even  in  the  prefent 
ftate,  the  px’evailing  principle  of  the  improved 
Chriftian’s  conduct :  but  a  principle  that  works 
in  him,  not  to  the  cxclufion,  but  as  the  caufe 
of  fear;  and  in,^  confequence  of  this,  as  the 
caufe  of  every  thing  worthy  and  good  in  the 
tenor  of  his  life. 

Thus,  in  the  well-formed  mind,  fear  and 
love  are  coincident ;  or  are  only  two  views  of 
the  fame  principle  that  run  into  each  other. 
They  may  be  diftinguifl^ed,  but  are  never  to 
be  feparated  :  the  moment  that  love  is  disjoined 
from  fear,  it  is  love  no  longer ;  it  is  falfehood 
and  prefumption. 

Happy  had  it  been  for  the  virtue  and  wel¬ 
fare  of  men,  if  the  matter  had  been  always 
duly  confidered  in  this  light.  For  then  the 
natux'e  of  love  would  have  been  better  under¬ 
ftood,  in  wdiich  whofoever  dwelleth  in  love, 
“  dwelleth  in  God,  and  God  in  him  f  of  that 
“  love  which  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law ;  the  bond 

of  perfeftnefs  J.”  Then  would  have  been  feen, 
what  fear  is  unworthy  of  a  Chriftlan,  and 
what  is  honourable  in  him..  Then  the  excel- 

•  1  John.  iv.  i8.  f  i  John  iv.  16. 

i  Rom.  xiiii.  10.  Col.  iii.  14. 
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leficy  of  the  Chriftian  fpirit  would  have  been; 
fully  afcertained ;  and  the  charaflers  of  the 
truly  good,  and  of  mere  pretenders,  more  ea- 
lily  dUlinguilhed. 

“  Why. call  ye  me,  Lord,  Lord,”  faith  our 
Saviour,  “  and  do  not  the  things  which  I 
“  fay  *  ?”  Why  profefs  ye  zeal  for  Chrilf,  and 
delight  in  his  bleflings,  without  care  to  fulfil 
his  will  ?  When  we  pretend  love  to  Chrilf, 
without  care  to  obey  him,  we  attempt  to  fepa- 
rate  things  that  are  infeparable.  For,  if  what 
hath  been  explained  in  this  difeourfe  be  juft, 
or  if  the  authority  of  an  apoftle,  who  ftith. 

This  is  the  love  of  God,  that  ye  keep  his 
“  commandments  f,”  be  of  any  weight ;  love 
apart  from  obedience,  is  not  improper ;  it  is 

impoflible. - But  fuppofingit  pollible  ;  think 

hpw  mean  and  worthlefs  fuch  a  fpirit  muft  be. 
in  common  life,  the  man  that  puts  oft'  his  be¬ 
nefactor  with  fawning  and  flattery ;  perhaps 
feels  feme  little  tranfient  warmth  of  affection, 
bpt  hath  no  folicitude  to  ferve  him,  difeoyers 
a  bafenefs  of  foul,  whicli  every  one  detefts. 
And  can  it  be  otherwife  in  matters  of  religion  ? 

I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O  my  God  *,  yea, 
“  thy  law  is  within  my  heart  f  this  is  the 
language  of  the  true  man,  wliofe  heart  is 
worthily  aft'eCled  with  the  fenfe  of  God’s  fa¬ 
vour. —  And  is  “  his  delight  in  the  law  of  the 
“  Lord  II  ?”  doth  the  pleafure  he  feels  in  love 
to  God  for  his  goodnefs,  make  him  eager  to 

*  Luke  vi.  45.  f  J  John  v.  3.  J  Pfal.  xl.  8. 

11  Pfal.  i.  z. 
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•receive  and  obey  his  commands  ?  then  his 
delight  is  placed  on  the  fureft  foundation  ;  and, 
far  from  being  diminilhed,  is  oftablifhed  and 
Ifrengthened,  by  his  “  fear  of  the  divine  good- 
“  nels.”  Fear,  prompted  by  goodnefs,  is  the 
fource  of  fober  and  folid  joy.  “Fear,”  faith* 
the  apoftle,  hath  torment  * but  that  is 
the  fear  of  a  have  ;  -while  the  fear  that  is  ex¬ 
cited  by  goodnefs,  and  fprings  from  love, 
marks  the  condition  of  a  fon,  a  condition  of 
freedom  and  happinefs.  The  hypocrite, — he 
too  hath  his  joy  ;  and  this  perhaps,  at  times, 
will  be  ardent  and  rapturous.  But  how  vain 
and  contemptible  is  it  ?  void  of  fentinient, 
holding  not  of  our  reafonable,  but  of  our 
animal  nature,  tumultuary  and  fleeting.  For, 
can  the  rulh  grow  up  without  mire  ?  can  the 
flag  grow  without  water  ?  He  is  green  be- 
“  fore  the  fun,  and  his  branch  fhooteth  forth 
“  in  his  garden  :  bt't  his  root  is  rottennefs, 
and  his  blolTom  ihall  go  up  as  the  dull  f-’h' 
Whereas  the  good  man  is  “  like  a  tree  plant-  f  ^ 
ed  by  the  rivers  of  water,  that  bringeth  *” 
“  forth  his  fruit  in  his  feafon  :  his  leaf  alfo 
“  lhall  not  wither ;  and  whatfoever  he  doth 
“  fliall  profper 

Would  ye  therefore,  Cariftians,  attain  ge¬ 
nuine  ftrength,  and  excellence  of  charader  ? 
would  ye  acquire  enlightened,  fubflantial,  and 
manly  joy  ?  w'ould  ye  arrive  at  the  perfeflion 
of  your  nature  ?  Think  ferioufly,  I  befeech 

•  1  John.  iv.  i3.  f  Job.  viii.  11.  16.  If.  v.  24, 

I  Pfal.  i.  3. 
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you,  what  the  goodnefs  of  God  demands  of 
you.  -  Ye  profefs  to  love  him  :  ye  do  well. 
But  “  if  ye  call  on  the  Father,  who,  without 
**  refpe<ft  of  perfons,  judgeth  according  to  e- 
“  very  man’s  work,  pafs  the  time  of  yout'  fo- 
•“  journing  here  in  fear  And  as  many  as 
walk  according  to  this  rule,  “  peace  be  on 
*■*  them,  and  mercy,  and  upon  the  Ifrael  of 
.^Godf.” 

•  I  Pet.  I,  17.  f  Gal.  vi.  16. 
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SERMON  V. 


Heart -Bitternefs. 

By  Thomas  Somerville,  V.  D.  M. 


Prov.  xiv.  10. 


The  heart  knoweth  his  o'wji  bitternefs. 
Rovidence,  feemingly  fevere  in  Tome  in- 


X  ftances,  at  the  fanie  time  bears  the  molt 
afFedting  marks  of  mildncfs  and  compaffion  to 
our  nature.  If  it  has  allotted  afflidtions  to 
mankind,  it  has  at  the  fiime  time  appointed 
many  alleviating  circumflahces,  to  check  and 
diminilh  their  bitternefs.  What  a  gracious 
fund  of  confolation  is  provided  for  the  mifer- 
able,  in  the  kind  atfections  of  their  fellov.'- 
ereatures  !  How  often  has  the  opprelfed  mind 
entirely  difeharged  its  forrows,  by  laying  them 
open  to  the  foothing  influence  of  a  compaf- 
flonate  heart!  The  moll  joyful  fenfations  have 
been  derived  from  afliidlions,  whilft  they  have 
given  occaflon  to  tafte  the  fweeteft  and  molf 
tender  effedts  of  frieadflup. 

There  are,  however,  fome  inftances  of  for- 
row  which  cannot  avail  themfelves  of  thefe  ad¬ 
vantages,  either  bccaufe  the  world  is  not  qua¬ 
lified  to  enter  into  them,  or  becaufe  they  vo¬ 
luntarily  reject  fympathy,  and  every  mean  of 
confolation.  This  is  the  cafe  when  the  caufe 
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of  affllftion  is  not  underffood  or  approved,  or 
ivheii  the  affections  play  in  oppohtion  to  one 
another,  and  vanity,  fhame,  referve,  and  dif- 
truft  of  mankind,  lockup  ourforrows,  and  re-- 
left  all  intcrcourfe  with  fociety.  Like  thehope- 
k'fs  patient,  who  refufes  to  comply  with  thc  falu-^ 
tary  prefcriptions  of  his  phyfician,  they  hand 
out  againil  the  bounty  of  Providence,  and  puL 
ihemfclvesbeyond  the  reach  of  luinian  affiftance. 
Both  of  ihefe  may  be  underftood  to  be  implied 
in  the  text.  Indeed  in  fome  inftances  they  run 
into  one  another; 

It  has  been  juftly  obferved,  that  to  fall  in 
with  ahiictioris- is  the  moft  effectual  method  to 
loothe  and  relieve  them.  "When  the  wound  is 
ilt'uck  deep,  I'eafon  is  overthrown,  argument 
\ain,  and  through  the  affedfions  only  we  can 
li-ave  accefs  to  the  heart.  It  may  be  of  vfe, 
therefore,  to  delineate  fome  of  the  moft  affect¬ 
ing  cafes  of  heart-bitternefs,  and  to  propofe 
particular  remedies  to  mitigate  and  remove  them. 

I.  Of  unrevealed‘  and  negleCted  forrow's, 
there  arc  none  more  fevere  than  thofe  which 
proceed'  from  a  ftrnng  natural  propenfity  to 
melancholy  and  dejedtion. 

As  wounds  which  are  occafionecTby  external 
violence,  are  more  confpicuous,  but  lefs  dan¬ 
gerous,  than  the  hidden  difeafe  which  preys 
upon  the  vitals  of  the  man  ;  fo  thofe  caufes  oP 
fbrrow  which  openly  folicitthe  compafilon  of  the 
world,  are  often  frivolous  in  their  effedts,  when 
compared  to  the  lurking  opprcllion  of  a  diu'k- 
and  defp^onding  mind. 


There 
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There  are  fome  of  our  fellow  creatures  en- 
compafled  with  every  circumftance  of  profpe- 
rity,  and  yet,  alas!  they  are  not,  they  cannot 
be  happy  !  Their  countenance  is  overcaft  with 
gloom  ;  they  are  ever  diffident,  joylefs,  and  de- 
fponding.  To  fuch  Pleafure  has  loft  all  her 
attractions.  They  are  deaf  to  the  voice  of  the 
charmer,  though  he  flxould  charm  ever  fo^ 
fwcetly.  The  difeafed  eye  becomes  infenllble 
to  the  varied  complexion  of  nature,  vvhilft  it 
difcolours  every  objeCl  with  its  own  inherent 
ftaiii.  The  mind,  feeble  and  difconcerted, 
fpreads  its  malignant  tinCture  over  every  fur- 
r-oundipg  profpeCl:,.  throws  a  dark  veil  upon 
the  moft  comely  objeCls,  and-  has  I'tndered  e- 
ven  the  alluring  countenance  of  Religion  de-- 
formed,  awful,  and  forbidding. 

Surrounding  fpeClators  form  their  opinions^ 
merely  from  external  c-ircumftances.  They 
think  that  our  feelings  ought  to  be  regu¬ 
lated  by  our  fortune  j.  that  our  joy  ought  to 
be  no  lefs,  and  our  forrovv  no  mewe,  tham 
what  our  circuinftances  are  calculated  to  pro¬ 
duce.  *  Hence,  they  cannot  give  their  fympa- 
thy  where  they  cannot  obfer-ve  fufficient  caufe 
of  mlfery.- 

But  were  they  ever-fo  much  diTpofed  to  give 
it,  this  miferable  man  would-  have,  none  of 
their  comfort:  he  files  licm  bufinefs,  amufe- 
ment  and  fociety  ;  he  is  up  in  arn'iS  .tgainf; 
himfelf  •,  he  is  aCtive  only  that  he  may.  'hwair 
every  feheme  that  might  tend,  to  dilpoft'cls  th 
ai>proved  enemies  of  his  peace.  .  .. 
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2.  But  next  we  are  to  produce  a  clafs  of 
men,  who  might,  perhaps,  fucceed  better  in 
the  fympathy  of  the  world,  could  they  but  tell 
the  caufe  of  their  forrow. 

■  Here  is  a  man  fo  changed  from  what  he 
formerly  was,  that  his  friends  are  ahnoft  at  a 
lofs  to  know  him.  He  was  once  chearful,  and 
open,  and  happy  :  he  now  wears  the  face  of 
anxiety  ;  he  is  become  referved,  fullen,  and  un- 
fociable.  Whence  fo  great  and  fudden  tranf- 
formation  ?  Difappointments  in  a  long  traia 
have  fallen  upon  his  head.  He  ftruggled  to  de- 
fpife  them.  It  was  in  vain.  The  manlinefs  of 
hk  fpirit  is  at  laft  broken,  and  he  has  furren- 
dered  himfelf  a  willing  fubjedl  to  fretfulnefs 
and  defpair.  Much  he  boafted  of  the  induence 
of  his  friends.  Many  pompous  expectations 
were  reared  upon  their  flattering  promifes. 
The  world  gave  him  large  credit  for  interefl; 
and  all  is  come  to  nothing.  Pride  ftifles  his 
forrow,  and  he  is  afliamed  to  confefs,  that  he 
has  been  fo  weak  as  to  put  his  confldence  in. 
lies,  and  expect  fo  much  where  he  has  found 
10  little. 

But  it  Is  not  merely  the  difappointment  of 
preferment  that  goes  near  his  heart.  Ambi¬ 
tion  defeated  may  fret  and  chagrin  the  afpl* 
ring  mind.  New  friends  and  new  projeClsmay 
aeain  amufe  and  reftore  the  mind  to  its  wont- 

fc.> 

cd  fprightlinefs  and  elevation.  But  afleCtion 
difappointed  gives  a  deep  and  incurable  wound 
to  the  feeling  heart.  Plere  he  had  given  away 
the  mofl  difintcrefted  attachment  of  his  heart  j 

here 
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here  Jie  was  ready  to  dedicate  his  life.  He 
wilhed  for  no  other  recompence  but  a  return- 
in  kind.  He  would  have  thought  himfelf  o- 
verpaid,  and  but  too  happy,  if  he  had  been 
admitted  to  ever  fo  fmall  a  lhare  of  the  efteeni 
and  love  of  thofe  whom  he  wiflied  to  pleafe. 
He  has  found  that  the  claims  of  intereft  have 
prevailed  over  thofe  of  afre(5lion.  His  mofi: 
fincere  fervices  have  been  difregarded  ;  he  has 
found  too  late  that  he  has  been  unfortunate  in 
his  connections,  and  has  call  away  that  zeal 
and  attachment  which  would  have  been  pre¬ 
cious  to  a  fenlible  and  diftinguiihing  mind. 
The  difappointment  of  efteem  renders  fuch  af- 
fiiiSlion  doubly  grievous  to  a  virtuous  rnind^ 
It  gives  unfpeakable  pain,  to  fnd  any  part  of 
mankind  worfe  than  you  had  believed  them  to 
be  to  meet  with  felfiflinefs,  deceit,  and  info- 
lence,  where  you  expefted  generofity,  fncerity,, 
and  tendernefs.  This  unavoidably  infpires  us 
with  a  more  unfavourable  opinion  of  mankind 
in  general,  and  fliakes  that  benevolence  Avhich 
is  the  great  foundation  of  public  ufefulnefs  and 
home  fatisfadlion.  Perhaps  that  malice“  and 
envy  which  fecretly  pointed  at  fuch  men  in  the 
funfliine  of  profperity,  openly  bjeak  forth  to 
avow  their  triumph,  and  give  new  poignancy 
to  his  difappointment. 

3.  But  there  are  inftances  of  affection  being 
difappointed  yet  more  affediing  than  what  we 
have  now  deferibed.  It  was  fiJeed  more  natu¬ 
rally  and  more  flrongly,  .and  therefore  has 
been  the  caufe  of  more  fcnflble  uneafinefs. 

Perhaps 
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Perhaps  one  objefl  attracted  the  efleerfi  and- 
love  of  your  hearts  in  preference  to  nil  the 
world  belides.  It  feemed  eflential  to  yourhap- 
pincfs.  R-iches,  honours,  and  all  that  the 
world  counts  upon  as  good  and  dehrable,  were 
delpifed  when  put  in  the  balance  with  this. 
You  might,  without  vanity,  flatter  yourfelf 
with  fuccefs. 

It  wotrld  have  been  the  labour  and  joy  of 
your  life  to  have  been  grateful,  and  to  havC:, 
made  unbounded  returns  of  afleflion  and  hap- 
pinefs..  Unaccountable  caprice,,  interefl,  or 
ambition,  have  flighted  your  moft  tender  re¬ 
gards,  and  occafloneci  the  mofl  bitter  difap- 
pointment  of  your  life.  The  fubjecl  is  too  de¬ 
licate  to  be  laid  open  to  the  w’orld.  It  were 
eaficr  to  die  than  throw  off  that  weight  of  na¬ 
tive  modefty  which  fupprefles  all  utterance  and- 
complaint.  Peihaps  you  too  juflly  apprehend,, 
negledf,  and  ridicule,  where  indeed  you  molh 
require  the  balm  of  a  foft  and  condefcending 
heart. 

Your  forrow  cannot  vent  itfelf  to- mankind. 
It  recoils  with  greater  violence,  and,  filent 
and  unfeen,  lays  wafte  the  inward  tranquillity- 
©f  your  mind.  Time  only,  and  the  bufinefs 
and  attachments  of  fucceeding  life,  may  give 
that  relief  which  you  cannot  alk  or  expefb- 
from  the  world. 

4.  The  man  who  fecretly  mourns  for  the- 
treachery  of  a  friend,  may  feem  to  have  a  more 
ferious  claim  to  the  fympathy  of  the  world, 
than  any  of  thofe  I  have  already  produced. 
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ISIy  afFeclIon  was  not  givfen  away  to  the  great, 
who  might  have  had  any  intereft  in  deceiving 
me.  It  was  not  dire<5led  by  caprice,  or  rafldy 
fixed  without  deliberation  and  experience. 
Here  was  the  appearance  of  every  thing  wor¬ 
thy  and  amiable.  Could  I  with-liold  my  friend- 
fhip  ?  I  had  reafon  upon  trial,  to  be  pleafed  with 
my  choice.  Hence  I  derived  the  pureft  plea- 
fesres  of  my  life.  In  return,  could  I  do  lefs' 
than  give  all  my  confidence  and  afi^eikion 
Contrary  to  expeilation,  you  have  found  cold- 
nefs  and  referve,  perhaps  treachery  and  con-“ 
tempt.  Whither  fliall  I  now  betake  me  for  con- 
folatiOn  .i*  I  have  no  friend.  Sad  experience' 
lias  inftilled^  a.  jealoufy  and  diftrufl  of  man¬ 
kind,  and  cut  off  my  wonted  refource  in  the 
day  of  calamity-  My  bitternefs  fliall  be  known 
only  to  my  own  heart. 

5,  Akin  to  what  I  have  now  deferibed  are 
domeftic  fources  of  uneafinefs,  which,  as  they 
are  unavoidable,  and  continually  prefent,  are 
the  more  fevere,  and,  for  rcafons  I  fhall  imme¬ 
diately  mention,  concealed  with  the  greateft  in- 
duftry  from  the^  knowledge  and  fympathy  of 
tile  world. 

Happinefs  muft  begin  at  home.  It  is  natural 
for  every  man  fir  ft  to  feek  it  there.  How  pi¬ 
tiable  our  fituation,  if  folly,  peeviflineft,  and 
contradiflion  of  humours,  in  the  perfons  with 
whom  we  are  Infeparably  aftbeiated,  has  banifh- 
ed  •  our  peace,  and  poifoned  the  fountain  from 
which  we  expefted  to  draw  the  fweeteft  ingre¬ 
dients- of  our  life  1  To  tell  our  bitternefs  were 
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to  publifh  our  own  difhonour.  As  if  our  mi- 
Icry  were  not  enough,  we  muft  increafe  it,  by 
fubmitting  to  the  painful  violence  of  con- 
hraint  and  diffimulation.  We  muft  hypocriti¬ 
cally  put  on  the  countenance  of  chearfulnefs,  in 
order  to  conceal  the  gloom  of  our  mind,  and 
ward  off  the  reproach  in  which  we  ourfelves 
mufi;  fo  largely  partake. 

6.  Again,  in  a  lirailar  lituation  are  thofe 
v;ho  have  gone  out  of  the  Bation  and  employ¬ 
ment  to  which  they  were  by  nature  heft  fitted, 
and  are  of  confequence  appointed  to  z€t  and 
go  forward  in  life  with  a  fet  of  men  whofe 
talle  and  difpolitions  run  contrary  to  their 
own.  rhe  fentiments  and  conduct  at  variance, 
certainly  oceaficn  the  moft  violent  commotions 
in  a  man’s  own  bread:,  and  make  an  irreparable 
breach  upon  his  peace  of  heart.  In  fuch  a 
cafe,  that  natural  liberty  which  is  the  hrft  qua¬ 
lity  in  happinefs,  is  deftroyed.  All  is  force,  and 
unnatural  compulfion  j  and  the  man  dare  not 
complain,  or  tell  his  mifery,  without  incurring 
the  diflike  and  refentment  of  thofe  upon  whom 
his  happinefs  mod  immediately  depends. 

y.  Allied  to  thefe,  but  far  more  worthy  of, 
approbation,  is  the  man  who  carries  grief  in 
his  bofom,  upon  account  of  confeious  imper¬ 
fection,  and  inconfiftency  of  character.  He 
has  approved  the  better  part;  he  has  refolved 
and  profeffed  to  purfue  it ;  he  is  deeply  con¬ 
vinced  he  can  never  elfe  be  happy  ;  and  yet 
feme  ftrong  predominating  paflion  flill  holds 
him  fad  in  the  fetters  of  vice. 
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He  has  often  refolved  upon  reformation, 
tried  many  expedients,  made  head  againft 
many  temptations  :  he  has  as  often  failed,  and 
relapfed  under  the  dominion  of  fin.  This  has 
occafioned  miferable  agitation  and  perplexity 
of  foul. 

The  world  again  who  fee  the  outfide  of 
things,  fpeak  fair  of  his  virtue,  and  wonder 
only  that  the  due  efte<51:s  of  peace  and  joy  are 
not  more  confpicuous  and  acknowledged.  This 
confounds  and  perplexes  him  the  more.  He 
mourns  in  fecret,  that  he  is  not  fuch  as  his 
own  refolutions,  and  the  world  around  him, 
would  have  him  to  be. 

8.  It  muft  afFedl  every  one  of  refle£l:ion 
with  deep  concern,  to  find,  that  a  great  pro- 
£ortion  of  fecret  forrow  falls  to  the  lhare  of 
thofe  who  are  mofl:  ufeful,  and  deferve  befi: 
from  fociety.- 

When  I  tell  you,  that  it  is  an  old  obfervation, 
that  no  calamity  bears  harder  upon  the  mind 
than  ingratitude,  you  will  underhand  who  they 
are  that  now  claim  your  attention.  Were  1  to 
dwell  only  upon  higher  examples,  what  a  large 
group  of  heroes,  patriots,  -  and  martyrs,  have 
gone  off  the  ftage  of  this  world,  bewailing, 
that  the  brave  and  difinterefted  fchemes  to 
which  they  dedicated  the  attention  and  labour 
of  their  whole  lives,  have  been  fruftrated  by 
the  malice  and  ingratitude  of  the  men  whom 
they  were  intended  to  ferve  ?  If  vre  confult 
hiftory,  what  nation  has  not,  in  its  turn,  come 
fliort  in  paternal  afieflion,  and  deferved  to 
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be  branded  with  the  charge  of  Ingratitude, 
whilft  it  has  fuffered  the  glories  of  human  na¬ 
ture,  and  its  own  beid  benefactors,  to  languilh 
in  poverty,  exile,  and  contempt  ?  Pollerity 
Jiave  blulhed  at  the  prejudices  of  their  fathers. 
Praife  and  encomiums  have  been  lavhhed  upon 
their  memories;  but  what  avail  praife  and  en¬ 
comiums  upon  thofe  who  are  lilent  in  the  duft  ? 

But  it  may  be  of  more  ufe  to  my  hearers  to 
fpeak  of  more  humble  and  domefcic  benefi¬ 
cence  :  Who  has  had  the  happinefs  to  deal  ever 
fo  little  in  the  commerce  of  good  offices,  with¬ 
out  experiencing  at  the  fame  time  the  misfor¬ 
tune  of  ingratitude  and  ill  returns  from  men  ? 
Here  was  a  man  who  lived  but  to  do  good. 
Many  have  been  advanced  to  profperity,  and 
tlie  notice  of  the  world,  who  muft  have  lain 
liid  In  meannefs  and  obl'curity,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  unwearied  proteCdion  and  friendffiip 
with  which  he  cherilhed  them.  They  have 
forgot  the  rock  from  which  they  were  hewn. 
The  remembrance  of  a  bcnefaClor  lives  not  in 
their  hearts. 

Some  have  exhibited  more  aClive  and  enor¬ 
mous  ingratitude.  Their  hand  has  been  lifted 
ag-^ilnfl:  the  man  who  armed  it  with  power. 
Their  reputation  and  influence  have  been  im- 
pioufly  exerted  to  ffiake  the  very  foundations 
upon  which  they  were  originally  creCled.  A 
generous  mind  abhors  the  meannefs  of  com¬ 
plaint  and  upbraiding.  The  very  principle 
which  would  molt  fuccehfuliy  hefpeak  the  fym- 
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patky  and  confolation  of  mankind,  with  fur- 
pafling  grea^nefs  hides  it  from  their  view. 

Befides,  k  is  the  misfortune,  or,  fliall  I  rather 
fay,  the  glory  of  fuch  a  mind,  to  have  but  too 
delicate  fentiments  of  his  connexion  with  man¬ 
kind.  His  affliclion  is  augmented  upon  ac¬ 
count  of  the  vices  of  thofe  to  whom  he  confl- 
ders  himfelf  fo  nearly  related  ;  and  he  conceals 
their  crimes,  and  the  caule  of  his  own  bitter- 
nefs,  wuth  all  the  tendernefs  Und  anxiety  with 
ivhich  he  would  any  mifcarrkge  or  deformity 
that  mufl  refleft  flaame  upon  his  own  family. 

To  the  common  feelings  of  humanity,  add 
the  more  endearing  ties  of  blood,  and  you  have 
the  idea  of  the  moil  aggravated  forrow  that 
human  nature  can  pollibly  fuftain.  Suppofe  a 
tender  and  indulgent  parent  difappointed  of 
the  child  of  his  love ;  fuppofc  that  the  beft  and 
moft  prudent  admonitions  have  been  thwarted, 
the  moft  afte<ftionate  indulgencies  call:  away  j 
and  he  meets  with  nothing  but  impiety,  trea¬ 
chery,  indolence,  and  injgratitude,  where  lie 
fondly  anticipated  virtue,  ufefulnefs  to  man¬ 
kind,  honour  to  his  family,  the  fweeteft  re¬ 
turns  pf  gratitude  and  love  to  himfelf.  There 
are  inftances  where  language  falls  infinitely 
fliort  of  the  feelings  of  men,  and  where  the 
ideas  and  fympathy  of  others,  muftbe  confineid 
to  what  is  exprelfed,  or  to  what  they  tliem- 
felves  have  experienced.  In  the  exanrple  I 
have  now  put,  it  may  be  faid,  in  a  peculiar  fenfe, 
that  the  heart  knoweth  its  own  forrows^*,” 
•bccaufe,  though  it  were  not  difpofed  to  keep 
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tUem  clofe,  for  the  reafons  above  mentioned, 
yet  it  muft  want  words  to  convey  them  to  o- 
thers  in  their  full  force,  and  no  untried  fpefta- 
tor  can  fufEciently  conceive  the  wringings  and 
agonies  of  a  heart  torn  with  filial  ingratitude. 

In  fiiort,  were  I  to  enlarge  upon  examples, 
were  I  to  difclofe  the  multiplied  fources  of 
heart-bitternefs,  were  I  to  point  out  the  pecu¬ 
liar  difadvantages  of  every  (tation  and  employ-, 
ment,  the  cruel  ftings  and  mortifications  to 
which  worthy  dependence  mu  ft  fubmit,  the 
rubs  and  fecret  anxieties  from  which  even  pro- 
fperity  and  fuccefsful  ambition  cannot  be  ex¬ 
empted  j  all  of  which,  lliame  and  pride  have 
covered  with  an  impenetrable  veil  from  the  in- 
fpe(Sl:ion  of  mankind  j  we  fhould  then  be  well 
fatisfied,  that  a  large  portion  of  forrows  lie  for 
ever  entombed  in  the  hearts  of  men  :  we  Ihould 
be  ready  to  acknowledge,  that  Providence,  of¬ 
ten  impioufly  arraigned,  has  difperfed  happinefs 
with  a  more  equal  and  impartial  hand  ;  that 
all  mankind  are  more  nearly  upon  a  level; 
that  we  often  form  falfc  opinions  of  the  happi- 
nefs  of  others,  and  often  idly  envy  ftations  and 
employments,  where  hidden  ftings  continually 
aflliil  their  mifcrable  po.fieflbrs. 

But  it  is  not  enough  that  we  fupprefs  envy 
and  difeontent  in  our  own  minds.  Remember 
we  are  made  to  bear  one  anothers  burdens,  and 
to  mourn  with  thofe  that  mourn.  ^  Hence, 
thofe  fighs  and  tears  wdiich  wait  upon  the  tale 
of  mifery.  Thefe  are  not  to  be  thrown  away 
In  a  corner :  they  immediately  relieve  ;  they 
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are  intended  to  excite  us  to  more  a£live  and  ef- 
fedhial  affiftance.  Let  us  never  think  it  e- 
nough,  that  we  exercife  thefe  upon  more  pal¬ 
pable  pccalions  of  diftrefs  accidentally  thrown 
in  our  way ;  but  let  us»  induftrioufly  fcek  out 
the  Ihy  and  concealed  mourner.  With  tender 
and  artful  condefcenfion,  let  us  remove  the 
thick  and  cruel  difguife  in  which  obllinate  and 
determined  grfef  hath  fortified  itfelf.  Ijet  irs’ 
with  a  charitable  delicacy,  addrefs  thofe  for- 
row's,  which,  fropi  very  excefs,  defire  not  to 
be  fufpecSled  by  the  world.  It  is  with  real  un- 
eafinefs  that  1  obferve,  that  a  fort  of  conduct^ 
quite  the  reverfe  of  what  1  now  recommend, 
prevails  in  the  world.  Men  of  a  broken  and 
dejected  Ipirit,  are  neglefled  or  ridiculed  by  the 
world,  becaufe  they  cannot  approve  the  caufc 
of  their  uneafinefs,  or  perhaps  think  that  they 
ought  to  be  happy.  They  may  indeed  be  to 
blame  •,  but,  alas !  are  they  not  punifhed  in 
their  very  crime  ?  are  they  not  unhappy  ?  is  not 
that  enough  ?  Any  intimation  of  fympathy  or 
attention  upon,  the  fide  of  their  fellow-crea¬ 
tures,  might,  perhaps,  draw  out  their  confi¬ 
dence,  and  cxtiuguifla.  the  malady  whilft- yet  in 
its  infancy  j  but  negleft  and  liarllinefs  crufli 
their  feeble  hopes,  and  deliver  them  up  a  con- 
fenting  and  defperatc  prey  to  the  clifeafe  of' 
their  own  minds.  Is  this  the  temper  of  a  re¬ 
ligion  which  gives  a  blefling  to  mourners  ? 
Is  it  like  the  followers  of  the  meek  Jefus-, 
who  never  bruifed  a  broken  reed,  nor  quench¬ 
ed  the  fmoaking  flax. 
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To  you  who  have  felt  the  bltternefs  of  a  bro¬ 
ken  fpirit,  I  would  next  addrefs  myfelf.  Take 
care,  on  your  part,  that  you  do  not  decline 
the  kind  advances  of  the  generous  heart,  and 
give  way  to  the  dangerous  influence  of  a  re- 
ferved  and  rufpicious  temper.  Thefe  unhappy 
difpoiitions  frequently  begin,  and  carry  on,  the 
fatal  difeafe  which  I  have  now  defcribed.  No¬ 
thing  can  do  well  out  of  the  courfe  markecf 
for  it  by  nature  and  providence.  The  bufy 
'^ind  of  man,  if  not  cultivated  with  employ¬ 
ment  and  focial  int’drcourfe,  will  naturally 
ihoot  up  into  wild  and  dreary  imagination^. 
Gloomy  thoughts,  if  not  inflantly  difcharged 
into- the  bofoin  of  a  friend,  will  fti’ike  deep 
root,  daily  multiply  their  kind,  and  at  laft  o^- 
verv/hehn  the  mind. 

But  for  this,  and  a  variety  of  other  reafons, 
habits  of  devotion,  and  frequent  intercourfe 
with  the  Deity,  are  to  be  recommended  as  the 
juoft  effefluai  method  to  relieve  the  concealed 
bitternefs  of  the  heart. 

•  The  baprice  of  our  fellow-creatures  may  re¬ 
quire  much  previous  fufpenfe  j  and,  after  all, 
render- our  fuccefs  at  their  hands  precarious  in 
the  illlie.  The  high  value  which  they  put  up¬ 
on  their  favours,  and  the  overcharged  tribute 
of  gratitude  \vhich  they  exa£l,  may  difeourage 
timid  minds  from  following  out  their  natural 
inclinations  to  have  recourfe  to  the  fympathy 
and  confolation  of  their  fellow-creatures.  But 
we  are  encouraged  to  approach  God  in.  full 
confidence  that  he  will  receive  us  gracioufly,, 
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.  and  heal  our  forrows.  He  giveth  to  all  liberal- 
[  ly,  and  upbraideth  not :  he  dwelleth  with  the 
man  of  a  humble  and  conti’ite  fpirit. 

Again,  the  pride  of  our  hearts,  which  affefts 
t  more  to  appear  than  to  be  happy,  makes  us  a- 
fhamed  to  acknowledge  our  inferiority  to  crea¬ 
tures  who  hand  originally  upon,  the  fatne  level 
with  ourfelves.  But  before  the  immenlity  of  • 
the  Deity,  all  comparifon  is  at  an  end,  we  fub- 
fide  into  nothing  j  and  it  appears  our  higlieft 
honour,  as  well  as  advantage,  to  be  admitted 
to  bow  down,  and  pourforth  our  hearts  before 
him. 

The  divine  goodnels  familiar  and  continually 
^Vefent  to  the  mind,  at  laft  imparts  fomewhat 
of  itfelf,  and  infufcs  a  fweetnefs  into  the  heart, 
which  proves  the  fureft  antidote  againft  pride,, 
rancour,  envy,  and  every  malevolent  and  dif- 
quieting  afle<^tion  of  mind. 

Thus,  complacency  and  fatisfaftion  adorn 
and  gladden  the  countenance,  whilit  it  is  raifed 
to  heaven  in  afts  of  devotion. 

Belides.  .all  this,  devotion  elevates  the  mind 
above  the  fphere  within  which  all  the  caufes  of', 
unealinefs  and  anxiety  are  circumfcribcd.  As 
the  clouds  which  pafs  over  our  heads,  obhruift 
the  chearlng  rays  of  light  only  to  thofe  who- 
are  below  them,  and  are  themfelves  illumina¬ 
ted  by  the  retle<fted  fplendor  of  fupcrior  re¬ 
gions  ;  fo  the  mind  mounted  upon  the  wings 
of  devotion,  foars  above  all  the  little  cares  and 
anxieties  which,  haunt  the  piifon  of  this  world,, 
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and  breathes  enlarged  and  unmolefted  in  the 
regions  of  liberty,  peace,  and  alTured  joy. 

Thus  I  might  appeal  to  thofe  who  have  been 
fo  happy  as  to  make  the  experiment,  if  upon 
the  hrfi:  attack  of  forrow; — if  when  they  found- 
themfelves  ready  to  fink  into  perplexity  and 
defponding  thoughts,  upon  occafion  of  difap- 
pointment,  or  uncommon  ill  ufage  from  their 
fellow-creatures  ;  if  in  fuch  a  fituation  they 
have  poured  forth  their  fouls  to  God,  refign^' 
ing  themfelves  entirely  to^his  goodnefs,  have 
they  not  found  immediate  relief  ?  have  they 
not  found  a  feremty,  which  undifturbed  pro- 
Iperity  cannot  comprehend  ?  It  tvas  the  divine 
goodnefs,  not  fpeculatively  contemplated,  but' 
yx)ured  down,  and  feelingly  imprefied  upon 
their  hearts.  It  was  as  if  a  voice  from  heaven, 
in  loud  and  ravifiaing  accents,  had  announced 
the  eflablifliment  and  everlafting  reign  of  peace. 
tmd  felicity  in  their  hearts.  And,  now  exalted 
upon  an  eminence  from  whence  infei'ior  ol> 
jects  appear  diminifhed  and  remote,  the 
iU^y  of  miferies  which  lately  appeared  fo  vaft 
and  fo  formidable,  hardly  falls  under  the  no¬ 
tice  of  the  eye. 

To  confirm  thefe  obfervations  I  fhall  juft 
obferve,  that  as,  in  the  difeafes  of  the  body,, 
nature  herfelf  often  fuggefts  the  method  of  re¬ 
lief  j  fo,  no  lefs  benevolent  in  what  is  more  im¬ 
portant  to  our  happinefs,  by  a  fort  of  inftinc- 
tive  impulfe,  flie  dire£fs  us  to  the  moft  imme¬ 
diate  and  fuccefsful  confolation  under  the  more 
grievous  miferks  of  the  iniad.  Thus  the 
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heart  labouring  with  forrow  too  big  to  be  ut¬ 
tered,  and  driven  from  every  expectation  and 
gkam  of  hope  from  human  aid,  without  fore¬ 
thought  or  deliberation  flies  to  the  original 
fountain  of  all  confolation  and  happinefs. 

The  unnatural  violence  of  men  to  thcm- 
felves  in  endeavouring  to  fupprefs  or  divert  thefe 
feelings  *,  their  fubftituting  falfe  and  artificial 
remedies  ;  bufinefs,  amufements,  I  do  not 
know  what  airy  fchemes  of  philofophy,  are  the 
milchievous  caufes  which  wreck  their  comfort, 
and  plunge  them  into  an  unfathomable  abyfs 
of  mifery  and  defpair. 
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Concerning  the  neceflity  of  Death,  and  its 
no  lefs  neceffary  eflecls. 

By  Thomas  Blacklock,  D.  D. 

2  Kings,  xx.  i. 

In  thofe  days  was  Hezekiah  fick  unto  death  :  and 
the  prophet  IJaiah  the  fon  of  Amos  came  tu 
him,  and  faid  unto  him.  Thus  faith  the  Lord^.. 
Set  thine  houfe  in  order,  for  thou  Jhalt  die,  and 
not  live. 

IF  mankind  were  fo  vain  and  foolifh  tO' 
flatter  themfelves  that  the  duration  of  their' 
prefent  ftate  would  be  eternal,  Nature  and  Pro¬ 
vidence  have  taken  fuch  care  to  undeceive 
them,  as  the  importance  of  the  point  required.. 
Scarce  one  day  can  pafs  without  exhibiting  fad 
ffi^acles  of  mortality  to  the  public  eye.  As- 
mifts  and  vapours,  when  exhaled,  defcend  in 
rains  ;  as  fountains  and  rivers  pour  their  full 
urns  into  the  ocean,  where  they  are  undiftin- 
guilhably  loft  *,  as  every  morning-fun  riles  but 
to  decline by  the  fame  neceflity,  the  fame 
inviolable  order  of  nature,  every  man  is  born 
to  die.  When  the  lacred  writings  treat  of  hu.- 
man  life,  they  conflder  our  exiitence  here,  as 
■an  unfubftantial  vapour,  (fee  Job  xiv.  i.-2. 
and  Pfal.  ciii.  14.);  which,  floating  through  the 
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boundlefs  fields  of  air,  is  at  laft  abforbed  in  its 
maternal  element,  nor  leaves  the  leaft  difcern- 
able  vcftige  behind.  They  confider  it  as  a 
flower  in  the  field,  which  opening  on  the  ra- 
vifhed  eye,  difplays  the  fairefi:  colours  of  na¬ 
ture’s  inimitable  pencil ;  but  foon  the  nipping 
frofts,  or  chilling  winds,  blaft  all  the  grace  and 
beauty  of  its  blooming  verdure,  and  only  leave 
its  melancholy  ruins  behind  5  that  from  thefe 
the  contemplative  gazer  may,  with  deep-felt 
anxiety  and  tender  regret,  lament  tire  beaute¬ 
ous  wreck,  whilft  he  prefages  his  own.  But 
Nature  has  not  left  us  to  learn  our  fate  from 
remote  and  ambiguous  calls.  How  loud,  how 
univerfal,  how  emphatic,  how  intelligible,  how 
incefliant,  how  alarming  is  her  voice  !  It  af- 
fumes  every,  form  that  may  engage  our  atten¬ 
tion,  it  darts  upon  the  foul  in  every  thought, 
it  fpeaks  in  every  period,  it  addrefTes  every 
fenfe.  It  is  felt  in  the  ties  of  friendfliip  and 
confanguinity  when  broken,  It  is  feen  in  the  wi¬ 
dow’s  tears,  and  heard  in  the  fitrieks  of  or¬ 
phans.  The  tomb,  the  infatiable  tomb,  is  ever 
open  to  devour  its  prey,  whilfi;  multitude's  of 
every  fex  and  age,  from  every  clime,  are  cou- 
fiantly  replenilhing  the  dark  and  filent  do¬ 
mains  of  death. 

Is  it  not  flrange,  therefore,  is  it  not  unac¬ 
countably  flrange,  that  Providence,  and  its  fuh.- 
ftitute  Nature,  Ihould  have  taken  all  thefe  pains 
to  little  or  no  purpofe  ?  When  the  funeral  of 
an  indifFerent  perfon  pafTes  by,  we  are  content¬ 
ed  to  breathe  a  figh,  which  decency,  not  liu- 
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manlty,  prompted,  or  to  fay  we  are  forry  for 
it,  even  with  too  little  concern  to  fave  our  ve¬ 
racity  from  imputation.  But  though  our  ex- 
cufe,  that  we  have  no  connection  with  the  per- 
fbn,  might  be  fuftained ;  yet  what  can  we  plead 
when  the  grim  tyrant  is  m.ore  awful  and  imme¬ 
diate  in  his  approaches  ?  Our  neighbours,  our 
friendsj  our  relations  have  died  :  what  then  ? 
Perhaps  we  dreiTed  in  black,  paid  a  few  tears 
to  their  Memory,  reclined  our  heads,  talked 
fadly,  and  looked  grave,  till  the  period  of  de¬ 
cent  mourning  expired  :  then,  equally  forgetful 
of  our  lofs  and  of  ourfclves,  we  returned  in  all 
our  former  gaiety  to  the  fcenes  of  pleafuve,  ow 
the  reforts  of  bufinefs.  It  is  one  of  the  moft' 
benignant  inftitutions  in  Nature’s  law,  that  time 
affords  a  balm  for  every  wounded  heart. 

I  reprove  not  the  drooping  head  when  raifed 
from  dejection,  nor  would  cover  the  check  of 
forrow  with  blufhes  when  wiped  from  tears* 
Let  us  return  to  the  pleafures  and  employments' 
of  life  with  proper  relifh,  but  never  live  with 
fo  much  eagernefs  and  avidity,  as  to  forget  that' 
others  have  died  before  us,  and  that  we  alfo 
mult  die.  It  was  to  roufe  us  from  indolence 
and  fecurity,  to  awake,  if  polhble,  a  due  fenfe 
of  our  precarious  lituation,  that  this  fubjeCt 
has  been  undertaken ;  let  me  therefore  beg, 
that  it  may  gain  fuch  attention  from  my  audi¬ 
ence,  as  they  would  wdfh  to  have  paid  it  in  the 
hour  of  darknefs  and  convuHive  pangs ;  when 
timCj  and  earth,  and  day,  and  pleafure,  fly 
from  every  fenfe,  and  when  nothing  but  a 
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boundlefs  and  uncertain  eternity  lies  before 
them.  Death,  my  brethren,  however  gloomy 
and  terrific,  is  pregnant  with  interefting  confi- 
derations  :  for  though  we  have  not,  like  He- 
zekiah,  received  a  particular  meffage  from  Hea¬ 
ven,  to  warn  us  of  the  impending  crifis  ;  yet, 
by  the  voice  of  nature  and. experience,  which, 
though  lefs  immediate  and  fenfible,  is  the  voice 
of  God  himfelf,  we  are  certainly  informed  that 
we  fhall  die. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  exhaufl;  a  fubje£t  fo  co¬ 
pious  ;  permit  me  only  to  hint  a  few  things 
which  feem  natively  to  arife  from  the  words  of 
our  text.  Without  attending  to  the  preceding 
narration,  we  fhall  briefly  infift  upon  the  in¬ 
junction  itfelf,  “  Set  thine  houfe  in  order,  for 
“  thou  flialt  die,  and  not  live  ” 

It  was  delivered  by  an  immediate  and  fpecial 
commifiion  from  the  abfolute  Sovereign  of 
heaven  and  earth,  to  Hezekiah,  when  amidft 
the  triumphs  of  a  late  victory,  and  elated  with 
a  fenfe  of  freedom  from  a  formidable  enemy : 
he  was  feized  with  a  diflemper,  mortal  in  its 
own  nature,  had  not  its  malignity  been  check¬ 
ed  by  that  Almighty  Being  in  whofe  hands  are 
the  iflues  of  life  and.  death. 

But  without  taking  the  words  as  they  ftand 
in  connection,  they  may  be,  with  great  pro¬ 
priety,  confidered  as  a  general  precept  j  and  in 
this  view  they  will  become  univerfally  appli¬ 
cable. 

Let  me,  therefore,  addrefs  every  particular 
perfon  here  •,  and  would  to  God,  my  addrefs 
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were  armed  with  fufficient  energy,  to  prove 
efFe£hial,  whilft  in  his  name  I  call  upon  you  to 
fet  your  houfes  in  order,  to  regulate  your  mofl: 
valuable  and  iiuportant  affairs,  for  you  fhall 
die,  and  not  live  ;  you  fhall  be  torn  from  all 
the  pleafures,  endearments,  and  advantages  of 
your  prefent  flate  ;  you  fhall  be  tranfported  to 
fcenes  of  immortal  happinefs,  or  eternal  an- 
guifh,  as  your  own  particular  difpofitions  and 
behaviour,  the  immutable  diftin<5lion  between 
virtue  and  vice,  and  the  declared  rules  of 
God’s  eternal  government,  point  out  your  way. 

Firjly  then,  we  may  confider  death  as  certain 
in  its  arrival,  but  uncertain  in  its  period. 

idly^  We  may  view  it  as  a  migration  or  re¬ 
moval  from  our  prefent  ftate. 

3<^/v,  We  may  contemplate  it,  in  its  elfedls, 
both  on  our  fouls  and  bodies.  And, 

^thlyy  Deduce  a  few  improvements  from  the 
whole. 

I.  We  return  to  the  firft  thing  propofed. 
Every  one  upon  reflection  muff  be  convin¬ 
ced,  that  he  is  not  exempted  from  the  commoti 
lot  of  mortality  ;  that  all  the  fucceffions  of  hu¬ 
man  race,  from  its  origin  to  the  prefent  period, 
have  paid  the  irredeemable  debt  of  nature ; 
and  that  he  himfelf  muft  vifit  the  undifcovered 
country,  from  whofe  confines  no  traveller  re¬ 
turns.  But  the  great  misfortune  is  this,  that, 
infatuated  by  our  fondnefs  for  the  world,  pre¬ 
fuming  on  the  foundnefs  of  our  conffitutions, 
or  terrified  with  the  thoughts  of  approaching 
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diffblutlon,  we  are  willing  to  place  the  gloomy 
profpecl  as  remote  as  pollible,  and  flatter  our- 
leives,  that  we  may  reach  the  moll;  diftant  cjt- 
treme  which  is  affigned  for  the  duration  of 
human  life.  There  appears  ho  natural  incon^ 
flftency  in  the  fuppoflticn,  and  in  this,  as  in 
many  other  cafes,  we  arc  too  apt  to  heighten 
poflibility  into  truth.  But  hov.^  vain  our  per- 
fuaflon,  obfervation  and  experience  ought  to 
convince  us.  How  many  infant  ftrangers  arc 
only  deflined  to  behold  the  light  of  heaven, 
and  fhut  their  eyes  for  ever  ?  how  many  for- 
fake  the  prefent  feene  before  they  reach  the 
prime  of  life  ^  how  many  have  we  beheld  keen 
in  the  profecution  of  buflnefsj  or  purfuit  of 
plcafure,  who  in  the  very  tumult  and  ardour 
of  a<ftion,  were  for  ever  arrefled  by  the  leaden 
hand  of  death,  and  loll  to  all  our  future  in¬ 
quiry  ?  Nor  are  thefe  inftances,  however  nu¬ 
merous  and  ftriking,  the  only  fources  wdience 
reafon  may  deduce  the  uncertainty  of  life.  Ten 
thoufand  avenues  to  fate  arc  ever  open,  even 
in  the  common  courfe  of  things.  We  need 
not  have  recourfe  to  wars,  to  plagues,  inun¬ 
dations,  or  earthquakes  ;  the  quiver  of  Death  is 
always  pregnant  with  fliafts,  equally  certain  in 
their  flight,  and  proper  to  execute  their  Ma- 
fler’s  will. 

In  a  frame  fo  complex  as  the  human  body, 
where  fo  many  caufes  efleittlal  to  life,  concur 
in  its  prefervation,  whence  can  we  derive  the 
prefumption  that  we  fhall  continue  long  here.? 
Are  we  not  confci®us,  that  a  flate  which  de- 
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pends  on  a  right  mixture  and  due  proportion 
of  bumoui’S,  or  a  proper  contexture  of  veins 
and  fibres,  mud  be  precarious  ?  Do  we  not 
know,  that  every  material  frame  mud  at  lad 
wear  out  ?  Are  we  not  fenfible,  that  our  fpirits 
mud  be  evaporated,  or  our  folids  offified,  and 
that  the  very  addon  of  digedion  and  circula¬ 
tion  mud  at  lad  dedroy  the  organs  which  arc 
exerted  ?  Is  it  not  plain,  that  all  the  qualities 
even  of  the  food  by  which  we  are  nouriflaed, 
are  far  from  being  equally  friendly  to  nature,? 
and  though  the  drength  of  our  frame  may  for 
feme  time  conquer  the  malignity  of  fuch  as 
are  contrary  ;  yet,  as  accident,  or  old  age,  ren¬ 
ders  us  more  feeble,  they  will  operate  with  in- 
creafing  force.  But  though  the  human  body 
fliould  be  granted  fecure  from  ail  internal  dan¬ 
ger,  yet  how  is  it  proof  againd  the  extremes  of 
Aveather,  and  the  various  tumults  of  thefe  ho- 
ftile  elements  which  we  inhabit  ?  Every  differ¬ 
ent  temperature  of  heat  or  cold,  every  breath 
of  putred  air,  every  dorm  that  blows,  may  have 
fatal  effe<Sl;s  on  the  human  conditution. 

After  this  account  of  our  fituation,  is  it  dill 
neceffary  that  we  fhould  call  forth  the  dread¬ 
ful  retinue  of  Death,  and  bring  thofc  relentlefs 
miniders  v/hich  more  immediately  attend  his 
perfon,  to  your  view  ?  Mud  we  exhibit  Con- 
fumption,  pale,  and  druggling  for  breath  ;  or 
Fevers,  which,  in  their  delirious  rage,  war  a- 
gaind  Nature,  till  fhe  is  exhauded  in  the  com¬ 
bat  ?  Mud  we  introduce  the  frightful  family 
of  Pain,  the  Gout,  the  Stone,  the  Colic,  with 

their 


Oa  Death. 


r  r  5 

their  diftortedvllTages,  convulfive  attitudes,  and 
piercing  cries  ?  Mad  we  invoke  the  widowed 
wife,  the  defected  huftand,  the  childlefs  father, 
or  the  orphan  child,  that,  in  the  anguiih  of  na¬ 
ture,  their  tears  and  groans  may  atteft  the 
truths  we  declare  ? 

Is  it  not  fufficient  to  roufe  our  attention, 
when  we  refleft,  that  the  prcfent  indivihble  in- 
ftant  alone  is  our  own  ?  The  rapidity  of 
thought,  the  lightning  of  heaven,  the  fwiftefi* 
courfe  of  winged  defire  impatient  for  its  objefl, 
are  not  fwifter  than  the  approaches  of  our 
fate.  Why  then  fhould  we  linger  with  fond 
attachments,  or  unmanly  terrors,  on  a  foreign 
fliore,  w'hilft  the  fail  that  wafts  us  to  our  eter¬ 
nal  home  is  already  unfurled,  and  every  wind, 
and  every  tide,  calls  us  to  prepare  ?  But  fup- 
pofe  the  fate  of  things  were  different,  fuppofe 
it  were  given  us  to  protract  life  from  day  to 
day,  even  till  the  plaintive  feeble  trembling  pe¬ 
riod  of  old  age,  would  this  be  a  juft  caufe  for 
delaying  our  preparation  ?  Far  from  it. 

When  fancy  and  appetite  have  ranged  at 
large,  tvhen  they  have  acquired  habits  of  li¬ 
cence  and  brutality,  they  will  fcorn  the  rein, 
and  rejeft  the  falutary  hand  of  difcipline. 

There  are  indeed  certain  appetites  in  our 
fi’ame,  which  age  and  weaknels  muft  of  courfo 
fubdue  *,  but  if  they  are  the  conqueft  of  na¬ 
ture,  not  of  virtue,  we  are  not  one  jot  impro¬ 
ved  by  their  abfence.  Thefe  devils  are  only 
difpoffeffed,  that  they  may  give  place  to  legions 
worfe  than  themfelves.  Fraud,  the  favourite 
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child  of  hell.  Ambition,  that  fird  violated  the* 
faci’ed  harmony  of  God’s  creation  ;  Avarice, 
that  eternal  third,  which  is  dill  more  inflamed 
liy  indulgence  ;  and  felf-devouring  Envy,  die- 
Cjeed  to  the  pafllons  of  youth,  and  render  the 
infirmities  of  age  more  indtpportable.  Thefe, 
cpntinually  increafe  in  number  and  malignity. 
In  fpite  of  every  dibterfuge,  Mortality  allerts- 
her  univerfal  empire  *,  nor  can  all  the  magic  of 
felf-dcceiving  Hope,  difguife  cur  fuuation  fromr 
us,  nor  turn  our  attention  from  the  impending, 
change.  Then  it  is  that  Death,  in  all  his  hor¬ 
rors,  rlfes  to  our  view:  pale  and  ghadly,  he 
dalks  for  ever  before  us,  and  brandifhes  at  e- 
very  dep  his  mortal  dart  nearer  to  ourbofoms. 
Is  this  a  time  for  recollection,  and  deliberate 
thought  j  is  this  a  proper  feafon  for  moral 
culture  and  I'efinement,  whild,  didraifted  W'ith 
cxtei’nal  pain  and  inward  diflipation,  when 
the  memory  of  our  criminal  pleafures  which 
are  pad,  haunts  us  afliduoufly,  as  ghods  pur- 
fue  their  murderer,  to  tell  the  melancholy  ti¬ 
dings,  that  they  can  be  enjoyed  no  more  ?  when 
the  curtain  of  eternal  Night  is  drawn  afide,  and. 
Death  and  Hell  feem  odentatious  of  their  latent 
horrors  ?  Let  us  take  a  more  minute  and  par¬ 
ticular  view  of  a  peiTon  in  this  fituation,  let 
our  eyes  dwell  for  fome  time  on  his  miferable 
portraiture.  See,  he  endeavours  to  walk  in  vain ; 
his  paralytic  limbs  refufe  their  office  :  he 
courts  repofe,  and  reclines  upon  his  couch;  but 
thorns  and  ferpents  are.drawed  over  the  bed 
of  reft.  Vital  warmth  forfakes  him,  pain  pur.- 
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Hies  departing  life  through  every  retreat,  and 
no  place  affords  him  eafe.  Lo  !  he  Harts,  he 
fmites  his  breaff,  he  lifts  his  eyes  to  heaven 
then  fixes  them  with  terror  on  the  ground.. 
Ah  me  !  cries  he  in  tears,  what  am  I  become  ? 
Is  it  in  myfelf,  or  the  world  around  me,  that  I" 
feel  this  inexplicable  alteration  ?  Where  is  that 
warm  blood,  thofe  volatile  fpirits,*  which  dan--" 
ced  fo  gayly  through  my  veins  ?  Why  have  my 
nerves  lofi  their  wonted  vigour  and  elafticity 
why  do  they  fhrink  and  tremble  even  in  the 
common  offices  of  life  and  nature  ?  What  has 
fo  dreadfully  changed  the  appearance  of  things  ? 
why  does  the  midnight-frolick,  which  once  I 
enjoyed  with  fuch  intenfe  delight,  noiv  feetu 
no  more  than  infipid  noife  and  diffipation  ? 

What  flattens  the  relifh  of  wine,  obfeures 
the  lufire  of  beauty,  extinguiflies  the  tafte  of 
pleafure,  and  palls  the  charms  of  focial  riot  ? 
What  has  eclipfed  the  glories  of  power  and  pof- 
feffion  ?  why  do  they  no  longer  fill  my  heart 
with  tranfport,  and  roufe  my  frozen  powers  to 
aflion  !  Alas  !  thefe  enjoyments  and  purfuits 
are  now  no  more.  Yet  even  this  flate  of  languor 
and  infipidity  would  be,  tolerable  ;  even  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  external  pain,  which,  like  a  I’clentlefs 
fury,  tears  my  nerves,  breaks  my  bones,  and^ 
drinks  my  blood,  might  be  born  :  but  where> 
oh!  where  is  my  reputation  ?  where  the  affifiance 
and  comfort  of  my  rympathifing  friends  ? 
where  the  pleafing  recolleflion  of  a  well-fpent 
life?  where  the  ineftimable  enjoyments  of  a 
felf-approving  heart  ?  and,  O  my  foul,  where 
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are  tliy  hopes  of  eternal  happinefs  ?  Wretch 
that  I  am  !  every  debilitated  power,  every  tor¬ 
mented  fenfe  in  my  frame,  recals  to  my  miiid 
feme  criminal  indulgence.  I  have  no  ufe  of 
memory,  but  as  a  recoi'd  of  my  own  profligacy 
and  infamy.  My  heart  is  the  object  of  its  own.> 
ultimate  deteftation.  My  confcience  upbraids, 
me  with  unceaflng  reproaches,  and  every  part 
of  this  difordered  body  tells  me,  in  a  language 
too  fenfible  to  be  doubted,  that  I  mull:  die.. 
Muff  die  !  O  heaven  and  earth,  and  what  fuc- 
ceeds  ?  Horror,  anguifh,  defpair  !  the  bitter 
cup  of  eveiiafling  damnation  !  To  what  re- 
iource  can  I  then  fly  i’  Though  God  himfelf 
lliould  remit  his  vengeance,  and  quench  thofe 
corrofive  fires  that  for  ever  encompafs  my 
foul,  and  pierce  her  inmoft  efience;  yet  hell  is 
in  my  own  bofom,  it  is  infeparable  from  my- 
felf,  and  admits  of  no  cure  but  annihilation. 
Will  my  tears  quench  the  unextinguifliable 
flame  ?  will  my  groans  foften  to  tendernefs 
thofe  malignant  fpirits,  who  extort  eternal 
trophies  from  my  torment,  who  endeavour  to 
make  infinite  juftice  recoil  upon  itfelf,  and  to 
wound  the  Creator  by  the  mifery  of.  his  pro- 
duclions  ?  Such  is  the  pidlure  of  a  guilty  life 
prolonged  to  age  *,  and  for  its  fidelity,  I  dare, 
without  hefitation,  appeal  to  nature  and  expe¬ 
rience.  Is  it  wife  then,  is  it  fafe,  is  it  prudent, 
to  delay  the  important  talk  of  preparation,  till 
nature  finks  unequal  to  the  toil  ?  Is  it  confift- 
cut  with  our  pretences  to  reafon,  only  to  be¬ 
gin 


Oh  Death. 

oih  the  moft  valuable  fciencc  of  life  when  we 
muft  ceafe  to  live  ? 

If.  But  this  leads  us  to  conhder  death  as 
a  migration,  or  removal  from  this  world. 

It  is  our  principal  intention  in  thefe  reflec¬ 
tions  to  confider  the  nature  of  life  and  death, 
that  w'e  may  form  a  proper  eftimate  of  each, 
and  be  able  to  judge  what  may  be  lofl;  or  gained, 
by  either  alternative. 

But  flnce  death  is  the  neceflary  and  una¬ 
voidable  event  of  all,  and  flnce  the  time  of  na¬ 
ture’s  demand  is  uncertain,  it  becomes  every 
rational  being  to  ftand  prepared,  either  for 
keeping  or  leaving  his  poft  accoi'ding  as  the 
univerfad  Sovereign  fliall  dircft  him ;  for  as  no 
orders  can  be  more  folemn  and  obligatory  than 
the  commands  of  God  and  nature  ;  if  we 
would  obey,  them,  our  obedience  mufl;  be  free 
and  chearful,  without  reluctance,  ftruggle,  or 
r€gret.  It  has,  however,  been  obferved,  that 
one  chief  end  which  we  have  at  prefent  in 
view,  is  to  form  a  proper  eftimate  of  our 
change  :  now,  that  this  may  be  done  with  due 
accuracy,  it  will  doubtlefs  appear  juft  to  confl- 
der  what  wc  muft  relinquifh  in  our  departure 
from  life. 

And  in  the  flrft  place,  we  muft  necefiarily 
quit  every  perfonal  advantage.  The  man  who 
glories  in  corporeal  ftrength,  muft  acknowledge 
Fate  his  fuperior,  and  flnk  beneath  its  oppref- 
flve  hand,  with  groans  and  agonizing  convul- 
fions.  At  the  approach  of  Death,  the  fpark- 
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ling  eye,  whofe  luftre  pierceth  the  foul  of  every 
beholder,  fliall  be  extinft ;  and  the  vermilion 
cheeks,  though  tinged  with  Beauty’s  faireft 
bloom,  grow  pale  as  flowers  when  premature¬ 
ly  nipt  by  froft.  Yet  a  little  while,  and  the 
taileft:  head,  the  mofl;  majeftic  form,  that  ever 
nature  reared,  or  animatedj  lhall  be  low,  and’ 
mingle  with  its  native  duft.  Yet  a  little  while, 
and  the  brightefl:  genius  that  ever  was  kindled  by 
the  breath  of  heaven,  flaall  be  intercepted  in  its* 
grand  defigns,  and  bid  a  laft  adieu  to  every 
mortal  connexion.  Yet  a  little  while,  and 
rite  bofom  which  beats  high  with  florid  wdflies^- 
and  fanguine  expedlations,  fliall  be  more  cold, 
more  infenflble,  than  ice.  Haft  thou,  O  fon  of 
Earth,  acquired  extenfive  or  valuable  poflef- 
lions  in  this  world  ?  Did  thy  foul  fondly  tell 
hei'felf  fhe  had  enough,  and  prepared  to  riot 
on  the  fruits  of  her  care  and  labour  }  Look 
forward,  and  behold  the  unexpedted  deftiny 
which  awaits  thee.  In  vain  haft  thou  accumu¬ 
lated  all  this  vaft  treafui'e  in  vain  is  it  fecured 
to  thee  by  all  the  forms  of  law,  and  every  hu¬ 
man  precaution,  what  have  human  laws  and* 
human  precautions  to  do  with  the  aw'ards  of 
Fate  ?  Thy  doom  is  ratified  in  heaven  ;  and  if 
thou  art  not  willingly  obfequious  to  its  com¬ 
mands,  a  power  more  mighty  and  more  irre- 
flftiblc  than  thinofhall  compel  thee.  But  per¬ 
haps  my  fufpicions  are  uncharitable ;  perhaps 
thou  mayeft  refign,  with  chearfulnefs  and  mag¬ 
nanimity,  all  thofe  pleafures  and  accommoda¬ 
tions  which  accrue  from  beauty,  ftrength,.  or.. 
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riches :  yet  there  are  other  conneeftions  of  a  na* 
tnre  more  tender  and  fenfible,  which  ftill  retard 
thy  flight,  and  by  the  deareft,  fla-ongeft,  and 
mofl:  infeparable  attra<fl;ion,  detain  thy  heart 
with  all  itswiflics  in  this  mutable  and  tranlftory 
world.  Thou  hafl:  often  feen  the  faireft  form 
decay,  and  the  mofl:  extenfive  property  tranf- 
ferred  to  other  polTeflbrs ;  it  was  natural  foi^ 
thee  to  think  thy  beauty  not  immortal,  nor 
thy  rights  unalienable  :  but  did  thy  heart  ob- 
ferve  the  fame  precaution  in  its  excurfions  af¬ 
ter  ambition,  or  in  the  vigour  of  its  enterprifes 
for  fame  ?  Art  thou  contented  to  be  fin’pt  of 
titles,  power,  and  pageantry  ?  Gan  thy  defires 
contradl  themfelves  to  a  dark  and  narrow  cell  ? 
Art  thou  reconciled  to  that  filence  and  obli¬ 
vion,  which  muft  ere  long  involve  thy  memo¬ 
ry  ?  Even  here  thy  heart  may  prove  vidtorious, 
and  rife  fuperior  to  thefe  attachments  ;  but 
what  of  the  endearments  of  kindred  and 
friendflrip  ?  Beauty  is  fading,  and  admiration 
precarious.;  ftrength  mufl:  wreftle  with  a 
ftronger  power,  and  be  fubdued riches  make 
to  themfelves  wings,  and  flee  away ;  fame  is 
like  mufic  to  the  deaf,  never  obtained  till  it 
cannot  be  heard;  ambition  foars  above  its  pro¬ 
per  height,  and  by  its  towei'ing,  aggravates  its- 
fall.  But,  gracious  God  !  mufl:  we  bid  adieu, 
an  everlafting  adieu,  to  our  deareft  friends,  to 
thofe  whom  fimilar  fentiments,  and  long  inter- 
courfe,  have  rendered  a  part,  an  intimate  and 
fenfible. part  of  ourfelves  ?  Mufl:  this  harmo¬ 
nious  union  of  hearts  be  violated  by  the  inex.- 
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orable  hand  of  Death  ?  Muft  every  facred  fym- 
pathy  of  foul  be  felt  no  more  ?  Muft  the  fmile 
that  cheared,  the  hand  that  affifted,  the  wif- 
dom  and  tendernefs  which  directed  us  in  every 
viciffitude  of  life,  be  refigned  for  ever  ?  Muft 
we  bid  an  endkfs  farewell  to  a  worthy  father, 
an  indulgent  mother,  and  every  tender  donie- 
flic  relative  ?  Our  wives  and  children  too  ! 
Soul -piercing  thought  !  muft  we  abandon 
them  to  the  cold  and  parfimonious  entertain¬ 
ment  which  widows  and  orphans  too  frequent¬ 
ly  find  ?  Defencelefs,  helplefs,  as  they  are,  how 
foon  may  they  fail  the  unreflfting  facrifice  of 
oppreflive  violence  ?  innocent  and  unfufpe^l:- 
ing,  how  foon  may  they  become  a  prey  to  the 
fnares  and  arts;  of  a  mercenary,  defigning,  and 
i'nfidious  world  ?  Thefe  are  too  frequently  the 
difmal  retrofpeifts  of  a  deathbed  ;  and  there 
are  few  of  mankind  who  muft  not  expedt  to 
lofe  fome  or  all  of  thefe  advantages  in  their 
tranfition  from  life.  It  is,  therefore,  of  in¬ 
finite  importance  to  our  tranquillity  in  this 
world,  and  our  happinefs  in  the  next,  that  we 
anticipate  our  future  change,  wnth  all  its  con- 
fequences  ;  fince  this  is  the  only  way  by  which 
they  can  poflibly  be  confoled  or  redrelTed.- 
But  of  this  more  in  our  improvement. 
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The  Subjed  continued. 


2 Kings,  xx.  i. 

In  thofe  days  'was  Hezekiah  fick  unto  death  :  and 
the  prophet  Ifaiah  the  fon  of  Amos  came  t^ 
him,  and  /aid  unto  him.  Thus  faith  the  Lordf 
Set  thine  houfe  in  order ^  for  thou  fhalt  die^  and 
not  live. 

III.  r  E  fhould  now  proceed  to  contem- 
V  f  plate  Death  in  its  inoft  immediate 
and  remarkable  effects  both  on  our  fouls  and 
bodies  but  whilft  formerly  we  recapitulated 
•the  various  accommodations  and  pleafures 
which  muft  be  refigned  in  our  exit  from  the 
prefent  ftate,  this  enumeration  infenfibly  led 
us  to  anticipate  many  of  thefe  effedls  :  yet  there 
are  flill  fome  which  have  not  fallen  under  oui* 
obfervation  ;  and  which,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
may  difpofe  us  to  entertain  the  profped  of 
Death  with  a  folemnity  becoming  its  import¬ 
ance.  How  decent,  how  lovely,  how  awful, 
how  admirable,  is  this  living  ftruflure  man  ! 
how  ered  his  ftature  !  how  majeific  his  de¬ 
portment  !  how  nice  and  delicate  his  fymmetry  J 
how  noble  and  expreffive  his  countenance  ! 
how  various,  and  how  properly  adapted  his 
powers !  how  numerous  and  aftonifhing  his 
fundions  !  how  fublime  and  energetic  his  ap¬ 
pearance 
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pearance  in  a(ft:ion  !  Such  a  fab*ic  the  prefent 
moment  offers  to  our  view;  but  to-morrow — 
great  and  unfearchable  God  !  ho,w  dreadful, 
how  inconceivable  is  the  change  !  Inftead  of 
that  grace  and  variety  of  motion  which  we 
formerly  beheld  and  admired,. his  whole  frame 
is  now  chained  in  abfolute  and  perpetual  inac¬ 
tivity.  Inftead  of  that  eve<Et  form,  that  majc- 
ftic  >and  ftgnificant  deportment,  which  lately 
charmed  us,  we  now  view. him  extended  in  the 
fame  difmal  attitude  for  ever.  Inftead  of  tliat 
vital  and  agreeable  warmth  formerly  diffufed 
over  his  whole  frame,  effential  frigidity  itfelf, 
is  not  more  cold  than  all  his  limbs,  fo  that  e- 
very  touch  thrills  the  foul  with  ineffable  hor¬ 
ror.  Inftead  of  thofe  beautiful  colours,  that 
exquifite  proportion,  that  inimitable  expreflion, 
which  once  adorned  his  countenance,  his  eyes 
are  fixed,  and  all  their  living  fire  extindc ;  his 
lips  and  cheeks  are  covered  with  one  uniform 
pa'lenefs,  his  features  are  become  long,  fharp,  and 
ghaftly.  Here  let  the  fclf-enamoured  beauty, 
the  darling  idol  of  fame,  the  titled  pageant  of 
heraldry,  the  fplendid  minion  of  fortune,  re¬ 
tire  from  the  gilded  equipage  or  luxurious 
table,  and  furvey  the  gentfine  image  of  their 
intrinfic  greatnefs. 

I  will  not  protrafl  this  fad  defcription,  nor 
attend  the  mournful  object  in  its  progrefs  to 
its  native  duft.  Were  I  difpofed  to  indulge  a 
humour  of  unneceftaxy  declamation,  I  might 
pierce  thd'funereal  gioom,  and  delineate  the  hu¬ 
man  form  in  all  the  periods  of  its  decay.  But. 
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-let  others  trfiverfe  the  -dark  and  nol'rome  vault 
where  mortality  dwelh  in  the  pomp  of  ruin  j 
let  othei's  contract  the  brow  of  Death  in  adven¬ 
titious  frowns,  and  cloud  his  afpexfl  with  hor¬ 
rors  not  his  own.  I  can  fee  no  good  efFe^t  to 
be  produced  by  awaking  and  exaggerating  the 
prejudices  of  fenfe  and  fancy.  To  expofe  Na¬ 
ture  in  her  dilhabille,  and  detefl  her  retired  ope¬ 
rations,  may  indeed  agitate  the  weak  or  fuper- 
ftitious  heart  with  ineffeclual  panics  ;  but  to  a 
philofophical  eye,  all  the  forms  which  Nature 
wears,  and  all  the  imprellions  of  lier  hand,  are 
equally  venerable ;  nor  does  pure  and  unde¬ 
praved  Reafon  admire  herlcfs  in  the  procefs  of 
her  works  to  diffolution.,  than  when  her  gene¬ 
rative  and  prolific  influence  is  exerted,  to  build 
once  more  the  falling  forms,  and  replenifh  the 
furface  of  the  globe.  Let  it,  however,  mortify 
the  vain  ebullitions  of  human  pride,  (and  what 
can  humble  us  if  fuch  meditations  will  not?) 
that  man  may  fay  with  propriety  to  the  worm. 
Thou  art  my  fifler  j  and  to  corruption,Thou 
“  art  my  father,  and  my  mother.”  Here  then 
let  the  curtain  fall;  the  tragedy  of  man,  at  leaft 
in  this  view,  has  now  reached  its  final  cata- 
flrophe.  But  there  is  another  profpeft  not 
lefs  afFcfling  to  a  fenfibie  heart,  than  thofe 
which  have  already  engaged  us.  It  is  not  fuf- 
ficient,  that  form  and  motion  become  the  tro¬ 
phies  of  our  mercilefs  conqueror.  At  his  ap¬ 
proach  the  flame  of  life  goes  out,  and  all  the 
powers  of  fenfation  arc  no  more.  Truly  light 
is  fweet,  and  it  is  a  delightful  thing  to  behold 
.  VoL.  II.  L  the 
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the  fun  i  how  fair,  how  enchantingly  fair,  is 
the  face  of  Nature,  diverfified  with  flowery  vales, 
wood-crown’d  mountains,  and  cryflal  rivers ! 
How  fweetly  breathes  the  vernal  gale,  tinged 
with  a  mingled  fragrance  of  ten  thoufand  o- 
<iours  !  How  harmonious  and  ravifhing  the 
found  of  mufic  I  But,  O farewell  ye  mo¬ 
mentary  beauties,  henceforth  ye  cxift  for  other 
fenfes,  not  for  ours.  1  he  decifive  inftant  of 
agony  and  tears  approaches  j  our  part  on  this 
temporary  theatre  is  finilhed,  and  we  muft 
give  place  to  others,  who  already  wait  our  ab- 
fence  to  appear. 

Well  and  wifely  did  the  Pfalmifl:  caution  us, 
not  to  repofe  our  confidence  in  princes,  nor 
the  fons  of  men,  whofe  breath  departs,  whole 
mortal  conne£lions  and  enterprifes  are  in  a  mo¬ 
ment  effaced,  and  configned  to  endlefs  forgetful- 
cefs.  But  amidft  this  awful  revolution,  whilH 
the  moving  and  fenfible  frame  which  connefts 
us  with  furrounding  obje(fts,  is  divefted  of  its 
priftine  dignity,  and  mixes  with  the  inanima- 
ted  earth  from  whence  it  role,  what  is  the 
-fate  of  that  unwearied  energy  within  .  us,  that 
principle  which  feels,  reflects,  determines  ?  Is 
the  foul,  that  emanation  of  divinity,  that  fpark 
of  celeftial  intelligence,  which  God  himfelf 
firft  breathed  into  the  human  frame,  fubjedletj 
to  the  fame  diffolution  with  its  material  refi* 
deuce  ?  If  fo,  why,  (except  in  fome  particular 
difeafes),  why  Ihould  it  retain  the  full  poffef- 
fion  of  its  powers,  and  independence  of  its  na¬ 
ture,  even  to  the  laft  palpitation  of  the  heart 
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and  piilfes  ?  nay,  why  does  it  rife  above  pain 
and  weaknefs  ?  why  does  it  derive  pcrfe^ioa 
and  improvement,  not  only  from  the  infirmi¬ 
ties  and  ruin  of  its  own  body,  but  from  the  fi¬ 
nal  wreck  and  difiipation  of  all  that  is  mortal  ? 
Long  before  the  prefcnt  crifis,  it  beheld  that 
material  fyftem  to  which  it  was  united,  in  its 
growth,  in  its  maturity,  and  in  its  decline,  whilfk 
the  confcious  and  Informing  principle  felt  it- 
felf  always  progreflive  ;  and  through  every  cor¬ 
poreal  change  recognifed  the  growing  vigour, 
extent,  and  perfeftion  of  its  indefatigable 
powers.  Surely,  therefore,  a  diherence  fo  im- 
menfe  and  ftriking,  muft  merit  our  ferious  at¬ 
tention  :  and  what  can  we  conclude  from  it, 
but  that  there  is  a  fpirit  in  man,  and  the  infpira- 
tio-n  of  the  Almighty  ?  The  body  dies,  life  andt 
vegetation  forfake  it ;  but  thefe  are  for  ever 
inherent  in  the  foul,  unterminated  in  their 
views,  and  incelTant  in  their  operations.  Lo  ! 
the  fsene  of  immortality  opens,  the  dawn  of 
everlafting  day  pours  its  chearful  beams  uport 
the  intelledlual  eye.  Nor  is  this  prorpe<fl  alone 
derived  from  the  intrinfic  nature  of  the  foul  j 
the  various  difpoficions  of  external  things  are 
no  lefs  eloquent  of  her  eternity.  The  unequpd 
and  unaccountable  diftributions  of  good  and 
evil,  which  every  obferver  of  nature  and  pro¬ 
vidence  muft  perceive,  plainly  prove,  that  in 
the  mild  and  equitable  government  of  God, 
there  muft  be  a  period,  a  glorious  and  diftin- 
guiflted  period,  when  virtue  and  happinefs,  vice 
Had  mifery,  ftvall  be  ftrrclly  and  inviolably  united. 

h^z  '  Is 
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Is  this  then  the  ftate  of  things  ;  is  the  pre- 
fent  period  of  our  nature,  a  period  of  geftatioa 
only  ?  Are  our  immortal  fpirits  now  no  more- 
than  in  embryo  ?  and  is  death  in  efiefl  nothing 
elfe  but  a  binh  to  everlafting  cxiftence  ?  Are 
we  likewife  informed  by  the  voice  of  Nature, 
and  the  word  of  God,  tha.t  this  eternal  llateihail 
be  agreeable  or  difagreeable,  according  to  the  ha¬ 
bits,  actions,  and  difpofitions,  which  diverfify  the 
human  ciiaradler  ?  Shall  virtue  then  be  enthro¬ 
ned  in  the  prefence  of  God,  and  partake  all 
that  felicity  which  the  capacities  of  an  intelliJ 
gent  nature  can  admit,  or  the  infinite  joys  of 
heaven  infpire  ?  Shall  the  vicious  mind  be  de- 
prcfied  as  low  as  hell?  Shall  innate  plagues 
ior  ever  prey  upon  its  Immortal  faculties  ? 
■Shall  it  fed  ilic  prefence  of  God  only  by  his 
vindldlve  power  ?  Shall  the  horrors  of  defpair 
e  ternally  blacken  over  its  head  ?  and,  deep  alrea¬ 
dy,  (hall  it  for  ever  fink  to  deeper  damna¬ 
tion  ?  How  tlaen  flaould  thefe  awful  and  im¬ 
portant  convictions  opeitite  on  the  condudt  of 

a  rational  and  Immortal  being - Thus  we  arc 

infenfibly  led  to  deduce  a  few  of  the  molt  ob¬ 
vious  improvements  from  what  has  been  faid. 

IV.  It  appears,  then,  that  death  is  the  necef- 
fary  and  unavoidable  iflue  of  onr  prefent  ftatej- 
that  no  period  of  life  is  fecure  from  its  attacks  j 
that  it  deprives  us  of  every  corporeal  advan¬ 
tage  or  connexion  *,  and  that  it  opens  a  paffiige 
to  confummate  felicity  or  unutterable  anguilh, 
according  to  our  behaviour  in  this  world. 

From 


On  Death. ^ 

From  tliefe  four  principal  fources,  numberlefs^^ 
improvements  may  be  drawn.  We  fliall  only 
chufe  fuch  as  moft  naturally  occur,  and  pro-- 
mife  the  greateft  utility.  Is  it  then  certain  be¬ 
yond  all  hefitadon,  that  we  muft  die  ?  If  fo,* 
what  Is  more  plain  and  natural,,  than  to  regu¬ 
late  our  conduct  and  affairs  by  this  profpeft  ^ 
Such  was  the  Prophet's  melTage  to  Hezekiah< 
in  the  text,  Set  thine  houfe  in  order,  for 
“  thou  flialt  die,  and  not  live.”  If  literally 
tranflated,  it  is,  “Command,  or  give  orders  to 
**  thy  houfe.”  A  late  author  *  has  been  at 
great  pains  to  prove,  that  all  the  fanfdons  of 
the  Jewiih  difpenfation  were  temporary,  and 
that  the  immortality  of  the  foul  lay  hid  in  the 
fecret  counfels  of  God,  from  whence  nothing 
tranfpired  concerning  it  till  the  publication  of 
Ghriftianity  :  but  whoever  reads  the  Old  Tefta- 
ment  with  due  attention,  will  clearly  difeern,. 
that  immortality,  though  more  obfcurcly  and- 
refervedly  mentioned,  is  yet  necefiarily  implied* 
in  a  great  many  pall'ages,  as  in  that  to  which  our 
Saviour  alludes  in  his  anfwer  to  die  Sadduces  f  j, 
and  that  the  interpretations  which  this  inge¬ 
nious  writer  would  obtrude  upon  us,  are  for-- 
Ced  and  unnatural.  This,  therefore,  being, 
granted,  it  muft  follow,  that  by  the  regulation' 
of  Hezekiah’s  houfe,  the  prophet  did  not  con¬ 
fine  himfelf  to  the  arrangement  of  his  fecular 
affairs-.  He  not  only  enjoins  him  to  adjuft  the 
propei'ty  of  his  private  effe<fts,  and  appoint  a-- 
fuccelTor  in  his  government ;  but  the  precept 

•  See  WaiburtOn’s  Div'iiie  Legatioa  of  Mofes. 
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extends  to  eterpityj  and  its  coucerns-.  The  for¬ 
mer  view  is  not  to  be  neglected,  but  the  latter 
ought  chiefly  to  engage  us-  It  is  certainly  in¬ 
cumbent  on  every  man,  before  his  departure 
from  this  world,  to  dilpofe  of  his  perfonal  ef¬ 
fects,  as  equity,  neceflity,  gratitude,,  or  other 
natural  obligations  fliall  determine  ;  and  to 
prevent  all  animolity  or  difpute,,  by  adjufting, 
the  claims  of  his  friends.  This  rule  invariably 
ohferved,  might  greatly  fufpend,  if  not  entirely 
prevent,  that  cruel  and  unnatural  eagernefs 
which  heirs  difeover  in  crouding  to  the  cham¬ 
bers  of  their  expiring  relations,,  even  before  the 
corpfe  be  cold  ;  not  to;  give  way  to  the  natural 
emotions  of  humanity  and  regret,  not  to  mourn 
the  deceafed,  but  to  carve  and  dilacerate  his 
property.  One  cannpt  mention  this  difagrec- 
able  chcumfliance,  without  blufltes  and  indig¬ 
nation.  It  is  indeed  fufiicient  to  make  any  li¬ 
beral  and  ingenuous  mind  aihamed  of  human, 
nature.  But  whilft  we  detefl;  the  crime,  we 
mufl;  acknowledge  the  fa^.  We  muft  acknow¬ 
ledge,  that  widows  and  orphans  have  often  beem 
defrauded  by  the  rapacity  of  villanous  pre¬ 
tenders,  whofe  title  could  only  be  founded  on. 
the  negligence  of  the  original  proprietor.  It 
mufl:  be  owned,  that  the  mofl:  facred  obliga¬ 
tions  which  nature,,  reafon,  or  fociety,  could, 
fanftify,  have  been  cruelly  and  facrilegioufly 
profaned  in  controverted  fettlements,  by  that 
implacable  rage  and  bitternefs  which  a  tedious 
and  uncertain  trial  at  law  never  fails  to  create 
and  inflame,,  whilfl:.  the  value,  of  the  fubje^t 
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rn-  qtififUon,  is  frequently  exhaufted  in  tlie  ex- 
pences  of  the  fuit. 

To  remove  or  qualify  thefe  inconveniencieSy 
rt  is  extremely  proper,  that  every  man  who 
leaves  effeib  behind  him,  fhould  declare  how 
then*  future  property  ought  to  be  afcertained,, 
and  ratify  that  declaration  with  every  ncceflary 
and  ufeful  form  which  particular  focietics^ 
have  appointed  for  that  purpofe.  But  if  thefe 
precautions  are  neceflary  in  our  external  cir- 
cumftances,  how  much  more  care  and  circum'- 
fpe^Vion  are  due  to  our  minds,  which  conftitute 
our  real  felves,  and  whofe  interehs  are  infinitely 
more  extenfive  and  permanent  than  all  fublu-- 
nary  concerns  taken  together  ?  Muft  I  them 
die  ?  Confider,  O  my  foul,  what  is  the  import 
of  this  irrepealable  and  univerfal  law.  De- 
tatck  thyfelf  and  all  thy  wilhes  from  every 
mortal  engagement.  Art  thou  a  rational  crea¬ 
ture,  and  confcious  of  this  awful  revolution  I 
Tell  me,  in  the  name  ofreafon,  in  the  name  of 
experience,  in  the  name  of  God  himfelf,  why 
murmur  at  thy  deftiny  ?  To  what  purpofe  lln*- 
ger  and  look  behind  thee  ?  Why  fhamefully 
difeover  thy  impotence>,  by  fti'uggling  for  life, 
and  grafping  at  every  {lender  twig,  to  fave  thee: 
from  the  inevitable  precipice  ?  The  neceffity 
In  which  thou  art  involved,  is  determined,  and 
mreverfible  but  by  the  command  of  God  j  and; 
what  claim  haft  thou  to  a  difpenfation  from 
the  univerfal  lot  of  thy  nature  ?  Shall  the  Cre¬ 
ator  and  Governor  of  things,  fuperfede  the 
wife  and  uninterrupted  plah  of  this  providence 

in 
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in  partiality  to  thee  ?  Advance  then,  but  ad¬ 
vance  with  that  grace  and  decorum  which  be--, 
come  thy  rational-  and  immortal  nature. 
not  dragged  like  a  ford-id  wretch,  a  bafe  and- 
cowardly  malefa(ilpr,  to  that  confpicuous  fcene  > 
where  thou  raayft  appear  as  a  candidate  for 
endlefs  glory  and  felicity.  Nor  is  it  enough 
to  be  imprelTed  with  the  general  convidhon  of 
dying ;  for  what  is  poffible  in  any  diflant  pe¬ 
riod,  is  now,  even  now  equally  poffible.  Haft, 
thou  feen  fuch  numberlefs-,  fuch  fatal  inftances 
of  the  uncertainty  of  life,  and  eanft  thop  reft 
fupine  and  regardlefs  of  thy  own  ?  Wilt  thou 
begin  thy  preparations  to-morrow  ?  What  and 
where  is  to-morrow?  It  is  in  the  records  of  e- 
ternity  alone  ;  to-morrow’s  fun  may  rife,  but 
not  for  thee.  Perhaps  thcfe  ffiades  which  at 
prcfent  thicken  over  the  face-  of  nature,  may' 
wrap  thee  in  cverlafting  night.  Delay  nor 
then  :  the  prize  is  eternal  and  infinite  *,  the  time 
a-ffigned  for  a(Slion,  a  moment  only.  Dolb 
thou  tremble  at  the  pain  of  dying  ?  It  is  a  pain 
common  to  all  fenfitive  natures,  and  confe— 
quently  not  intolerable  to  thine.  Be  comfort¬ 
ed  :  if  death  is  deliberate  and  tardy  in  his  ap¬ 
proach,  the  confli<5l.  will  be  eafy  and  fupport- 
able.  If  he  rufhes  upon  thee  with  violence 
and  impetuofity,  he  cannot  at  once  urge  the 
blow  and  continue  the  fmart ;.  for  no  torment 
can  be  both  exquifire  and-  durable.  Art  thou 
lorry  to  be  arrefted  in  the  prime  of  life  ?  thy- 
grief  is  equally  fruitlefs  and  unjuft.  Why 
•wGuldft  thou  languifh  beneath  a  load  of  mor¬ 
tality  ? 
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tafity  ?  why  woiildft  thou  groan  and  pantundes* 
this  terreftrial  burden,  even  till  the  laft  mo- 
Hient  of  its-  poflible  duration  ?  Then  come  the 
hours  of  dilguft,  peeviflinefs,  and  imbecility  j 
then  defire  i'etuins  its  former  keehnefs,  whilfV 
every  tapacity  of  enjoyment'*  is  either  greatly^ 
enfeebled,  dr  abfolutely  loft.  Would  it  not 
be  much  nobler,  and  more  manly,  to  hear  the 
call  of  nature  with  chearfulnefs,  fortitude,  and' 
refignation  ;  to  fpring  at  once  into  the  regions’ 
of  immortar  being,  from  whofe  remoteft  pre- 
cin^ls,  age  and  death,  pain  and  forrow,  are 
for  ever  baniflied  ?  But  death  is  a  terrible 
change.  Doubtkfs;  and  pray,  is  life  an  eligible 
ftate.^  Look  back  on  what  is  already  paftj  coii-' 
fult  your  former  experience ;  can  you  bear  tO' 
reiterate  the  fame  dull'  meals,  to  revolve  the' 
fame  uneafy  di'eams,  td  repeat  the  fime  un-<. 
meaning  conver-fations,  to-  tread  the  fame  beat¬ 
en  paths,  to  yawn  in  the  fame  trite  amufe- 
ments,  to  laugh' at  the  fame  ftale  jeft,  to  review 
the  fame  unvaried-profpe^l; ;  in  fliort,  conti¬ 
nually  to  wind  the  fame  uniform  circle  of 
pains  and  pleafurcs  Curiofity  fekens,  and 
cowardice  itfelf  naufeates  the  view.  ThoU 
haft  already  lived,  and  Cxhaufted  the  pleafuresi 
of  living.  Reconcile  thy  vain  fears  and’  vainer 
hopes  to  the  impending  change  :  night  is  the 
natural  end  of  day,,  repofe  of  wearlnefs,  and 
death  of  life.  How  Nature  intends  that  we' 
ftiould  rate  a  gift  fo  fliufluating  and  perifhable,' 
we  may  learn  from  the  trivial  cafualties  by' 
♦•’liich  it  may  be  cither  protracted  or  ctu'tailedv 

But,. 
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But,  artful  to  project,  and  keen  to  infli£l  thy 
own  unhappinefs,  thou  doft  not  judge  of  the 
future  by  the  paft.  New  connections  and  ideal 
treafures  of  chymerical  delight,  perpetually  rife 
to  Fancy’s  view,  and  kindle  defires  unfelt  be¬ 
fore.  As  fruits  untafted  fix  the  wandering 
eye,  but,  when  obtained,  indulge  the  pallatc  with 
no  higher  variety,  than  the  fame  fweet,  bitter, 
or  acid,  which  it  had  formerly  fo  often  felt, 
and  neglected.  Let  us  examine  things  in  de¬ 
tail.  Wealth  renders  us  more  independent, 
and  extends  our  capacities  of  doing  good,  j  but, 
in  proportion  to  the  quantity  bf  our  poflef- 
fions,  or  the  number  of  our  retinue,  we  be¬ 
come  the  toys  of  fortune  and  the  prey  of 
knaves.  Fame  only  renders  us  a  more  confpr- 
cuous  mark  for  the  envenomed  fliafts  of  envy 
and  detradlion.  Power  is  pi’ecarious  and  dan¬ 
gerous,  it  is  a  ferpent  which' efcapes  our  grafp 
only  to  murder  us  with  its  filing.  Youth  is  in¬ 
defatigable  in  its  firength,  afpiring  in  its  aims, 
ardent  in  its  wiflies,  keen  in  its  feofutions ;  but 
the  natural  confequences  of  this  chara<fier  are 
precipitation,  guilt,  and  remorfe.  Social  life 
may,  perhaps,  wear  a  fairer  face.  Let 
us  view  it  with  impartiality  and  deliberation. 
Hafi  thou  obferved  man  invariably  juft',  bene¬ 
ficent,  and  hofpitable  to  man  ?  Are  the  com¬ 
pliments  and  civilities  of  converfation  to  be  in¬ 
terpreted  in  their  full  extent  ?  Is  there  no  ri¬ 
valry,  no  competition  .  of  intei'efis  in  human 
commerce  ?  Are  virtue  and  merit  the  only 
paths  which, lead,  to  office  and  diftiniftion  ?  Hafi 
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thou  always  feen  a  fpirit  of  confanguineal  ten-^ 
deniefs  univerfally  cultivated,  or  the  relative 
duties  of  life  fcrupuloufly  performed  Have 
fi'iends  and  relations  been  for  ever  united  in 
the  fame  views,  interefts,  and  inclinations  ?  Is 
the  courfe  of  public  affairs  conducted  by  uner¬ 
ring  reafon,  or  animated  by  generous  and  dilin- 
terefted  aims  ?  Let  me  not  exaggerate  the  evils 
of  focial  intercourfe,  but  appeal  to  thy  own 
memory  and  obfervation.  Only  imprefs  this 
caution  deep  on  thy  foul ;  “  Never  hope  to 

fhare  enjoyments  which  thou  haft  not  be- 
“  held  j”  nor  imagine  thy  lot  will  be  free  from 
thofeinconveniencies  which  naturally  and  gene¬ 
rally  attend  the  fame  circumftances.  Such  a 
dream  would  be  too  prefumptuous  for  Folly 
herfelf,  even  in  the  moft  fangitine  tranfports  of 
her  levity.  Reduce  things  to  their  proper  co¬ 
lours,  and  their  proper  magnitude  :  let  not 
fancy  behold  any  objefl,  but  through  the  me¬ 
dium  of  reafon  and  experience. — — But  thou  art 
fhock’d  at  the  ftate  of  thy  body  after  death. 
The  notions  of  coldnefs,  infenftbility,  and  pu- 
trefadlion,  haunt  thee.  Once  more  be  difabu- 
fed  :  Death  is  not  the  abfence  of  fcnfation  per¬ 
ceived  ;  for  that  very  feeling  would  be  a  fenfa- 
tion.  It  is  a  total  requiefcence  ;  a  long  pro¬ 
found  and  undifturbed  repofe  ;  a  gracious  ma- 
numillion  from  chaftifement  and  bondage ;  a 
fabbath  of  facred  tranquillity  for  weary  and  af- 
iBi<fted  Nature.  He  who  is  dead,  fo  far  as  the 
body  is  concerned,  may  be  juftly  compared  to 
iiiia  who  jtever  had  exiftence  ;  and  if  thou 
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canft  recolk£l  no  feelings  of  pain  or  mifery 
prior  to  thy  birth,  neither  haft  thou  the  final- 
left  caufe -to  fear  them  in  the  grave.  What 
are  all  the  changes  which  afiedt  thy  material 
vehicle  to  thee  ?  No  more  than  thofe  which  in¬ 
fluence  any  other  piece  of  earth.  It  is  no 
longer  a  part  of  thyfelf  :  the  relation  is  broken, 
the  union  dilTolvecl.  Let  faith  inform  thee, 
jthat  if  thou  liveft  agreeably  to  thy  Creator’s 
will,  “  What  was  fown  In  weaknefs,  lhall  be 
“  raifed  in  power  ;  what  was  refigned  corrup- 
tible,  fhall  put  on  incorruption  ;  what  has 
“  yielded  to  mortality,  fhall  be  reftored  im- 

“  mortal.” - But  God  is  juft,  and  thou  art  a 

iinner.  This  indeed  is  a  real  caufe  of  horror ; 
yet 'let  it  not  impel  thee  to  defpair.  Thou 
knoweft  that  Jefus  himfelf  defeended  from 
heaven  to  aflume  our  nature,  to  reprefent  our 
perfons,  to  fufFer  for  our  iniquities,  to  inter¬ 
cede  for  our  pardon,  to  become  our  equit;ible 
andfympathiftngjudge.  Learn  from  his  example, 
and  from  his  precepts,  to  live  and  die;  then 
fhall  thy  life  be  fweet  ferenity,  and  thy  death 
cverlafting  triumph.  Receive  him  in  all  his 
charadiers  and  relations,  .evthivate  habitual  and 
delightful  coiumunion  with  him,  be  what  he 
has  preferibed,  and  thou  fhalt  certainly  enjoy 
all  that  he  has  promifed. 


These  are  the  fentiments  and  impreflions, 
which,  through  all  ages,  have  fupported  the 
good  and  virtuous  in  every  viciffitude  of  life, 
I  and 
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and  even  hi  the  awful  crihs  of  their  dhTolu-' 
lion. 

In  the  firft  topic  propofed  by  our  method, 
we  have  feen,  with  what  foul-confuming  ago¬ 
nies,  what  keen  anticipations  of  ineffable  hor¬ 
ror,  the  man  of  guilt  and  diffipation  expires. 
Inftead  of  that  dreadful  object,  (for  an  object 
more  dreadful  Cod’s  creation  cannot  prefent), 
let  us  now  obferve  with  what  triumph  and  ex¬ 
ultation  the  real  Chriftian,  whofe  life  has 
been  uniformly  devoted  to  the  fervlce  of  God 
and  man,  refigns  his  pure  and  immaculate 
fpirit  into  the  -arms  of  its  Creator.  See  ou 
his  countenance  the  fmlle  of  confclous  peace  i 
behold  his  eye,  though  on  the  verge  of  abio- 
kite  extlnclion,  yet  relumed  with  happy  pre- 
fages  of  that  eternal  and  infinite  joy  into 
which  his  foul  muft  immediately  enter.  Lhlen. 
to  his  feeble,  yet  animated  accents,  how  much 
they  breathe  of  heaven,  how  nearly  they  re- 
femble  the  voice  of  angels :  Weep  not  for  me, 
he  cries,  my  dear  deploring  friends ;  weep  not 
for  me  :  the  living,  not  the  dead,  demand 
your  tears.  Alas !  how  much  has  the  new¬ 
born  infant  to  fufFer  from  the  accidents  of  na¬ 
ture  *,  from  the  caprice  and  cruelty  of  fortune  ; 
from  the  indifference,  contumely,  or  trea¬ 
chery  of  his  fpecies ;  from  the  lofs  of  thofe 
who  have  been  long  endeared  by  choice  or 
nature,  and  from  the  fad  and  mortifving  re- 
view  of  his  own  guilt  and  errors,  Gracious 
God  !  what  numberlefs  acknowledgements, 
what  eternal  and  infinite  gratitude  are  due  to 
VoL.  II.  M  thee, 
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thee,  for  having  conducted  me  in  this  manner 
through  the  tempers  of  a  tumultuous  and 
flu6luating  life,  to  the  harbour  of  everlafting 
tranquillity  and  happinefs  !  With  what  inex- 
preffible  tranfport,  amidfl  the  debility  of  nature, 
the  ftruggles  of  departing  life,  do  I  contem¬ 
plate  my  approach  to  that  immortal  glory  and 
felicity  which  was  the  benefieent  deflination 
of  my  being  ;  to  thefe  refined  and  inconceivable 
enjoyments,  which  eye  hath  not  feen,  nor  ear 
heard,  nor  hath  the  capacious  foul  of  man,  e- 
ven  in  its  utmoft  exertion,  been  able  to  com¬ 
prehend  !  O  Sovereign  mercy  !  O  redeeming 
love  !  how  boundlefs,  how  inexhauftible,  how 
ineftimable  the  treafures  of  fupreme  and  eter¬ 
nal  beatitude,  which  you  have  prepared  and 
accumulated  for  thofe  whofe  lives  have  been 
one  effort  of  love  and  obedience  to  God,  or  of 
juflice  and  benevolence  to  man !  The  fands 
that  conftitute  the  fliore  ;  the  drops  that  form 
the  profound  and  expanfive  ocean  ;  the  rays 
of  light,  which,  from  her, earliefl  birth,  have 
invefted  Nature  with  a  robe  pf  effulgence, — may 
be  numbered  :  but  who  lhall  eftlmatethe  quan¬ 
tity  or  duration  of  thofe  intenfe  and  inceffant 
delights,  which  for  ever  flow  from  thee,  O  e- 
terual  fource  of  being  and  enjoyment !  whofe 
propitiated  countenance  1  fhall  foon  behold, 
to  be  eclipfed  or  intercepted  no  more.  There 
too  fliall  I  recognife  the  friends  of  my  bofom, 
tvhofe  depature  from  life  1  have  fo  long  furvi- 
ved  and  lamented.  They  did  not  finally  perifh, 
but  were  refumed  by  the  Friend  and  Father  of 
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,  the  unlvfric,  for  ever  to  worflaip  In  his.  temple 
f  above.  There  lhall  1  behold  in  their  native 
f  fplcndour,  the  original  forms  of  beauty,  truth, 
I  and  good,  infeparably  united  in  the  bofom  of 
r  their  parent.  Weep  not  for  me,  my  friends, 
[  but  congratulate,  if  you  do  not  envy,  my  ap¬ 
proaching  felicity.  Farewell ;  we  part  but  for 
a  moment,  to  refume  and  enjoy  an  eternal  and 
uninterrupted  intercourfe.  ,  Farewell,  ye  ra¬ 
diant  luminaries  of  heaven  j  farewell  earth, 
with  all  thy  variegated  profpecls  j  farewell  every 
fublunary  objcv^.  Hail  paradife  !  Hail  ye 
cherubim  and  feraphim !  Flail  ye  fpirits  of  juft 
men  made  perfeift  !  How  fublime,  how  delight¬ 
ful  your  intercourfe  !  Welcome  to  my  foul,  O 
my  Creator,  Redeemer,  and  SancVifier.  Wheir 
the  prefent  forms  of  creation  lhall  vanilh, 
when  a  new  nature  fliall  emerge,  tvhen  other 
planets  circling  other  funs,  fliali  in  their  glo¬ 
rious  revolutions,  have  meafured  nutnberlefs 
fucceflions  of  ages  ;  ftill  fhall  the  joys  of  hea¬ 
ven  be  new  to  my  foul  >  ftill  lhall  they  be  as 
far  from  end  or  interruption,  as  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  when  they  firft  began. 


S  E  R  M  O  N  vm. 


The  temper,  character,  and  duty,  of  a  Mi- 
nifter  of  the  Gofp^h 

By  WlLLIA?4  Leechman,  D.  D/ 

I  Tim.  iv,  id. 

Take  heed  unto  ihyfelft  and  untm.ihy  doclrine-’y 
and  continue  m  thcjn  for  in-doing  this y  tkoei 
Jhalt  both  fave  thyfeify  and  t^hem  that  hear 
thee. 

Preacher]  l)ercre  the  fynod  of  Glafgow  and  Ayr,  at  Glaf- 
•  govv,  April  7.  1741.. 

TIIE.wifer  and  more  confideratc  part  of 
mankind,  generally  complain  of  the  un- 
fuccefsfulnefs  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  low  ftate 
of  religion,  no twith handing  the  public  efta- 
.bliflaments  for  religious  inhruftion.  It  muft  be 
acknowledged,  that  there  is  but  too  much  re.a- 
fon  for  the  complaint.  But  on  whom  muft  the 
blame  be  laid  ?  on  the  obftinate  folly  and  de¬ 
pravity  of  the  hearers  ?  or  on  the  ignorance, 
careleflhefs,  and  worldly  lives,  of  us  the  teach¬ 
ers,?  ’Tis  in  vain  either,  to  deny  or  dilTemble 
the  matter  ;  a  great  fhare  of  the  blame  may  jufl- 
ly  be  charged  on  ourfelves.  It  certainly  then, 
concerns  us,  greatly  concerns  us,  as  we  are  the 
eftablhlicd  inhructors  of  the  reft  of  mankind, 
“  to  keep  ourfelves  pure  from  the  blood  of  all 

“  men,.*"' 
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men,”  by  heax'kening  to  this  important  admo* 
nition  of  the  Apoftle  in  the  words  of  the  text, 
to  take  heed  unto  ourjelvesy  and  unto  our  doSlrine  j 
to  continue  in  them  :  for  in  doing  thisy  we  foall 
both  fave  otirfelveSy  and  them  that  hear  us. 

In  difeouriing  on  this  fubjedf,  it  is  hoped,  it 
may  not  be  improper,  nor  unfuitable  to  the  pre- 
fent  occaiion,  to  endeavour,  by  the  divine  aflifi:-- 
ance,  in  the firji  place,  To  explain  and  illudrate 
thefe  great  rules  of  the  Apoftle,  in  the  fame  or¬ 
der  in  which  they  lie  in  the  text ; — and  ihcnyfe- 
condlyy  To  conlider  the  motives  by  which  the 
obfervation  of  them  is  enforced;  For  in  doing 
this,  thou  foalt  both  fave  thyfelfy  and  them  that 
hear  thee. 

Firji y  The  Rule,  Tiike  head  to  thy f elf . 

I.  The  meaning  of  this  precept,  in  the  loweft 
fenfe  of  it,  is,  that  thofe  who  pretend  to  be  the 
inftruiftors  and  guides  of  the  reft  of  mankind, 
ftiould  take  care  that  their  own  behaviour  be 
blamelefs  and  inolFenfive,  i  Tim.  iii.  2.  “  A 
“  biftiop  muft  be  blamelefs.”  We  know  the 
world  experts  an  high  pitch  of  purity  from  us, 
and  examines  our  cont!u(ft:  with  great  feverity  ; 
therefore  we.  ought  to  watch  over  it  with  equal 
feverity  ourfelves  :  and  that  we  may  in  fome 
meafure  anfwer  the  expectations  of  the  world, 
let  us  abftain  not  only  from  all  evil,  but  from 
all  appearance  of  it  too  j  not  venturing  fo  much 
as  to  approach  near  the  boundary  that  fepa- 
rates  virtue  and  vice  j  but  in  ail  cafes  where 
there  can  be  any  difpute  about  the  precife  point - 
M  ^  where 
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where  the  laudable  part  ends,  and  the  blame- 
able  begins,  let  us  take  care  to  keep  ouiTelves, 
\ifibly,  and  to  the  convi(5lion  of  all  fpe61:ators, 
on  the  fafe  fide  of  the  difputed  limit.  If  we 
keep  invariably  by  this  rule,  we  fiiall  be  fo  far 
from  ofi’ending  againft  temperance,  that  we 
fhall  be  exemplary  in  it ;  fo  far  from  violating 
juftice,  and  doing  things  hard  and  rigorous, 
that  we  lhall  be  ready  to  yield  fomething  even 
of  our  undoubted  right;  fo  far  from  being 
guilty  of  any  indecency  in  behaviour  or  dif- 
couiTe,  that  we  fltall  keep  at  a  difiance  from  e- 
very  thing  liable  to  the  fufpicion  of  it ;  and  fo 
far'from  expofing  ourfelves  by  a  levity  of  car¬ 
riage  unbecoming  our  fundlion,  that  wc  lhall 
rather  lean  to  the  fafer  extreme  of  gravity  and 
referve.  Nay  it  may  be  neceflary  fometimes 
that  we  abfiain  from  things  perfeftly  indiffer¬ 
ent  in  their  own  nature,  when  doing  otherwife 
■would  offend  our  weaker  Chrifilan  brethren, 
defiroy  our  influence,  or  leffen  our  power  of 
doing  good.  > 

Further,  that  our  condu£l  may  be  unex¬ 
ceptionable,  we  muft  take  heed  to  what  is  faid 
or  done  in  our  prefence,  fo  as  never  to  fuffer  our¬ 
felves  to  be  carried  away  by  a  falfe  modefty,  or 
'a  vicious  complaifance,  to  approve,  or  feem  to 
approve,  of  what  is  bafe  and  unworthy,  even  in 
the  company  of  thofe  who  are  undoubtedly  our 
fuperiors. .  While  we  fiiew  all  due  regard  to  their 
ftations  and  charafters,  it  muft  appear  at  the 
fame  time,  that  we  have  a  greater  regard  fdr 
U’Uth,  viilue^  pietyj  and  decency  ;  while  wc  a- 
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void  evei*y  thing  like  infolence  and  pertnefs,  oh 
the  one  hand,  we  muil  keep  at  the  greateft  di- 
ftance  from  flattery,  and  abjeff  cringing,  on  tlio 
other.  When  any  fubjeft  of  difcourfe  is  ftarted 
that  is  impious,  immoral,  or  indecent  i  or  when 
any  fehtiments  are  uttered  that  tend  to  pollute 
the  imagination,  or  corrupt  the  heart  ;  then  all 
prudent  methods  muft  be  taken  to  reftrain  fuch 
contagious  difcourfe,  by  introducing  fome  more 
innocent  or  ufeful  topic.  Sometimes  the  li¬ 
centious  converfation  may  be  checked  by  fe- 
rious  I’eafoning  and  grave  rebuke,  if  circum- 
ftances  allow,  and  when  there  is  any  profpefl: 
of  good  from,  it  t  but  as  this  is  not  to  be  done 
•at  all  times,  as  every  company  will  not  bear  it, 
and  perfons  of  bad  temper  will  be  provoked  to 
proceed  to  greater  outrages,  in  fuch  cafes  we 
may  difcountenance  lit  by  withdrawing  frojSi 
the  company,  or  by  fllence.  But  let  it  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  it  is  not  every  kind  of  filence  that 
can  vindicate  us  ;  it  muft  be  a  fignificant  art’d 
cxpreffive  filence,  that  bears  ftrong  marks  of 
our  inwai'd  abhorrence  of  what  is  pafling. 

Perhaps  fome  of  my  brethren,  whofe  fitua- 
tion  and  circumftances  allow  them,  and  whole 
real  benevolence  of  lieart  leads  them,  to  be 
more  frequently  in  mixed  company»  may  think 
thefe  rules  favour  too  much  of  precifenefs  and 
aufterity;  and  may  imagine,  that  they  have 
been  fo  happy  in  life,  as  to  recommend  theni- 
felves  to  the  upper  part  of  the  world,  by  abating 
-fomewhat  of  the  rigour  of  them^  but  thdy 
would  do  weft  to  confider,  that  very  probably 
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they  may  afterwai'ds  find  they  have  been  mifta- 
ken,  and  that  thofe  very  perfons  to  whom  they 
imagined  they  were  acceptable,  inwardly  con¬ 
temn  them,  and  take  their  own  time  to  exclaim 
with  great  vehemencyagainfl  them,  and  againft 
the  whole  order  for  their  fakes.  Thefe  rules. 
Reverend  Brethren,  relating  to  our  outward  be¬ 
haviour,  though  they  are  common  and  ordina¬ 
ry,  and  for  that  very  reafon  apt  to  be  overlook¬ 
ed,  yet  they  are  of  great  importance  ;  for  when 
a  minifter’s  life  wants  that'  purity  and  feverity 
of  manners  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  de- 
fcribe,  his  character  can  never  rife  to  that  dig¬ 
nity  of  virtue  which  begets  efteem  and  autho¬ 
rity,  gives  weight  to  his  inftru<ftions,  and  influ¬ 
ence  to  his  example. 

II.  This  rule.  Take  heed  to  thyfelfy  requires 
us  to  take  care  that  our  real  and  inward  cha- 
ra^ler  be  agreeable  to  our  external  behaviour 
already  deferibed.  We  are  not  to  reft:  fatisfied 
with  an  entire  blamelelTnefs  of  outward  cha¬ 
racter,  but  we  mufl:  labour  with  the  utmofi;  di¬ 
ligence  to  acquire  thofe  improvements  of  un- 
derftanding,  and  that  pitch  of  purity  of  heart, 
which  will  give  real  worth  and  dignity  to  our 
inward,  man,  and  qualify  us  to  fulfil  the  duties 
of  our  important  ftation  with  pleafure  and  fuc- 
cefs. 

I.  In  the  firft  place,  Let  us  Rudy  to  acquire 
thofe  improvements  of  underflanding,  which 
are  in  a  peculiar  manner  proper  to  our  facred 
ofiice,  and  highly  neceflary  to  anfwer  the  ends 
of  it.  ller.$  it  mufl  be  our  firfl  and  chief  care, 

to 


a  r^rmifter  of  the  Gofpel.  lij^i 

to  clear  our  minds  from  thofe  miftakes  and 
prejudices  which  darken  them,  and  hinder  us 
from  perceiving  the  full  worth  and  excellence 
of  divine  things,  and  from  judging  juftly  of-the 
comparative  value  and  importance  of  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  religion.  This  unbiased  ftate  of  mind 
is  of  great  importance  :  it  is  this  that  fits  us  for 
fcarching  into  the  feriptures  with  fairnefs  and 
impartiality,  that  we  may  thence  draw  the  great 
do&  lnes  of  faith  pure  and  entire,  without  load¬ 
ing  Chrifiianity  with  what  does  not  belong  to 
it,  or  giving  up  any  efiential  or  important  part 
of  it :  it  is  this  too  which  preferves  from  an  o- 
vcr*fondnefs  fornew  opinions  on  the  one  hand,, 
and  from  an  over-great  reverence  for  long-a- 
ftablilhed  ones  on  the  other,  and  leads  us  to 
exajnine  difputed  points  with  great  filence,  fuf- 
penfe,  and  coolnefs,  until  full  enquiry  and 
ftrong  evidence  oblige  us  to  take  a  fide.  But 
befide  an  unprejudiced  mind,  there  are  other 
previous  qualifications  necelTary  to  obtain  a 
thorough-  acquaintance  with  the  gr^atdoifrines 
of  religion,,  as  they  are  delivered  in  the  ferip- 
tures;  fuch. as  a, knowledge  of  the  rules  of  right 
reafoning,  and  of  the  great  principles  of  natu¬ 
ral  religion,  together  with  a  tolerable  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  the  original  languages  of  the  facred 
authors,  and  with,  the  hiftory,  antiquities,  pre¬ 
vailing  cuftoms,  and  ordinary  allufions  of  the 
refpedliv.e  ages  In  which  they  were  written. 
Without  ihefe  previous  preparations  we  cannot 
hope  to  reach  the  true  meaning  of  the  facred 
books,. to  explain  and  illaftrate  them  in  a  clear 
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and  delightful  manner,  and  to  judge  with  jufi; 
difcernment  and  taiie,  of  the  beauty,  propriety, 
and  force  of  their  ftyle.  To  which  we  may  add, 
that  without  thefe  previous  branches  of  know¬ 
ledge,  we  cannot  JuccefsfuHy  defend  ottr  holy 
religion  againft  thofe  attacks  that  are  openly 
made  upon  it  in  our  age:  for  it  is  in  the  holy 
feriptures  that  the  chief  evidence  of  our  reli¬ 
gion  is  exhibited  to  our  view  ;  and  it  is  from 
the  wrong  tranflations,  falfe  interpretations,  and 
fcholaftic  and  metaphyfic-ftl  fyftems  wrefted 
from  them,  that  the  chief  objedlions  againft  it 
are  drawm. 

After  having  ftudied  the  great  principles  of' 
natural  I'eligion  and  morality,  and  leaimed  the 
important  truths  of  Chriftianity,  from  an  ho- 
neft  inquiry  into  divine  revelation,  it  muft  be 
our  next  care  to  flore  our  minds  with  a  large 
treafure  of  the  belt  moral  and  divine  fenti- 
ments.  Thofe  are  the  choice  furniture  of  our 
fouls  j  and  from  a  plentiful  ftore  of  them  we 
{hall  find  we  are  both  qualified  and  difpofed 
to  teach  others  in  the  moil  inftrudtive  and  af¬ 
fecting  manner.  The  holy  feriptures  will  fur- 
niflr  us  with  a  rich  variety  of  the  pureft  and  fub- 
liraeft  fentiments  moral  and  divine  :  and  in  o- 
ther  writers  ancient  and  modern  we  may  find  a 
great  number  more,  or  at  leail  the  fame  great¬ 
ly  diverfified,  and  let  in  a  thoufand  beautiful  and 
ftriking  lights.  That  our  minds  may  be  re- 
plenifhed  with- an  abundantilorc  and  delightful 
variety  of  fuch  thoughts,  fentiments,  and  im- 
preilions,-  as  the  bell  of  mankind  have  felt  and 
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defcribed,  concerning  God,  providence,  virtue, 
and  every  thing  i*elating  to  the  great  intereft  of 
mankind,  we  niuft  gather  from  all  quarters ; 
whether  the  writers  be  Chriftian  or  Pagan,  let 
us  think  it  our  duty  to  borrow  whatever  is 
good  and  pure,  whatever  bears  the  marks  of  a 
heart  fmitten  with  the  love  of  truth  and  virtue. 
But  as  virtue, when  dlfplayed  in  the  purefl:  pre¬ 
cepts  or  beft  defcriptlons,  has  only  a  faint  and 
languid  power  over  our  minds,  when  compa¬ 
red  with  what  we  feel  when  it  appears  exerted 
into  aflion  in  the  moft  interefting  circumftanCes 
of  a  good  man’s  life,  it  muft  be  of  very  great  ufe 
to  us,  to  be  furnifhed  with  a  large  colleddon  of 
the  moft  uncommon  and  ftriking  examples  of 
the  feveral  moral  and  divine  virtues  which  are 
to  be  found  either  in  facred  or  common  hifto- 
ry.  When  thefe  are  introduced  in  a  proper 
place,  and  painted  with  true  limplicity,  they 
can  never  fail  to  awaken  the  attention  of  the 
hearers,  make  deep  impreflions  on  their  minds, 
continue  rivetted  in  their  memories,  and  give 
them  die  plaineft,  jufteft,  and  moft  engaging 
view  of  the  great  virtues  of  the  Chriftian  life. 
And  that  thefe  jmpl’ovements  of  underftanding 
may  be  more  ufeful  to  the  world,  ive  muft  firft 
endeavour  to  attain  that  inftght  into  the  make 
and  frame  of  the  human  mind,  which  will 
point  out  to  us  the  fhorteft,  moft  fuccefsful,  and 
agreeable  method,  of  informing  the  underftand¬ 
ing,  and  touching  the  heart ;  and  then  to  ac¬ 
quire  that  knowledge  of  the  world,  of  the  tem¬ 
pers  and  characters  of  men, , which  will  direCt 
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us  how  to  advife  and  reprove  without  offence, 
and  with  juft  hope  of  fuccefs.  There  remain 
many  other  branches  of  knowledge,  which 
would  not  only  be  ornamental,  but  highly  ufe- 
£ul  to  us  in  the  way  of  our  facred  bufiuefs ;  but 
the  time  allotted  for  this  difcourfe  will  not  al¬ 
low  me  to  enumerate  them. 

To  conclude  this  head  of  difcourfe,  let  it  be 
obferved,  that  beftdes  the  great  advantages  of 
learning  already  mentioned,  there  are  others  not 
to  be  defpifed  ;  A  large  field  of  fcience  affords 
our  minds  a  delightful  feene,  in  which  they  may 
expatiate  with  pleafure  :  the  pleafing  projects 
and  hopes  of  making  improvement  in  this  or 
the  other  branclr  of  ufeful literature,  enliven  life, 
and  preferve  it  from  that  languor,  and  dead- 
nefs,  to  which  it  can  fcarce  fail  to  be  fubjefled, 
when  it  is  not  animated  with  fome  deftgn,  or 
directed  to  fome  valuable  end  :  and,  which  is 
ftill  of  more  importance,  the  thirft  and  purfuit 
of  knowledge  may  contribute  to  pi'eferve  us 
from  that  immerfion  into  worldly  affairs,  of 
which  thofe  muft  he  in  no  fmall  danger,  who 
have  not  fome  employment  for  their  leifure- 
hours.  To  which  may  be  added,  that  w'lthout 
a  competent  degree  of  knowlege,  we  can  fcarce 
efcape  falling  into  fuch  blunders,  in  our  public 
appearances  as  well  as  private  converfation,  as 
muft  expofe  us  to  the  ridicule  of  the  more 
knowing  and  ingenious  part  of  mankind.  But 
amidft  all  our  fpeculative  ftudies  let  us  ftill  re¬ 
member,  that  all  the  improvements  of  the  un- 
derftanding,  all  the  tteafures  of  the  memory, 
I  all 
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all  the  ornaments  of  the  imagination,  muft  he 
employed  and  made  fubfervient  to  the  purifica¬ 
tion  and  refinement  of  the  heart. — Which  leads 
me  to  confider, 

2.  In  the  fecond  place,  thofe  moral  endow¬ 
ments  which  are-  required  of  us  by  the  rule  of 
the  apoftle  in  the  text,  and  which  are  abfolutely 
neceflliry  to  fit  us  for  the  performing  of  the 
duties  of  our  facred  office  with  faithfulnefs  and. 
fuccefs.  As  the  heart  is  the  feat  of  all  the  vir¬ 
tues,  the  whole  improvement  of  it  confiils  in 
cherifliing  and  ftrengthening  within  our  bo- 
foms,  all  thofe  virtues  of  the  Chriftian  life 
which  it  is  our  duty  to  teach  and  recommend 
unto  others.  There  is  one  difpofition,  which, 
forms  a  principal  part  of  that  temper  of  mind 
which  becomes  a  minifter  of  the  gofpel  of  Je- 
fus,  and  has  a  mighty  influence  on  his  whole 
behaviour,  and  every  parr  of  his  conduff,  and 
therefore  flrould  be  cultivated  by  us  with  the 
utmoft  care ;  and  that  is,  a  remarkable  elevation 
of  foul  above  this  prefent  fenfible  world,  and 
all  its  tranfitory. enjoyments;  Our  hearts  can¬ 
not  be  raifed  to  thij  divine  temper  in  any  other 
way,  but  by  a  fu'Hbonvidlion,  that  ail  thofe  things 
which  the  bulk  of  mankind  love  with  fo  much 
ardour,  and  pui'fue  with  fuch  keennefs,’  can  ne¬ 
ver  make  them  happy;  and  that  the  true  hap- 
pinefs  of  life  arifes  from  the  exercife  of  purity, 
fincerity, charity,  piety,  the  confeioufnefs  of  thefo 
virtues,  the  fenfe  of  the  divine  favour,  and  the 
ravilhing  profpeef  of  a  bleffied  immortality.  That 
■we  may  attain  this  real  elevation  of  foul,  we  mufe 
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ftccuftom  oinTelves  to  a  frequent  and  lively  con- 
.templation  of  God,  to  a  fledfaft  imitation  of  all 
his  moral  perfe£lions,*and  to  rejoice  above  all 
things  in  the  humble  and  modeft  hope  of  being 
exalted  to  the  perfect  and  everlafting  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  him  in  an  eternal  world.  For  if  we 
once  felt  and  experienced  the  happinefs  that  the 
contemplation  of  God,  the  refemblance  of  his 
moral  perfedtions,  and  the  fenfe  of  his  friend* 
fliip  affords,  there  would  fpring  from  thence 
an  unalterable  perfuaffon,  that  life,  with  all  its 
other  enjoyiuents,  without  thefe  pure  and  fpiri- 
tual  pleafures,  is  but  a  vain  dream,  a  tranfient 
lhadow,  a  ferics  of  delufiye  amufements,  which 
may  flatter  us  for  a  while  with  fair  and  diftant 
promifes  of  happinefs,  but  muff  foon  leave  us 
in  difappointment  and  forrow.  Without  this 
ftrong  fenfe  of  the  vanity  and  emptinefs  of  all 
prefent  and  fenljble  things,  and  a  clear  view  of 
the  reality,  importance,  and  tranfcendent  worth 
of  fpiritual  and  unfeen  objecls,  we  are  not  pre¬ 
pared  to  defcend  into  the  world,  and  to  en¬ 
counter  the  temptations  of  it.  It  is  this  eleva¬ 
tion  of  foul  that  muff  infpire  us  with  a  hearty 
contempt  of  that  fcrambling  for  worldly  digni¬ 
ty  and  advancement,  which  muff  certainly  be  a 
great  reproach  to  us,  who  inculcate  upon  o- 
thers,  that  it  ought  to  be  their  only  ambition  to 
•  adltheir  part  well  in  that  ftation  Providence  has 
afligned  them,  and  to  obtaip  the  approbation 
of  God,  which  is  the  perfeftion  of  glory  and 
honour.  It  is  this  muff  preferve  us  from  the 
mean  and  forbid  defign  of  fcraping  together 
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wealth  and  riches,  which  is  utterly  unbecoming 
us,  who  call  on  the  reft  of  mankind  to  mode¬ 
rate  their  defires  of  thefe  things,  and  whofe  bu- 
finefs  it  is  to  perfuade  others,  that  the  friend- 
fliip  of  God,  and  thofe  virtues  and  graces  which 
form  them  to  his  refemblance,  arc  the  only 
real  and  durable  riches ;  and  it  is  this  muft  fe- 
cure  ourfelves  from  being  dazzled  with  the  fliew 
and  glitter  of  human  life,  while  we  preach  un¬ 
to  others,  that  “  the  faflaion  of  this  world  pafT- 
“  eth  away,”  and  that  fpiritual  and  divine 
things  alone  ftiiae  with  real  and  everlafting  glo¬ 
ry,  It  is  the  experience  of  the  joys  of  a  hea¬ 
venly  frame  of  mind,  that  muft  prevent  our 
Hiingling  with  the  generality  of  mankind,  in 
their  low  and  fordid  purfuits,  and  entering  with 
vehemence  into  their  little  parties  and  fa6tions> 
formed  on  worldly  views,  and  condufled  by 
worldly  meaftires.  It  is  an  high  relifh  of  the 
plcafiu'es  of  the  fpiritual  and  divine  life,  which 
will  feat  us  as  it  were  in  fecurity  on  an  emi¬ 
nence,  from  whence  we  may  look  down  with 
wonder  mixt  with  pity  on  the  blinded  fons  of 
men,  who,  like  children,  are  contending  with 
the  utmoft  keennefs  for  baubles  and  toys,  which 
.  dazzle  their  eyes  for  a  while  with  a  vain  glare, 
but  muft  foon  vanilh  like  a  dream.  In  this  fitu- 
ation  of  mind,  and  with  this  mournful  view  of 
the  ftate  of  mankind,  we  muft  be  animated 
.  with  the  warmeft  zeal  to  take  the  vail  off  their 
eyes,  and  convince  them  of  their  ignorance. 

What  ignorance  ?  I  do  not  mean  their  igno¬ 
rance  of  the  intimate  natures  and  effences  of 
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things ;  their  ignorance  of  the  great  plan  of  P ro- 
vidence,  and  of  numberlefs  paft,  pi’efent,  and 
future  tranfa<fl;ions  of  the  univeiTe  ;  in  a  word, 

I  do  not  mean  that  ignorance  of  things  which 
is  commonly  acknowkdged,  even  by  the  acuteft 
philofophers,  though  no  doubt  that  kind  of  ig¬ 
norance  is  humbling  enough:  but  I  mean  a 
more  lamentable,  more  mortifying,  more  fatal 
ignorance  ;  their  ignorance  of  thcfe  things 
which  are  the  proper  fcieuce  of  man  in  his 
prefent  flate  ;  their  ignorance  of  the  inherent 
bafenefs  of  vice,  and  the  milery  that  is  infepa- 
rable  from  it ;  and  of  the  intrinfic  excellence  of 
virtue,  and  the  happinefa  that  always  accompa¬ 
nies  it ;  their  ignorance  of  the  vanity  and  no- 
thingnefs  of  worldly  pleafures,  and  the  everlaft- 
ipg  worth  and  importance  of  fpiritual  and  di¬ 
vine  enjoyments  *,  in  a  word,  their  ignorance 
of  this  great  and  cardinal,  truth,  “  That  it  is 
life  eternal  to  know  the  only  true  God,  and 
“  Jefus  Chrift  whom  he  hath  fent.”  How  pa¬ 
thetic  and.  emphatical  is  the  ,  defcription  we 
have  of.thisblindnefs  of  mankind,  Rev.  hi.  17. ! 
“  Thou  fayeft,  I  am  rich,  and  increafed  with 
goods,  and  have  need  of  nothing ;  and  know- 
“  efl  not  that  thou  art  wretched,  and  mife- 
“  rable,  and  poor,  and  blind,  and  naked.”  Let 
It  be  obferved,  that  what  is  faid  here  about  the 
ignorance  of  mankind,  is  not  to  be  underftood,. 
us  if  they  had  no  theory  or  fpeculative  notions 
about  the  chief  good,  and  true  happinefsj  for 
the  greateft  part  of  tlvem  have  fomething  of 
thiskindi  but  it  is  to  he  underftood  of  their 

not 
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not  having  fuch  an  intimate  and  over-bearing 
convicbion  of  this  grand  truth,  Xliat  the  only 
true  happinefs  lies  in  the  knowledge,  the  love, 
the  refemblance,  the  enjoyment  of  God  the  fo- 
vereign  good,  as  will  make  every  other  fhadow 
of  happinefs  quite  difappear,  and  leave  the 
mind  in  the  full  and  unalterable  perfuafion,  that 
this  fpiritual  happinefs  is  all  in  all  for  time  and 
for  eternity. 

Befides  the  many  great  advantages  already 
mentioned  arifing  from  a  true  elevation  of  foul' 
above  fenfible  things,  w^e  may  add  feveral  more  •, 
fuch  as,  that  it  gives  a  real  dignity  to  our  in¬ 
ward  character,  a  commanding  influence  to  our 
example,  an  uncommon  force  and  fublimity  to 
our  difcourfes,  renders  our  bulinefs  our  chief 
delight  and  joy,  and  makes  our  light  fo  to  fhine 
“  before  men,  that  they  feeing  our  good  works, 
“  {hall  glorify  our  heavenly  Father.”  But  the 
time  allotted  for  this  difcourfe  will  not  permit 
us  to  enlarge  on  thefe. 

Perhaps  fome  may  think,  that  what  is  faid 
here,  about  that  purity  and  elevation  of  heart 
which  becomes  an  inflrudfor  of  mankind,  is 
painted  too  high,  and  far  beyond  the  life.  But 
furely  it  mufk  be  owned,  that  it  is  our  duty  to 
aim  at  the  higheft  pitch  of  virtue  attainable  in 
this  prefent  ftate.  And  a  little  attention  may 
convince  us,  that  we  are  capable  of  arriving  at 
incomparably  higher  impreffions  of  God  and 
divine  things  than  we  commonly  feel.  We 
may,  by  dtie  care,  and  the  aids  of  dit^ine  grace, 
rife  to  a  pitch  of  efteem,  admiration,  love,  and 
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joy,  in  the  contemplation  of  God,  compared 
with  which,  our  ordinary  fentiments  and  feel¬ 
ings  are  but  like  the  faint  impreffion  made  up¬ 
on  our  minds  by  the  idea  of  the  fun  when  ab- 
fent,  compared  with  what  we  are  confcious  of 
when  we  behold  him  fhlriing  in  all  his  glory. 
Nay,  is  it  not  matter  of  wonder  and  aftonifli- 
ment,  that  we  who  believe,  we  who  inculcate 
.upon  others,  that  there  is  almighty  power,  in¬ 
finite  wifdom,  and  perfefl  goodnefs,  perpetually 
prefiding  over  the  univerfe,  and  engaged  on 
the  fide  of  righteoufnefs  and  righteous  peiTons,. 
is  it  not,  I  fay,  very  amazing,  that  by  this  be¬ 
lief  our  fouls  are  not  raifed  into  a  perpetual 
tranfport  of  joy  and  wonder,  to  foraething, 
tranfcendently  higher  than  we  have  yet  felt, 
than  we  can  well  exprefs  by  all  the  power  of 
language  ?  Surely  it  muft  appear  very  furprifing 
to  thofe  vrho  confider  things  calmly,  that  we 
who  preach  to  others,  that  “  life  and  immorta- 
lity  ai'e  brought  to  light  by  the  gofpel,”  and 
who  pretend  to  entertain  the  firm  and  unlhaken 
hope  of  another  and  better  life,  are  not  efta- 
blilhed  by  that  glorious  hope  in  an  uninter¬ 
rupted  and  delightful  exaltation  of  foul,  above 
all  thofe  things  which  engrofs  the  hearts,  and. 
employ  the  whole  lives,  of  worldly  men.  Can 
there  be  a  more  elevating,  a  more  triumphant 
expectation,  than  that  of  living  for  ever  in  the 
abodes  of  perfeCt  knowledge,  virtue,  and  hap- 
plnefs  ?  Is  it  not  the  natural  efFeCl  of  fuch  a 
glorious  hope,  to  "deaden  in  us  the  love  of  this 
vaiA world,  and  make  us  pant  after  a  better? 
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r  John  lii.  3.  *'  Evei'y  man  that  hath  this  hope 
“  in  him,  purifieth  himfelf,  even  as  he  is  pure.” 
Let  us  endeavour,  then,  by  the  proper  helps  of 
retirement,  meditation,  and  prayer,  to  attain 
iclearer  viewsof  the  Deity,  and  of  divine  things, 
to  feel  higher  impreffions  of  their  worth  and. 
majefty,  and  to  grow  daily  more  convinced  of 
their  reality  and  importance,  and  of  the  joy  and 
happinefs  that  arife  from  the  love  and  contem¬ 
plation  of  them.. 

But  let  none  conclude  from  what  is  faid,  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  a  minifter  of  the  gofpel  to  de¬ 
vote  his  whole  life  to  contemplation,  to  retire 
from  the  world,  and  maintain  as  little  converfc 
avith  mankind  as  an  hermit  fhut  up  in  his  cell. 
By  no  means.  The  moft  perfect  charafrer  of 
a  teacher  of  true  religion  is,  that  of  one  who 
lives  among  mankind,  converfes  with  them, 
and  at  the  fame  time  retains  as  much  purity  of 
mind,  and  difcovers  as  much  difengagement  of 
heart  from  the  world,  as  if  he  were  entirely  fe- 
parated  from  it.  For  fuch  a  man  is  fitted  to 
moderate  the  defires  of  worldly  things  in  the 
reft  of  mankind,  to  lower  their  high  notions  of 
the  excellence  and  happinefs  which  they  ima¬ 
gine  to  arife  from  the  poflefliOn  and  enjoyment 
of  them,  to  difplay  the  fuperior  worth  and  im¬ 
portance  of  thofe  things  which  are  fpiritual  and 
divine,  and  to  fpread  a  fenfe  of  God  and  reli¬ 
gion  where-cver  he  goes,  and  with  whomfo- 
ever  he  converfes.  That  this  is  the  proper 
charafrer  of  a  teacher  of  true  religioh,  is  very, 
evident;  for  this  was  the  chafa^ler  of  Jefus. 

Before 
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Before  I  finifh  this  part  of  the  difcourfe,  con¬ 
cerning  that  temper  of  mind  which  is  in  a  pe¬ 
culiar  manner  becoming  us  who  are  minifters 
of  the  gofpel,  and  highly  neceflary  to  qualify  us 
to  fulfil  the  duties  of  our  ftation,  I  muft  men¬ 
tion  one  important  virtue,  which  fliould  be  cul¬ 
tivated  with  the  greateft  care,  and  raifed  to  its 
highefi:  pitch  ;  and  that  is,  an  unfeigned  good¬ 
will  and  kind  afFedtion  to  our  brethren  of  man¬ 
kind.  For  this  purpofe,  let  us  confider  them 
in  all  thofe  tender  views,  which  may  contribute 
to  endear  them  to  us,  not  only  as  children  of 
the  fame  great  parent  of  all,  and  as  partakers 
of  the  fame  nature ;  but  as  creatures,  fallen  and 
degraded  j  in  the  fame  ftate  of  ignorance,  cor¬ 
ruption,  and  guilt ;  as  exiles  in  the  fame  place 
of  banifhment  from  our  native  country;  asfel- 
low-fufferers  in  the  fame  fcene  of  mifery  and 
diftrefs  ;  as  being  equally  liable  to  all  the  pains 
and  calamities  of  this  life,  and  equally  fubjedt 
to  the  Broke  of  death;  as  fellow-travellers  to¬ 
wards  the  fame  unfeen  world  ;  as  followers  of 
the  fame  great  leader ;  and  as  having  ah  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  and  hardfhips  of  our  flruggling  Bate 
of  pilgrimage,  fweetened  with  hopes  depending 
on  the  fame  great  friend  and  benefadlor  of  hu¬ 
man  kind,  even  the  hopes  of  mingling  with  the 
divine  aflembly  above,  and  there  triumphing 
for  ever  over  all  the  mileries  of  this  mortal 
Bate.  And  if  we  lay  open  our  fouls  to  the  full 
power  of  thefe  intereBing  views  of  our  fellow- 
creatures,  we  lhall  foon  feel  our  hearts  Bream¬ 
ing  out  towards  them  in  fuch  a  flrong  flow  of 
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tcndernefs  and  benevolence,  as  will  extlngullli 
the  pride  and  vanity  that  is  apt  to  arife  from  the 
little  accidental  advantages  one  man  has  above 
another.  How  is  it  poffible,  that  our  hearts 
fhould  fwell  with  pride,  upon  the  account  of 
any  little  tranfient  fuperiority,  when  w'e  rc^le^^t, 
that  we  are  all  on  a  level  in  lb  many  important 
circumftances,  and  that  all  wmrldly  diftin<Si;ions 
will  foon  be  annihilated  ? 

It  is  from  thefe  views  too  of  our  Chriftian 
bi'ethren,  that  we  lliall  feel  our  hearts  melted 
down  into  a  mild  and  forgiving  temper.  Has 
any  one  injured  us  I  let  us  confider  mankind 
in  a  juft  light,  and  it  will  immediately  ftrikeus, 
that  the  injury  w^as  done,  either  through  igno¬ 
rance,  or  the  impetuofity  of  fome  ungovern¬ 
able  paflion.  In  both  which  cafes,  he  that  did* 
the  wrong  is  more  a  proper  objedl  of  pity  and 
compaiuwn,  than  of  anger  and  refentment.  Be- 
Ildes,  bow  can  we  continue  implacable  to  others 
for  thofe  miftakes  and  workings  of  irregular 
palUons  to  w^hich  we  are  liable  ourfelves  ? 

To  which  we  may  add,  as  a  thing  of  great 
importance,  that  it  is  from  confidering  our 
brethren  in  thefe  endearipg  views,  that  we  (hall 
feel  ourfelves  infpi red*,  with  the  principles  of 
true  Chriftian  moderation.  When  we  obferve 
others  differing  from  us  in  opinion  about  leifer 
points ;  or  even,  as  it  appears  to  us,  erring 
from  the  truth  in  more  important  matters ;  it 
wnll  immediately  occur  to  us,  we  ai'e  all  in  a 
ftate  of  much  darknefs,  and  equally  liable  to 
tniflakes  and  errors.  If  we  .  revolve  this  one 
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thought  In  our  minds  with  due  attention,  it  can 
fcarce  fail  to  foften  our  hearts,  and  move  us 
rather  with  pity,  than  paflion  and  bitternefs. 
Real  love  and  affeflionate  fympathy,  and  juft 
views  of  human  nature,  will  lead  us  to  reflect 
on  all  that  vaft  vai-ietyof  circumflances,  which 
may  prevail  on  honeft  and  worthy  minds,  to 
embrace  opinions  widely  different  from  thofe 
which  we  have  efpoufed ;  and  confequently  will 
infpire  us  with  an  abhorrence  of  the  unchriflian 
pra<flice  of  reprefenting  their  miflakes  and  de- 
iigns  as  worfe  than  tliey  i*eally  are,  and  of 
judging  harfhly  about  their  hate  in  another 
v/orld,  and  defiring  or  endeavouring  to  expofe 
them  to  ill  ufage  in  this.  In  one  word,  I'eal 
love  will  invariably  incline  us  to  make  the  lar- 
geft  allowances  for  the  infirmities  of  mankind, 
to  judge  charitably  of  the  honefty  and  lincerity 
of  theiv  hearts  and  intentions,  and  to  be  more 
forward  to  proclaim  their  virtues  than  their 
miflakes  and  failings* 

Further,  one  great  advantage  arifing  from 
a' mild  and  moderate  condu£l,  is,  that  it  places 
tis  in  the  moft  favourable  fituation  for  re(5lify- 
ing  the  miflakes  and  errors  of  dtofe  who  have 
unhappily  fallen  into  them.  .  As  long  as  we 
difcover  a  real  tendernefs  for  their  intercfls 
and  characlers,  we  may  juftly  hope  they  will 
hearken  to  our  reafons,  and  lay  open  their 
minds  to  convi(5lion.  But  fo  foon  as  we  be¬ 
tray  anger  and  bitternefs,  ar  ufe  them  harfh- 
Ly,  we  thereby  prevent  all  the  effect  of  the 
Jftrongefl  arguments.;  When  we  fee,  for  in- 
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ftance,  youth,  through  a  fonduefs  for  novelty, 
and  the  raflinefs  to  which  that  feafon  of  life  is 
liable,  hurried  away  to  efpoufe  new  opinions 
with  great  vehemence,  and  throw  off  eftablifli- 
cd  doftrines,  before  they  have  time  to  confider 
and  underhand  them;  if  we  then  difcover  paf- 
iion  and  refentment,  we  can  never  hope  to  have 
any  power  over  their  minds.  But  if  we  fhow 
them  by  the  whole  courfe  of  our  behaviour, 
that  we  retain  a  fincere  good-will  to  them,  and 
a  hearty  concern  for  their  interefts ;  we  may 
then  perhaps  prevail  upon  them  to  liften  to  our 
reafonings,  and  to  fufpend  their  forming  any 
fixed  judgement  about  the  matter,  until  cooler 
thought,  and  more  thorough  examination, make 
them  fitter  judges  of  things.  The  experience 
of  mankind  juftifies  this  obfervation :  a  man  of 
wifdom  and  moderation  fometimes  convinces 
and  reclaims  thofe  who  have  been  milled  ;  but 
the  wrath  of  man  “never  works  the  rigliteouf- 
“  nefs  of  God,”  nor  can  he  ever  hope  to  fuc- 
ceed  in  his  deligns,  who  afts  counter  the  meek 
and  humble  fpirit  of  our  bleffed  Saviour.  This 
deferves  the  ferious  confideration  of  all  friends 
to  truth  and  virtue,  and  efpecially  of  thofe  who 
are  any  way  concerned  in  the  education  of  the 
riling  generation. 

Further,  that  general  view  of  mankind  pre- 
fented  to  us  above,  will  naturally  lead  us  for¬ 
ward  to  confider  our  refpeddve  congregations, 
in  a  nearer  and  more  interefting  point  of  light, 
even  as  a  certain  portion  of  thofe  fellow-tra¬ 
vellers  committed  to  our  care  through  this 
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journey  of  human  life,  and,  by  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Providence,  efpecially  intruded  to  us 
for  direction,  affiflance,  and  confolation.  When 
■  we  view  our  people  In  this  new  and  endearing 
relation,  as  depending  on  us,  for  indrudtion 
when  ignorant,  for  help  when  diftrelTed,  and 
for  comfort  when  afHicled,  vv^e  muft  be  very  ih- 
fendble  if  we  do  not  feel  a  new  flow  of  good¬ 
will  towards  them,  a  ftrong  inclination  to  enter 
into  their  concerns,  to  take  their  pains  aiid 
feelings  upon  us,  and  to  watch  for  opportuni¬ 
ties  of  doing  them  good.  What  though  kind 
oflices  among  them  fliould  take  up  much  time, 
require  much  pains,  put  us  to  much  real  trouble 
and  inconvenience,  rob  us  of  many  agreeable 
amufements,  and  greatly  interrupt  delightful 
and  ufeful  ftudies  ?  Senfe  of  duty,  love  to  our 
people,  and  the  pleafure  of  doing  good,  will  re¬ 
concile  us  to  all  thefe  hardlhips.  A  juft  fenfe 
of  the  Important  relations  we  ftand  in  to  our 
refpedlive  flocks,  and  a  genuine  feeling  of  that 
tender  afleiStion  which  is  due  to  them,  will  not 
allow  us  to  hefltate  one  moment,  wliether  that 
part  of  our  time  is  moft  worthily  employed 
which  is  taken  up  in  doing  I'eal  oflices  of  friend- 
ftiip  among  them,  or  that  part  of  it  which  is 
fpent  in  perufing  the  flneft  writings  of  the 
greateft  geniufes  that  ever  appeared  in  the 
woi'ld,  or  in  polifliing  any  little  compofitions 
of  our  own.  Is  the  arranging  of  words,  the 
meafuring  of  periods,  the  beautifying  of  lan¬ 
guage,  or  even  ftoi’ing  our  own  minds  with  the 
divineft  fentiments,  an  employment  of  equal 
I  dignity 
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'dignity  and  Importance  in  itfelf,  or  equally  plea- 
fant  on  reflexion,  with  that  of  compofing  dif¬ 
ferences  extingullliing  animohties  ;  fearching 
out  rnodcfl  indigent  merit,  and  relieving  it; 
comforting  a  melancholy  heart;  giving  counfei 
to  a  perplexed  mind  ;  fufpending  pain  by  our 
fympathy  and  prefence,  though  it  were  but  for 
a  moment  ;  ftiggcfi:ing  to  an  unfurnidied  mind 
proper  materials  for  meditation  in  the  time  of 
dillrcfs  ;  or  laying  hold  of  a  favourable  oppor- 
tunity  of  conveying  valuable  inflru^ftions  and 
religious  imprellions  to  a  mind  little  fufceptible 
of  them  on  other  occalions  ?  There  is  no  need, 
of  faying  any  thing  in  confirmation  of  this  ;  it' 
was  the  glorious  charafter  of  Jefus,  that  “  he 
“  went  about  doing  good.” 

That  we  may  be  hill  more  animated  to  cherifh- 
a  real  and  tender  afftdlion  to  the  people  com¬ 
mitted  to  our  care,  let  us  confider,  that  it  mull 
greatly  increafe  our  power  of  doing  them  good. 
A  fmeere  good-will  expreffed  by  a  conftant  fe- 
lies  of  kind  ofiices,  is  the  fureft  method  of 
gaining  the  love  and  cpnfdence  of  mankind  : 
it  is  a  powerful  charm,  which  hardly  ever  failt 
to  conquer  every  heart.  Thcfe  of  the  meaneft, 
as  well  as  thofe  of  the  greateft  capacity,  per¬ 
ceive  it,  and  feel  its  force  :  even  thofe  who 
could  not  be  won  bv  anv  other  methods,  and 
who  were  perhaps  determined  to  defpife  and 
negleift  us,  or  thwart  us  in  our  dellgns,  will 
uot  be  able  to  hand  out  long  againft  the  power 
of  uniform  and  unconquerable  goodnefs.  And 
tvhen  we  have  cnee  been  fo  happy  as  to  gain 
VoL.  II.  O  the 
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the  love  and  confidence  of  our  people,  it  mufi: 
be  our  own  fault  if  they  are  not  much  beitei*ed 
by  us  :  for  we  have  then  ready  accefs  to  their 
hearts  *,  and  our  infirtuTions  either  in  public  or 
private  will  he  lifiened  to  with  pleafure,  and 
fucked  in  with  greedinefs ;  and  our  reproofs 
and  admonitions,  when  flowing  from  love,  will 
.be  received,  not  only  without  refentment,  but 
with  ftrong  defires  of  amendment :  fo  that  wfe 
may  fuccced  even  beyond  our  expectations  in 
promoting  the  eternal  as  well  as  temporal  in- 
tereft  of  the  people  of  whom  we  have  the 
charge.  But  let  us  remember  not  to  abufe 
their  confidence,  by  making  ufe  of  it  to  carry  on 
our  own  worldly  defigns,  or  to  feed  our  vanity 
with  their  applaufes  j  but  employ  it  only  for  the 
noble  and  divine  purpofes  of  rendering  them 
daily  wifer,  better,  and  happier. 

To  conclude  the  illuftration  of  this  fiiTr  rule, 
let  us  who  are  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel  of  Je- 
fus,  carefully  ftudy  that  blamelefi'nefs  of  life,  and 
that  peculiar  caft  and  turn  of  inward  character, 
wdthout  which  we  can  never  difcharge  the  du?- 
ties  of  our  important  flation,  with  pleafure  to 
ourfelves,  or  advantage  to  others.  And  in  or¬ 
der  to  this,  we  mufl:  learn  to  dread  and  cau- 
tioufly  avoid  that  rock  on  which  many  fplit  *, 
the  retting  fatisfied  with  an  imaginary  excel¬ 
lence  of  outward  character,  while  they  are  con- 
feious  they  potTefs  but  very  low  mcafures  of 
that  inward  excellence  which  alone  can  ren¬ 
der  them  beautiful  in  the  eye  of  God.  Is  it 
pot  almptl  ipcredible,  that  reafonable  beings 
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fhould  labour  fo  Induftrioiifly  and  unweariedly 
to  embclliili  and  expofe  to  view  an  imaginary 
felf,  whole  foie  exigence  is  in  the  idea  or 
breath  of  others,  while  they  hupidly  negle(5l  to 
improve  and  adorn  the  real  felf  within  their 
own  bofoms  ?  Yet,  hrange  as  it  is,  daily  ob- 
fervation  puts  it  beyond  all  tioubr,  that  great 
numbers  of  men  endeavour,  witli  the  greateft 
eaaernefs,  to  croud  all  noble  cndowunents  and 
great  virtues  into  their  outward  characfler, 
while  thcv  have  not  fo  much  as  made  one 
lincere  and  vigorous  effort  to  better  their  in¬ 
ward  man.  Is  not  this  condmSl-  jufi;  as  vain 
and  ridiculous,  as  if  a  man  fliould  be  at  the  ut- 
moft  pains  to  beautify  a  pi^Slurc,  and  to  make 
the  whole  'world  admire  and  applaud  it  as  his 
exa<n:  likenefs,  while  at  the  fame  time  it  had 
not  the  leaft  refemblance  of  him  ;  and  his  only 
fafety  from  the  utinofl  contempt,  lies  in  hiding 
himfelf,  and  never  allowing  any  one  to  com¬ 
pare  the  real  uglinefs  and  deformity  of  his  per- 
fon  with  the  comelinefs  and  beauty  of  his  pre¬ 
tended  image  ? 

I  remember  a  paflage  of  an  ancient  anthory 
in  which  this  folly  of  mankind  is  reprefented 
in  a  very  ftrong  light :  ‘  I  have  often  wbnder- 
‘  ed,’  fays  he,  ‘  how  It  fliould  come  to  pafs,  that: 
‘  when  every  man  loves  himfelf  more  than  o- 
‘  ihers,  yet  every  man  flrould  regard  the  opi« 
‘  nions  of  others  concerning  hijUj  more  than 
‘  his  own  :  Fqr  if  God,  or  an  angel  handing 
‘  by,  fhould  command  any  of  us,  to  think  no- 

O  Z  ‘thij^g 


1 6a  Ths-.Charactcr  and  Duty,  &:c.  Ser.  8-.. 

‘  tiling  by  himfelf,  but  what  he  fhoiild  prefent- 
•  ‘  ly  fpeak  cut,  no  man  would  be  able  to  en- 
‘  dure  it  for  fq  much  as  one  day.  Thus  v/e 
‘  fear  more  what  our  neighbour  will  think. 

of  us,  than  what  w.e  think  and  know  at 
‘  ouiTelves.’ 
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The  Subject  continued. 

t 

S 

iTiM.  iv.  i6. 

Take  heed  unto  thyfelf,  and  unto  thy  doFlrine  ;■ 
and  continue  in  them  :  for  in  doing  this,  thoic 
/halt  both  fave  thyfelf ^  and  them  that  hear 
thee. 

WE  proceed  now  to  the  fecond  rule  iu 
the  text,  Take  heed  to  thy  do^rine. 
What  is  necefl'ai'y  for  explaining  and  illuftra- 
tion  of  this  I’ule,  plainly  arifes  from  what  has- 
been  faid  on  the  former.  The  proper  im¬ 
provement  of  the  underftanding  already  men¬ 
tioned,  will  Ht  us  for  teaching  the  truths  of  re¬ 
ligion  ;  and  the  purity  of  the  heart  already  de- 
fcribed,  prepares  and  difpofes  us  to  inculcate  the 
morals  and  duties  of  ir. 

I.  As  to  the  truths  of  religion.  From  the. 
diligent  and  impartial  ftudy  of  the  holy  ferip- 
tures  and  natural  religion,  we  fhall  be  quali¬ 
fied  to  teach  all  thofe  truths  which  are  difeo- 
verable  only  by  revelation,  as  well  as  thole ' 
which  the  light  of  reafon  and  revelation  con- 
fpire  to  dilate.  It  cannot  be  called‘in  queftibnj 
but  that  by  this  ride,  Of  taking  heed  to  our  doc¬ 
trine  y  a  principal  thing  required  of  us  is  to  de-' 
dare  the  whole  fcherae  of  Chriflianity  fo  far  as- 
ii  is  revealed,  without  any  mixture  of  human- 
,  ■  O  3  invention,. 
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invention,  in  that  plainnefs  and  fimplicity  in 
which  it  is  delivered  in  the  holy  fcriptures. 
That  we  may  do  this  with  greater  faithfulnefs 
and  impartiality,  we  muft  not  reprtfent  Chrifti- 
anity  as  a  chain  of  abftradl;  fpeculations,  and 
metaphyfical  truths,  linked  together  in  a  cer¬ 
tain  order,  and  in  a  certain  form  of  words  of 
human  contrivance  ;  but  as  a  fet  of  important 
fails,  or  remarkable  fcenes  of  the  great  plan  of 
Providence,  ir>  wliich  mankind  are  deeply  in- 
terefted,  and  which  could  not  have  been  brought 
to  light  but  by  immediate  revelation.  When 
Chriftianity  is  reprefented  in  this  view,  it  will 
not  only  make  it  more  eafily  underftood,  but 
alfo  more  eafily  defended  againfl;  the  objeilions 
of  its  adverfaries. 

Thus,  that  mankind  are  at  prefent  in  a  fiate 
of  ignorance,  guilt,  and  corruption,  is  a  fail 
feen,  felt,  and  acknowledged.  That  Jefus 
Chrift  the  Saviour  is  the  only  begotten  Son  of 
Ood,  is  delivered  in  fcripture,  in  an  eafy  man¬ 
ner,  as  a  plain  fail :  1  John  iii.  16.  “  God  fo 
loved  the  world,  that  he  fent  his  only  begot- 
“  ten  Son,”  &c.;  Heb.  i.  5.  “  To  Avhich  of  the 
angels  faid  he  at  any  time,  Thou  art  my  Son, 
this  day  have  I  begotten  thee  ?”  It  is  further- 
revealed  to  us.  Col.  i.  15.  16.  that  “  he  is  the 
“  image  of  the  invifible  God,  the  firft- 
born  of  every  creature  :  for  by  him  were 
“  all  things  created  that  are  in  heaven,  and 
“  that  are  in  earth,  vifible  and  invifible  j” — that 
“  he  is  the  head  ofall  principalities  and  powers,” 
Coh  ii.  10.  5 — and  that  “  in  the  beginning  was 
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“  the  Word,  and  the  Woi‘d  was  with  God,  and 
“  the  Word  was  God,”  John  i.  i.  Who  can 
venture  to  deny  any  of  thefe  fa^ls,  and  to  aflert,, 
there  is  no  perfon  exifting  to  whom  all  thefe 
characters,  in  their  full,  proper,  and  higheft 
fenfe,  may  be  afcribed  ?  Who  can  pretend,  that 
his  piercing  eye  hath  fui'veyed  the  whole  uni- 
verfe,  and  can  declare  that  no  fuch  perfon  ex- 
ifts?  Who  has  prefumption  enough  to  affirm, 
that  he  has  feen  through  all  the  poffibilities  of 
things,  and  can  alTure  us,  that  it  is  impoffible 
any  fuch  perfon  can  exift  ? 

That  “  the  Word  was  made  flefli,”  is  men¬ 
tioned  in  fcripture  as  another  faCt.  His  incar¬ 
nation  is  no  doubt  a  myfterious  miraculous 
thing.  Is  not  the  incarnation  of  any  fpiritual 
being  an  inexplicable  thing  to  us,  and  quite  be¬ 
yond  the  reach  of  our  faculties  That  he 
taught  us  the  will  of  God  by  his  doClrine,  and 
fct  us  a  pattern  of  perfeCl  virtue  in  his  life,  is 
another  fimple  matter  of  faCl  eafily  compre¬ 
hended.  That  by  his  humiliation,  fufferings, 
and  death,  he  made  atonement  for  the  fins  of 
men  ;  that,  as  a  reward  of  his  extraordinary 
obedience  and  fufferings,  “  he  is  exalted  above 
“  every  name  that  he  now  exercifes  a  real, 
though  invifible,  dominion  over  the  world,  and 
that  he  will  come  to  judge  us  at  the  laft  day  in 
righteoufnefs,  are  all  delivered  in  fcripture,  in 
an  eafy  manner,  as  important  parts  of  the  great 
fcheme  of  univerfal  providence,  and  in  which 
our  higheft  interefts  are  involved. 

Now  it  muft  be  achcowkdged,  that  it  is  an 
;  indifpenfabis 
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indifpenfable  part  of  our  duty,  as  teachers  of  the 
religion  of  Jefus^  to  declare  thefe  and  all  the  o- 
ther  truths  dlfcovered  to  us  by  revelation.  We 
cannot  juftify  oi>rfelves  as  having  declared  the 
whole  counfel  of  God,  if  we  overlook  any  of 
them,  negleil:  to  teach  them,  or  treat  them  only 
in  a  tranlient  and  fuperficial  manner.  For  thefe 
do<hrines  of  Chriftianity  are  of  the  higheft  im¬ 
portance  to  mankind.  Is  it  not  of  importance, 
of  great  importance,  to  creatures,  in  a  hate  of  ig¬ 
norance,  corruption,  and  guilt,  to  have  it  made 
known  to  them,  by  an  undoubted  revelation^ 
that,  in  the  original  plan  of  the  divine  govern¬ 
ment,  there  is  a  remedy  pr^ovided  for  their  mif^ 
fortunes  ?  How  comfortable  and  rejoicing  is 
the  difcovery,  that  there  is  a  particular  difpen- 
fation  of  Providence  carrying  on  by  the  Son 
and  Spirit  of  God,  for  the  recovery  and  falva- 
tion  of  mankind,  who  are  in  a  hate  of  apoha- 
fy  and  ruin  !  Does  it  not  mightily  concern  us 
to  know  thofe  duties,  and  inward  affs  of  reli¬ 
gion,  which  are  due  to  Jefus  Chrift  the  Media¬ 
tor,  and  the  Holy  Ghofl  the  Guide  and  Sancti¬ 
fier  of  mankind  ?  Is  it  not  beyond  all  contra¬ 
diction  a  matter  of  unfpeakable  importance,  to 
have  it  confirmed  to  us  by  an  infallible  revela¬ 
tion,  that  this  whole  univerfe  is  one  vaft  and 
immortal  empire,  of  which  God  is  the  King 
and  Head  j  and  that  virtue  and  devotion  are  the 
great,  the  handing,  and  everlafting  laws  of  this 
great  kingdom,  to  which  all  rational  beings 
ought  to  pay  a  voluntary  fubjeCtion  ?  Can  it  be 
denied  to  be  of  the  higheft  confequence  to  us, 
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to  have  the  particular  branches  of  this  great 
law  of  virtue,  delivered  to  us  by  a  meflengcr 
from  heaven,  clothed  with  the  highefl  authori¬ 
ty  ;  and  not  to  be  left  to  gather  them  from  an¬ 
cient  traditions  of  an  uncertain  fource,  from 
long  deduffions  of  human  reafonings,  from  the 
admonitions  of  fome  olcfphilofophers,  or  from 
the  dictates  of  our  own  hearts,  where  there  are 
fuch  great  mixtures  of  impurity?  Is  it  not  a 
great  advantage,  to  have  all  thefe  great  rules  of 
life  exemplified  in  a  perfefV  pattern,  by  one  clo¬ 
thed  in  flefh,  and  “  who  was  in  all  points 

tempted  like  as  we  are,  and  yet  without  fin  ?’* 
Is  it  not  a  thing  of  univerfally  acknowledged 
importance,  to  have  it  afeertained  to  us  by  one 
who  came  frein  the  fpiritual  and  unfeen  world, 
that  the  righteous  fhall  live  there  in-  immortol 
happinefs  and  glory,  and  that  the  wicked  and 
difobedient  fhall  be  thru  ft  down  to  a  place  of 
everlafting  punifhment  ?  Is  It  not  of  import¬ 
ance  to  the  v/orld,  that  thefe  great  truths  of 
Chriftianity  fhould  be  imprinted  on  the  minds 
of  the  prefent  race  of  men,  and  tranfmitted. 
down  to  fucceeding  generations  ?  Is  there  a 
fucceflion  of  teachers  appointed  in  the  Ghrifti- 
an  church  for  this  very  purpofe  ?  let  us  then 
bethink  ourfelves,  how  we  fhall  anfwer  to  the 
world,  to  our  own  confciences,  and  to  God 
the  Judge  of  all,  if  we  fall  in  this  great  brancli 
of  our  duty. 

II.  As  to  the  duties  of  religion.  This  rule, 
Take  heed  to  thy  doFlrine^  rcquii’es  us  to  take 
heed  how  we  teach  the  duties  of  the  gofpeL 
'  That. 
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That  purity  and  elevation  of  heart  which  wa-s 
recommended  under  the  former  rule,  will  both 
qualify  and  difpofe  us  to  teach  and  inculcate 
the  whole  compafs  of  praclical  religion  and 
morality,  in  the  higheil:  pitch  of  perfection  a&- 
tainable  by  mankind.  It  is  of  great  confe- 
quence,  to  difplay  a  high  ftandard  of  morals 
before  the  eyes  of  mankind  ;  for  nothing  can 
be  more  dangerous,  than  to  lower  and  accom¬ 
modate  it  to  the  prevailing  tahes  or  opinions  of 
a  degenerate  age.  If  we  come  low,  men  will 
fatisfy  themfelves  with  fomething  hill  lower. 
Our  Saviour  has  fufficiently  directed  our  con¬ 
duct  in  this  matter,  both  by  his  doCtrine  and 
example  :  Matth.  v.  48.  “  Be  ye  perfeCt,  as 
“  your  heavenly  Father  is  pei’feCt.” — “  ThoU 
“  fhalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart, 
“  and  with  all  thy  fouL  and  with  all  thy  mind? 

— Thou  fhalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyfelf  j. 
“  Matth.  xxii.  37.  39.”  His  whole  divine  fer- 
mon  on  the  mount,  is  a  fummary  of  pure  re¬ 
ligion,  freed  from  alt  thofe  corrupt  gloffes  and 
abatements  which  had  been  introduced  to  fa¬ 
vour  by  the  corruptions  of  the  human  hearty, 
and  his  life  is  a  handing  and  vif  ble  pattern  of 
the  higheft  and  pureft  virtue.  Now,  though 
we  cannot  expeCl  that  mankind  wdll  ever  arrive, 
in  this  hate  of  imperfeCtion,  to  a  perfeCl  con¬ 
formity  to  the  divine  law,  yet  it  is  of  great  ufu 
to  fet  the  fublime  ftandard  full  in  their  view. 
For  we  can  never  unvail  to  mankind  in  a  clear 
manner,  their  hidden  hypocrify  and  corruption, 
check  the  growth  of  their  fecret  pride,  beget 
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m  them  humility  and  lowlinefs  of  mind,  and 
lead  them  to  value  juftly  that  joyful  do£li  ine  of 
Ghrihianity,  That  God  accepts  of  fincerity  in- 
ftead  of  perfection,  through  the  propitiation  of 
Jefus,  unlefs  we  give  them  a  full  view  of  the 
purity  and  perfection  of  the  divine  law,  and 
direct  them  to  compare  themfelves  impartially 
with  it,  and  thus  convince  them  how  far  they 
fall  below  it.  Befides,  we  can  never  explain 
the  great  doClrine  of  lincerity,  as  a  term  of  our 
acceptance  with  God,  in  fuch  a  way  as  that  it 
fliall  not  be  liable  to  many  dangerous  abufes, 
unlefs  we  reprefent  a  perpetual  aim  and  endea¬ 
vour  at  a  higher  degree  of  perfection,  as  the 
very  effence,  or  at  leaft  an  infeparable  proper¬ 
ty,  of  it.  Neither  can  we  carry  Chriliians  for¬ 
ward  in  a  conftant  progrefs  toward  perfection, 
unlefs  we  fliow  them  fome  pitch  of  it  which 
they  have  not  yet  attained,  to  tempt  their  fight 
and  animate  their  endeavours. 

But  we  niuft  not  leave  this  head  without  ob- 
ferving,  that  when  we  have  fet  before  our  hear¬ 
ers  the  purelt  and  higheft  ftandard  of  religion, 
it  is  our  duty  at  the  fame  time  to  admonifit 
them  not  to  ,  rely  too  far  on  it.  Men  may  have 
the  jufteft  and  fublimefi:  ideas  of  virtue  and  re¬ 
ligion,  and  yet  remain  under  the  power  of  their 
guilty  paflions.  Nay,  perhaps  it  is  eafier  to 
frame  the  higheft  ideas  of  what  is  our  duty  in 
every  circuraftance  of  life,  than  to  praClife  the 
loweft :  all  our  ideas  are  only  pictures  or  ima¬ 
ges  of  things  in  our  imagination  ;  and  what  ap¬ 
pears  fair  and  beautiful  to  men  in  the  theory, 

they 


tiSB  The  Charncfler  and  Duty  oF  Ser.  9. 

tliey  are  inclined  to  believe  muft  have  the  pof*- 
feflion  of  their  hearts,  and  a  mighty  influence 
on  their  lives.  But  in  this  they  are  often  fatal¬ 
ly  miflaken.  For  when  we  look  around  us  in 
the  world,  there  is  nothing  more  obfervable, 
dian  that  many  who  have  formed  the  purefl: 
and  worthieil  conceptions  of  the  divine  per¬ 
fections,  continue  in  a  great  meafure  void  of 
thofe  devout  affections  of  heart  which  are  due 
to  them.  In  like  manner,  many  of  thofe  who 
difplay  in  their  difeourfes  and  tvritings,  the 
jufteft  and  nobleft  vietvs  of  the  native  excel-, 
knee  of  virtue,  and  its  importance  to  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  mankind,  -make  very,  melancholy  dif- 
coveries  in  their  life,  that  k  has  fcarce  any 
power  over  their  hearts.  As  therefore  they  are 
apt  to  deceive  themfelvee,  fondly  imagining 
that  thefe  things  are  infeparably  connected  to¬ 
gether,  which  daily  obfervation  and  experience 
convinces  us  are  widely  dillant,  it  is  certainly 
the  bufinefs  ‘^f  thofe  who  are  appointed  their 
InftruCtors,  to  guaid  them  againft  fuch  dan¬ 
gerous  and  fatal  miflakes. 

Again,  the  goodnefs  of  heart  required  and 
expected  from  us  by  the  former  ride.,  muft  lead 
rrsto  remark,  with  great  concern,  the  manifold 
failures  of  mankind  in  the  great  duties  of  prac¬ 
tical  religion  ;  and  particularly  to  obferve  thofe 
failures  which  are  mo  ft  remarkable  and  undif- 
puted  in  the  age  or  place  of  the  world  in  which 
we  live.  Do  we  live  in  an  age,  when  devotion 
is  fallen  into  difrepute,  when  whole  fets  of  men 
difcov.er  many  marks  of  indifference,  and  con-, 
I  tempt 
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tempt  of  all  rcfious  appearances  of  true  reli¬ 
gion,  and  look  upon  pious  difpofitions  as  uil» 
necefiliry,  or  fuperlluous  ingredients  of  a  \vor- 
tlay  charadler  ?  In  fuch  a  lltuation  of  things, 
unaffecled  goodnefs  will  prompt  us  to  fuit  our 
inftructions  to  the  temper  of  the  age,  and  to 
dwell  upon  it  ftrcngly,  that  adoration,  efteem, 
love,  gratitude,  truft,  and  confidence,  are  as  real¬ 
ly  due  to  God,  as  good-will  and  acts  of  benefi¬ 
cence  are  due  to  men;  that  the  relations  be¬ 
twixt  God  and  his  creatures  are  at  leafl  as  I'eal 
and  immutable,  as  the  relations  betwixt  one 
creature  and  another  ;  that  the  purefl  and 
moft  durable  joys  of  human  life,  arife  from  the 
love  of  God,  and  an  unbounded  trufi;  and  con¬ 
fidence  in  his  providence ;  nay,  that  without 
the  love  of  Cod,  and  truft  in  his  goodnefs, 
there  is  a  thick  darknefs  Ipread  over  all  things, 
and  all  rational  fecurity  of  joy  is  quite  defiroy- 
ed  ;  that  truth,  integrity,  and  charity,  and  all 
the  focial  virtues,  mu  ft  want  their  great  fupport, 
when  there  is  no  hope,  lio  truft  in  an  Al¬ 
mighty  Being,  wdio  delights  in  thefe  vir¬ 
tues,  and  is  the  prefent  friend,  and  will  be 
the  eternal  rewardcr,  of  thofe  who  uniformly 
praftife  them ;  and  that  the  want  of  juft  and 
rational  piety  towards  God,  whatever  other 
virtues  we  may  boaft  of,  certainly  fhall  not  pafs 
nhpunifhed  under  his  righteous  adminiftration. 

'  Befides  w’hat  is  already  faid  concer  ning  the 
neceflity  and  advantages  of  true  devotion,  there 
remains  another  confideration  of  very  great  im¬ 
portance,  namely,  that  not  only  the  ftable  and 
VoL.  11.  P  uniform 
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uniform  practice  of  all  the  virtues,  but  alfo  the 
purity  and  perfedlion  of  them  in  the  eye  of 
God,  depend  in  a  great  meafure  on  a  ftrong 
ienfe  of  infinite  perfection,  and  what  is  due  to 
It.  For  the  illuftration  of  this  point,  let  us 
fuppofe  a  man,  whofe  character 'is  not  on¬ 
ly  beautified  with  all  the  private  virtues, 
truth,  fincerity,  juftice,  charity,  temperance, 
fortitude  ;  but  alfo  with  all  the  public  virtues, 
zeal  for  the  common  good  of  fociety,  unwearied 
labours  to  promote  it,  and  joy  in  the  efiablifh- 
ment  and  advancement  of  it :  if  fuch  a  perfon 
liiould  contemplate  his  virtues  with  a  felfifh 
kind  of  delight,  as  his  own  productions,  and 
the  fruits  of  his  own  labour  and  induftry,  in-r 
wardly  valuing  himfelf  upon  account  of  them, 
and  fecretly  triumphing  in  his  fuperiority  to 
others  ;  is  it  not  evident,  that  this  mixtvtre  of 
vanity  and  felf^applaufe  would  greatly  fully  the 
beauty  and  diminifh  the  worth  of  the  charac¬ 
ter,  in  the  judgemeni.  of  God,  and  every  good 
being  ?  Now,  is  there  any  fuch  efieCtual  me¬ 
thod  of  bearing  down  that  felf-admiration,  and 
felf-complacency,  which  is  fo  apt  to  arife  from 
the  view  of  any  little  excellencies  we  poflefs,  as 
comparing  them  with  the  infinite  perfections 
of  the  divine  nature,  (which  muft  make  them 
almoft  quite  difappear),  and  the  habitual  ac¬ 
knowledging  from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts, 
that  it  is  God  who  makes  us  differ  from  others, 
and  beftows  upon  us  all  thofe  virtues  and  ta¬ 
lents  of  which  we  are  fo  unjufily  proud,  and 
which  we  fo  vainly  and  fooliihly  afcribe  to  our- 
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felves  ?  Does  not  the  viewing  our  graces,  at¬ 
tainments,  and  accompliihments,  in  this  light, 
Ihow  us  the  reafonablenefs  and  equity  of  afcri- 
bing  to  God,  and  not  to  ourfelves,  all  the  praile 
and  glory  of  them  ?  We  ought  therefore  to  in¬ 
fill  upon  it,  as  an  important  and  efiential  prin¬ 
ciple  of  religion,  that  as  every  good  thing  comes 
from  God,  it  Ihould  be  referred  to  him,  and 
the  whole  honour  and  glory  of  it  fincerely  and 
perpetivally:  afcribed  to  him  :  and  that  without 
'this,  thert;  can  be. rro  pcrfefl  humility,  no  tho¬ 
rough  greatnefs  pf  ibuj,  no  liable,  pure,  difin- 
tcrelled  virtuej  no  <^haraAer  entirely  worthy 
and  acceptable  in  the  fight  of  him  whofe  judge¬ 
ment  is  always  according  to  truth.  That  this 
is  not  mere  fpeculation,  unfupported  by  expe¬ 
rience  and  obfervation,  might  be  made  evident, 
if  it  would  cot  protracl  the  dlfcourfe  too  much  : 
for  upon  a  careful  examination  of  the  liillory 
of  ancient  and  modern  ages,  it  would  appear, 
that  thofe  who  have  been  celebrated  for  a  pure, 
difintcrelled,  and  liable  integrity  and  public  fpi- 
rit,  were  alfo  remarkable  for  a  pious  venera¬ 
tion  of  tlif  Deity,  and  a  humble  acknowledge¬ 
ment  that  th^'r,  virtues,;  talents,  and  fuccelTes, 
were  entirely  owing  to  the  goodnefs  of  his  pro¬ 
vidence.  That  thefe  confiderations  may  have 
the  greater  weight,  we  mud  reprefent  to  our 
hearers,  in  the  llrongcll  manner,  that  they  are 
founded  on  the  authority  of  divine  revelation, 
and  on  this  grand  and  undeniable  truth,  that 
the  infinite  goodnefs  of  God  is  the  fource  of 
our  exillence  and  virtues,  and  of  all  that  is 
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great,,  lovelr,  or  good  in  any  part  of  this  vaS: 
viniverle  ;  “  From  the  Father  of  lights  cometh 
“  every  good  and  p^rfefl  gift,  and  therefoi'e, 
“  not  unto  us,  not  unto,  us,  but  to  him  be  the 

“  ■  .  ,  .  j 

Fuptlier,  It  may  be  of  fingular  ufe,  tp  reprcr 
font,  the  yaiioLis  acts  of  .reVvgj^>n>  hi  ikofe  aini- 
ablc  and  inviting  lights,  which  may  touch  the 
])ep£.  Tlius,.  how  pleafant  a  feene  muft  it  be, 
to  beliold  a  perfon  of  undoubted  worth  and 
virtue  witbrawn  from  tlie.noife  and  hurry  of 
worldly  alia irs,  all  alone,  filent,  and  folemn., 
lifting  up  his  eyes  to  heipeu,- and.  fixing  his 
thoughts  on  God  his  Maker,  devoutly  acknow,- 
ledging  him  with  the  vvarmeft  gratitude,  as  the 
author  of  his  being,  the  preferver  of  his  life, 
titc  fountain  of  his  ,prclbnt  enjoyments,  and 
the  grand  fouad.ition,  of  hiafuture  hopes ;  pray¬ 
ing  him  to  forgive  his  fins,  to  teach  him  his 
wdil,  and  to  guide  him  forward  ia  the  paths  of 
uprightnefs ;  and  refigning  himfelf  without  rer 
ferve  to  the  difpofal  of  his  providence,  and  fet* 
tling  his  mind  in  perfect  peace  by  trufting  firra- 
ly  In  him  ?  Again,.  let  us  fuppofe  a  family  li¬ 
ving  in  peace,  harmony,  and  the  uniform  prac¬ 
tice  of  all  virtue;  regularly  uniting  them  hearts 
and  voices  in  hymns  of  praife  to  God  with  eve¬ 
ry  morning’s  light,  and-  when  the  fliadows  of 
the  evening  are  firetched  out,  recalling  their 
thoughts  from  the  world,  by  a  fong  of  praife  to 
“  Him,  who  makes  the  out-goings  of  the  even.-’ 
“  iugs  and.  the  mornings  to  rejoice  ;  and  then 

laying  themfeives  dpwii  to  fleepin  peace,  be;- 
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“  caufe  their  God  fuftains  them  let  us  like- 
wife  fuppofe  larger  and  more  numerous  focie- 
ties  meeting  together  in  religious  aflemblles,  to 
pay  their  joint  homage  and  adoration  to  the 
great  Parent  of  all,  to  celebrate  his  univerfal 
and  never-failing  goodnefs  in  joyful  fongs  qf 
praife^  and  to  ofier  up  their  united  apd  fervent 
prayers,  that  he  may  perpetually  dlfpofe  them 
to  walk  uprightly,  that  he.  may  “  be  to  them  a 
“  fun  and  fhield,”  may  “  give  them  grace  and 

glory,  and  with- hold  no  good  thing  from 
“  them 

Is  there  any  thing  unlovely  or  forbidding,  a- 
ny  thing  unworthy  of  human  nature.  In  fuch 
exercifes  of  devotion  ?  Should  we  have  reafon. 
to  be  afhamed,  if  we  were  found  employed  in 
them  ?  Let  us  fuppofe  we  knew  a  country  in 
which  private  and  public  adfs  of  pure  religion 
were  in  reputation,  and  regularly  performed 
with  folemnity,  hneerity,  and  unaffedfed  ardor 
fhould  we  not  love  that  country,  and  almoit 
with  we  were  fo  happy  as  to  live  in  fuch  a  joy¬ 
ful  and  devout  fociety  ? 

Let  us  further  fuppole,  that  thefe  devout 
worlhippers  difeovered  ail  the  genuine  marks 
and  fymptoms  of  inward  devotion  in  their* 
countenances  and  outward  deportment  j,  could* 
we  juftly  exprefs  a  contempt  of  them,  by  call- 
ing  them  folemn  grimaces,  and  hypocritical 
airs  ?  Has  not  true  devotion. its  juft  and  natu¬ 
ral  features  and  ligns  Jn^ihc  human  counte¬ 
nance,  as  well  as  the  focial  and  friendly  affec- 
tions  ?  However  fome  people,  w.ho  precend4tG 
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trnderflahding  and  tafte,  may  ridicule  all  the 
Tippearanccs  and  marks  of  devotion  on  the  out¬ 
ward  man  5  yet  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  even 
by  thofe  who  confider  tilings  in  no  higher  view 
than  that  of  tafte,  that  to  be  able  to  obferve  the 
native  and  juft  features  of  real  devotion,  and  to 
teprefent  them  in  poetry,  ftatuary,  or  painting, 
has  always  been  efteemed  one  of  the  no.bleft 
efforts  of  a  great  and  worthy  genius.  Thefe 
things  are  fufiicient  evidences,  that  it  is  the 
voice  of  mankind,  that  devout  affeclions  are  no 
wife  diflionourable  to  human  nature. 

Further,  if  we  feel  the  full  power  of  pious 
difpofitions  in  our  own  breads,  we  (hall  be 
hence  naturally  led  to  make  pathetical  reprc- 
fentations  of  them  to  others.  Have  we  many 
inward  and  filent  workings  of  heart  towards 
God  ?  are  we  really  ftruck,  with  the  contempla¬ 
tion  of  the  divine  perfections  difplayed  in  his 
,  works,  and  in  the  revelations  of  his  will  ?  arc 
our  hearts  really  penetrated  with  a  fenfe  of  his 
grace  and  goodneft  ?  are  our  fouls  warmed 
with  gratitude,  love,  and  praife  ?  do  we  feel  an 
entire  reft  of  mind  on  his  providence  and  pro- 
mifes,  fuch  a  perfeci:  reft  of  mind  as  banilhes 
every  difturbing  thought,  i^very  anxious  care, 
and  produces  a  fettled  tranquillity  within  our 
bofoms  ?  can  we  triumph  in  the  full  fecurity 
we  have  for  all  our  valuable  interefts  under  his 
perfectly  wife  and  righteous  adminiftration  ?  is 
the  “  belief,  that  God  is,  and  that  he  is  the  re- 
‘‘  warder  of  all  thole  that  diligently  leek  him  i”is 
this  belief  like  an  immoYeable  rock,  on  which  we 
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ftand  fife  and  happy  amidft  all  the  waves  and 
billows  that  can  roar  about  us  ?  are  we  con- 
'  tinually  gladdened  with  the  glorious  hope,  that 
in  fome  futufe  period  of  our  exiftence  we  fhall 
'know  oUr  God  ihore  fully,  love  hirnmore  ar¬ 
dently,  and  rejoice  in  him  in  i  niore  fure  and  tri¬ 
umphant  manner  ^  Is  this  the  inward  ftate  of 
our  minds ;  then  we  fhall  find  ourfelvcs  difpo* 
fed  to  embrace  all  occafions  of  reprefenting 
thefe  delightful  feelings  in  their  full  ftrength 
and  force,  and  with  that  warmth  and  emotion 
that  may  cdnvin«  dthefs,  they  are  the  genuine 
fentiments  of  om*  hfears  :  we' fhall  not  be  afraid 
orafhamed  to  own  them,  but  unfold  them  with 
freedom  and  boldnefs ;  defcribe  them  with  a 
noble  and  manly  afiurance ;  and  thus  do  our 
utmoft  to  fpread  a  fenfe  of  religion  in  an  un¬ 
thinking  and  irregalar  age.  Whatever  ridicule 
or  contempt  we  may  meet  with,  whatever 
names  of  fuperftitrous  or  vrfionary  enthufiafts 
may  be  beftowed  upon  us,  let  us  ftand  by  it,  and 
maintain  to  the  laft,  that  the  joys  of  religion 
are  the  Tun,  the  light,  and  the  life  of  our  fouls, 
■  in  all  ftates,  and;  amidft  all  the  viciflitudes  of 
human  affkirS  :  nay,  Ibt  us  infift  upon  it  fre¬ 
quently  and  at  full  length,  that  the  man  who 
can  fupport  life  without  the  rejoicing  perfua- 
fion  that  there  is  an  Almighty  Being  at  the 
head  of  all  things,  who  is  engaged  on  the  fide 
of  virtuous  and  holy  perfons,  who  befriends 
them  while  here,  and  will  render  them  and 
their  virtues  immortal,  illuftrious,  and  trium¬ 
phant  hereafter^  muft  either  be  quite  infenfiblc 
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of  the  excellency  of  virtue,  unconcerned  about 
the  eternal  profperity  of  thofe  who  love  it  and 
delight  in  it,  or  he  muft  be  ib  entirely  ixniner- 
fed  in  pleafures,  amuferaents,  or  worldly  pur- 
fuits,  as  never  to  have  made  one  calm  and  fe- 
rious  I'efle^tion.  •Thus  let  us  reckon  it  our  du¬ 
ty  and  honour,  to  be  advocates  for  devotion  in 
an  age  when  it  is  treated  with  fo  much  indiffe¬ 
rence  and  contempt,  ufing  all  that  vai'iety  a£ 
arguments  in  4ts  behalf  that  reafon,  revelation, 
or  experience  can  fuggeft.  And  if  devotion 
muft  leave  our  land,  let  us  have  the  mournful 
honour  of  fhew.ing  amongft  us  its  laft  and  part¬ 
ing  fteps,  fo  that  poflerity  may  be  convinced  it 
was  not  through  the  fault  of  thofe  who  were 
.appointed  the  guardians  and  prefervers  of  it. . 

Again,  do  we  live  in  an  age,  when  other  fetsl 
of  men  think  meanly,  and  fpeak  contemptibly, 
.of  truth,  jufticc,  charity,  temperance,,  humility, 
and  the  reft  of  the  great  virtues  of  theChriftian 
life  ?  we  piuft  perpetually  inculcate  upon  thefe, 
that  no  foundnefs  in  the  faith,  no  folemnity  of 
worfhip,  no  external  obfervances,  no  flafhes  of 
devotion,  no  pi’etended  inward  manifcftaiions, 
no  zeal  how  warm  foever  for  public  matters, 
can  ever  compenfate  for  the  want  of  thefe  elfen- 
tial  ingredients  of  die  fpiritual  life,.  And  let  us 
add,  that  on  the  praflice  of  thefe  virtues,,  the 
happinefs  of  fociety,  and  of  individuals,  in  a 
great  meafure  depends.  And  to  crown  all,  let 
us  dwell  upon  it  .ftrongly,  that  righteoufnefs, 
truth,  and  goodnefs,  are  the  chiefglory  of  God 
.himfelf,.  and  what  renders  him  the  worthy  oh- 
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of  the  love  and  worlhip  of  his  rcafonabk 
offspring;  and  therefore  thefe  virtues  mufi;  be 
the  br  ightell:  ornament  of  his  rational  creatures,. 

Your  time  will  not  allow  me  to-enter  upon  ma¬ 
ny  other  things  very  worthy  of  our  conlidcra- 
tion,  which  belong  to  this  rule,  of  taking  heed 
to  our  doctrine ;  neither  will  it  permit  me  to 
enter  upon  the  explication  of  the  third  rule.. 
Continue  in  them.  Before  I  proceed  to  the  mo¬ 
tives  with  which  thefe  rules  are  enforced,  I 
muff  beg  to  be  allowed  a  few  words  concerning 
the  manner  of  our  teaching.  Here  it  muft  be 
our  principal  care,  to  ufe  plainnefs  and  CmplL- 
ciiy,  earneftnefs  and  fincerity.  We  muft  have 
no  other  view  but  to  inftruft:  and  perfuade 
thofe  who  liften  to  its,  laying  afide  all  aftefta.- 
tion,  all  aims  of  gaining  applaufe,  or  advancing 
any  woridy  intereftr  If  we  are'a^uated  by  any 
of  thefe  lov^  motives,  '  they  . will  fpoil  the  whole 
power,  and  prevent  ail  the  influence  with  vvhich 
our  difeourfes  might  otherwife  be  accompanied. 
If  we  w'ould  preach  with  any  juft  hope  of  fuc- 
cefs,  we  muft  treat  divine  '  fubjefts  with  fuch 
lincerity  and  earneftnefsy.as  to  forget  ourfelves.; 
and  convince  our  hcarersf  ’  that  we  have  no  a- 
ther  view  in  fpeaking,  but  to  ftamp  thofe  virtu¬ 
ous  and  pious  imprefilons  on  their  hearts  which 
we  feel  in  our  own.  We  muft  make  it  our 
perpetual  care,  to  confine  and  fix  the  attention 
of .  the  hearer  to  the  fubje<ft,  and  not  to  the 
fpcaker,  by  never  fuffering  one  turn  of  thought 
or  expriffion  to  eftape  from  us,  that  has  no  o- 
ther  vjevv  than  to  pleafe  and  fbine.  ’  We- muff 
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avoid  with  a  particiilar  care  all  alleviation  of 
fine  language,  and  a  glittering  kind  of  elo* 
quence,  which  w'hatever  ufelefs  admiration  it 
may  raife  in  weak  judge;s,  muft  produce  grea^ 
contempt  in  more  judicious  ones-  For  thofe 
who  have  a  juft  tafte,  and  true:  difcernmenti 
know,  that  a  gaudy  and  florid  ftyle,  how  foft 
and  agreeable  foever,  can  never  either  touch 
the  heart,  or  communicate  diftinVl  and  ftrong 
views  of  divine  truths.  If  ,yye,  would  attain  to 
true  eloquence,  we  muft  -che^ilh  an  inward  fenfe 
of  the  importance  and  excellency  of  facrcd 
truths,  and  cultivate  a  ftrong  feeling  of  all  the 
virtues.  For  when  our  own  hearts  have  once 
felt  the  warmth  of  divine  things,  it  will  be  eafy 
'for  us  to  transfufe  it  Into  the  breafts  of  others. 
The  inward  feelings  of  a  good  heart  have  a  na» 
tural eloquence  accompanying  them,  which  can 
never  be  equalled  by  laboured  and  ftudied  or¬ 
nament.  The  heart  really  and  juftly  moved, 
never  fails  to  diVlate  a  language  plain  and  eafy, 
full  of  natural  and  continued  vigour,  which 
has  nothing  in  it  foft,  nothing  lan^uifhing ;  all 
is  nervous  and  ftrong,  ,,and  doc?  not  fo  much 
pleafe  the  ear,  as'lijl-and  raviflt  the  foul.  Fur¬ 
ther,  let  it  be  taken  notice  of  as  a  thing  of  the 
“utmoft  importance,  that  fincerity  alone,  and  a 
real  defire  to  inftruVl.and  perfuade,  will  banifh 
all  affeVlation,  either  of  fentiment  or  language. 
This  is  evident  from  the  conduVl  of  mankind 
in  all  circumftances  where, they  are  in  earned  r 
For  inftance,  a  wife,  virtuous,  and  pious  pai'cnr, 
when  he  has  a  near  profpeVl  of  entering  into  an 
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iuvifible  world,  and  only  fo  much  ftrength  re¬ 
maining  as  to  enable  him  to  give  his  laft  and 
dying  infl:ru£tions  to  his  beloved  children  who 
ftand  weeping  around  him,  will  he  ftudy  to  ex- 
prefs  himfelf  with  artificial  eloquence,  and  in- 
duftrioufly  fearch  for  glittering  ornament  ? 
Surely  he  will  not.  Or  if  he  fliould,  how  ab- 
furd,  nay,  how  Ihocking  and  monftrous  would 
his  condufl  appear  to  every  impartial  fpefta- 
tor  !  The  application  is  eafy,  and  there  is  no 
occafion  for  infifting  on  it.  Allow  me  to  con¬ 
clude  this  part  of  the  difcourfe  with  obferving, 
what  has  been  hinted  at  above,  that  this  divine 
eloquence  cannot  be  acquired  by  human  learn¬ 
ing,  and  Ikill  in  the  choice  and  arrangement  of 
words,  but  by  a  powerful  feeling  of  what  is 
great  and  good,  produced  in  us  by  the  Holy 
Spirit  of  God. 

I  COME  now  to  the  fecond  general  head  pro- 
pofed,  to  confider  the  motives  enforcing  the 
exhortation.  And  there  are  two  of  them : 
I .  In  doing  this^  thou  /halt  fave  thy  own  foul.  It 
is  proper  to  obferve,  that  we  are  under  two 
different  forts  of  obligation  :  the  one  is,  to  per¬ 
form  all  thofe^dutles  which  belong  to  our  prh 
vate  ftation,  as  we  are  men  and  Chriftians ;  the 
other  is^  t'o  perform  fuch  duties  as  belong  to 
that  public  ffation  wherein  Providence  has 
placed  us.  Both  of  thefe  are  equally  neceffary 
to  complete  a  truly  good  and  worthy  charafler. 
Thus,  though  a  judge  fliould  be  quite  blame- 
lefs  in  the  whole  tenor  of  his  private  behaviour, 

yet, 
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yet,  if  he  neglect,  through  carelefTnefs  and  in¬ 
dolence,  to  enabrace  many  opportunities  ofdif- 
penfing  juftiee,  and  of  promoting  the  welfare 
of  fociety  by  his  influence  and  authority,  he 
’rt'OT.dd  be  highly  blameable,  perhaps  as  highly 
blameable,  as  if  he  had  failed  to  do  juftiee  in 
private  life  ;  and  could  not  reafonably  expect  to 
efcape  that  punifhment  from  the  great  Judge  of 
ail,  which  fuch  a  criminal  omiflion  deferves. 
In  like  manner,  though  a  minifler  behaves 
hunfelf  with  unfpotted  virtue  and  innocence  in' 
private  life,  yet  if  he  has  no  zeal  for  anfwcring 
the  end  of  his  office  *,  if  he  fpends  that  time  in 
indolence  and  idlenefs,  or  even  in  acquiring 
real  knowledge,  which  ought  to  have  been 
employed  in  doing  good  offices  among  his 
people,  or  in  preparing  himfelf  to  inflriuStthem 
in  a  more  convincing  manner  ;  he  cannot  ex-- 
pe£l  that  he  ffiall  be  acquitted  at  the  laflr,  either 
by  his  own  confcience,  or  God,  who  is  greater 
than  confcience. 

It  deferves  to  be  remembered  as  a  matter  of 
great  importance,  and  as  a  very'  awful  confide- 
ration,  that  negligence  or  carleflhefs  about  the 
duties  of  our  public  flation,  may  have  more 
dreadful  confcquences  under  the  government 
of  a  righteous  judge  than  we  are  ordinarily  a- 
ware  of.  The  criminal  omiffion  or  carelefs 
performance  of  the  duties  belonging  to  a  public 
character  and  ftation,  may  be  as  hurtful  to  the 
great  interefls  of  mankind  in  this  or  another 
life,  as  pofitive  acts  of  vice  and  unrighteoufnefst 
fo  that  none  of  us  ean  be  aflured,  but  they  may 
I  be 
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be  followed  by  as  fevere  chaftifements  in  this 
world,  or  as  di'eadful  punilltnients  in  another. 

If  we  allow  the  impreflions  of  God  and  religion 
to  wear  out  of  our  peoples  minds,  by  our  care- 
lefs  or  indifferent  manner  of  inllrudling  theiUj 
feveral  generations  may  pafs  away  before  they 
can  be  renewed.  If  we  fow  the  feeds  of  folly 
and  fuperftition  among  them,  through  a  blind 
miftaken  zeal,  it  may  take  the  labours  of  wife 
and  good  men  for  feveral  ages  to  root  them 
out.  May  not  that  long  train  of  mifchiefs 
which  take  their  rife  from  our  negligence,  or 
mifguided  zeal,  be  juftly  charged  upon  us  ?  If 
we  either  negleft  to  inftrufl  our  people,  or  mif- 
lead  them,  can  we  be  free  from  the  blood  of 
the  prefent  or  fucceeding  generations  ? 

When,  therefore,  we  afcend  our  pulpits,  be¬ 
hold  a  Udening  congregation  around  us,  let  us 
alk  ourfelvcs  ferioufly,  as  in  the  light  of  God, 
whether  the  doctrines  we  are  intending  to  de¬ 
liver  have  a  real  tendency  to  make  them  wifer 
and  better,  to  enlighten  their  minds,  purify 
their  hearts,  or  reform  their  lives  ?  And  if  w'^e 
are  confeious  that  their  tendency  is  good,  let 
us  again  alk  ourfelves,  whether  w^e  are  about 
to  utter  fuch  powerful  and  ftriking  fentiments, 
as  the  fubjetf  will  admit  of,  and  as  a  more  care¬ 
ful  preparation  might  have  fuggefled  to  us  ? 
Have  we  fuch  an  affefting  and  commanding 
fenfe  of  divine  things  on  our  minds,  as  wiil  a- 
waken  and  engage  the  attention  of  the  hearers, 
efface  the  worldly  impreffions  that  have  been 
made  on  their  minds  through  the  week,  enter 
VoL.II.  into 
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into  their  afFeflions,  and  infpire  them  -with  a 
contempt  of  earthly  enjoyments,  and  kindle  in 
them  the  love,  eftecin,  and  admiration  of  the 
things  which  are  heavenly  and  divine  ?  And 
as  to  the  general  condiuSl  of  our  lives,  let  us 
ferioufly  aik  curfelves,  Have  we  done  all  we 
ought  to  have  done,  might  have  done,  to  alle¬ 
viate,  or  in  fome  cafes  to  annihilate,  and  in  ma¬ 
ny  cafes  entirely  prevent,  many  of  the  miferies 
bur  people,  by  tender  offices  of  compaffion,  be¬ 
nevolence  and  humanity  ?  or  have  we  done  all 
that  might  have  been  done  by  perfons  in  our 
circumftances,  and  with  our  abilities,  (whatever 
they  are),  to  propogate  a  true  fenfe  of  virtue 
and  religion  among  mankind  ?  or  have  we 
done  as  much,  as  has  been  done  this  way  by 
thofe  who  were  in  as  unfavourable  circum¬ 
ftances,  and  had  not  fuperior  abilities  ?  Can  we 
pretend  to  faithfulnefs  in  our  office,  if  we  do 
not  honeftly  endeavour  to  do  our  utmoft  to 
promote  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of  man¬ 
kind  ?  or  can  we  reafonably  expert  the  falva- 
tion  of  our  fouls,  if  we  are  not  faithful  to  the 
utmoft  ? 

2. The  fecond  motive  is,  T/jat  'we  Jhall fave  the 
fouls  of  them  that  hear  vs.  The  former  motive 
urges  us  to  take  heed  to  ourfelvcs  and  our 
dodlrine  for  our  own  fakes  :  the  latter  is  of  a 
more  generous  and  difinterefted  kind,  recom¬ 
mending  it  to  us  to  take  care  of  ourfelves  and 
dodlrine  for  the  fake  of  others.  If  we  feel  the 
force  of  this  double  obligation,  we  fliall  watch 
over  ourfelves  with  double  care  and  diligence. 

As 
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As  no  thouglu  can  be  more  terrifying,  than 
that  the  fouls  of  mankind  Ihould  perilh, 
through  the  example  of  our  unholy  lives,  or 
through  our  carelefs  cr  corrupt  dodlrine  ;  fo, 
on  the .  other  hand,  no  confsderation  can  be 
more  rejoicing  and  triumphant,  than  that  they 
Ihould  be  faved  by  means  of  that  worthy  ex¬ 
ample  we  fet  before  them,  and  thofe  pure  and 
heavenly  ieiibns  of  virtue  and  piety  we  honeflly 
impart  to  them.  Since  the  foul  of  man  is  the 
moft  excellent  piece  of  the  divine  workman- 
fliip  in  this  lower  world,  lince  it  furpalTes  far 
in  dignity  and  excellence  the  whole  fabric  of 
the  vilible  creation,  it  mult  undoubtedly  be  a 
moft  glorious  employment  to  promote  its 
worth,  its  welfare,  and  eternal  profperity.  It 
is  impoffible  to  conceive  a  more  divine  employ¬ 
ment,  than  to  maintain  a  command  and  power 
over  the  minds  of  men  by  the  force  of  truth  and 
virtue:  for -this  is  in  fome  degree  to  refemble 
God  himfelf,  the  author  and  infpirer  of  every 
good  and  perfe<fl  gift.  To  be  inilrumental  in 
making  reafon  and  virtue  to  prevail  in  the 
hearts  and  lives  of  mankind,  is  an  office  no  lefs 
honourable  than  that  of  being  a  fellow- worker 
with  God  in  his  grand, defign  of  ellablilhing 
the  happinefs  of  his  creation.  Belides  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  the  work  itfelf,  let  us  lift  up  our 
thouglits  to  the  everlafting  honour  and  reward 
that  attends  it  in  the  other  world:  “  For  they 
“  that  be  tvife,  fliall  fhine  as  the  brightnefs  of 
.  “  the  firmament  ;  and  they  that  turn  many  to 
“  righteoufaefs,  as  the  ftars  for  ever  and  ever.” 

0^2  To 
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To  conclude,  let  us  endeavour,  in  a  humble 
,  dependence  on  the  Holy  Spli'it  of  God,  who 
^favours  and  feconds  every  worthy  dehgn,  to 
take  fuch  care  of  oiirfelves,  and  of  our  do^rine, 
-as  that  we  may  have  “  many  to  be  our  crown  of 
“  rejoicing  at  the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jefus 

Chrift  and  may  at  laft  hear  that  joyful  fen- 
tence  palled  upon  us,  “  Well  done,  good  and 
“  faithful  fervants,  enter  ye  into  the  joy  of 
“  your  Lord.” 

I  am  very  fenfible,  that  I  ought  to  have  ac¬ 
knowledged  before  this,  my  own  unfitnefs  to 
fpeak  fo  much  from  this  place,  and  with  the 
ail  of  an  inhruflor,  before  fo  difcerning  an  au¬ 
dience,  before  fo  many  Reverend  Fathers  and 
Brethren,  under  whom  it  would  have  become 
me  better  to  fit  as  a  humble  hearer.  The  talk 
was  neither  my  choice,  nor  delire,  but  impofed 
upon  me.  1  have  endeavoured,  according 
to  my  fmall  ability,  to  reprefent  a  few,  things 
concerning  the  temper  and  duty  of  a  mlnifter 
of  the  gofpel,  which  appeared  to  me  of  great 
importance,  and  which  1  find  great  need  to  in- 
ctdcate  frequently  on  my  own  mind :  1  lhall 
rejoice,  greatly  rejoice,  if  I  be  found  to  be  the 
only  one  who  has  any  occafion  to  be  reminded 
of  them. 

Having  exhorted  my  Reverend  Fathers  and 
Brethren  to  take  heed  how  they  teach,  allow 
me  now  to  call  on  you  the  people  to  take  heed 
how  ye  hear.  We  may  juftly  invite  you  to  liften 
to  our  inftruifions  with  an  unprejudiced  mind, 

and 
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‘and  a  fincei-e  intention  to  know  the  will  of 
God  that  ye  may  do  it.  To  this  end  hearken 
to  us  with  humblenefs  of  mind,  with  a  deep 

‘  fenfe  of  your  want  of  divine  knowledge,  or  at 
lead:  of  your  great  need  to  have  the  impi’eflions 
of  divine  things  renewed  and  more  deeply  en¬ 
graven  on  your  hearts ;  hearken  to  us  alfo 
with  a  ftrong  fenfe  of  your  manifold  hidden 
corruptions  of  heart,  or  at  lead  of  your  want 
of  that  pitch  of  purity  and  fjpiritual-minded- 
nefs  which  becomes  the  followers  of  Jefus 
Chrid.  In  this  favourable  date  of  mind,  lay 
open  your  fouls  to  the  light  of  divine  truth, 
and  to  the  lively  imprellion  of  heavenly  and  c- 

-  ternahobjedts  :  ferioufly  conlider  what  ye  hear, 
and  honedly  apply  it.  The  main  hindrance  to 
your  receiving  real  advantage  from  facred  in- 
druftions,  is  the  want  of  that  fimplicicy  and 
honedy  of  heart,  which  would  lead  you  to  con- 
fider  every  rule  of  life,  every  admonition,  eve¬ 
ry  enforcement  of  duty,  as  fomething  that  con¬ 
cerns  yourlelves  in  particular,  and  may  be  of 
ufe  to  mend  your  hearts,  or  better  your  lives. 
There  is  nothing  more  obfervable  among  man¬ 
kind,  than  a  certain  carelefs  humour  of  look¬ 
ing  upon  religious  indrudlions,  as  not  belong¬ 
ing  to  themfelves,  but  only  to  the  red  of  the 

‘  world.  Perhaps,  indeed,  they  will  not  entirely 
difregard  them  :  poffibly  they  may  liden  to 

-  them  with  pleafure,  trealurc  them  up  in  their 

-  memories^  Ipeak  of  them,  afterwards  with  fome¬ 
thing  of  warmth  and  emotion,  admire  the  jud- 
nefs  of  them,  applaud  the  preacher,  and  ex- 

0^3  prels 
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prefs  great  furprife  and  wonder,  that  the  reft 
of  mankind  do  not  apply  them  to  correal  the 
diforders  of  their  hearts,  and  irregularities  of 
their  lives.  But  they  never  allow  themfelves 
to  reflect,  that  thofe  very  inftruftions  which 
they  apply  to  others,  might  be  highly  ufeful  to 
themfelves.  Confider,  that  it  is  not  enough 
that  you  approve  of  the  difcourfe,  and  applaud 
the  fpeaker :  applaufe  will  not  fatisfy  a  finccre 
inftruftor  j  he  requires  more  fubftantial  praife, 
your  reformation  and  amendment.  What  a 
mortifying  difappointment  is  it  to  a  faithful 
teacher,  to  meet  with  nothing  but  empty  praife 
from  his  hearers,  when  he  intended,  wiflied, 
and  expelled  to  have  infpired  them  with  wor¬ 
thy  refolutions,  or  engaged  them  in  generous 
undertakings  1  To  conclude  :  Remember  that 
it  will  more  effedlually  animate  your  minifters 
in  their  public  miniftrations,  to  be  aflured,  that 
.  there  is  one  perfon  in  their  feveral  congre¬ 
gations  liftening  to  them  with  an  earneft  de¬ 
fire  to  learn  his  duty,  that  he  may  pradfife  it, 
than  to  know  that  all  the  reft  are  applauding 
them  ;  and  that  it  will  rejoice  their  hearts  more, 
to  find  that  they  have  been,  fo  happy  as  to  con¬ 
vey  one  important  inftru^lion,  or  rivet  one 
.  worthy  imprefiion,  than  to  be  furrounded  with 
the  praifes  of  the  moft  numerous  and  difcern- 
ing  audience. 

May  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel  of  Jefus  be 
taught  to  teach,  and  you  to  hear,  in  fuch-  a 
manner,  that  we-  may  be  mutual  comforts  to 

p&e 
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one  another  in  this  prcfent  world,  and  at  laft 
meet  together  In  the  divine  alTembly  above,  to 
live  in  immortal  friendfhip  with  one  another, 
and  in  eternal  communion  with  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Spirit.  Amen. 


The  Lord  feeth  not  as  Man  feeth. 


By  William  Lothian,  V.  D.  M. 


I  Samuel  xvi.  7. 


The  Lord  feeth  not  as  Man  feeth :  for  Man  look- 
eth  on  the  outward  appearance^  but  the  Lord 
looketh  on  the  heart. 

N  important  event  in  the  hiftory  of  the 


Jews  gave  occafion  to  thefe  words.  That 
people  were  taken  under  the  particular  care 
and  protedlion  of  God.  He  delivered  to  them 
a  law,  preferibed  their  form  of  government, 
.  and  appointed  their  kings.  Under  fuch  a  con- 
ftitution,  every  tranfgreffion  committed  by  their 
rulers  was  immediately  punilhed  ;  and  forfei¬ 
ture  of  the  office,  commonly  followed  any  ail 
of  difobedience  to  the  divine  command.  This 
was  the  cafe  with  Saul,  whom  God  himfelf  had 
chofen  to  be  king  over  Ifrael.  Having  “  re- 
“  jeiled  the  word  of  the  Lord,”  the  Prophet 
Samuel  was  inftruiled  to  tell  him,  that  he  was 
“  rejected  from  being  king  and  received  a 
commiffion  to  inveft  another  with  this  high 
dignity.  He  was  direiled  to  the  houfe  of 
Jeffe,  who  caufed  feven  of  his  fons  to  pafs  be¬ 
fore  him :  none  of  whom  the  prophet  was  allow¬ 
ed  to  anoint  with  oil,  and  by  this  accullomed 


ceremony. 
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ceremony,  to  point  out  the  perfon  :de%ned  by 
God  to  be  the  chief  ruler  of  his  people.  Da¬ 
vid,  the  youngeft,  who  happened  at  this  time 
to  be  abfent,  was  intended  to  be  raifed  to  this 
honour  ;  but  being  fent  for,  the  Lord  intima¬ 
ted  his  choice  of  him  ;  and  he  was  accordingly 
anointed  by  Samuel.  In  the  review  of  Jefi’e's 
Tons,  the  prophet  was  ftruck  with  the  appeai*- 
ance  of  Eliab,  the  eldeft.  His  countenance  and 
ftature,  he  thought,  marked  him  out  forking. 
Suppoling  that  beauty  and  ftatclihefs  would 
well  fuit  fo  elevated  a  ftation  j  the  moment  he 
“  looked  on  Eliab,”  he  concluded,  this  was 
furely  the  Lord’s  anointed.” 

The  inclination  which  Samuel  difeovered  to 
prefer  Eliab,  produces  a  declaration  from  God 
himfelf,  containing  ati’uth  of  great  importance, 
— which  I  Ihall  endeavour  to  illuft rate.  I  Ihall 
afterwards  deduce  from  it  fome  practical  re- 
fledfions  :  The  Lord  feeth  not  as  Man  feeth  :  for 
Man  hoketh  on  the  outward  appearance^  but  the 
Lord  looketh  on  the  heart. 

y 

We  are  very  apt  to  entertain  a  high  opinion 
of  our  knowledge  and  penetration.  We  fancy 
that  we  can  difeover,  with  certainty,  the  real 
"value  of  the  objedls  around  us,  and  determine 
the  true  charadter  of  thofe  with  whom  we  have 
■  any  correfpondence.  No  doubt,  a  natural  fa" 
gacity,  joined  with  knowledge  of  the  world, 
may  be  of  ufe.  But  there  are  few  who  make  a 
juft  eftimate,  or  decide  with  precifion  :  and  even 
thofe  who  have  been  moft  accuftomed  to  ob- 

fervation 
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iervation  and  refleftionj  are  very  often  mifta- 
ken  in  their  conje<Slures.  How  frequently  do 
we  err  in  the  judgement  we  form,  and  are  de¬ 
ceived  by  fpecious  appearances  ?  How  often  do 
our  opinions  change  according  as  ihefe  appear¬ 
ances  vary,  and  lire  principles  which  we  imagi¬ 
ned  were  unerring  rules,  fail  us  When  applied  to 
particular  inhances  ? 

Let  us  take  external  ohjeRs  as  an  example  j 
and  think  what  imprefiion  thefe  generally  make 
upon  the  mind.  As  Samuel  concluded  that 
Eliab  was  the  Lord’s  anointed,  when  he  look¬ 
ed  on  the  beauty  of  his  countenance,  and  the 
height  of  his  flature  ;  fo,  outward  circum- 
ifances  often  influence  our  judgement.  What 
is  addrefled  to  the  fenfes,  catches  otir  attention 
and,  w'hilft  it  dazzles  our  eyes,  gains  our  hearts. 
Do  we  fee  “  a  man  clothed  in  purple  and  fine 

linen  ;  faring  fumptuoufly  every  day  at¬ 
tended  by  numbers  obfequious  to  his  com-- 
mand,  praifing  his  tirtues  and  courting  his  fa¬ 
vour  ?  what  is  the  concluflon  we  commonly 
make  ?  Surely  this  muft  be  a  happy  man,  who 
fee  ms  to  ha^'e  no  anxious  cares  to  difturb  his 
mind  ;  who  has  no  wilh  which  he  cannot  gra- 
tify  i  who  is  honoured  and  carefled  by  multi¬ 
tudes.  Say,  ye  who  are  placed  in  lower  fla- 
tions  in  life,  if  you  are  not  difpofed  to  en¬ 
vy  fuch  a  man  ?  Ton  labour  and  toil,  and  per¬ 
haps  gain  but  a  fcanty  fubfiftencc  :  Wealth, 
and  all  the  luxuries  it  procures,  flow  upon 
him  in  the  greatefl:  abundance.  You  pafs  along 
unnoticed  and  unregarded  :  Where -e ve r  ap¬ 

pears. 
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pears,  all  ai'e  forward  to  pay  him  refpeft,  Tou 
are  obliged  to  ftriiggle  with  various  misfor¬ 
tunes,  to  fubmit  to  the  violence  of  the  oppref- 
fors,  and  to  bear  the  contempt  of  the  proud: 
He  mull  be  a  llranger  to  thofe  innumerable 
troubles  which  infeparably  attend  humble 
and  defpifed  condition.  Have  you  never  felt, 
on  thefe  accounts,  the  emotions  of  envy  rife  in 
your  breafts  Has  not  a  figh  burll  from  your 
heart  when  the  comparifon  was  made  between 
his  lituation  and  yours  ?  Have  you  never 
thought  your  happinefs  would  be  complete,  were 
you  bleffed  with  the  fame  advantages  ?  It  is  from 
the  outward  appearance’’^  you  thus  judge,  and 
from  fo  imperfedl  and  partial  a  view,  mull  be 
often  deceived.  The  pomp  of  greatnefs,  the. 
fplendour  of  affluence,  the  noify  applaufe  of 
a  giddy  multitude,  or  the  interefted  flattery  of 
pretended  friends,  do  not  conftitute  happinefs. 
Care  often  dwells  in  gilded  palaces ;  reft  £or-< 
fakes  the  bed  of  down ;  and  in  midft  of  treafures 
the  heart  may  be  fad.  You  are  frequently 
miftxaken  in  theeftimate  you  form  of  the  value 
ef  what  is  external,  and  cenfure  ralhly  the  con-i 
du£t  of  Providence,  when,  by  fuch  unfair  com* 
parifons,  you  are  difeontented  with  your  own 
lituation.  Could  you  draw  aflde  that  vail  with 
which  the  pomp  and  fhow  attending  a  fuperlor 
ftation,  conceals  what  pafles  w'ithin,  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  feene  would  probably  prefent  itfelf,  and 
exhibit  to  your  view  an  objedt  deferving,  not 
your  envy,  but  your  pity.  You  might  fee  be¬ 
hind  this  fpecious  covering,  a  heart  difturbed 

with 
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with  all  thofe  uneafy  feelings  which  pride  and 
vanity  excite  ;  diflatisfied  on  account  of  many 
artificial  wants  which  this  very  abundance  has 
created  *,  fretting  at  the  fuccefs  of  rivals  in  riches 
or  power;  and  racked  with  the  difappointment 
of  ambitious  hopes.  But  there  are  few  who 
have  difcernment  enough  to  perceive  the  truth. 
They  look  no  farther  than  the  outfide,  and 
determine  according  to  external  appearance. 

In  the  fame  manner,  we  generally  proceed  in 
judging  of  charaElers.  Here  the  error  is  per¬ 
haps  more  natural  than  in  the  former  in  fiance. 
It  is  only  from  mens  actions,  from  their  exter¬ 
nal  behaviour,  that  we  are  capable  of  judging. 
This  is  the  only  rule  :  but  neither  do  we  always 
apply  it  properly,  nor  is  it,  in  itfelf,  certain  and 
infallible.  In  jufiice,  a  man’s  character  ought 
to  be  determined,  not  by  one  or  a  few  actions, 
but  by  the  general  courle  of  his  life,  and  the  te¬ 
nor  of  his  conduct.  But  what  is  more  com¬ 
mon,  than  to  praife  extravagantly,  and  efpecial- 
ly  to  condemn  feverely,  from  perhaps  even 
one  action  which  has  come  under  our  obferva- 
tion?  The  appearance  this  makes  in  our  eyes, 
whether  favourable  or  unfavourable,  regulates 
our  decifion.  Were  we  to  examine  carefully 
on  what  grounds  we  commonly  proceed  when 
we  entertain  a  bad  opinion  of  others,  we  would 
find  that  they  are  often  very  flight  and  fuperfi- 
cial.  Even  after  all  the  pains  we  can  beftow, 
when  we  have  no  inclination  to  decide  rafiily, 
and  have  no  interefi  to  biafs  our  judgement, 
many  circumftances  may  not  be  taken  into  the 
I  account, 
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Account,  many  of  which  v/e  are  ignorant,  that 

■  notwlthftauding  are  of  importance  to  a  right 
■detei-mination.  The  real  motives,  the  true  de- 
-lign,  may  be  concealed.  Appearances  are  de- 
-ceitful ;  and  as  thefe  only  come  under  our  eye, 
\ve  muil  frequently  make  a  falfe  conclufion. 

•  The  heart  we  cannot  penetrate,  nor  obferve  the 
-fecret  fprings  which  influence  the  conduct  of  o- 

thers. — Thus  we  are  often  milled  by  the  im- 
-preffion  made  upon  our  minds  by  external  ob- 

•  jcfls ;  and  thus  it  is  that  Man  feeth. 

But  God  looheth  not  m  the  outward  appear- 
-eince.  What  we  value  and  efleem,  may  be  of 
.  no  avail  in  his  light.  Thefe  external  and  tem- 

■  porary  diftin^lions  which  take  place  among 
-men,  are  regarded  by  him  with  indifference. 
.From  him  the  truth  cannot  be  concealed  by 

thofe  coverings  which  hide  it  from  mortal  eyes. 

To  his  unerring  wifdom  all  things  are  perfedlly 

known.  The  real  Hate  and  condition  of  every 

✓  ^ 

man  is  always  open  to  his  infpeclion.  Fie  can 
perceive  mifery  and  wretchednefs  accompany- 

•  ina  riches  and  honours.  He  can  difeover  true 
contentment  and  happinefs  dwelling  in  a  low 
and  humble  llatioa.  Fie  difregards  that  Ihow 

,  and  pomp  which  attrq<ft  attention,  and  excite 
.  envy  ;  whilll  he  values  and  efteems  that  virtue 
.  and  goodnefs  which  are  exercifed  in  obfeurity, 
and  under  many  difadvantages  w  ith  refpedl  to 
outward  condition.  Contemptible  in  his  light 
-is  that  fancied  fuperiority  which  clrcumflances 
:  merely  external  can  bellow  ;  but  honourable  in 
..his  eftimation  that  real  dillinffioa  wh^h  arifes 
VoL.  II.  R  from 
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from  the  temper  and  dlTpofition  of  the  foul. 
He  looketh  on  the  heart  j  and  from  thence  jud- 
geth  of  the  charafter.  ThoTe  Tprings  and  mo- 
-tives  to  conduct  which  often  efcape  our  obTer- 
vation,  and,  in  many  cafes,  are  ftudioufly  con¬ 
cealed,  are  naked  and  open  to  his  penetrating 
eye.  He  diTcovers  when  profeffions  of  friend- 
fliip  are  made  in  order  to  deceive  ;  when  pre- 
ten  fions  to  honcTty  are  intended  to  cover  the 
arts  of  fraud  j  when  a  claim  is  laid  to  integri¬ 
ty,  merely  to  carry  on  defigns  of  worldly  po¬ 
licy  ;  or  when  the  malk  of  religion  is  aflumed, 
to  gain  the  good  opinion  of  others,  and  to  pro¬ 
mote  Tome  felfifh  and  interefted  purpoTe. 
Hence  he  Is  the  only  perfen  of  charac¬ 

ter,  and,  by  looking  on  the  heart,”  is  quali- 
iied  to  pronounce  that  fentence  which  will 
hereafter  fix  the  eternal  hate  of  every  man. 

How  ftriking  the  contraft  between  the  im- 
,perfe£t  and  partial  views  of  men,  and  the  per¬ 
fect  knowledge  of  God  !  how  wide  the  dilijjr- 
ence  between  the  notions  uue  form  from  looking 
on  the  out’ward  appearance^  and  the  juft  judge¬ 
ment  of  God  founded  upon  his  acquaintance 
with  the  heart !  how  much  will  we  be  con¬ 
founded  at  our  ignorance  and  rafhnefs,  when 
that  day  comes  which  “  will  bring  to  light  the 
“  hidden  things  of  darknefs,”  and  difcloTe  the 
fecrets  of  all  hearts  ! 

This  view  of  our  imperfeftion,  and  of  the 
knowledge  of  God,  may  be  improved  to  the 

purpoljb 
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piirpofe  of  leaching  us  fome  ufeful  lefions.  As, 
in  the 

Firft  place,  Let  us  learn  from  hence  not  to 
value  too  highly  what  is  merely  external.  The 
fplendor  and  Ihow  which  are,  addrefied  to  tlie 
fenfes,  ought  not  to  excite  our  envy  j  nor 
fhould  the  means  of  procuring  what  unthink¬ 
ing  men  are  fo  apt  to  eflecm,  be  the  chief  ob- 
jedls  of  ottr  purfuit.  Were  we  to  look  beyond 
the  outxva.rd  appearance^  efpecially  were  we  ca¬ 
pable  of  locking  into  the  heart,  we  would,  in 
riiany  cafes,  make  a  very  different  eftimate.  It 
were  well  for  us,  if  we  fuitably  exercifed  our 
reafon,  and  emiployed  thofe  talents  with  which' 
we  ai'e  futnilhed  for  difeovering  the  truth.  AVc 
would  then  perceive,  that  thofe  things  we  arc 
apt  to  wifli  for  with  fo  much  eagernefs,  are  of 
much  lefs  real  importance  than  we  at  firft  imar- 
gine  ;  rve  would  then  be  convinced,  that  wc 
were  often  imipofed  upon,  and  that  rve  purfued 
the  fhadow  inftead  of  the  fubftance  *,  we  would 
acquire  a  degree  of  indifference  for  what  was 
not  necefiarily  or  intimately  connected  with 
our  happinefs,  that  would  fet  us  free  fi'om  thofe 
immoderate  defires  which  occafion  fo  much 
unneafinefs,  would  banifliunfeemly  complaints 
and  indecent  murmurings  againft  the  proce¬ 
dure  of  Providence,  would  prevent  repining  at 
the  condition  of  others,  and  render  us  con¬ 
tented  with  our  own  fituation.  Let  us  refledl 
on  the  great  difference  there  is  betwixt  the  re¬ 
ality  and  the  appearance.  Let  us  confider,  that 
external  difiindions  are  of  no  a\ail  in  the  fight 

R  2.  o£ 
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of  God.  Let  us  remember  that  the  time  is  faff 
approaching,  when  they  will  be  altogether  abo*. 
liflied.  We  will  then  perceive  the  folly  of  al¬ 
lowing  what  is  thus  tempor.'iry  and  infignifi--' 
cant  to  engage  our  affetTtions.  What  is  man 
at  his  be  ft  ehate,  and  when  decked  out  with  all: 
thofe  trappings  which  are  To  apt  to  catch  our 
fancy  ?  lie  is’ like  the  fiovver  of  the  field,  which, 
beautiful  for  a  while,  attracts  the  notice  of  paf- 
fengers ;  but  foon  its  leaves  wither,  and  its. 
beauty  evanifhes.  “  The  wind  pafieth  over  it,. 

and  it  is  gone  ;  and  the  place  thereof  fhalh 
“  know  it  no  more.'*’  How  mortifying  to  hu¬ 
man  vanity  and  pride  !  what  an  inftruiftive  lef- 
fon  to  beware  of  over  rating  what  derives  all' 
its  value  from  appearance  only.  In  the 

place.  Let  us  learn  to  guard  againft^ 
rafhly  judging  our  neighbours.  IVe  look  at’ 
ihs  cuivjnrd  appearance  only,  we  cannot  look 
on  the  heart..  'The  real  motive  and  principle,, 
the  true  intention  and  defign,  we  often  do  not> 
know.  Why  then  iliould  we  be  hafty.  to  decide,, 
or  peremptoi  y  in  the  judgement  we  form  of  o- 
ibers  charaflers  ^  What  we  may  view  as  im¬ 
proper  and  criminal,  might  be  found,  were  we: 
acquainted  v.'ith  all  the  circumftances,  propec 
and  comm.endable.  So.fenfiblc  are  mankind, 
of  the  folly  of  pronouncing  merely  upon  ex¬ 
ternal  appearances,  that  they  are  defirous  of 
avoiding  the  imputation  of  fuch  an  abfurdity',. 
by  m.tgnifying  their  own  fagacity  and  penetra-- 
tion.  But  in  doing  this,  they  fall  into  a  greater, 
error.  They  pretend  to  difeover  the  true  mo-. 

tives 
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tives  of  the  aftion  they  condemn,  and  afcribc 
to  their  neighbour  the  worll  views  and  <lefign£. 
They  thus  ufurp  tlie  prerogative  of  God  him- 
fcif  j  prefuming  upon  their  own  wiidom,  they, 
put  the  mod:  unfavourable  conftruGion  upon 
their  neighbour’s  conduct  ^  and  when  theivi 
own  interefb  is  concerned,  conclude  from  the- 
Gutwai'd  appearance,  that  the  heart  is  corrupt¬ 
ed.  Hence  it  happens,  that  even  thole  actions, 
w'hich,  if  traced  to  their  true  caults  and  mo-; 
lives,  we  muft  necefi'arily  approve,  are  cenluretl- 
with  feverity  j  and  what  we  ourfelvcs  do  with-- 
out  fhame  or  remorfe,  we  condemn  in  otliers.- 
But  “  who  art  thou  that  judgeft  another  man  s' 
“  fervant  J”  what  title  half  thou  to  dive  into 
the  heart,  or  to  decide  where  thou  mulf  necef- 
farily  be  ignorant  of  many  circumlfances  pro¬ 
per  to  be  known  in  order  to  form  a  rights 
opinion?  Wouldlf  thou  chule  to  have  your 
own  condiuft  tried  in  this  manner,  or  your' 
charader  determined  by  fuch  partial  views  He  ' 
whom  thou  thus  rafnly  condemned:,  has  ama-* 
fter  in  heaven,  “  who  looketh  on  the  heart. 

“  To  his  own  mailer  he  mull  ftand  or  fall.’’  Be-  - 
fore  this  perfedl  Judge. of  charader,  thou  thy- 
felf  muff  one  day  appear,  and  give  an  account' 
of  your  condud.  “  Judge  nor,  therefore,  led: - 
“ye  be  judged.”  Attend  to  your  own  tem¬ 
per  and  behaviour ;  amend  what  is  amifs  there 
.utd  be  not  too  hady.  to  decide  concerning  the* 
charaders  of  others. 

3^//y,  If  “  God  looketh  not  on  the  autward' 
“appearance,  but  looketh- on  heart/?  Ict- 
'  I\  3  ua ' 
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us  be  careful  to  cultivate  that  temper,  and  to 
acquire  thofe  clifpofitions,  which  he  will  ap¬ 
prove.  Our  external  ciixumftances  will  not 
recommend  us  to  his  favour.  The  rich  and 
ilie  poor  are  equally  the  objtcb  of  his  I'egard, 
if  they  aft  aright  the  part  afligned  them  in  that 
alation  of  life  he  has  appointed.  Whatever 
may  be  our  outward  condition,  we  cannot  en¬ 
joy  the  countenance  of  God,  nor  expeft  his 
approbation  hereafter,  unlefs  we  praflife  the- 
viriucs  which  he  has  enjoined.  Thefe  are  the 
only  ornaments  in  his  light :  thefe  conflitute 
the  only  diHinftion.  wJiich  he  regards.  Men 
may  court  and  flatter,  -when  this  perfeft  Judge 
will  condemn  ;  Men,  who  are  influenced  chiefly 
by  appearances,  may  commend,  when  that  God 

who  lookedon  the  heart,”  will  difapprove. — 
In  the 

fourth  place.  The  f.tme  conflderation  fliould 
teach  us  to  be  neither  too  much  elated  with- 
the  appiaufej  nor  too  much  dejefted  with  the - 
cenfure  of  men.  Both  of  tliem  are  often  be¬ 
llowed  where  tJiev  are  not  deferved.  What 
¥ 

Signifies  their  commendation,  on  the  one  hand, 
when  we  are  confeious  of  having  no  title  to  it ; 
cr  their  reproach,  on  the  other,  if  our  own  , 
hearts  do  not  condemn  us  ?  The  one  ought 
net  to  give  us  any  fatisfaflion,  nor  the  other 
pain,  Kow  foolilh  mull  it  be  to  afl  contrary  to 
“what  we  know  is  our  duty,  either  to  gain  the 
praife  or  to  avoid  the  cenfure  of  thofe  who- 
“  look  no  further  than  the  outward  appear- 
“•ancej”  yet  iio>v.  many  are  there  who  make 

this 
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this  their  chief  obje^,  and  for  the  fake  of  it, 
facrifice  every,  worthy  principle  ?  What  “  a 
fmall  matter  ought  we  to  reckon  being  judged' 

“  by  man’s -judgement,  when  we  recolletil  that 
“  there  is  one  that  judgeth  us,  even  God  ?” 
HoVv  mortifying  to  pride,  and  this  unbounded 
thii'ft  of  praife,  to  reflect,  that  notwithftanding 
the  noify  applaufe  of  thoufands,  this  impartial 
judge  condemns  ?  On  the  other  hand,  how 
comfortable  the  thought,  that  if  we  do  our 
duty,  and  notwithftanding  meet  with  cenfure 
and  contempt  from  men,  God  at  prefent  ap¬ 
proves,  and  hereafter  will  abundantly  reward  . 
our  conduct  ? . 

Lajily,  Let  us  learn  from  this  reprefenta- 
tion  the  folly  and  danger  of  hypocrify.  By 
art  and  cunning,  Ave  may  deceit'e  men,  who 
look  at  the  outw'ard  appearance  only,”  but- 
we  cannot  by  any  artifice  deceive  that  “  God 
“  who  looketh  on  the  heart.”  He  demands 
truth  in  the  inward  parts,  and  delights  in  inte¬ 
grity,  and  uprightnefs  of  foul.  Thelb  we  muft 
fecm  at  leaft  to  have,  in  order  to  gain  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  men.  It  is  not  always  eafy  for  them, 
however,  to  difcover  if  we  are  really  poflefled 
of  thefe  virtues  •,  but  “  God  fearcheth  the 
heart,  and  tricth  the  reins.  There  is  not  a 
“  word  on  our  tongue,  there  Is  not  a  thought 
“  in  our  heart,  but  he  knoweth  it  altogether,” 
How  foolifh  then  muft  it  be  to  diflemble,  when  < 
we  are  ever  in  the  prefence  of  that  great  Being, , 
whofe  eyes  penetrate  the  inmoft  recelTes  of  our 
fouls  \  How  dangerous,  how  ineffectual  the  at-  ■ 

tempt 
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tempt  to  impoTe  upon  this  unerring  Judge  ? 
"  Whither  can  we  go  from  his  Spirit,  or  flee 
from  his  prefence  ?  He  knows  our  clown- 
“  iitting  and  our  upriiing  •,  he  underftands 
our  thoughts  afar  off:  he  compaffeth  our 
path,  and  is  acquainted  with  all  cur  ways. 
‘‘  Darknefs  cannot  hide  us  from  God  ;  to  him 
“  the  night  fhinetli  as  the  day;  to  him  the 
“  darknefs  and  the  light  are  both  alike.”  Sup- 
pofe  we  fliould  fuccetd  for  a  time  by  a  double 
and  deceitful  conduct;  yet  what  will  this  fuc- 
cefs  avail,  when  that  God  who  was  prefent  with 
us  in  our  elefefi;  retirements,  ihall  call  us  to  an 
accoui.t  ?  'The  period  is  fafl  approaching,  when 
our  c]iara(Sler  will  be  determined,  and  our  e- 
ternal  ftatc  fixed,  not  according  to  the  opinion, 
which  men  have  formed  of  us,  but  according  • 
to  our  deeds.  Let  the  view  then  of  this  rioh-' 

D 

teous  ji.dgeiT  er.t  of  God,  induce  us  to  ach:  with 
integrity  and  upiigluncfs,  without  whicli,  we' 
cannot  hope  for  the  approbation  of  that  Being, 
'ivho  feeth  not  as  man  jeeth  ;  voho  lookcth  not  on 
the  outward  appearances  but  who  looketh  on  the 
heart. 
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Reflections  on  Jefus  weeping. 

By  William  Lothian,  V.  D.  M. 

John  xi.  35. 

Ji'fus  ’wept,. 

TH  E  Iiiflory  of  which  thefe  words  are  a 
part,  exhibits  a  very  tender  and  affesSling 
fcene.  Our  Lord  had  lived  in  intimacy  and. 
fr-iendlhip  with  Lazarus  of  Bethany,  and  his 
two  iiflers,  Martha  and  Mary.:  and  they  re¬ 
paid  .this  mark  of  diftinclion  by  every,  exprcf- 
lion  of  civility  and  kindnefs.  Lazarus  falling 
fick,  his  fillers  fent  notice  of  it  to  Jefus,  \vho 
was  then  at  fome  diftance  ;  not  doubting  of  h’.s 
fympathy  for  them  in  this  diftrefs ;  and  enter¬ 
taining  the  hope,  that  the  fame  power  and' 
gooduefs  which  they  had  feen  him  exercife  in 
other  inllances,  would  interpofe  in  behalf  of- 
their  brother.  Jefus,  inftead  of  haftening  to 
the  relief  of  his  friend,  as  was  very  naturally 
expefled  by  Martha  and  Mary,  continued 
where  he  was  ;  and  in  the  mean,  time  Lazarus 
dies.  W'ie  may  eafily  conceive  the  deep  alfiic- 
tioa  of  his.  fillers.  Surprifed  no  doubt  they 
were  at  being  ncgledled,  as  they  thought, 
hy  that  Jefus  whofe  charafler  was  diftinguillied 
by  afts  cf  kindnefs,  and  on  \yhofe  afle.flioa.^ 

they 
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they  imagined  they  might  depend.  It  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  fay  what  fentiments  they  would  enter¬ 
tain  of  his  conduct  on  this  occafion,  which 
might  very  probably  excite  fufpicions  in  minds 
like  theirs,  oppreffcd  with  trouble,  and  fretted 
with  difappointment.  So  .ailliiSing  was  their 
fituation,  that  “  many  of  the  Jews  came  to 
“  comfort  them,”  and  to  adminifter  every  con* 
folation  in  their  power  to  two  fuch  worthy  per- 
fons.  But  our  Lord’s  intentions  were  as  friend¬ 
ly  as  they  could  have  wifhed.  So  far  from  be¬ 
ing  unmindful  of  their  dlflrtfs',  he  returned  to 
Judea,  vdrere  his  ov/n  life  was  in  danger,  and, 
notwithllanding  the  remonffrances  of  his  dif- 
ciples,  proceeds  to  Bethany.  When  the  news 
of  his  approach  reached  the  town,  the  hopes 
of  Martha  revived.  She  ran  out  to  meet  him; 
and,  W'ith  that  earnellnefs  wdiich  marked  the 
Bate  of  her  mind,  and  exprefled  fome  degree 
of  confidence,  though  clouded  with  doubt  and 
fear,  inflantly  fays,  “  Lord,  if  thouhadfl  been 
“  here,  my  brother  had  not  died.”  Jefus  em-' 
braced  this  opportunity  of  giving  a  diflant  hint 
of  his  defign  :  “I  am  the  refurreflion  and  the 
life  :  he  that  belicveth  on  me,  though  he 
“  w'ere  dead,  yet  fliall  he  live.”  Martha  com- 
murficated  the  glad  news,  that  the  Mafter  w'a^ 
come,  to  Mary ;  who  immediately  left  the  houfe, 
and,  followed  by  tlie  Jews,  ran  to  the  place 
where  he  was,  fell  down  at  his  feet,  and  feel¬ 
ing  the  fame  emotions  wdth  Martha  when  flte 
lirft  fav/  him,  addrefl'ed  him  in- the  fame  lan¬ 
guage,  “  Lord,  if  thou  liadft  been  here,  my 

“brother 
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brother  had  not  died.”  Two  hibers  lament¬ 
ing  the  death  of  a  beloved  brother  i  their  com¬ 
panions  deeply  affe<fi:ed  with  their  diftrefs  ;  and 
all  of  them  bathed  in  tears  ofnndiflembled  for- 
row,  placed  before  our  Lord  a  truly  mournful' 
fpeibacle.  He  entered  warmly  into  all  thofe 
fentiments  which  filled  their  hearts  with  grief.; 
felt  for  their  fufFerings,  and  mingled  his  tearS 
with  theirs  :  Jefus  wept.  Thefe  were  tears  of 
fympathy  and  love  :  they  flowed  from  thofe 
eyes  which  never  beheld  diftrefs  wdthout  pity  ; 
and  were  the  genuine  expreflion  of  that  for- 
row  which  wrung  a  heart  tender  and  afFeflio- 
nate.  Happy  were  the  fifters  of  Lazarus  in  fuch 
a  friend  :  His  fympathy  alone  would  afford ' 
fome  confolation  to  their  dejeflcd  Ipirits ;  and 
though  no  hope  had  remained  of  any  farther 
proof  of  his  love,  muft  have,  in  fome  meafure, 
foothed  their  troubled  minds.  i 

Jefus  weeping  with  his  friends  at  this  time, 
will  fuggeft  fome  refleflions,  which  it  may  be 
of  life  to  illuftrate.  Every  view  indeed  of  his 
charafler,  almoft  every  aftion  of  his  life,  con¬ 
veys  to  us  inftru6fion.  If  we  entertain  that  o- 
pinion  of  him  which  we  ought,  we  will  take  a 
pleafure  in  examining  every  circumftance  in 
both,  however  minute,  which  may  contribute 
to  infpire  fomething  of  the  fame  temper  and 
difpofition  which  we  muft  admire  in  the  perfon 
we  acknowledge  as  our  mafter. 

» 

I.  “  Jesus  -wept  when  he  faw  Mary  and  the 
*•'  Jev.'3  who  came  with  her  weeping,”  Does 

not 
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•not  this  circumftance  prefent  us  with  a  very  a'* 
-miable  and  endearing  view  of  his  eharadler  ? 
'It  fets  the  Saviour  of  the  woidd  before  us  in  a 
very  engaging  point  of  light.  Ifere  we  be¬ 
hold  him  who  for  our  fakes  alTumed  the 
human  nature,  accpiainted  with  our  grief, 
and  afte^ed  with  our  forrow.  V/e  fee  his 
'tears  ilied  at  the  hght  of  thofe  troubles  to 
w'hich  our  prefent  imperfecf  ftate  is  fubject. 
Here  we  obferve  the  moft  illuflrlous  perfon 
that  ever  appeared  on  our  earth,,  entering  into 
-our  feelings,  and  difcovering  the  lame  painful 

•  emotions  that  opprefs  our  miirds.  On  this  oc- 
"Callon  w^e  behold  him  whom  heaven  and  earth 
•obeyed,,  condefcending  to  take  part  with  us  i-n 
our  diftrefs,  and  in  our  aflliclion,  afili^led. 

•Martha  and  Mary  had  loft  a  companion  and  a 
.brother.  The  remembrance  of  his  virtues ; 
the  recolledtion  of  the  happinefs  they  had  en¬ 
joyed  iii  his  fociety,  and  in  the  mutual, endear¬ 
ments  of  a  virtuous  friendfhip the  hope  they 
had  entertained  of  fuch  a  friend,  giving  a 
.double  rclifii  to  the  pleafures  of  life,  or  lighten- 

•  ing  the  burden -of  woe  in  the  hour  of  adverlity, 
but  now  difappointed  ;  would  all  ferve  to  ag¬ 
gravate  and  increafe  their  forrov/. 

There  are  implanted  in'  the  foul  certain  affec¬ 
tions  W’hicli  \\2ivc  others  for  their  obje<ft.  By  thefe 
iWe  fubhitute  theiti  in  our  place  ;  coniider  their 
interehs  as  our  ov/n,  and  feel  forrow^  for  their 
diftrefs.  Such  was  that  afte(Tion  which  now 
•reigned  in  the  breaft:  of  Jefus,  His  forrow,  did 
I  nO't 
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iict  arife  wholly  from  the  fame  caufes  v/hicli 
grieved  the  fifters  of  Lazarus.  They  mourn¬ 
ed  the  death  of  a  brother.  Jefus  knew  what 
they  fuffered:  he  felt  for  them  Sympathy, 
compafilon,  andpity,  took.poircfiion  of  his  foul. 

Thefe  are  virtues  which  are  the  brightcft  or¬ 
naments  of  any  chara^ler,  and  defervedly  obtain 
eftcem  and  regard.  Is  there  a  perfon  wh-o  can 
turn  away  his  eyes  from  beholding  dilfrefs,  or 
who  can  look  unmoved  on  another’s  pains  ? 
We  pronounce  that  he  isdeftitute  of  humanity, 
and  unworthy  the  name  of  man  :  we  conclude, 
that  he  has  counteracled  the  moft  worthy  difpo- 
fitions  of  the  heart,  and  done  violence  to  his 
very  nature  We  deteft  his  condudf  *,  we  can¬ 
not  think  of  him,  but  with  abhorrence.  But 
who  is  the  man  whofe  heart  bleeds  at  a  tale  of 
woe,  whofe  foul  melts  with  tender  fympathy, 
and  deeply  feels  a  brother’s  fufierings.^  We  he¬ 
boid  him  with  veneration  and  love. 

It  was  this  tendernefs  and  compafilon  our 
Lord  difcovercd.  The  pitying  tear  fliowed 
what  palled  within  his  brealL  Often  had  he 
exci'cifed  his  pov  er  in  adfs  of  lingular  good- 
hefs  :  often  had  thefe  excited  admiration  and 
love.  They  difplayed  the  Son  of  God,  and 
impreffed  wonder  and  aftonifhment  on  the 
minds  of  the  fpecrators.  But  Icarcely  did  any 
occafion  exhibit  him  in  a  more  engaging  view 
than  the  prefent.  Attended  by  two  mourning 
lifters,  lurrounded  by  their  companions  weep¬ 
ing,  “  Jefus  'weptJ  With  a  tendernefs  and  pity 
becoming  the  Son  of  man,  with  a  fympathy 
■  VoL.II.  S  and 
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and  conipaffion  which  marked  the  friend  of  the 
human  race,  he  laid  ahde  the  more  dazzling 
glories  of  his  charadler,  and  mingled  liis  tears 
with  thofe  of  his  friends. —  "What  would  be  the 
ientiments  of  Mary  and  her  companions  when 
they  faw  the  Saviour  of  the  world  thus  fliaring 
with  them  in  their  forrows  ?  Obferving  that 
they  were  neither  unregarded  nor  unpitied, 
fome  confolation  would  fpring  up  in  their  de- 
jedled  minds;  and,  ftruck  with  the  tears  of  Je¬ 
fus,  would  for  a  while  forget  their  trouble,  in 
amazement  and  admiration  of  his  kindnefs. 
Before  this,  Martha  and  Mary  had  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  excellence  of  his  chara<51;er,  and  en- 
tertained  for  him  the  higheft  refpefl:  ;  but  if 
any  aiSlion  of  his  life  could  recommend  him 
particularly  to  their  efteem,  it  muft  have  been 
the  fympathy  he  now  difcovcred,  and  the  part 
he  took  in  'their  diflrelTes. 

Have  we  ever  feen  a  like  exercife  of  this  vir¬ 
tue  ?  Have  we  ever  witnelTed  fcenes  of  woe, 
where  every  effort  of  friendlhip  was  unavailing, 
and  nothing  left  but  to  drop  the  tear  of  fympa- 
ihy,  when  the  power  to  afford  relief  was  want¬ 
ing  Have  we  not  beheld  this  teflimony  of  a 
feeling  heart  with  reverence  ?  Shall  not  a  like 
impreflion  be  made  upon  our  mind.s,  when  we 
here  fee  Jefus  weeping  with  his  mourning 
friends  ?  Shall  we  venerate  thefe  proofs  of  ex¬ 
cellence  in  human  charaflers,  and  fliall  we  not 
be  affeffed  in  the  fame  manner,  when  we  think 
of  this  compaflionate  Friend  of  man  ?  Let  this 
ch’cyniftance  then  have  its  fuitable  influence 

let 
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let  it  endear  him  to  our  thoughts,  and  excite  in 
our  louls  that  high  regard  and  hncere  efleem 
to  which  he  is  julHy  intltlcd. 

II.  In  the  fecond  place,  Jefus  wept  with  his 
friends  when  in  diftrefs.  In  this  he  has  fet  us 
an  example  worthy  of  our  imitation.  As  . his 
tears  were  the  genuine  exprelilon  of  fympathy 
and  conipaffion  ;  fo  he  has  powerfully  recom¬ 
mended  thefe  virtues  by  his  condu(5l. 

borne  have  endeavoured  to  exclude  altoge¬ 
ther  thefe  afte<Slions  j  and  others  have  repre- 
fented  them  as  a  weaknefs  which  ought  not  to 
be  encouraged.  It  has  been  faid,  that  whate¬ 
ver  we  may  pretend,  we  have  no  fiich  kindly 
affeefions  for  others ;  but  that  the  feeling  we 
call  compaffion,  is  as  felhih  and  intcrehed  as 
any  other,  being  nothing  elfe  but  the  appre- 
henlion  of  fome  calamity  to  ourfeh’es,  raifed 
by  obferving  what  others  fuffer.  d'liis,  how¬ 
ever,  is  an  unfair  ftate  of  the  cafe.  There  are 
few  who  have  not,  on  fome  occalions,  felt  a 
real  forrow  for  their  fellow-creatures,  entirely 
independent  either  of  the  reflection  that  they 
were,  at  the  time,  free  from,  the  like  diftrefs,  or 
•of  the  fear  of  the  like  trouble  befalling  them- 
felves.  Hard  indeed  is  that  heart  which  never 
felt  for  any  woes  but  its  own,  and  never  knew 
fympathy  and  pity  unlefs  accompanied  with 
fuch  felfifli  confiderations.  Neither  are  thefe  af- 
.  fedtions  given  us  in  vain.  As  they  are  a  part 
of  our  original  conftitution,  they  ar^fw^er  many 
^  valuable  purpofes.  By  this  means,  miferymay 
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be  relieved ;  and,  in  fonie  cafes,  prevented. 
Hence  they  ferve  to  tiiminifh  the  calamities, 
and  to  increafe  the  pleafajcss,  of  life.  Abfurd 
is  the  opinion  that  they  deferve  not  our  regard. 
Cruel  is  the  attempt  to  baniili  thetn  front  our 
breafts. 

Our  bleiTed  Saviour  has  fhown  us  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  a  different  conduct.  In  his  foul, 
t.endernds  and  pity  were  deeply  rooted.  When 
he  obferved  Mary  and.  her  companions  weep¬ 
ing,  the  emotions  of  iympathy  were  excited ; 
and,  in  ..  ad  of  his  fuppreffing  them,  the  tear 
liar;  .1  ;;;  his  eye,  exprellive  of  the  feelings  of 
his  tender  heart.  It  was  not  for  himfelf^  it  was 
for  his  friends  he  wept;  Shall  we  not  then  con- 
lider  liis  beh;tviour  as  a  pattern  for  ours,  and 
be  proud  to  imitate  fo  amiable  a  part  of  his 
character  ?  Neither  the  religion,  nor  the 
■example  of  jefus,  gives  any  countenance  to  the 
abfurd  attempt  of  rooting  out  our  paffions-; 
nor.  eneom  ages  us  to, ihut  up  our  bowels  of 
“  compaffion.”"  As  men^  we  ought  to  feel  for 
the  diftreffes  of  others ;  and  Chriftianity  doe-s 
not  require  that  wc  ftifle  or  fupprefs  the 
emotions  which  their  fuficrin.gs  raife  in  our 
fouls.  Formed  as  we  are,  we  muft  be  affedled ; 
and  our  profeffion  as  Chriftians,  binds  us  to 
companion  and  pity,  not  merely  by  pofitive 
precept,  but  likewife  by  the  example  of  ow 
divine  Mailer, 

What  is  more  engaging  to  a  mind  not  ut> 
tcrly  corrupted,  than  the  exercife  of  com* 
palii-on  ?  What  is  a  more  agreeable  fpedlacle, 

than 
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than  to  behold  thofe  who  partake  of  the  fame 
nature,  who  equally  feel  pain  and  diflrefs,  and 
who  are  all  equally  liable  to  trouble,  bearing  to¬ 
wards  each  other  a  tender  fympathy  i  The 
more  we  difeover  of  this  temper  in  any  perfon, 
the  more  we  efteem  his  character ;  and  fo  uni¬ 
form  are  the  fentiments  of  mankind  in  this  re- 
fpeft,  that  they  have  agreed  to  mark  its  pro¬ 
priety  and  excellence  by  the  name  of  Huma¬ 
nity. 

Befldes,  the  exercife  of  kindly  afFedllons  is 
ever  attended  with  a  degx'ee  of  pleafure.  So 
carefully  has  the  Author  of  our  nature  provi¬ 
ded  for  the  pi'aclice  of  compaflion^  that  objedts 
of  diftrefs,  by  a  fecret  charm,  attract  our  no¬ 
tice.  By  a  wonderful  contrivance  in  our  in¬ 
ternal  frame,  it  is  not  always  in  our  power  to 
turn  away  our  eyes  from  beholding  our  neigh¬ 
bour’s  fuflerings,  or  to  Ihut  our  hearts  againfl: 
taking  a  part  in  his  forrows.  The  fight  of  woe 
touches  our  foul  j  and  though  we  cannot  remove 
trouble,  yet  we  are  llrongly  prompted  by  our 
very  conllitution,  to  alleviate  it  by  our  fym¬ 
pathy. 

But  were  we  ever  inclined  to  counterafb 
thefe  natural  dil'pofitions  j  were  we  ever  induced 
to  cheek  the  riling  emotions  of  pity  ;  let  us  re- 
flefl  on  the  conduct  of  our  blelfed  Saviour.  Be¬ 
hold  him  weeping  with  Mary  and  her  compa¬ 
nions  ;  think  how  he  appeared  when  he  faw 
their  diftrefs  ;  and  fay,  if  you  fliould  not  be  in¬ 
fluenced  by  io  uri^ht  an  example.  Is  it  not 
your  trueft  honour  j  ought  it- not  to  be  your 
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higheft  ambition,  to  refemble  this  illuRrious 
pattern  of  all  excellence?  Did  Jefus  weep? 
and  lhall  you  refufe  to  fhed  a  tear  at  a  brother’s 
diftrefs  ?  Did  he  difcover  the  tenderefl  com- 
paffion  for  thofe  who  were  afHiXed  ?  fhall  you 
be  indifierent  to  another’s  fufferings  ?  Should 
you  not  rather  wilh  to  catch  fomething  of  the 
fame  amiable  fpirit  and  temper  ?  Imitate  then 
this  divine  example  :  yield  to  the  kindly  feelings 
of  your  own  hearts  ;  and  from  Jefus  learn  “  to 
“  weep  with  thofe  that  weep.” 

•i  ’ 

III.  Jefus  weeping  with  his  friends,  exhibits  a 
piXure  of  our  prefent  ftate,  and  reprcfents  it  as 
affording  many  caufes  of  trouble  and  forrow. 
On  a  former  occafion, our  Lord  was  kindly  enter¬ 
tained  at  the  houfe  of  Lazarus ;  and  at  that  time 
was  employed  in  communicating  inftruXion  to 
this  pious  family.  Now,  he  finds  it  “  the  houfe 

of  mourning  and  his  bufinefs  is  to  com¬ 
fort  Martha  and  Mary  under  the  lofs  of  a  be¬ 
loved  brother.  Formerly,  Mary  fat  at  his  feet, 
liflcning  with  the  utmoft  attention  to  every 
word  he  uttered.  Now,  fhe  lies  proftrate  before 
<liim  bathed  in  tears. 

So  variable  and  inconftant  are  all  human  af¬ 
fairs  j  fo  uncertain  and  precarious  is  every 
earthly  blefling.  To-day,  we  may  be  happy  in 
the  enjoyment  of  our  friends,  and  the  fociety 
of  thofe  we  love  ;  to-morrow,  we  may  be  de¬ 
prived  of  thefe  comforts  by  the  unrelenting 
hand  of  -death  fnatching  from  our  fight  the 
mail:  natural  and  worthy  objeXs  of  our  affec¬ 
tion. 
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tioit.  To-day,  we  may  be  called  to  **  rejoice 
with  thofe  who  rejoice  to-morrow,  a  fudden 
and  unexpeXed  change  happens,  and  our  kind 
ofiices  are  required  in  adminiftering  confola- 
tion  to  the  wounded  fpirit.  If  fuch,  then,  is 
our  prefent  condition,  let  us  not  only  be  ready, 
in  imitation  of  our  Lord’s  example,  to  fhow 
our  compaflion  and  fympathy,  but  let  us  pre¬ 
pare  our  minds  for  bearing,  in  a  proper  man¬ 
ner,  thofe  diftrefics  which  it  will  not  be  in  our 
power  to  pi'event.  The  calamities  of  life  will, 
in  fome  meafure,  afteX  us,  and  perhaps  none 
more  deeply  than  the  lofs  of  friends ;  but 
W’hilft  we  feel  as  Men,  let  us  aX  as  Chrijiians, 
Nature  may  fhed  a  tear  over  the  parting  feene. 
Jtfus  wept  over  the  grave  of  Lazarus.  But  Reli¬ 
gion  fets  bounds  to  our  grief,  and  requires 
that  we  “  mourn  not  as  thofe  who  are  with- 
'  “  out  hope.”  She  reminds  us,  that  nothing 
here  below  is  certain  and  permanent :  flie  calls 
upon  us,  “  to  look  not  at  the  things  which  are 
“  feen,  and  temporal,  but  at  thofe  things  which 
“  are  unfeen  and  eternal  and  has  opened  to 
our  view  another  and  a  better  flate,  to  difen- 
gage  our  afFeXions  from  this  world,  and  to  fup- 
port  us  under  all  its  troubles.  Let  us  then  re¬ 
member,  that  our  prefent  Ifate  is  a  flate  of 
trial  and  of  difeipline.  When  diflrefs  comes 
V  upon  us,  let  us  have  recourfe  to  the  principles 
^  which  True  Religion  has  recommended,  and 
thefe  hopes  flie  has  encouraged  us  to  entertain. 
In  this  world  we  will  meet  with  trouble  :  here, 
fympathv  and  compaflion  ought’ to  be  exerci- 

fed. 
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fed.  But  let  us  not  forget  that  better  country 
to  which  we  are  travelling:  and  when  our  fouls 
,  are  pierced  through  with  many  forrows,  let 
us  raife  our  thoughts  to  heaven;  let  us  look 
.  forward  to  that  perfeX  ftate,  “  where  former 
“  things  lhall  be  palled  away  ;  where  God 
“  fhall  wipe  the  tear  from  every  eye ;  where 
.  “  there  fhall  be  no  more  death,  nor  forrow^ 
.  “  nor  crying ;  neither  fhall  there  be  any  more 
paim*^ 

IV.  Jesus  weeping  on  this  occahon,  was 
.  confidered  as  a  proof  of  his  love  for  Lazarus. 

Such  was  the  natural  and  juft  conclufion  of 
,  the  Jews  who  were  prefent:  Behold,”  faid 

they,  “  how  he  loved  him.”  The  tears  which 
our  Lord  Ihed,  were  an  evidence,  not  only  of 
the  tendernefs  of  his  heart,  but  likewife  of  the 
ftncerify  of  his  afteXion.  If  his  fympathy  wis?h 
Mary  and  the  other  mourners,  ought  to  excite 
our  efteem  for  his  charaXer,  the  affeXion  he 
difcovered',  ought  to  warm  our  hearts,  and  to 
produce  love  to  this  compaftionate  Friend  of 
man.  Let  us  recolleX,  that  this  was  not  the 
only  inftance  in  which  he  ftiowed,  in  the  very 
fame  manner,  his  difinterefted  benevolence. 
When  he  was  on  his  laft  journey  toward  Jeru- 
falem,  multitudes  followed  him in  token  of 
their  refpeX  fpread  their  garments  on  the  way 
as  he  pafTcd,  and  celebrated  his  praifes  with 
linging  Hofannas  to  the  Son  of  David.  But, 
amidft  all  this  pomp  and  Teeming  honour,  his 
mind  was  foiTOwful  and  dejeXed.  Surveying 

what 
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what  was  afterwards  to  happen,  as  he  ap¬ 
proached,  the  tears  ftarted  in  his  eye,  and  he 
weeped  over  this  unhappy  city.  The  fins  of 
its  inhabitants,  and  the  view  of  that  vengeance 
which  was  foon  to  be  inflifled,  not  the  prc” 
fpe»n;  of  his  own.  fufferings,  though  at  the  very 
time  they  were  near,  produced  this  exprelfioa 
of  his  forrow.  Did  then  this  kind  Friend 
weep  ?  was  his  affedlion  for  man  fo  fincere  ? 
and  fiiall  we  not  teftify  the  fenfe  we  have  of 
his  kindnefs  by  our  love  ?  How  warm  and  fer¬ 
vent  ought  this  love  to  be,,  when  we  think, 
that  he  not  only  wept  over  our  mifcries,  but 
filed  his  blood  for  our  fakes  !  Cold  and  un- 
feeliitg  indeed  is  tb^it  heart,  which  can, 
remain  unafiedfed  tvith  the  contemplation  of 
the  character  and  condiutl  of  Jefus. 

•  .  I  ccNvl-UPE  with  a  reflection  fuggefied  by  k 
review  of  what  has  been  already  pbferved.  What 
an  encouragement  is  it  to  rccolLeCt,  that  this 
fame  Jefus,  whom  we  here  fee  weeping  at  our 
diftrefies,  is  ftill  employed  in  attending  to  our 
interefi He  Is  now  our  Advocate  with  God. 
“  Becaufe  the  children  are  partakers  of  flclh 
“  and  blood,  he  alfo  took  part  of  the  fame ; 
“  and  now  exalted  to  the  right  hand  of  the 
“  IMajefly  on  high,  ever  liveth  to  make  inter- 
ceflion.”  How  comfortable  the  thought, 
that  as  “  he  himfelf  once  fuffered,  being  tempt- 
“  ed,  fo  he  is  ftill  touched  with  a  feeling  of 
“our  infirmities!”  Ought  not  thefe  circura- 
.fianccs  to  raife  his  chai’aCter  in  our  eftimation, 

and 
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and  to  fecure  for  him  the  chief  place  in  our 
hearts  This  reflection  may  be  farther  extend¬ 
ed.  If  any  thing  can  ferve  to  infpire  us  with 
joy,  it  is  the  conlideration,  that  this  Jefus, 
whom  we  here  view  in  fo  amiable  and  endear¬ 
ing  a  light,  tvill  hereafter  be  our  Judge.  How 
tranfporting  to  the  pious  and  lincere,  the 
thought,  that  the  perfon  to  whom  he  mu  ft 
give  an  account  of  his  conduft,  and  who  is  ap¬ 
pointed  to  pronounce  that  fentence  which  will 
fix  his  ftate  for  ever,  is  not  f^vere  and  unre¬ 
lenting;  but  one  who  has  already  given  the 
mofl;  convincing  proofs  of  tenderpefs,  com- 
pafllon,  and  love  for  mankind  ! 

Rccolledting  then  thofe  parts  of  the  charadler 
and  condudl  of  Jefus,  which  fliow  him  to  be 
the  kind  Friend  of  man,  let  us  entertain  for 
him  the  fincerefl:  efleem  ;  and  preferve  our  con¬ 
fidence  in  him  firm  and  unlhaken.  Let  us 
make  the  beft  return  in  our  power  for  his  kind- 
nefs ;  and  by  every  method  we  can,  exprefs  our 
affection  for  him,  who,  for  our  fitkes  became 
a  man  of  forrows,  and  acquainted  with 
grief and  who  in  all  our  afilidtions  was  af- 
fllfted. 
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The  WTifdom  of  God  in  the  Gofpel-Reve- 
lation. 

By  William  Leechman,  D.  D. 

Preaclied  at  the  opening  of  the  General  AfTembly 
of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  in  May  lysS'. 

1  Cor.  i.  21. 

For  after  thaty  in  the  ’wifdom  of  God,  the  ivorld 
by  ivifdoni  knew  not  God,  it  pleafed  God  by  the 
fooliflonefs  of  preaching  to  fave  them  that  be" 
lieve, 

W'  E  learn  from  this  chapter,  and  feveral 
other  places  of  the  New  Teftament, 
that  the  Jews  and  Gentiles  urged  different  ob- 
jeftions  againfl  Chriffianity,  arifing  from  their 
refpeflive  chara<ffers  and  prejudices.  The 
learned  among  the  Gentiles  (to  whom  the  a- 
poftle’s  difeourfe  here  refers)  entertained  very 
lofty  notions  of  the  excellency  of  their  philo- 
fophy,  and  of  the  noble  effedls  it  was  capable 
of  producing.  According  to  their  views,  it 
was  the  only  corrector  of  ignorance  and  vice, 
and  the  only  condu^lor  to  truth  and  virtue :  it 
alone  formed  great  and  good  men:  it  afforded 
the  only  true  means  of  enlightening  and  re¬ 
forming 
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forming  the  world.  In  their  opinion,  it  was 
excellent,  not  only  upon  account  of  rhe  matter, 
but  alfo  of  the  manner.  They  admired  the  ac¬ 
curacy  and  llrength  of  its  reafonings,  and  the 
beauty  and  elegance  of  the  expreffions.  On 
thefc  accounts,  they  befcowed  on  it  the  ho¬ 
nourable  appellation  of  ■xvlfdom.  \  and  from  the 
force  of  thefe  prejudices  in  favour  of  it,  they 
accounted  the  gofpel  foolihinefs,  becaufe  unlike 
to  it  in  all  refpe£ls. 

The  method  which  the  gofpel  propofed,  of 
inftru(fling  and  reforming  the  world  by  faith, 
and  not  by  phildfophical  theories,  by  illiterate 
fiihermen  and  not  by  learned  philofophers,  was 
in  their  view  a  very  foolilh  one,  and  whicli 
rauft  in  the  event  prove  unfuccefsful.  They 
defpifed  too  the  plain  and  artlefs  fimplicity  of 
the  ftyle  of  the  gofpel,  when  compared  with 
their  laboured  compohtions  and  hudied  elo¬ 
quence.  The  apoftle,  affuming  it  as  a  certain 
principle,  that  the  true  knowledge  of  God  was 
the  bell  foundation  on  which  I'eal  I'eligion  and 
virtue,  and  the  moil  valuable  reformation  and 
improvements  among  mankind,  could  be  built, 
replies  to  the  objections  of  the  Gentiles  in  the 
words  of  the -text ;  For  after  tkaty  in  the  vjif- 
dom  of  God,  (i.  e.  in  the  mylterious  counfels  of 
the  Divine  will),  the  'world  hy  'wifdom  (/,  e.  by 
their  own  reafon  and  philofophy)  knc'w  not, 
God,  it  pleafed  God  by  the  foolifbnefs  of  preaching 
to  favc  them  that  believe. 

In  which  words  there  are  two  main  afler- 
lions  :  Eirjl,  That  the  much-admired  wifdom 
I  .  of 
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of  the  philofophers  failed  in  a  very  eflential 
point,  the  leading  the  world  to  the  true  know¬ 
ledge  of  God. 

Secondly y  That  the  doctrine  of  the  gofpel, 
which  they  contemned,  is  ordained  in  the  wif- 
doni  of  God  to  be  the  effectual  means  of  en¬ 
lightening  and  facing  thofe  who  believe  it. 

All  that  is  further  intended  at  prefent  is,  to 
offer  fome  obfervations  for  'the  illuftration  or 
confirmation  of  the  apoftle’s  two  aflertions ; 
and  then,  if  time  will  allow,  to  point  out  fome 
of  the  practical  inftru^tions  (fuited  to  the  oc- 
cafion  of  our  meeting)  arifing  from  what  fliall 
be  faid. 

I.  The  First  affertion  is,  That  the  ivorld 
hy  lui/dom  knew  not  God. 

As  the  apoftle  was  a  man  of  unqueftionable 
integrity,  and  had  the  beft  opportunities  of  be¬ 
ing  fully  acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  the  Hea¬ 
then  world,  his  teftimony,  as  to  this  charge  of 
ignorance,  again fl  it,  might  fafely  be  relied  up¬ 
on.  But  there  is  no  need  of  reffing  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  it  upon  his  teftimony,  however  vene¬ 
rable  arid' worthy  of  credit  in  all  refpeits.  E- 
very  one  who  is  acquainted  with  the  hiiiory  of 
the  ancient  world,  muft  acknowledge,  that  tor 
many  ages  before  Chrifl;  it  affords  the  moil  in¬ 
to  nteftable  proofs  from  faef,  that  the  great 
body  of  mankind  had  not  that  true  knowledge 
of  God  v\hich  did  or  could  direct  them  to  pu¬ 
rity  cither  of  manners  or  of  tvorfliip.  It  is 
true,  that  the  greateft  part  of  the  philofophers 
VoL.  II.  T  acknowledged 
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acknowledged  one  fnpreme  God  ;  1)111  tliey 
taught  at  the  fame  time,  and  with  the  fame  hn- 
cerity,  the  doflrine  of  many  fubordinate  dei¬ 
ties,  to  whom  worlliip  was  to  be  given ;  and, 
which  is  fliil  worfe,  fome  of  thefe  inferior  gods,; 
in  the  opinion  of  the  people,  and  even  of  fome 
of  the  philofophcrs  themfelves,  wxre  of  the 
moll  wicked  and  immoral  characters  imagi¬ 
nable.  Some  of  them  were  lewd  and  intempc’ 
rate,  others  were  envious  and  malignant,  or 
fierce  and  cruel,  real  demons  in  the  worft  fenfc 
of  the  word.  This  diftinClion  of  good  and  e-t 
vil  deities,  was  acknowledged  in  all  Heathen 
nations ;  and  the  bad  ones  were  worfhipped,  not 
only  with  rites,  but  with  aClions,  correfpondent 
to  their  characters.  Hence  not  only  prayers 
to  kindle  the  fire  of  impure  love,  but  proftitu-, 
tions  were  authorifed  aCts  of  religion  in  ho¬ 
nour  of  certain  deities.  Hence  the  barbarous 
combats  of  gladiators,  to  appeafe  the  ghofts  of 
the  decealed,  and  human  facrifices  to  render 
the  gods  of  cruel  difpofitions  propitious. 
Hence  too  the  prevailing  praClice  of  magical 
rites  and  ceremonies,  and  fome  of  them  of  the 
moft  lioi'i'id  and  fbocking  kind,  by  which  the 
worlhippers  of  the  and  Demons  pretended 
to  maintain  communion  with  them,  and  even  to 
have  the  power  of  compelling  them  to  do  what¬ 
ever  they  defired  There  is  abundant  evidence 
from  ancient  hifiory,  that  not  only  the  vulgar, 
but  learned  phiiofophers,  and  great  emperors, 
were  addiClcd,  almolt  to  maduefs,  to  thefe  ab- 
furd  or  abominable  magical  charms  and  opera- 
,  ,  tions. 
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tions.  Thus  vice  was  recommended  to  the  I- 
mitation  of  the  worfliippers  by  the  immoral 
charaflers  of  the  gods,  and  the  foundations  of 
Polytheifm  and  idolatry  were  laid  upon  philo- 
fophical  principles.  It  was  the  natural  confe- 
quence  of  this  flate  of  things,  that  a  Su¬ 
preme  Deity,  though  acknowledged  in  fpecula- 
tion,  would  not  be  regarded  and  glorided  as 
God,  either  in  common  life,  or  in  the  exercifes 
of  religion.  The  homage  and  devotion  due  to 
him  was  intercepted  by  the  perpetual  attention 
to  the  furpriling  variety  of  facrifices  and  other 
facred  rites  prefcribed  to  be  performed  to  vaft 
multitudes  of  falfe  and  imaginary  deities.  And 
in  all  thefe  numberlefs  afls  of  worfhip  to  them, 
there  was  little  of  any  ultimate  reference  to 
the  Supreme  Deity  injoined  in  their  theological 
or  philosophical  theories,  and  in  the  common 
praRice  there  was  none  at  all:  fo  that  tliC  fo- 
verelgn  God,  th-ough  acknowledged  in  theory, 
was  entirely  forgotten,  and  negledfed,  in  the 
forms  of  religion.  To  which  it  may  be  added, 
that  the  conceptions  the  generality  of  the  Hea¬ 
then  world  had  formed  of  the  character  and 
moral  government  of  the  Supreme  Deity,  were 
fo  erroneous  or  defective,  or  fo  unfettled  and 
fluduating,  that  they  could  not  have  any  Rea¬ 
dy  effed  to  promote  virtuous  pradice  in  the 
common  train  of  life,  or  to  adminifter  folid 
confolaiion  in  the  feafons  of  diftrefs,  or  in  the 
hour  of  death. 

In  juftice  to  the  Heathen  world,  it  mufl  be 
owned,  that  many  of  the  philofophers,  and 

T  2  men 


■ZZ<9 


Tlic  VTirdora  of  God  in  S'er.  12. 


men  of  education,  difcerned  the  Immorality 
and  abfurdlty  of  the  fabulous  ftories  of  the 
poets  concerning  the  gods,  condemned  the  li¬ 
teral  fenfe  of  them  as  falfe  and  impious,  and 
earneflly  wiflied  that  fome  reformation  had 
been  made  on  the  Cilablifiaed  religion  as  to- 
thefe  points  :  but,  at  the  fame  time,  they  main¬ 
tained  the  effential  principles  of  Polytheifm,  on 
which  the  whole  fyftem  of  idolatry  and  fuper- 
ffition  was  founded.  A  few  particular  philo- 
fophers,  or  perhaps  the  whole  feel  of  the  Epi¬ 
cureans,  threw  off  entirely  the  common  doc¬ 
trines  of  Polytheifm,  and  ran  into  the  contrary 
extreme  of  Atheifm  and  impiety.  But  all  thefe 
philofophers,  who  retained  any  grave  and  fc- 
lious  fenfe  of  things,  uniformly  taught  the 
doffrine  of  fubordinate  deities,  and  of  the 
worftiip  due  to  them.  If  the  time  allotted  for 
this  difeourfe,  or  the  nature  of  it,  would  per¬ 
mit  us  to  take  a  fufv^v  of  the  philofophcra 
from  their  fiifl  appearance  in  Greece,  about 
f  •.  e  hundred  years  before  our  Saviour,  till  theie 
reputation  and  influence  entirely  funk  about 
five  hundred  years  after  him,  it  might  be 
fhown,  that  during  the  whole  courfe  of  that 
long  period,  they  were  fo  far  from  correcting 
the  genius  and  fpirit  ofPaganifm,  that  they  ra¬ 
ther  encouraged  and  promoted  it  both  by  their 
principles  and  praffke.  And  particularly  it 
would  appear,  that  after  Chrifbianity  began  vl- 
fibly  to  gain  ground  on  the  ancient  religion, 
the  philofophers  were  the  moft  zealous  protec¬ 
tors  of  ir,  even  to  the  degree  of  bigotry,  and 
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violent  perfecution  of  all  who  oppofed  it.  So’ 
that  the  apoftle’s  aflertion,  that  the  ’world  by 
"wifdom  knew  not  Cody  holds  tvuCj  not  only  as' 
to  the  vulgar,  but  as  to  the  learned  philofo* 
phers  themfclves.  Some  learned  men  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  prove,  that  the  unity  of  God 
was  taught,  and  the  errors  of  Polytheifm  were 
detefted,  in  tliole  faci*ed  myft'eries  of  the  Hea¬ 
thens,  into  which  fele<S;  perfons  only  were  ini* 
dated.  Though  this  fhould  be  fuppofed  to  be 
true,  it  will  not  invalidate  the  apoftle's  afler¬ 
tion,  that  the  world  by  wifdom  knew  not  Cod'. 
For  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  it  cannot 
be  much  to  the  honour  of  the  inflitutors 
or  direftors  of  the  myflerious  rites,  to  Ihut 
out  the  greatefl:'  part  of  mankind  from  the 
knowledge  of  the  mofl:  important  truths,  and 
to  communicate  it  only  to  a  few,  under  the 
feal  of  the  moft  impenetrable  fecrecy.  It  cer¬ 
tainly  difcovers  a  more  benevolent,  a  more  dif- 
interefted,  and  noble  fpirit,  in  the  founders  of 
the  Jewifh  and  Chriflian  religion,  to  promul¬ 
gate  the  truth  to  all  mankind.  But  whether 
the  unity  of  deity  was  taught  in  the  myde- 
ries  at  all,  or,  at  leaft,  whether  it  was  taught  in 
any  other  fenfe  than  w'as  generally  done  by  the 
philofophers,  may  be  doubted.  For  it  is  high¬ 
ly  improbable,  that  the  errors  of  Polytheifm, 
or,  at  leaf!,  all  the  errors  of  Polytheifm,  were 
d'etefled  in  thefe  facred  rites.  That  the  initia¬ 
ted  perfevered  in  the  belief  and  in  the  wmrfhip 
of  a  plurality  of  gods,  fcems  to  be  .manifefl:  be¬ 
yond  all  grounds  of  doubt.  It  is  a  mofl;  irn- 
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deniable  fadl,  that  a  of  philofophers  *,  nu¬ 
merous,  powerful,  and  flourifhing  for  feveral 
centuries,  who  were  great  admirers  of  the  my- 
fteries,  and  moft  zealous  to  be  admitted  into 
them,  were  at  the  fame  time  the  warmeft  fup- 
porters  of  Polytheifm,  and  all  its  attendant  fu- 
perditions. 

It  is  not  intended,  in  what  has  been  faid,  to 
depreciate  the  whole  ancient  philofophy,  but 
only  to  fliow,  that  the  apoftle’s  affertion  is  con¬ 
firmed  by  undoubted  fa<d;s.  It  is  but  juft  to 
own,  that  the  writings  of  the  philofophers  con¬ 
tain  many  excellent  truths  and  fine  fentiments, 
and  precepts,  both  of  the  moral  and  devout 
kind,  which  are  very  worthy  of  the  ferious  at¬ 
tention  andperufal  of  Chriftians.  It  is  matter 
of  juft  regret,  that  there  was  no  proper  method 
of  propagating  thefe  pious  and  moral  inftruc- 
tions  among  the  people  in  Heathen  countries  ; 
and  that,  though  there  had  been,  they  could 
not  have  had  much  influence  upon  their  minds, 
engroflTed,  dai'kened,  and  corrupted  with  the 
Jovveft  and  moft  abominable  fuperftitions.  It 
may  be  juftly  doubted,  if  even  the  f  men  of 

learning 

•  Latter  PlatoniAs.  Julian  the  Emperor,  though  an  ado¬ 
rer  of  the  myfleiies,  according  to  the  teftimony  of  a  Hea¬ 
then  htflotian,  an  admirer  of  his  characSter,  continued  to 
believe  in  as  many  gods  as  the  poets  had  deferibed. 

f  It  is  obferved  of  the  Emperor  Julian,  (commonly  called 
the  /ipojlate),  that  though  he  was  celebrated  for  pcrfonal 
cliaftity  and  feverity  of  manners ;  yet  he  kept  fwarms  of 
proflltutes  and  debauchees  publicly  about  his  court,  and  e- 
ven  near  his  perfoo,  in  the  time  of  pifblic  ceremonies. 

There 


th^  Gbrpel-Revelation.  223 

learning  and  education  were  able  to  protefl: 
themfelves  from  the  corrupting  influence  of 
the  low  and  immoral  characters  of  the  gods 
whom  they  thought  themfelves  bound  to  wor- 
Ihip. 

It  may  be  further  confidered  as  a  ftrong 
prefumption  of  the  truth  of  the  apoftle’s  afler- 
tion,  that  as  thofe  of  mankind  before  Chrifl 
who  were  left  to  their  own  wifdom,  did  not  at¬ 
tain  to  the  true  knowledge  of  God ;  in  like 
manner,  thofe  who  have  derived  no  light*  from 
him  fince  that  time,  have  been  and  are  ftill  in 
the  fame  ftate  of  darknefs,  as  to  this  great 
foundation  of  all  religious  knowledge.  Our 
blefled  Saviour  declared,  Matth.  xi.  27.  “  That 

no  man  knoweth  the  Father  but  the  Son, 
“  and  he  to  whonifoever  the  Son  will  reveal 
“  liim.”  This  may  be  confidered  as  a  predic¬ 
tion  ;  and  in  this  view  it  has  been  fufficiently  ve¬ 
rified  by  the  event.  It  cannot  be  fhown,  that, 
during  all  the  long  period  fince  the  firft  ap¬ 
pearance  of  Chriftianity,  any  one  kingdom, 
great  or  fmall,  any  one  city,  village,  or  com¬ 
munity,  has  attained  to  juft  notions  of  the  di¬ 
vine  perfections,  to  comfortable  views  of  divine 
providence,  to  purity  of  worlliip,  to  a  perfeCl 
fyftem  of  morals,  or  to  fteady  hopes  of  im¬ 
mortality,  without  the  aid  of  gofpel-light. 
Surely  the  experience  of  near  four  thoufand 

There  has  been  no  other  account  given  of  this  ihconfift- 
ency,  but  that  he  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  Are w  them 
refpetSl:,  and  do  them  honour,  as  perfons  confecratcd  to  the 
goddefs  Venus,  and  otbei  deities  of  the  like  charatiter. 

years^ 
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years,  mivft  be  admitted  as  a  fatlsfaftory  proof, 
if  not  of  the  infufficleney,  at  leaft  of  the  unfuc- 
cefsfulnefs  of  human  reafon  in  matters  of  re¬ 
ligion. 

As  to  the  abftraft  queftions,  How  far  the 
powers  of  the  human  mind  cOuld  go  in  finding 
out  the  truths  of  religion  ;  either  how  far  one 
man,  who  exercifes  his  reafon  to  the  beft  ad¬ 
vantage,,  could  go  j  or  how  far  the  joint  inqui-- 
ries  of  a  fociety  of  men,,  taking  the  advantage  of 
the  obfervations  and  difeoveries  of  their  prede- 
celTors,  could  carry  their  refearches  ?  it  is  very 
difficult,  and  no  way  material^  to  refolve  them. 
The  only  queftion  of  real  importance  is  con¬ 
cerning  the  faff,  namely.  Whether,  notwitk- 
ftanding  the  vaft  powers' of  the  human  mind^ 
difeovered  by  great  improvements  made  in’ 
many  beneficial  branches  of  knowledge,  fuch’ 
as  geometry,  aftronomy,  legiflation,  morals,- 
aad  arts,  yet  mankind  did  not  ftill  continue  in 
fuch  a  deplorable  ftate  of  darknefs  with  regard, 
to  religious  knowledge,  as  rendered  the  revela¬ 
tion  of  the  gofpel  abfolutely  necelTary  to  ac- 
c.omplifh  the  gracious  defigns  of  Providence, 
and  as  affords  the  higheft  ground  of  thankful- 
nefs  for  Jefus  Chrift,  die  unfpeakable  gift  of 
God  ?  Every  candid  perfon  who  is  acquainted 
with  the  ftate  of  religion  in  the  Heathen  world, 
even  in  its  moft  enlightened  times,  will  be  at  no 
lofs  how  to  anfwer  this  queftion. 

It  is  not  intended  to  enter  into  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  fpeculative  queftion,  How  far  the 
light  of  nature  can  go  ?  It  may  not  periiaps  be 

improper, 
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improper,  to  offer  fomc  general  obfervations 
relating  to  it. 

In  the  firfl  place,  let  it  be  obferved,  that 
we  cannot  certainly  conclude,  from  what  the 
philofophers  have  actually  taught,  that  fo  far 
the  unaided  light  of  reafon  has  gone  ;  becaufe 
we  find  fome  of  the  oldefl:  and  beft  philofo* 
phers  acknowledging,  that  they  did  not  invefti- 
gate  feme  of  their  moft  important  dodtrines, 
but  received  them  from  ancient  traditions.  It 
may  further  deferve  our  attention,  that  thele 
firft  fages,  who  were  not  fo  puffed  up  with 
conceited  notions  of  the  power  of  their  own 
reafon,  as  to  reject  all  traditionary  opinions, 
fpoke  frequently  more  juftly  and  more  wor¬ 
thily  of  Deity  and  Providence,  and  with  lefs  he- 
fitation  of  a  futui'e  ftate,  than  their  fucceffors* 
'  whofe  pride  of  underftanding  made  them  de¬ 
pend  folely  on  the  flrength  of  their  own  rea- 
foning. 

It  is  flill  further  obfervable,  that  we  find 
thefe  more  ancient  philofophers  exprefilng 
fometimes,  in  very  pathetical  terms,  a  deepfenfe 
of  the  uncertainty  of  their  ovrn  reafonings,  and 
of  their  need  of  a  better  guide.  Nay,  fome¬ 
times  they  difeover  ardent  wiflies  at  leaft,  if 
not  fome  faint  expectations,  of  a  divine  inftruc- 
tor.  Thefe  things  are  ftrong  prefumptions, 
that  fome  of  the  beft  doCtrines  of  ancient  phi- 
lofophy,  were  rather  derived  from  old  tradi¬ 
tions  which  were  long  held  venerable,  than 
found  out  by  philofophical  difquifidons. 

Again,  let  us  further  confider,  that  it  is  no> 
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eafy  matter,  to  iis  who  dwell  in  the  midft  of 
light,  even  to  form  a  conception  of  the  oblcu- 
rity,  confufion,  and  uncertainty,  which  may 
have  perplexed  the  thoughts  of  the  moft  know¬ 
ing  men  in  the  ages  of  darknefs.  AVhen  we 
refledt  upon  the  difadvantages  of  their  htua- 
tion,  we  may  fee  ground  to  conclude,  that  it 
i:equired  greater  efforts  of  reafoning  than  w'e 
are  apt  upon  firft  thoughts  to  imagine,  to  af- 
certain  even  fome  points  which  are  commonly 
looked  upon  as  very  pbvious.  For  inftance, 
the  great  fundamental  dodlrine  of  the  unity  of 
God  is  commonly  conhdered  as  extremely 
plain  and  evident,  even  from  reafon.  But  to 
judge  with  more  fairnefs  of  the  obvioufnefs  of 
the  evidence  for  it,  let  us  candidly  attend  to 
the  arguments  which  the  moft  approved  mo¬ 
dern  reafoners  employ  to  eftablifti  it.  They 
ufe  two  forts  of  arguments,  namely,  metaphy- 
ftcal  ones,  and  others  taken  from  the  unity  of 
delign  every  where  apparent  in  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  univerfe,  and  in  the  ftrudlure  of 
particular  beings.  The  firft  kind  of  argu¬ 
ments,  It  will  be  admitted,  are  too  abftradted 
and  refined  to  produce  a  firm  convidtion,  or 
indeed  any  convidtion  at  all.  In  the  minds  of 
the  generality  of  mankind  j  and  the  fecond  fort 
of  them  could  not  have  any  great  or  general 
effedt  in  the  earlier  ages  of  the  world,  before 
philofophy  was  cultivated,  and  the  fyftein  of 
tjie  univerfe  inquired  into.  And  even  after 
philofophy  is  advanced  to  a  conliderable  de¬ 
gree  of  perfedlion,  fety  enter  fo  deeply  into 

philofophical 
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philofophlcal  difcoveries  as  to  feel  the  whole 
force  of  arguments  drawn  from  them.  Per- 

O 

haps  one  would  not  err  much  who  fliould  af- 
fert,  that  the  belief  of  one  Supreme  Deity,  fo 
far  as  it  did  prevail  in  the  Heathen  world,  was 
rather  owing  to  fome  ancient  traditions  on  the 
point,  or  to  a  fuppofed  refemblance  betwixt 
human  governments  and  the  government  of 
the  univerfe,  than  to  any  folid  and  contHncing 
arguments  drawn  from  the  depths  of  philofo- 
phy.  It  might  in  like  manner  be  fliown,  after 
all  that  philofophy  in  its  higheft  ftate  of  im¬ 
provement  has  been  able  to  fuggeft  in  proof  of 
other  points  of  the  utmoft  importance,  better 
and  more  fatisfadlory  evidence,  and  more  ad¬ 
apted  to  the  capacity  and  fituation  of  the 
greatefl:  part  of  mankind,  are  ftill  wanting,  and 
earneftly  wifhed  for,  by  every  one  who  retain^ 
a  ferious  and  devout  fenfe  of  his  prefent  ftate 

of  darknefs,  impeffecTtion,  and  mortality. - 

That  w^e  may  fee  whether  the  gofpel  aftbrds 
any  grounds  of  fatisfaftion,  with  regard  to 
points  of  great  importance  to  the  peace  of  thd 
human  mind,  or  any  grounds  more  level  to 
every  capacity,  let  us  proceed  to  conftder  the 
apoftle’s  fecond  aftertion  in  the  text. 

II.  We  now  proceed  to  the  Second  ader- 
tion  of  the  apoftle  in  the  text  :  It  pleafed  Gody 
by  the  foolifhncfs  of  preachings  to  fane  them  that 
believe.  This  alftertion  implies  principally  three 
things  :  i.  That  the  fcheme  of  falvation 
through  faith  in  the  revelation  of  the  golpel, 
,  -is 
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is  a  vv'ife  one  ;  2.  That  it  is  an  efFe<5lual  one  ; 
and,  3.  That  the  execution  of  it  is  a  chief  ob- 
jefl  of  Divine  Providence.  Let  us  confider 
each  of  thefe  in  their  order. 

I.  As  to  the JlrJli  The  apoftle,  indeed,  in  the 
language  of  the  conceited  pretenders  to  wif¬ 
doni  in  thofe  days,  calls  it  fooliflinefs  ;  yet  at 
the  fame  time  he  plainly  intimates,  that  what 
they  called  foolifhnefs,  was  in  reality  the  moft 
perfeft  wifdom ;  and  in  the  verfes  following 
the  text,  he  exprefsly  calls  it  the  wifdom  of 
God.  It  muft  be  obvious  at  firft  fight,  that 
the  exhibition  of  the  wifdom  of  this  fcheme  in 
the  moft  extenfive  view  gf  it,  as  laid  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world,  and  as  carried  on  in 
a  continued  progrefs,  and  an  amazing  variety 
of  fteps,  fi'om  the  firlf  apoftafy  till  the  reftitu- 
tion  of  all  things,  is  an  undertaking  to  which 
none  of  the  fons  of  men  are  equal.  The  full 
difplay  of  the  beauty  and  marvellous  wifdom  of 
it  in  its  wonderful  contrivance,  and  wonderful 
execution,  from  the  beginning,  to  its  final  ac- 
complifliment,  muft  be  referved  for  a  fund  of 
everlafting  entertainment  in  the  regions  of  per- 
fefl  knowledge.  It  is  our  duty,  in  our  prefent 
ftaic,  to  contemplate  the  obvious  and  ftriking 
wifdom  of  thofe  great  lines  of  it,  which  are 
clearly  reve.aled,  and  are  eafily  comprehended. 
Lvery  one  knows,  that  wifdom  confifts  in  chu- 
fing  the  moft  proper  means  to  accomplilh  the 
beft  ends.  The  great  end  propofed  by  the 
gofpel-revelation,  is  the  deliverance  of  man¬ 
kind  from  a  ftate  of  darknefs,  corruption,  and 
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guilt  ;  and  raifing  them  to  a  Rate  of  light,  pu¬ 
rity,  and  favour  witll  God. 

Whether  we  confider,  the  matter  of 

tills  revelation,  ov  fccondly ,  the  method  of  com¬ 
municating  it,  and  confirming  its  truth,  we 
lhall  difeern  all  pofiible  marks  of  the  higheft 
wifdom. 

I.  The  matter  of  this  revelation  may  be 
fummed  up  under  the  two  heads,  of  doRrines, 
and  precepts. 

17?,  With  regard  to  the  dotlrines,  let  it  be 
obferved,  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  them  to 
inflruftus  in  the  knowledge  of  everything  that 
may  be  really  ufeful  to  us  with  refpe£t  to  the 
interefis  of  tliis  prefent  life,  far  kfs  of  eveiy 
thing  which  from  curiolity  we  may  have  a 
mighty  defire  to  know.  The  gofpel-revela- 
tion  confiders  mankind  In  their  higheft  capa¬ 
city,  as  the  rational  and  accountable  fubjedts  of 
God,  and  as  capable  both  of  prefent  and  future 
happinefs  or  mifery  according  to  their  beha-r 
viour  :  and  it  is  the  chief,  if  not  the  foie  defiga 
of  it,  to  give  us  thofe  views  and  impreffions  of 
our  nature,  of  our  Rate,  of  the  perfections,  the 
counfels,  the  lav/s,  and  the  government  of 
God,  M'hich,  under  the  influence  of  divine 
grace,  are  the  immediate  means  of  the  purity, 
of  the  comfort,  and  of  the  moral  order  and 
perfedlion  of  our  fouls.  As  we  are  corrupted 
and  difordered,  our  natures  are  incapable  of 
their  true  happinefs  till  they  arc  purified,  and 
i-eRored  to  order.  As  we  are  guilty  and  mor¬ 
tal  creatures,  we  can  have  no  true  confolation 
VoL.  II.  U  without 
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without  the  hopes  of  pardon,  and  immortality. 
It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  chief  ufe  and 
excellence  of  the  doctrines  of  revelation,  mull 
lie  in  the  influence  they  have  upon  the  fancStifi- 
cation  and  confolation  of  our  hearts  ;  and  in¬ 
deed,  the  whole  flrain  of  the.  fcriptures  fhows 
us,  that  thefe  are  the  great  ends  of  all  the  dif- 
coveries  of  the  gofpel.  Our  Saviour  evidently 
fuppofes  that  truth  is  of  a  purifying  nature, 
when  he  prays  *,  “  Sandtify  them  through  thy 
“  truth  :  thy  word  is  truth.”  The  apoflle 
teaches  the  fame  dodlrine,  when  he  aflhrts  f , 
that  “  God  hath  from  the  beginning  chofen 
“  us  to  falvation,  through  fandtification  of  the 
“  fpirit  and  belief  of  the  truth  The  apofhle 
John,  after  fpeaking  of  the  truths  of  the  go¬ 
fpel,  adds,  X  “Thefe  things  write  we  unto  you, 
that  your  joy  may  be  full.”  And  indeed  it 
inufl:  be  obvious  to  every  one  who  attends  to 
the  natural  operation  of  truth  upon  the  minds 
of  men,  that  it  is  not  the  precepts  of  Chriflia- 
nity,  but  the  truths  of  it,  which  are  the  dire£l: 
and  immediate  means  of  purifying  and  com¬ 
forting  their  hearts.  It  is  not,  for  Inftance, 
the  precept,  “  Love  not  the  world,”  but  it  is 
the  clear  difcernment  of  the  truth,  that  world¬ 
ly  things  are  vain,  and  infufficient  for  happi- 
nefs,  which  is  the  efiedlual  mean  of  abating  our 
too  ardent  love  and  purfuit  of  them.  It  is  not 
the  precept,  “Humble  yourfelves,”  but  it  is' 
the  clear  view  and  lively  imprefilon  of  the 

•  Joho,  ivii,  17.  I  a  Thef.  ii.  13.  j  John,  i.  4. 
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truth  of  our  ftiue,  as  dependent,  weak,  indi¬ 
gent,  depraved,  and  guilty  creatures,  that  pro¬ 
duces  a  humble  temper  of  mind.  It  is  not  the 
command,  “To  love  God  with  all  your  hearts, 
but  it  is  a  full  view  of  the  truth  of  the  divine 
character,  as  excellent  and  perfe<fl;  in  the  highefi: 
degree,  which  is  the  natural  means  of  kindling 
the  facred  llame  of  love  in  our  breads.  It  is  not 
the  precept,  “  Rejoice  in  the  Lord  Jefus,”  but 
it  is  the  belief  of  the  truth,  as  to  his  glorious 
charadler  and  undertaking,  and  the  mighty  be¬ 
nefits  we  enjoy  and  hope  to  enjoy  by  him, 
which  excites  real  joy  in  our  hearts.  Here 
then  lies  the  excellency  and  wilclom  of  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  gofpel,  that  they  tally  exactly  with 
the  prefent  flate  of  mankind,  and  are  admira¬ 
bly  adapted,  (with  the  concurrence  of  divine 
ailiftance,  which  we  are  encouraged  to  alk),  to 
(cure  every  difeafe,  every  diforuer  of  the  hu¬ 
man  heart  *,  to  beget,  to  cherilh,  and  confirm, 
every  pure,^  every  virtuous,  every  pious  diipo- 
fition ;  and  to  cftablifh  oiir  fouls  in  peace  and 
joy.  Every  one  mud  be  fenfible,  that  the 
bounds  prefcribed  for  this  difcourle  will  not 
permit  me  to  take  all  the  doctrines  of  Chrifti- 
anity  under  confideration,  and  to  diow,  that  the 
firm  belief  of  each  of  them  has  a  natural  ten¬ 
dency  to  cleanfe  us  from  the  filthinefs  of  the 
flelh  and  fpirit,  and  to  perfect  in  us  true  holi- 
nefs,  and  fpiritual  joy.  We  may  jud  mention 
a  few  indances  for  the  illudration  of  the  point. 

Thus,  it  is  a  certain  fa6l,  that  mankind  are. 
at  prefent  in  a  date  of  corruption, .  and  at  the 
^  .  If  2  fame  j 
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f;ime  time  apt  to  be  infenfible  of  the  mifery  and 
danger  Of  it  under  the  government  of  God* 
Purely  nothing  can  be  conceived  more  fit  to  a- 
waken  them,  to  a  juft  fenfe  of  their  condition, 
than  a  meftenger  from  heaven,  clothed  with 
the  authority  of  God,  fetting  before  them  the 
iiitrlnftc  malignity  and  mifery  of  fin,  and  the 
certain,  the  dreadful,  and  eternal  confequcnces 
of  continuing  in  the  love  and  practice  of  it.  If 
we  could  defeend  to  a  particular  view  of  the 
i'everal  diforders  and  corruptions  of  the  fouls  of 
men,  ]t  were  eafy  to  fliow,  that  the  firm  belief 
of  ilie  doelrincs  of  the  gofpel,  is  the  natural  and 
the  beft  antidote  or  remedy  for  each  of  them  : 
and  particularly  it  might  be  Ihown,  that  the 
clear  and  full  manifeftation  which  the  gofpel 
has^given  of  the  charafter  of  God,  and  the 
laws  of  his  moral  government,  and  of  the 
terms  of  i’alvatloa,  are  admirably  calculated  to 
root  out  the  principles  of  fupsrft-kion,*  and 
all  falfe  notions  deftrudlive  to  the  virtue  and 
happinefs  of  mankind,  and  to  plant  in  their 
room  thofe  principles,  which  have  a  natural 
tendency  to  promote  their  virtue,  them  perfec¬ 
tion,  and  felicity.  But  this  would  be  a  fubjetft 
more  proper  for  a  pradtical  treatife,  than  a 
fingle  fermon.  Every,  one  who  has  a  juft  value 
for  the  doctrines  of  the  gofpel,  and  who  takes 
pleafure  in  the  contemplation  of  Divine  Wif- 
dom,  will  trace  out,  with  great  delight,  the  na- 
tomal  operations  and  cftecTts  of  the  truths  of  re¬ 
velation,  on  the  hearts  of  thofe  who  reallv  be- 
*  • 
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A'gain  :  Are  mankind  in  a  ftate  of  guilt  ?  Is 
there  a  fenfe  of  guilt,  and  dread  of  the  Divine 
difpleafure,  fo  univerfal  among  mankind,  in 
Ibme  degree  or  other,  that  it  may  be  conlidcr- 
ed  as  a  charadlerihic  of  the  fpecies  i*  Are  tlie 
minds  of  all  forts  of  men,  from  the  moft  learned 
philofophers  down  to  the  greateft'favages.,  fub- 
jedt,  on  fome  occafions,  and  in  fome  ferious  mo¬ 
ments,  to  fuch  remorfe,  as  makes  them  wifh  for 
fome  method  of  expiating  their  offences  ?  Are 
the  minds  even>of  the  moft  enlightened  men', 
thofe  who  have  the  higheft  ftandard  of  moral- 
perfection,  and  the  quickeft  fenfe  of  duty,  fo 
confcious  of  the  guilt  of  fins  of  lefFer  malignity, 
and  of  the  omiflions  of  what  they  ought  to 
have  done,  that  they  dread  what  the  confe- 
quences  may  be  under  the  government  of  a 
God  of  perfeCf  hollnefs  ?  Does’ not  this  fenfe 
of  guilt  fomctimes  rife  to  fuch  a  degree  of  anx¬ 
iety  as  greatly  to  difturb,  and  fometimcs  even 
to  diflract  the  minds  of  men  ?  Does  the  force 
of  this  natural  fentiment  appear  not  only  in  in¬ 
dividuals,  but  in  the  focieties  of  mankind  ? 
Have  atonements  of  one  fort  or  another,  for  a-* 
verting  the  difpleafure  of  Deity,  been  eftabliOi- 
ed  in  all  national  religions  in  all  ages  of  the“ 

world?  What ‘can  be  conceived  more  admira-- 
/ 

bly  fitted  to  give  relief  and  confolation  to  the 
heart  of  man,  alarmed  with  the  fears  of  de- 
ferved  punilh’ment,  than  the  doClrines  of  the 
gofpel,  *  “  that  God  is  in  Chrifi:,  reconciling 
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the  world  unto  himfelf,  and  not  imputing  to 
men  their  trefpalTes and  that  Jefus  Chrift 
by  his  obedience  and  humiliation  to  death,  even 
the  death  of  the  crofs,  has  offered  up  an  at¬ 
onement  of  the  higheft  dignity,  and  mofi:  per¬ 
fect  and  extenfive  efficacy,  of  which  the  Great 
God,  and  merciful  Governor  of  the  world, 
has  given  the  higheft  teftimony  of  his  accept., 
•ance  *. 

The  time  will  not  allow  me  to  point  out  in 
what  a  variety  of  ways,  and  with  what  divine 
wifdom,  this  doctrine  of  Chrihianity,  with  the 
other  doftrines  of  the  exaltation  of  Jefus  to  be 
a  Prince  and  Saviour,  connected  with  it,  are 
calculated  to  promote  both  the  purity  and  joy 
of  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  men.  Let  it 
only  be  obferved,  that  the  peculiar  doftrines  of 
our  peace,  and  acceptance  with  God,  through 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  that  the  only  acceptable  me¬ 
thod  of  approaching  to  God  in  religious  wor- 

•  There  is  rcafon  to  fufpeA.that  feme  arc  prejudiced  a- 
gainft  the  dofttine  of  Jefus  Chrift’s  being  the  propitiation 
for  the  fins  of  the  world,  from  a  wrong  notion  of  it,  as  im¬ 
plying  that  God  was  rendered  merciful  and  placable  by  it, 
■when  he  was  otherwife  before  :  v/hereas  it  is  the  clear  and 
undifputed  dodlrinc  of  the  gofpel,  that  God  is  eflentially 
benign  and  merciful ;  and  that  the  propitiation  is  fo  far  ' 
from  being  the  caufe  of  the  Divine  mercy,  that  it  is  theef- 
ferSl:  of  it :  i:  was  the  efl'ential  mercy  of  the  Divine  nature, 
which  moved  him  to  appoint  the  atonement,  and  to  accept 
of  it  The  atonement,  through  the  blood  of  Jefus,  is  the 
method  chofen  by  infinite  wifdom  of  extending  his  eflen- 
tial  mercy  to  penitents,  in  a  way  perfedlly  confiftent  with 
the  purity,  the  rightcoufncfs,  the  Order  and  dignity  of  his 
moral  government. 
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Ihip  is  in  the  name  of  Jefus,  have  a  native 
tendency  to  bear  down  that  vanity,  pride,  and 
felf-confidence,  fo  apt  to  arife  in  the  heart  of 
man,  and  to  beget  and  preferve  that  humility 
of  mind,  which  is  the  only  true  foundation,  on 
which  the  whole  fuperftruiliure  of  the  virtues 
of  the  Chriftian  life  can  be  raided.  The  fe- 
rious  and  habitual  fenfe  of  thofe  important 
truths,  muft  carry  along  with  it  an  humbling 
impreffion  of  our  guilt  and  unworthinefs,  while 
at  the  fame  time  it  folaces  our  hearts,  with  the 
exalting  hopes  of  the  favour  of  God,  and  of 
that  eternal  life  which  is  his  gift  through  Jefus 
Chrift. 

We  cannot  conclude  this  head,  without  ob- 
ferving  the  confpicuous  wifdom  of  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  one  Mediator,  the  foie  Head,  the 
foie  Law-giver  and  Judge  of  his  church.  It 
was  a  very  ancient  prediction  concerning  him, 
“  that  to  him  the  gathering  of  the  people 
fhould  be,”  Gen.  xlix.  lo.  There  is  a  later 
one  to  the  fame  purpofe,  John  xi.  52.  “  That 
he  fhould  gather  together  in  one,  the  chil- 
“  dren  of  God  that  were  fcattered  abroad.” 
The  whole  New  Teftament  is  full  of  this  doc¬ 
trine,  “  That  he  is  the  head,  in  whom  all  fulnefs 
“  dwells.”  He  himfelf  foretold,  ‘‘  that  when 
‘‘  he  fhould  be  lifted  up,  he  would  draw  all 
men  after  him.”  It  is  evident  to  every  one, 
that  the  reducing  of  men  under  one  great 
head,  is  the  moft  natural  mean  of  uniting  them 
to  one  another,  and  to  the  great  God  and  Fa¬ 
ther  of  all.  The  moft  ordinary  obfervatioh  of 
-  the 
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the  world,  v/ill  convince  every  one  what  a. 
mighty  power  the  attachment  to  one  chief,  in 
learning,  in  arts,  or  in  government,  always  has, 
to  bind  men  together  in  affe^ion,  and  friendly 
fociety.  This  is  the  ede(il  of  it,  when  there  is 
nothing  but  joint  admiration,  without  depend* 
ence  and  expedlations  j  but  the  effect  is  much 
ftronger,  when  there  is  a  great  depe/idence,  and 
hopes  of  many  great  advantages  common  to 
all,  from  the  power  and  favour  of  the  leader. 
Hov/  much  more  then  muff;  the  fubje<fflng  of 
mankind  to  one  great  and  glorious  Head,  for 
tvhom  they  have  the  higheff  veneration,  from 
whom  they  have  received  the  moff  invaluable 
benefits,  and  on  whom  all  their  future  hopes 
depend,  contribute  to  unite  them  in  the  ffritff* 
cff.  bonds  of  friendftiip  ?  Here  are  all  poflible 
motives  to  the  moff  hearty  and  entire  union 
here  are  no  foui’ces  of  diviffon  and  diffenffon, 
from  competition  of  intereff,  or  rivalihip  in  the 
favour  of  the  prince.  All  faithful  fubj efts  are 
equally  affured  of  his  favour  and  proteftion, 
and  of  being  condufted  forward  to  final  felicity 
and  glory  under  his  divine  adminiftration. 
Perhaps  it  will  be  affeed.  Since  it  is  the  natural 
tendency  of  this  conffitution  to  produce  uniorr, 
w'hy  does  not  the  effeft  follow  ?  why  do  we  not 
fee  a  total  union  among  the  fubjefts  of  this 
kingdom  }  If  this  were  the  proper  place  for  it, 
perhaps  it  might  be  fliown,  that  it  has  produ^ 
ced  very  real  and  vifible  effefts^  befides  thofe  in- 
vifible  ones  which  it  certainly  does  produce  at 
all  times,  on  the  minds  of  all  who  love  our  Lord 


tiie  Gofpel-Hevelatloni 


237 


ijefus  Clirift  in  fincerity.  We  have  ground  to 
hope,  that  it  will  hill  operate  in  a  more  confpr- 
cuous  manner,  even  in  this  world.  The  full 
and  perfe«Sl;  efl’efts  of  it  are  juftly  hoped  for  ih 
fome  future  period,  according  to  the  all-prc- 
valent  prayer  of  the  glorious  Head  himfelf, 
“  That  they  may  be  one,  even  as  we  are  one,” 
John  xvii.  21.  22. 

The  tendency  of  this  divine  appointment  of 
One  Mediator,  the  Head  of  all,  to  unite  man¬ 
kind  unto  God,  is  fo  plain  and  obvious,  that  it 
is  fcarcely  necelTary  to  illuftrate  it.  It  muh  be 
evident  at  hrft  fight,  that  the  fubmiffion  of 
mankind  to  this  one^reat  Head  and  Minifier 
■'of  Frtn'KIcnee,  is  at  the  fame  time- an  actual 
fubjed'don  to  the  Father,  who  appointed  him. 
There  is  an  infeparable  connedtion  betwixt  fub- 
■jection  to  the  Son  of  God,  conftituted  by  the 
Father,  Lord  and  Judge  of  ail,  and  real  fub- 
jedfion  to  the  Father  himfelf.  The  laws  of  the 
Mediator,  are  the  laws  of  God  ;  and  the  very 
firft  and  greatefi:  of  thefe  laws  is,  to  love  the 
one  God,  w'ith  all  our  hearts^  and  with  all  our 
■fouls.  Befides,  Jefus  is  the  image  of  the  invi*- 
fible  God;*  “  He  that  hath  known  him,  knows 
“  the  Father  alfo.”  The  love  of  the  perfect  I- 
mage,  coincides  with  the  love  of  the  all-perfetSt 
Oi'iginal.  f  ‘‘  He  that  hateth  the  Son,  hateth 
“  the  Father  alfo.”  That  union with  God  and 
man,  muft  for  ever  conftitute  the  higheft  per- 
ftftion  and  happinefs  of  our  rational  and  im¬ 
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mortal  natures,  is  a  truth  fo  plain  and  evident, 
that  it  needs  neither  explication  nor  proof. 

We  lhall  conclude  this  part  of  the  fubjefl, 
by  obferving,  that  this  circumflance,  that ‘the 
great  Mediator  was  once  vihble  in  a  body,  ta¬ 
bernacling  among  mankind,  is  not  to  be  over- 
•looked  in  an  inquiry  into  the  wifdom  of  the 
Chriftian  fcheme.  For,  by  dwelling  in  flefh, 
he  was  qualified  to  infiruft  us  in  the  will  of 
God  in  a  familiar  manner  ;  to  fet  us  a  perfect 
example  of  all  virtues,  in  a  real  human  cha- 
ra£ler  ;  to  have  a  fellow-feeling  of  our  infinni-r 
ties  ;  and  to  fufi'er  and  die  as  a  propitiation  for 
our  fins.  To  which,  perhaps,  it  may  be  added, 
that  as  the  mind  of  man  iecms  fomehow  to. 
{land  in  need  of  fomething  vifible,  on  which 
the  imagination  can  lay  hold,  and  reflitfelf; 
the  gofpel  is  wifely  accommodated  to  this  de¬ 
mand  of  human  nature.  When  we  meditate 
on  our  glorious  Mediator,  who  is  now  invi- 
fible,  under  the  characters  of  our  great  In- 
ftruCtor,  Hlgh-priefi:,  and  Law-giver,  we  can 
more  eafily  ftay  our  imaginations,  and  fix  our 
thoughts,  by  reflecting  upon  him  as  once  vi¬ 
fible  in  our  nature,  than  we  could  have  done, 
had  he  been  a  purely  angelical  being,  who- had 
never  appeared  in  a  vifible  form  upon  earth,  or 
converfed  with  mankind. 

tdly^  We  now  proceed  to  the  fecond  head 
under  which  we  fummed  up  the  matter  of 
Chriftianity,  namely,  the  precepts  of  it.  Ilcre 
it  is  not  intended  to  explain,  or  illuftrate,  the 
purity  and  perfection  of  the  Chrifidan  precepts, 
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or  to  compare  them  with  any  other  fyftems  of 
morals,  which  may  have  been  held  in  efteem  a- 
mong  mankind,  that  their  fuperior  excellency 
may  thence  appear.  Let  it  fuffice  at  prefent  to' 
obferve,  that  though  the  precepts  of  our  holy 
religion  are  not  the  direfl  and  immediate 
means  of  our  fanflification  and  comfort,  as  has 
been  fhown  under  the  former  head  ;  yet  they 
are  real,  though  more  remote,  means  of  them, 
and  as  important  and  elTential  parts  of  the  go- 
fpel  as  the  dodtrines  themfelves.  It  is  the  laws 
of  Chriftianity  which  fet  before  us  that  ftand- 
ard  of  moral  perfedlion,  which  we  ought  to 
have  always  full  in  our  eye  :  they  lay  us  under 
the  folemn  and  indifpenfable  obligation  to  a- 
fpire  perpetually  to  nearer  conformity  to  the 
perfedtioos  and  to  the  will  of  God  in  all  holi-- 
nefs  of  heart  and  life.  It  is  the  laws  of  Jefus 
which  enjoin  us  in  the  ftrongefi:  and  the  moft 
facred  manner,  to  employ  our  moft  ferious  at¬ 
tention  upon  the  truths  of  his  religion,  to  in¬ 
culcate  them  upon  ourfelves,  till  they  produce 
their  full  effedl  on  the  purity  and  comfort  of 
our  fouls :  and  indeed,  without  a  humble  con- 
feioufnefs  that  we  have  endeavoured  to  govern 
ourfelves  by  the  laws  of  our  religion,  as  far  as 
human  infirmity  will  permit,  we  can  have  no 
well-grounded  hope  of  the  favour  of  (Jod,  and 
of  that  happy  “  immortality  which  is  brought 
“  to  light  by  the  gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift.” 

'  2.  Having  taken  this  general  view  of  the 

matter  of  the  revelation  of  the  gofpel,  we 
now  go  forward  to  confidcr  what  was  propofed 

in 
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in  the  fecond  place  *,  the  manner  of  communi¬ 
cating  it,  and  of  confirming  the  truth  of  it. 

The  wifdom  of  the  gofpel  is  no  lefs  confpi- 
cuous  in  the  manner  of  communicating  its  in- 
ftruclion  than  in  the  matter  of  it.  That  faith 
in  the  teftimony  of  a  divine  teacher,  is  a  me¬ 
thod  of  inflruflion  more  fuited  to  the  prefent 
ftatc  of  mankind,  titan  that  of  laboured  de- 
duflions  of  reafon  and  philofophy,  is  evident 
on. the  fmallefl  refleiftion.  The  bulk  of  man¬ 
kind  never  were,  nor  are  at  prefent,  in  fuch  a 
fituation,  that  they  could  reafon  out  a  clear 
and  full  fyftem  of  the  timths  of  religion  for 
themfclves,  or  even  follow  the  trains  of  reafon- 
ings  of  others,  fo  as  to  receive  fatisfaffory  con- 
Viftion  from  them.  But  when  the  doftrines  of 
relision  are  delivered  as  communications  from 
the  Father  of  lights,  by  a  perfon  who  has  given 
full  evidence  of  his  divine  commiflion,  there  is 
not  only  a  plain  foundation  laid  for  giving  cre¬ 
dit  to  his  teifimony,  but  it  is  accompanied  with 
an  authority  which  commands  the  attention  of 
the  human  mind,  and  impofes  an  obligation 
upon  it  to  believe  and  obey,  Thoufands,  nay, 
millions  of  mankind,  may  be  brought  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  truths  and  duties  of  natural 
religion,  in  this  u^ay,  who  could  never  have  at¬ 
tained  to  it  by  difquifitions  of  philofophy,  and 
as  to  the  peculiar’  truths  of  divine  revelation, 
there  is  no  other  way  of  attaining  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  them. 

The  gofpel-method  of  inftruflion  is  further 
accommodated,  with  the  moft ftriking  wifdom, 
t  to 
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to  the  cli’cumftances  of  mankind;  as  it  not  only 
employs  the  plained  and  moft-fimple  expref- 
fions  and  fimilitudes,  in  the  delivery  of  its  doc¬ 
trines  and  precepts  ;  but  it  takes  the  afGllance 
of  fuch  faffs  and  examples,  -as  the  lov/eft  un- 
derftanding  can  cafily  comprehend,  and  the 
weakeft  memory  may  ealily  retain  .  Does  the 
gofpel  teach  the  rejoicing  doctrine  of  the  refur- 
rection  of  the  dead  ?  it  not  only  does  it  l>y 
plain  aflertions,  but  examples  of  dead  perfona 
raifed  to  life.  Does  it  teach  that  the  Saviour 
hv'.s  the  power  of  forgiving  ilns  he  exercifes, 
■in  the  view  of  all,  that  very  power,  by  delivering 
men  frona  thofc  difeafes  which  are  the  ptinilh- 
ments  of  tin  :  again  ;  Is  the  one  eternal  God, 
the  creator  of  all  things,  too  great,  and  too 
glorious  an  object,  for  our  weak  minds  to  be¬ 
hold  ?  would  his  unvailed  glory  quite  over- 
.power  our  feeble  natures  ?  Ihe  gofpel  exhi¬ 
bits  him  to  Its  in  a  mild  and  ihaded  glory,  in 
tlie  perfon,  the  chai^acler,  and  conduct  of  Jefus, 
“  who  is  the  vifiblc  image  of  the  invifible  God.” 
The  divine  perfeftions  and  providence  are  re- 
prefented  to  us  in  him,  in  a  way  fuited  to  our 
low  capacities.  "When  our  Saviour  faid,  “  I 
“  will,  be  thou  clean,”  and,  “  Man,  hretch 
“  forth  thy  withered  hand,”  and  the  effect  in- 
ftanianeoufly  followed,  he  gave  a  ftriking  re- 
pieientation  of  that  almighty  creative  power 
which  brought  this  univerfe  into  exigence. 
When  he  laid  to  the  Tea,  “  Be  thou  calm,”  he 
gave  an  image  of  the  fovereign  dominion  of 
God  over  all  nature.  His  many  -unerring 
.  VoL.  II.  X  prediftions 
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prediflions  of  future  events,  were  a  lively  re- 
pi'efentation  of  that  divine  foreknowledge  and 
omnifcience,  which  fees  at  one  view  the  whole 
feries  of  events  from  the  beginning  to  the  end 
of  time.  It  were  eafy  in  like  manner  to  fliow, 
that  the  fpotlefs  purity,  the  difinterefted  and 
ever-aflive  goodncfs,  the  melting  compaflion, 
the  unconquerable  meeknefs,  the  incomparable 
lenity,  and  forgiving  temper,  of  the  Son  of 
man,  manifefled  in  his  character  and  condudl, 
are  the  jufteft  and  nobleft  reprefentations  of 
the  moral  perfe<ftions  of  God. 

Add  to  this,  that  in  the  life  of  Jefus  we 
have  all  the  Chriftian  virtues  fet  before  us,  in 
their  full  perfection,  as  patterns  for  our  imita¬ 
tion  :  and  this  is  done  in  a  feries  of  faCls  well 
calculated  to  inform  the  judgement,  to  warm 
•  the  affections,  and  to  make  a  lafting  impref- 
yfion  upon  the  memory.  This  pattern  is  not 
only  perfect,  and  fuited  to  our  condition,  but 
is  further  inforced  by  the  dignity  of  the  perfon, 
and  by  the  fweet  but  powerful  influence  ac¬ 
companying  the  idea  of  the  Friend,  the  Bene- 
faCtor  and  Saviour.  Befides,  we  have  in  Jefus, 
not  only  a  pattern  of  all  virtue,  but  a  pattern 
alfo  of  the  reward  that  fhali  be  beftowed  upon 
-it.  “  As  he  overcame,  and  is  fet  down  with 
his  Father  on  his  throne  *  if  we  over¬ 
come  the  temptations  of  the  world,  he  will 
grant  to  us  to  fit  down  with  him  on  his  throne. 
Here  is  a  proof  from  faCf,  of  a  future  reward. 
And  furely  a  more  elevating  and  triumphant 
Rev.  ih",  ar. 
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confideratlon  cannot  enter  into  the  h^art  of 
man,  than  this,  that  oiir  common  nature  is  al¬ 
ready  crowned  with  glory  and  honour,  in  the 
perfon  of  Jefus  Chrift  ;  and  that,  if  we  refemble 
him  in  purity  and  goodnefs  here,  we  lhall  be 
made  like  unto  him  in  felicity  and  glory  here¬ 
after. 

Again  :  The  diviire  wifdom  of  the  method  in 
which  Chrihianity  is  confirmed,  will  appear,  if 
w-e  confider,  that  the  proofs  which  it  offers  of 
its  truth,  are  not  fuch  fubtile  and  diliicult  rea- 
fonings  as  may  perplex  the  minds  of  man¬ 
kind,  but  they  are  either  appeals  to  the  natu¬ 
ral  fentiments  of  the  human  heart,  or  to  fuch 
fa^ls  and  events  as  lie  open  to  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  pciTons  of  all  capacities.  AVhat  is 
commonly  called  the  internal'  evidence  of 
Chrihianity,  is  nothing  elfe  but  an  appeal  to 
the  heart  of  man,  as  to  the  excellency  of  its 
do^rines  and  precepts,  and  as  to  the  perfect 
purity,  goodnefs,  and  integrity,  of  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  its  author.  The  external  evidence,  frOin 
miracles  and  prophecies,  are  every  way  fuited 
to  work  on  the  minds  of  all  mankind. 

Miracles  are  the  feals  of  heaven,  and  ftrike 
convi^lion  at  once.  But  befides  their  being 
the  inoft  authentic  evidences  of  the  divine 
commiflion  of  him  that  performs  them,  and 
of  the  truth  of  the  doffrines  which  he  pu- 
biilhes,  they  at  the  fame  time  are  the  moft  ir- 
refiftible  proofs,  that  this  vifible  world  has  a 
fuperior,  who  can  alter  and  change  its  order 
and  laws  at  his  pleafure.  Some  of  the  inqui- 
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ring  and  pKilofophical  part  of  mankind,  have 
inclined  to  conclude,  from  tire  regularity  and 
liability  of  the  order  of  the  material  world, 
that  it  cannot  be  changed  by  any  power  what- 
fover;  nay,  that  this^  whole  of  things  is  the  eter¬ 
nal  and  feif-exiftent  Being.  Mh'acles  are  the 
ihorteft  and  mo  ft  unanfwerable  confutation  of 
this  impious  and  atheifticai- opinion. 

The  other  great  proof  of  Chriftianity,  taken- 
from  the  accompllftiment  of  prophecies,  is  like- 
wife  accommodated,  with  the  higheft  wifdom, 
to  the  condition,  of  mankind.  '  Predictions  of 
whole  feriefes  of  events,  the  moft  confpicuous, 
the  moft  memorable,  the  moft  interefting,  of 
all  others  in  the  courfe  of  the  world,  and 
quite  beyond  the  reach  of  all  human  forefight, 
Tvhen  perceived  to  he  exaCtly  accomplilhed, 
can  fcarce  fail  to  ftrike  perfons  of  all  condi¬ 
tions  and  of  all  capacities,  and- produce  a  con¬ 
viction  of  the  moft  fatisfaClory  kind,  of  a  fu- 
preme  intelligence  and  wifdom,  conducting 
all  the  aftairs  of  the  world.  How  much  the 
belief  of  a  Providence  directing  and  governing 
all  things,,  elevates  the  human  mind,  and  tills 
it  with  a  pure  and  facred  joy,  the  experience 
of  all  virtuous  perfons  will  abundantly  teftify. 
And  at  the  fame  time  the  undoubted  accom- 
pliihment  of  thefe  prophecies,  gives  the  fuileft 
iinisfaCtion,  that  the  perfon  who  delivered 
them,  knows  the  counfcls  and  will  of  God  in 
other  inftances,  and  mav  be  fafelv  relied  on. 
when  he  fpeaks  in  the  name  of  God,  and  de¬ 
clares  his  will,  either  concerning  the  rules 
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of  life,  and  the  terms  upon  which  iinners  may 
be  received  into  his  fiivour,  or  concerning  the 
future  and  eternal  date  of  thofe  who  embrace 
and  of  thofe  who  reject  the  gofpel. 

This  argument  from  prophecy  is  peculiarly 
adapted  to  eftablifla  the  mind  in  the  fulled: 
perfuadon  of  the  certainty  of  what  the  gofpei 
reveals  concerning  a  future  judgement,  the 
refurredlion  of  the  dead,  and  a  happy  immor¬ 
tality  beyond  death  and  the  grave.  It  mud 
be  acknowledged,  that  the  accomplifhment  of 
numberlefs  former  prediftions  is  the  bed 
pledge  and  fecurity,  that  thofe  which' are  not 
yet  accomplilhed,  fliafl  alfo  come  to  pafs  in 
God’s  due  time.  The  acuted  philofophers 
readily  admit,  that  the  dodrine  of  the  im- 
mor*^ality  of  the  foul  is  incapable  of  ftri<d  de- 
mondrative  evidence  j  yet  without  the  per- 
faadon  of  it,  all  other  doctrines,  even  thofe  of 
a  good  God,  and  wife  Providence,  though 
never  fo  fully  demondrated,  can  impart  but 
feeble  and  imperfedt  confolation  to  the  hearts' 
of  mortal  creatures.  Where  then  fhall  we  go 
for  fatisfadion  as  to  this  mod  iniereding  of 
all  quedions  ?  Shall  we  dt  down  at  the  feet 
of  the  philofophers,  who  acknowledge  they  ' 
cannot  fatisfy  us?  ShalTwe  rely  on  their- 
conjedures  and  probable  reafonings  ?  Or^ 
Ihall  we  hearken  to  the  prophetic  Spirit,  which 
has  been  tried,  and  found  faithful  in  all  in¬ 
dances  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  * 
this  day  ?  Surely  that  Spirit  which  has  given 
the  mod  convincing  evidence  imaginable'’,  that  ' 
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k  forefaw  the  Xvhole  train  of  events  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end  of  this  world,,  may  be 
relied  upon  as  befl  qualified  to  inform  us  of 
what  is  to  follow  after  the  diflTolutioa  of  the 
prefent  ftate  of  things. 

To  conclude  :  It  is  a  further  proof  of  the 
wifdom  of  prophecy  as  a  principal  evidence 
of  divine  revelation,  that  it  gives  the  ftrong- 
eft  prefumption  of  the  reality  of  miracles. 
For  if  there  are  the  moft  convincing  proofs, . 
that  fome  men  have,  been  endowed  with  ex-. 
traordinary,  nay  fupernatural  knowledge  and. 
forefight,  this  renders  it  highly  probable,  that 
the  fame  peiTons,  or  others  for  the  fame  great: 
and  good  ends,  may  alfo  have  been  endow¬ 
ed  with  miraculous  powers.  And  thus,  we 
who  live  in  the  prefent  age,  and  have  equal,  if 
not  in  fome  refpecls  fuller,  evidence  of  the  ful¬ 
filment  of  prophecies,  than  thofe  who  lived  in; 
former  ones,  may  juflly  confider  the  argu¬ 
ment  from  prophecy  as  a  firong  confirmation* 
of  all  the  other  evidences  with  which  the  re¬ 
ality  of  the  gofpel-miracles  is  afcertained. 
From  what  has  been  fuggefted  it  appears,  that 
whether  we  confider  the  matter  of  the  Chri- 
iiian  revelation,  the  mamter  of  communicating 
it,  or  the  kind  (^f  evidence  with  which  it  is  fup- 
ported,  we  fhall  find,  they  all  concur  to  afcer- 
tain  the  perfedf  wifdom  of  its  author.  If  any 
one  pretends  to  call  inqueflion  the  perfedf  pro-- 
pricty  and  fitnefs  of  the  means  which  the  di¬ 
vine  wifdom  has  chofen  in  the  gofpel  to  en-- 
lighten,  to  convert,  and  fave  mankind,  it  is  in¬ 
cumbent  - 
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c\imbent  upon  him  to  devife  another  fet  of 
means  better  calculated  to  accomplilh  thefe 
great  and  good  ends.  On  this  point  we  may 
be  fecure,  and  fafely  challenge  the  utmoh:  ef¬ 
forts  of  human  imagination  to  form  any  fcheme, 
the  wifdom  of  which  will  be  able  to  bear  any 
coinparifon  .with  the  wifdom  of  the  gofpel. 
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The  Subjed  continued. 

By  William  Leechman,  D.  D. 

I  Cor.  i.  2i;- 

For  after  thaty  in  the  xvijdom  of  Cody  the  world 
by  wifdom  knew  not  God,  it  pleafed  God  by  the 
fooli/Jonefs  of  preaching  to  fave  them  that  be¬ 
lieve. 

II.  ^  fl  ■>  HE  fecond  oh^ev\2iX\on  is.  That  the  a- 
JL  poftle’s  aflertion  implies,  oi’  rather 
indeed  expreffes,  that  this  fcheme  of  the  falva- 
tion  of  mankind  by  the  gofpel-revelation  fhalh- 
be  made  effedlual.  It  has  pleafed  Goda6Iually 
to  fave  by  it  thofe  who  embrace  and  fubmit  to 
it.  The  efFedts  of  Chriftianity  are  too  large  a 
fubjedt  to  be  treated  here  at  full  length:  let  if 
fuffice  at  prefent  to  make  a  few  obfervations. 

Such  as,  firft,  That  many  of  the  moft  real 
and  important  effects  of  the  difpenfation  of  the 
gofpel  are  of  a  filent  and  invifible  nature,  and" 
'  cannot  admit  of  fuch  proof  as  is  not  liable  to 
difpute  and  cavil  among  thofe  who  love  obfcu- 
rity  and  doubtfulnefs.  We  cannot  draw  alide 
the  vail  which  hides  the  invifible  world,  and 
fhow  the  myriads  who  through  faith  in  Jefus 
Ghrrft  already  inherit  the  promifes,  and  rejoice 
in  the  full  and  uninterrupted  alTurance  of  the 
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favour  of  God.  Neither  can  the  fecret  yet 
powerful  efficacy  of  the  do£lrines  of  Chrilti- 
anity,  in  turning  many  millions  in  this  prcfent 
ffiate  “  from  darknefe  to  light,  from  the  power 
of  fin  and  Satan  to  the  fervice  of  the  living, 
“  God,”  and  in  pouring  the  moft  divine  con- 
folations  into  their  hearts,  under  the  difireffes 
of  life,  and  in  the  hour  of  death,  be  demon- 
ftrated  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  filence  thofe  who 
are  determined  to  gainiay  it. 

Secondly,  it  may  be  obferved,  that  as  the 
principles  of  Chriftianity  have  an  undoubted, 
natural,  and  invariable  tendency  to  produce 
good  effiedls,  and  as  they  have  taken  hold  of 
the  minds  of  innumerable  multitudes  of  man¬ 
kind  through  a  courfe  of  ages,  they  mufi:  have 
produced  them  in  Ibme  degree.  To  fay,  that 
no  good  effedls  have  been  produced  in  any  de¬ 
gree,  or  in  any  one  infiance,  by  the  principles 
of  the  gofpel,  though  acknowledged  to  be  be¬ 
lieved,  amounts  to  a  denial  of  the  tendency  of 
them.  This'is  what  the  higheft  fcepticinn  will 
not  venture  to  afiert.  But  we  do  not  reit  cha 
argumetit  upon  the  tendency,  but  afiert,  that 
Chrifiianity  has  a£iually  produced' good  efte^ts, 
as  confpicuous  and  undeniable,  at  leafi,  as  were 
ever  produced  by  any  other  principles  whate¬ 
ver.  And  thatthey  were  the  efFedts  ofChriftia- 
nity  in  the  fifidtefi  fenfe,  and  cannot  be  aferi- 
bed  to  any  other*  caufes,  we  maintain  on  thefe 
three  grounds  :  Firjl,  Becaufe  they  flowed  na¬ 
turally  from  the  principles  of  Chrifiianity  ;  Se~ 
cendfy,  Becaufe  they  were  produced  on  thofe 
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only' who  believed  and  profelTed  them*,  and, 
Tl^irdly,  Becaufe  they  were  not  accidental  and 
tranfitory  efFc<rts,  but  as  lafling  and  heady  as 
the  principles  themlclves,  and  accompanied 
them  where-ever  they  fpread.  For  inftance, 
the  great  fundamental  doflrine  of  one  only 
God,  the  foie  objefi;  of  worfljip,  and  to  be 
wprfiiipped  throtigh  one  Mediator,  and  the 
pvmcipal  part  of  wliofc  worlhip  conhfts  in  ra- 
tio’ia]  prayers  and  piaifes,  and  imitation  of  his 
moral  perfedlicms,  as  it  has  a  natural  tendency 
to  extirpate  the  pi  inciples,  of  Polytheifu'  .ntd 
fqperftition,  fo  it  did  in  fa<SV  extirpate  thciij  jn 
the  moft  vifible  manner.  Thofe  who  embraced 
this  great  eilential  principle,  at  once  threw  oiF 
that  Immenfe  load  of  fuperftitious  pradtices,  to 
which  the  dodlrine  of  numberlels  objects  of 
worfliip  had  formerly  fuhje^ed  them.  The  civil* 
and  ecclehaftical  hiftory  of  the  firft  ages  of 
Chrifrianity,  affords  the  fulleff  evidence,  that 
the  converts  to  ChriHianity  would  not  join  in 
any  one  rite  or  ceremony  performed  in  honour 
of  the  Heathen  gods,  huch  a  mighty  revolu¬ 
tion  did  the  belief  of  one  God  produce,  not 
only  in  the  minds,  but  in  the  practice  of  Chri- 
ftians.  The  hihory  of  the  pevfecuiions  under 
the  Heathen  emperors,  in  which  they  fuffered 
death  in  the  moft  formidable  fliapes,  rather 
than  offer  incenfe  or  fitcriiice  to  a  Heathen  god, 
16:  a  handing  demonftration  of  the  undoubted 
effects  which  their  principles  had  upon  them. 
i\nd  it  is  certain,  that  where  -ever  Chriltianity 
fpread,  it  entirely  demoliihed  Polytheifm,  and 
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'.ril  its  appendages  *,  lb  that  now  for  more 
than  a  thoufand  years,  iacenfe  has  not  been 
oSered,  or  a  libation  made,  to  any  Heatheh 
deity,  through  the  greatcft  part  at  leaft  of  the 
Pioman  empire.  It  is  fo  evident,  that  thefe  ef- 
fe^s  bear  all  the  three  characters  mentioned  4- 
bove,  of  real  and  genuine  ones,  that  it  needs 
not  be  particularly  illuftrated.  And  if  we  can¬ 
didly  compare  this  change  which  Chriftianity 
has  introduced,  with  the  change  made  by  any 
feft  of  philofophy,  any  inftitution  of  religion 
or  civil  government,  we  fhall  be  at  no  lofs  to 
determine  which  is  the  greateft. 

Again:  d'he  effeClof  the  Chriftian  principles, 
in  abolilliing  the  evocation  of  demons,  with  all 
the  train  of  abfurd,and  fometimes  horrid,  prac¬ 
tices  which  accompanied  it,  is  extremely  re¬ 
markable.  The  hiftoi'y  of  the  Heathen  world 
allows  us  no  room  to  doubt,  that  not  only  the 
vulgar,  but  the  moft  learned  philofophers  and 
emperors,  were  addicted,  almoft  to  a  degree  of 
frenzy,  to  the  practice  of  theurgic  or  diabolical 
rites’^,  as  certain  means  of  maintaining  com¬ 
munion 

•  There  were  two  kinds  of  magic  in  the  Heathen  world  ; 
-the  one  was  called  Theurgy,  and  the  other  Sorcery.  The 
flrfl  was  employed  in  the  woilhip  of  the  good  and  benefi¬ 
cent  demons  :  and  however  Orange,  fanatical,  and  abfurd 
it  really  was;  yet  in  the  opinion  of  ihofe  who  pratflifed  it, 
it  was  a.divine  art,  which  had  no  other  aim  than  to  purify 
and  perfect  the  fouls  of  men  ;  and  thofe  who  were  fo  hap¬ 
py  as  to  perform  the  rites  of  it  in  a  right  manner,  enjoyed 
-intimate  communion  with  the  demons,  were  inverted  with 
alL  thcir  powers,  and  admitted  to  the  full  vifion  of  their 
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munion  with  the  demons,  and  of  obliging  them 
to  comply  with  their  delires.  As  the  renun¬ 
ciation  of 'all  communion  v/ith  demons  was  the 
natural  tendency  of  the  belief  of  Chriftianity, 
•lb  we  End  in  faff  that  it  fometimes  produced 
this  cffecl;  in  an  immediate  and  inftantaneous 
manner.  Acts  of  the  Apoftles,  xix.  17.  18. 
19.  “  And  this  Avas  known  to  all  the  Jews 
and  Greeks  alfo  .dwelling  at  Ephefus  5  and 
“  fear  fell  on  them  all,  and  the  name  of  the 
“  Lord  Jefus  was  magnified.  And  many 
“  that  believed  came,  and  confefled,  and  ihew- 
cd  their  deeds.  Many  alfo  of  them  which 
ufed  curious  arts,  brought  their  books  toge- 
then,  and  burned  them  before  all  men  :  and 
“  they  counted  the  price  of  them,  and  found  it 
“  fifty  thoufand  pieces  of  filver.”  That  thefe  curi¬ 
ous  books  contained  the  rules  to  be  obferved  for 
the  acceptable  performance  of  the  magical  ot 
theurgic  arts,  is  acknowledged  by  all  inquirers 
into  antiquity. 

it  deferves  our  particular  attention,  in  an  e- 
numeration  of  the  good  efTefls  of  the  revela- 

cilencc.  Tlie  other  kind  (viz.  Screcry)  was  employed  only 
in  ihe  worfliip  of  the  wicked  demons.  The  ceremonies  of 
it  were  horrible  and  fhocking,  and  the  end  propofed  by  it 
was  to  do  mifcliief,  and  to  perpetrate  crimes.  Th'  dif- 
tindtion  ought  to  be  carried  along  with  us  in  judging  of  ma¬ 
ny  of  the  highefl  charadlers  in  the  ancient  world  The 
kind  of  magic  to  wh'ch  they  were  devoted,  gives  groi  nJ 
for  a  confidenble  difference  in  the  judgement  we  form  of 
them.  Whether  the  paffage  in  iptli  of  the  AtSls  refers  to 
the  one  or  other  of  thefe  kinds  of  magic,  ot  to  both,  we 
lhall  not  now  inquire. 
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'tion  of  the  gofpel,  that  the  hibje^tion  of  Chri- 
ftians  to  oae  great  head,  their  foie  Infliu^tor 
and  Lawgiver,  has  produced  Rich  an  unity  of 
faith, as  to  many  cflcntial.articles  both  of  natu- 
tural  and  revealed  religion,  as  (notVvdthdanding 
differeitces  of  opinion  in  lefler  matters)  was  ne¬ 
ver  found  in  the  Heathen  world.  It  has  like- 
wife  produced  an  uniform  reception  of  a  body 
of  moral  laws,  of  fuch  acknowledged  excel¬ 
lence,  that  nothing  even  in  imagination  can  be 
conceived  more  pure  and  perfect.  Thefe  ef¬ 
fects  of  this  divine  conftitution  of  one  glorious 
head,  arc  more  impoitant  and  iignal  than  is 
commonly  imagined,  and  muft  always  prove  a 
real  loundation  of  union  among  Chriilians. 

The  dodtrine  too  of  the  all  iulhcient  facri- 
fice  of  the  great  High-prielt  of  our  profeffion, 
who  by  “  one  offering  hath  perfected  for  ever 
“  them  that  are  fandtified,”  has  put  an  end  to 
the  pradtice  of  animal  facrihees,  as  well  as  to 
the  more  horrid  cultom  of  human  ones,  both 
which  prevailed  in  the  greateft  part  of  the  an¬ 
cient  world. 

That  the  genius  of  Chriftianity  Is  kind  and 
benign,  muft  be  admitted  by  every  one  who  at¬ 
tends  to  it.  According  to  the  Chriftian  doc¬ 
trine,  “  God  is  love,  and  dwells  in  lovef’ 
and  the  great  Mediator  was  animated  in  the 
whole  of  his  undertaking  by  the  fame  generous 
and  divine  principle.  The  laws  of  Jefus  breathe 
nothing  but  love  and  tendernefs  ;  and  his 
whole  life  is  one  continued  proof  of  the  moft 
dilinterefted  and  unwearied  beneficence.  The 
VoL.  II.  Y  Chrlftiab 
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Chrlftian  heaven  is  the  land  of  love  and  of  e- 
verlafting  friendfliip.  This  benign  fpirit  of  our 
holy  religion  has  manifefted  itfelf  in  producing 
the  moft  beneficial  effe£ls,  in  a  variety  of  ways, 
where-ever  it  has  been  received  andunderftood. 
The  influence  of  it  upon  the  civil  laws  of  na¬ 
tions,  in  making  them  more  gentle  and  merci¬ 
ful  than  they  were  before,  mufl:  be  owned  by 
all  who  have  read  hiftory  with  a  proper  at¬ 
tention. 

The  laws  prohibiting  the  expofition  of  in¬ 
fants,  and  the  bloody  and  barbarous  entertain¬ 
ment  of  gladiators  * ;  the  laws  and  cuftoms 

foftening 

•  Thofe  who  ha\’e  not  attended  to  hiftory  ar«  apt  to  i- 
magine,  that  the  exhibition  of  gladiators  was  a  rare  thing, 
and  that  when  it  happened  a  few  pairs  only  were  enga¬ 
ged.  But  it  was  far  otherwife.  Under  the  Roman  empe¬ 
rors  this  inhuman  entertainment  coft  innumerable  lives. 
C^far,  when  edilc  gave  310  gladiators.  Gordian,  in  the 
lime  of  his  edilefliip,  exhibited  twelve  entertainments, 
that  is  one  for  each  month  :  in  fome  of  ihefe  there  wer.e 
S06  champions,  and  in  none  of  them  Icfs  than  150  :  ta¬ 
king  it  at  a  medium,  he  muft  have  exhibited  at  the  very 
Icaft  3000.  Titus  exhibited  thefe  cruel  fhows  for  100  days 
together.  The  good  and  m.oderatc  Trajan,  continued 
thele  ipetftacles  for  J13  days,  and  in  that  time  gave  10,000. 
When  we  cotifider  how  many  different  ranks  of  people 
gave  thefe  entertainments,  cdiles,  pretors,  queftors,  con- 
iuls,  emperors,  and  piiefts,  befides  private  perfons  at  fy- 
nerals,  (which  became  fo  common  a  prailice,  that  it  was 
an  article  in  a  laft  will),  we  muft  he  convinced,  that  the 
numbers  were  incredible.  Wh.it  adds  to  the  inhumanity 
of  this  cuftom  is,  that  it  was  defigoed  for  a  gay  entertain¬ 
ment,  and  attended  as  fuch.  This  horrible  cuftom  grew' 
to  fuch  an  extravagance,  that  it  was  found  necefiary  to 
jnctdeifUe  it  by  lav*  in  ihc  time  of  the  Heathen  emperors. 

CooftaBtice 
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ibfteningor  abolillilng  flavery,  and  thofe  regu¬ 
lating  the  commerce  betwixt  the  fexes,  by  for¬ 
bidding  Polygamy,  and  reftraining  the  licenti- 
oufnefs  of  divorcing,  have  all  flowed  from  the 
fpirit  of  Chriftianlty,  and  have  prevented  much 
mifery,  and  been  the  fources  of  great  happinefs 
to  mankind  *. 

It  is  not  necefTary  to  infifl;  at  full  length  on 
the  vilible  good  eflebts  of  Chriftianlty  on  the 
tempers  and  manners  of  the  flrfl:  Chriftians. 
If  we  were  to  produce  here  the  whole  evidence 
we  have  for  the  diftinguifhed  purity  and  good- 
nefs  of  the  lives  of  the  flrfl  Chriftians,  when 
qompared  with  their  Heathen  neighbours,  we 
might  inlifl  on  the  following  topics  ;  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  apoftles  in  their  epiflles,  the  te- 
ftimony  of  the  ancient  Chriflian  writers,  the  fo- 
lemn  appeals  to  acknowledged  faifls  in  the  apo¬ 
logies  for  Chriftianity  preflnted  to  Ileathen 
emperors,  and  the  encomiums  made  upon 
them  by  the  Heathens  themfelves,  and  fome  of 
them  their  moft  inveterate  enemies  f.  All 
thefc  circumftances  united,  form  a  proof  as- 

(ionftantine  firft  prohibited  it  altogether;  but  fo  violent 
vris  thd  tafte  for  it  that  it  crept  in  again.  The  Emperor 
HonorluS  entirely  lupprefled  it. 

•  It  would  be  a  work  fora  treatile,  and  perhaps  a  very 
irfeful  one,  to  trace  out  the  civil  laws  which  took  their 
life  fropi  the  fpirit  of  Chtifliauity,  and  to  delineate  their 
happy  cffccHs  on  fociety,  through  acourfc  of  ages. 

t  Such  as  the  Emperor  Julian’s  recommendation  to  one 
qf  his  high-priefts,  to  imitate  the  manners  of  the  Chriftians. 
This  fadt  we  ate  alTured  of  by  the  Emperor’s  own  letter,, 
wliich  is  ftill  remaining.  ;  .  ^  , 

Y  2  flrong. 
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flrong  and  convincing  as  can  well  be  given  foi- 
any  faiSi;  of  lb  ancient  a  date.  : 

•  III.  This  alTertion  of  the  apbftle  further  im¬ 
plies,  that  the  fcheme  of  the  falvation  of  man¬ 
kind  through  faith  in  the  revelation  of  the  go- 
fpel,  is  a  chief  objeft  of  Divine  Providence.  It 
■pieafed  Gad,  hy  the  foolijhnefs  of  preachings  to  five 
i'hofc  who  believe.  The  word  in  the  original 
is  very  fignilicant,  but  our  tranflation  does  not 
s'each  the  full  import  of  it.  It  denotes  a  high 
degree  of  delight  and  complacency  in  a  perfon- 
or  thing.  It  is  the  word  ufed  by  the  miracu¬ 
lous  voice  at  our  Saviour’s  baptifm  and  tranf* 
figuration,  “  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom 
iam  well  pieafed.”  It  might  eafily  be  fliown, 
that  the  fame  grounds  of  complacency  are  re¬ 
ferred  to  in  thefe  paflages  and  in  the  text.  An 
oxprellion  of  fuch. energy  [it  pieafed  Codhighly\s 
when  applied  to  the  gofpel-method  of  fahyi- 
tion,  fccms  to  denote,  that  it  is  the  chief  fche, me 
of  Providence  with,  refpedl  to  mankind,  to 
which  all  others  are  fubfervient.  And  indeed 
tlie  general  drain  of  the  feriputres  lead  us  to 
conceive  of  it  in  this  elevated  view.  We  are 
every  wdiere  taught  in  the  New  Tefiament,  that 
the  appearance  of  the  Saviour  among  maa- 
kind,  was  in  confequence  of  an  original  plan 
of  Providence  laid  before  the  world  began, 
2  Tim.  i.  9.  10.  “  God,  who  hathfaved  us,  ac- 
cording  to  his  own  purpofe  and  grace,  which 
“•  w^as  given  us  in  Chrift  Jefus  before  the 
“  world  began,  but  is  now  made  manifefl  by 
the  appearing  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour.” 

Eph. 
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Eph.  I.  3*  4*  BlejQed  be  the  Cod  and  Father 
“  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  hath  bleiled 
“  us  with  all  f'piritual  blcffings  in  heavenly 
“  places  in  Chrift,  according  as  he  hath  cho- 
“  fen  us  in  him,  before  the  foundations  of  the 
world  Beftdes,  according  to  the  beft  no¬ 
tions  we  can  form  of  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs 
of  God,  either  from  reafon  or  revelation,  the 
deliverance  of  mankind  from  a  ftate  of  dark- 
nefs,  corruption,  and  guilt,  and  the  reftoration 
of  them  to  a  ftate  of  light,  purity,  and  friend- 
fliip  with  God,  muft  be  the  ultimate  defign  of 
all  the  difpenfations  of  Providence  towards 
them.  This  view  of  things  is  further  conftrm* 
ed  from  the  hiftory  of  Providence,  as  prefer- 
ved  in  the  facred  fcriptures.  There  we  have  a 
feries  of  difpenfations  narrated,  which  gra¬ 
dually  unfold  the  defigns  of  Heaven,  and  lead 
forward  towards  the  manifeftation  of  the  Mef- 
fiah,  as  a  grand  period. 

The  inoft  remarkable  revelations  of  the  will 
of  God  made  to  Abraham,  and  the  patriarchs - 
who  fucceeded  him,  till  Mofes,  and  the  whole 
fticceflion  of  prophets  from  him,  down  to  Ma- 
lachi,  point  towards  this  great  event.  It  was 
the  ultimate  defign  of  the  feparation  of  the  de- 
fcendcnts  of  Jacob  from  the  reft  of  mankind, 
and  of  the  whofe  Mofaic  difpenfation,  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  world  for  the  advent  of  the  Meffiah, 
and  to  adminifter  full  evidence  of  him,  when 
He  lliould  appear.  If  the  pofterity  of  Jacob 

♦  Eph.  i.  la.  I  Pet.  i.  JO.  John,  xvii,  44.  Rev.  jciii.  8. 
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had  been  permitted  to  intermingle  with  the  bf 
ther  families  of  mankind^  the  ancient  promife? 
made  to  the  fathers,  muft  have  been  diffipated 
and  loft,  and  no  proof,  two  thoufand  years  af- 
terwai’ds,  could  have  been  produced,  that  Jefus 
was  of  the  feed  of  Abraham  :  but  by  the  dif- 
tin£t  account  of  the  family  of  Abraham,  till 
the  promulgation  of  the  law,  by  the  conftitu- 
lion  of  the  Jewilh  republic,  in  wliich  care  was. 
taken,  that  not  only  the  Jewilh  nation  Ihould 
be  kept  djftin-ft  from  all  others,,  but  the  genea¬ 
logical  regifters  of  the  particular  families  lliould 
be  preferved,  it  was  eafy  to  trace  up  the  pedi¬ 
gree  of  the  Meftiah  to  its  fource  at  the  greateft 
diftance  of  time,  and  Ihew,  that  he  was  de- 
fcended,  not  only  of  Abraham,  but  from  what 
particular  family  of  his  numerous  pofterity, 
through  the  whole,  feries  of  generations :  add 
to  this,  that  the  civil  conftitution  of  the  Jews, 
under  whofe  authority  the  fecred  books  were 
kept,  was  a  noble  guard  and  fecurity  for  the 
prefervation  and  authenticity  of  the  promifes  ; 
and  that  the  whole  plan  of  ceremonial  worfhip 
was  fo  conti'ived,  as  to  preferve  the  knowledge 
of  the  one  true  God,  and  to  prefigure  the  per- 
fon,  the  offices,  and  the  bleffings  pf  the  reign 
of  the  Meffiah. 

Befides,  the  revolutions  which  that  fingular- 
people  underwent,  though  we  cannot  explain 
the  particular  manner,  w^re  fomehow  con- 
nefled  with  and  conducive  to  the  completion 
of  the  grand  fcheme,  for  which  they  were  at 
firft  feparated.from  the  reft  of  tfte  nations  of 


the  Gorpel-Revelatlba.  25^ 

tlie  world.  Nay,  the  revolutions  of  the  other 
nations  of  the  earth,  the  rife,  the  progrefs,  the 
downfall,  and  the  fucceflion  of  empires,  we 
have  ground  to  believe,  were  fo  ordained  and 
conduced,  as  to  be  fubfervient  in  fome  way, 
and  in  fome  degree,  to  the  introdudlion  of  the 
glorious  empire  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs  un¬ 
der  the  Son  of  God.  We  learn  from  the  fa- 
cred  books  *,  that  the  Perfian  monarchy  under. 
Cyrus,  was  raifed  up  to  re-eftablilh  the  Jews  in- 
their  own  land  :  their  reftoration  to  their  own 
land,  under  their  own  laws,  was  neceffary  to 
accomplifh  the  ancient  prophecy  f ,  “  That 
“  the  fceptre  Ihould  not  depart  from  Judah,. 
“  nor  a  law-giver  from  between  his  feet,  until 
“  Shiloh,  come.”  We  are  informed  in  many 
other  paflages  of  the  facred  writings,  that  other 
nations  were  employed  as  inftruments  in  the 
hand  of  Providence,  to  favour  and  to  proteft, 
or  to  chaftife  and  punifh  the  chofen  people. 
Thefe  proteflions  and  chaftifements  contribu¬ 
ted  to  fpread  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God, 
and  the  promifes  of  the  MelEah.  When  we 
attend  to  fome  of  the  ancient  prophecies,  par¬ 
ticularly  thofe  of  Daniel.:}:,  we  find  him  defcri- 
bing  the  fuccefliOn  of  the  great  empires,  as 
terminating  in  the  eflablifhment  of  the  fpiri- 
tual  empire,  under  the  long-expedted  Saviour. 
It  has  been  frequently,  and  very  juftly  obfer- 
ved,  that  the  union  of  fo  many  great  and  popu¬ 
lous  kingdoms  under  the  extenfive  empire  of 

*  Ifaiah,  dv.  4.  |  Cen.  xlix.  10.  |.  Dun.  ii.  34,  3s. 
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the  Romans,  at  our  Saviour’s  birth,  facilitated 
and  haftened  the  wide  progagation  of  his  di^ 
vine  religion. 

Thefe  hints  from  fcripture,  and  obfervations 
upon  Providence,  together  with  many  others 
which  might  be  coHefted,  feem  to  intimate, 
that  all  the  amazing  variety  of  revolutions  a- 
mong  mankind,  in  all  nations,  and  in  all  ages, 
are  fo  connedted,  (though  in  a  way  incompre- 
henfible  to  us),  as  to  form  one  great  fche'me  of 
univerfal  Providence,  the  refult  and  concluhon 
of  which,  fhall  be  a  happy  and  glorious  efta- 
blhhmeht  of  all  things  under  the  empire  of  the. 
Son  of  Gocf. 

To  all  which  we  may  add,  that  not  only  the. 
revolutions  and  fucceffions  of  empires,  but  the 
courfe  of  learning,  philofophy,  and  arts,  were, 
made  fubfervient,  under  the  direction  of  Px'ovi- 
dence,  to  the  introdudlion  of  the  true  wifdom, 
by  the  revelation  of  the  gofpel.  Though  phi¬ 
lofophy,  as  has  been  already  Ihown,  did  not 
conduct  mankind  to  the  time  knowledge  of 
God  j  yet  we  muft  not  hence  conclude  that  it 
was  entirely  ufehfs.  No  !  in  the  hand  of  God 
it_  produced  good  effedls,.  though  unforefeen. 
and  unintended  by  the  philofophers  them- 
felves.  Their  expoling  the  grolTer  inftances  of 
the  poetical  and  popular  religions,  their  teach¬ 
ing  many  excellent  doflrines,  and  recommend¬ 
ing  many  excellent  virtues,  were  natural  means  , 
of  preparing  the  minds  of  men  for  embracing 
the  truth,,  when  fully  difplayed  to  their  view* 
The  turning  the  attention  of  mankind  to  mo¬ 
ral 
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ral  and  Intellectual  objeCls  and  inquiries,  pro¬ 
duces  great  eheCls  vipon  their  minds  :  it  awa¬ 
kens  them  from  the  lethargy  of  grofs  fenfua- 
lity  j  it  abates  the  keennefs  of  worldly  purfuits ; 
it  fpiritualizes  them  in  fome  degree,  and  prepares 
them  for  receiving  a  more  pure  and  refined 
inflitution  of  religion.  The  very  fpirit  of  in¬ 
quiry  raifed  by  philofophy,  qualified  men  for 
fearching  into  the  meaning,  importance,  and 
evidence  of  Chriftianity  ;  and  confequenily  fa¬ 
voured  the  reception  of  it  by  fair  and  candid 
minds. 

Thus  all  the  great  lines  of  Providence  through 
the  couiTe  of  preceding  ages,  were  direCted  to- 
w'ards  and  centered  in  that  great  revolution, 
which,  according  to-  the  eternal  counfels  of 
God,  was  to  be  accomplifhed  by  the  Meffiab. 
Bat  as  the  whole  fcheme  of  Providence  was 
not  then  completed,  there  is  no  reafon  to 
doubt,  that  it,  has  been  carrying  on  in  a  conti¬ 
nual  progrefs  lince  that  time,  though  we  are 
uiiablc  to  trace  all  the  fteps  of  it;,  and  that  it 
fhall  be  carried  on  through  fucceeding  ages 
until  its  final  completion.  Ihcre  is  ground  to 
believe  from  the  ancient  prophecies,  that  the 
larger  communication  among  mankind  in  all 
known  parts  of  the  globe  opened  up  in  later 
ages,  is  intended  by  Providence  to  prepare  the 
way  for  fpreading  the  knowledge  of  the  Savi¬ 
our  over  the  face  of  the  whole  earth.  The 
marvellous  prefervation  of  the  Jews  as  a  dif- 
tindt  people  for  fuch  a  long  fucceflion  of  ages, 
may  be  intended  to  ferve  fome  illuflrious  pur- 

pofes. 
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pofes  of  Providence,  with  refpefl  to  the  efta* 
bliflnnent  of  the  divine  revelation  of  Jefus  in. 
its  full  evidence  and  univerfal  prevalence  a- 
mong  mankind  :  and  if  it  be  true,  that  the  whole 
plan  of  Providence  with  rcfpedt  to  mankind, 
was  formed  with  a  view  to  their  rehoration  tq 
purity,  perfection,  and  happinefs,  through  Je- 
fus  Chrift  j  and  that  all  things  all  along  have 
been  conducted,  and  fliall  be  conducted  to  the 
final  accompliihment  of  this  grand  defign 
hence  we  fee  how  juflly  Jefus  may  be  faid  in 
the  emphatical  language  of  fcripture  to  be  “  the 
“  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  beginning  and  the 
“  end  of  all  things.” 

We  proceed  now  to: the  last  thing  propo-# 
fed,  to  point  out  the  practical  infti'uCtionsflow* 
ing  from  what  has  been  faid.  > 

In  the  firft  place.  Is  the  Chriftian  religion? 
the  great  mean  ordained  by.  God  before  all  a*'- 
ges.  to  enlighten,  to  fanCtify,  and  fave  fuch  as 
believe  ?  Hence  .we  may  learn  not  to  be  much 
afraid  of  the  utmoft  efforts  of  fcepticifm  and' 
unbelief.  We  may  bejaifured  the  Ichemes  of 
Providence  will  be  carried  into  execution  in  ' 
fpite  of  all  oppofition  that  can  poffibly  be  given 
to  them.  No  doubt,  the  labours  of  infidels 
will,  on  loofe  and  thoughtlefs  minds,  have  the 
molt  pernicious  effeCts,  which  is  to  be  lament¬ 
ed  j  but  the  native  goodnefs  and  excellence  of 
the  religion  of  Jefus  is  fo  ftriking,  theprofpeCls 
which  it  opens  are  fo  grand  and  rejoicing,  and  " 
its  evidence  is  fo  much  adapted  to  make  i.m- 

prefijon 
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preflion  upon  every  fair  and  unprejudiced 
mind,  that  it  is  impoffible  any  general  revolu¬ 
tion  fhould  ever  be  brought  about  againft  it. 
The  attempts  to  difcredit  it,  like  other  bad  at¬ 
tempts,  will  be  over-ruled  by  Providence,  to 
promote  the  interefts  of  that  caufe  they  were 
intended  to  deftroy. 

Secondly,  Is  the  gofpcl  the  plan  formed  by 
divine  wifdom  for  accomplilhing  the  higheft 
perfection  and  happinefs  of  mankind  ?  Hence 
we  may  perceive  the  reafon  why  faith  is  fo 
peremptorily  required  and  fo  much  infilled  on 
in  the  New  Teftament,  as  a  term  of  our  ac¬ 
ceptance  with  God.  The  great  and  good  Go¬ 
vernor  of  the  world  may  moll  certainly  com¬ 
mand  his  difobedient  fubjeCts,  to  fubmit  to  that 
fcheme  which  his  infinite  wifdom  has  devifed, 
as  the  belt  of  all  others,  to  deliver  them  from 
all  the  efieCts  and  confequences  of  their  difo- 
hedience.  Is  it  admitted,  that  he  may  reafon- 
ably  require  his  rebellious  fubjeCls  to  repent  of 
their  rebellion,  and  return  to  their  allegiance  ? 
mull  it  not  likewife  be  admitted  as  equally  jufi: 
and  reafonable,  that  he  require  them  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  utmofi;  chearfulnCfs  and  gratitude 
with  that  method  which  his  wifdom  has  con¬ 
trived,  as  the  moll  effeClual  of  all  others  to  fe- 
eure  them  in  their  duty  for  the  time  to  come, 
to  form  them  to  a  willing  fubjeCtion  to  his  au¬ 
thority,  and  to  that  temper  and  character 
which  conilitutes  their  higheft  perfeClion  and 
felicity  under  his  divine  adminiftration  ?  The 
command  therefore  to  believe  in  Jefus,  is  as 

kind 
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kind  and  merciful,  as  it  is  juft  and  reafonable. 
It  is  as  much  the  happinefs  as  it  is  the  duty  of 
mankind  to  yield  obedience  to  it.  Let  us  be¬ 
ware  left  we  fufter  ourfelves  to  Aide  infenfibly, 
and  without  defign,  into  unbelief,  from  an  un¬ 
examined  perfuaCon,  that  if  we  adhere  to  na¬ 
tural  religion,  and  endeavour  to  perform  the 
duties  which  it  prefcribes,  any  attention  to 
Chriftianity,  or  faith  in  it,  is  altogether  fuper- 
fluous  and  unnecellary :  let  us  conlider,  that 
we  owe  to  the  light  which  Chriftianity  has 
fprcad  in  the  world,  thofe  clear  and  fettled 
views  of  the  dotftrines  and  precepts  of  natural 
religion,  which  we  fuppofe  to  be  all  that  is  ne- 
ceftary  for  us  to  know,  and  to  praclife  :  and 
if  we  do  owe  this  knowledge  to  the  inftrudtions 
of  Chriftianity,  can  any  thing  be  more  unrea- 
fonable  or  ungrateful,  than  not  only  to  refufe 
to  acknowledge  the  mighty  benefit,  but  to  per¬ 
vert  it  into  an  argument  for  difregarding  the 

great  and  kind  lnftru£lor  ? - Further,  Js  Je- 

fiis  Chrift  conftituted  by  God  the  Father,  the 
foie  enlightener  of  the  world,  the  foie  difpenfer 
of  fpiritual  bleftings,  and  the  foie  law-giver 
and  judge  of  mankind  ?  is  he  clearly  revealed 
to  us  as  ftanding  invefted  in  thefe  high  offices  ? 
If  we  refufe  to  acknowledge  him  in  them,  we 
are  .guilty  of  direct  contempt  of  the  authority 
of  God,  who  conftituted  him  :  and  this  is  to 
a£l;  contrary  to  the  firft  and  fundamental  prin¬ 
ciple  of  all  natural  religion.  That  God  ought 
to  be  obeyed  in  all  inftances  in  which  his  au¬ 
thority  is  clearly  interpofed. 
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Aga'm,  Do  diefe  offices  form  a  real  and  im¬ 
portant  relation  betwixt  Jefus  Chrift  and  thofe 
of  mankind  to  whom  he  is  made  known  ?  if 
we  refufe  to  afl  fuitably  to  thofe  relations,  and 
to  perform  the  duties  arifing  from  them,  we 
a<Sl  contrary  to  an  obligation  of  the  fame  mo¬ 
ral  kind  with  that  wdiich  belongs  to  any  other 
relation  ;  and  confequently  our  dllfegarding 
this  obligation,  is  as  truly  an  a£t  of  immorality^ 
and  a  violation  of  natural  religion,  as  our  dif- 
regarcling  the  duties  which  arlfe  from  the  rela¬ 
tions  betwixt  man  and  man,  would  be.  Fur¬ 
ther  dill,  Has  God  chofen  to  communicate 
light,  purity,  and  comfort  to  mankind,  by  Jefus 
Chrih  ?  has  he  chofen  this  method,  not  of 
mere  arbitrary  pleafure,  but  as  the  wifeft  and 
beft  one  poffible  foi  promoting  their  happinefs  ? 
if  we  refufe  to  accept  the  favours  of  God  in 
that  w^ay  in  w'hich  he  hath  appointed  them  to 
be  bellowed,  w^e  can  have  no  reafon  to  com¬ 
plain  if  w'e  are  deprived  of  them,  and  if  w'e  are 
fubje<5ted  to  the  puniffiments  due  to  thofe  who 
rejefl  their  own  mercies.  Our  Saviour  has  de¬ 
clared  in  a  folemn  manner,  John,  xv  '4,  “  That 
“  we  cannot  bear  fruit  unitfs  we  abide  in 
“  him  And  indeed  it  mufl  be  fo,  fmee  he  is 
the  appointed  enlightener  of  the  world,  tlie 
conduffor  of  men  to  virtue,  to  glory,  and  im¬ 
mortality.  It  is  true  indeed,  that  the  Chriftian 
religion  fpreads  through  fociety  fuch  a  light, 
and  fuch  beneficial  infiuence,  that  even  thofe 
who  I'ejeiH:  it,  partake  of  its  effefls,  and  may  be 
in  forae  degree  influenced  by  it.  But  thefe  ef- 
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feels  and  this  influence  muft  be  very  inconfl- 
derable,  when  compared  with  what  a  proper 
attention  to  its  dodlrines,  its  laws,  its  examples, 
its  promifes,  and  its  threatenings,  mufl;  have  on 
thofe  who  lay  open  their  minds  to  the  full  im- 
preflions  of  them.  And  we  are  afilired,  that 
as  Jefus  is  the  light  of  the  world,  thofe  who 
follow  after  him,  fliall  not  “  walk  in  darknefs, 
“  but  (hall  have  the  light  of  life,”  John,  viii.  1 2. 

Thirdly,  is  Chriflianity,  the  great,  the  wife, 
and  effe<5lual  tnean  ordained  by  God  of  faving 
thofe  that  believe  ?  hence  we  may  infer,  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  every  one  to  whom  it  is  made 
known,  not  only  to  receive  it  himfelf,  and  lay 
Open  his  own  mind  to  its  facred  influence  *,  but 
to  promote  the  fubmiflion  of  the  reft  of  man¬ 
kind  to  it,  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power.  It  is 
an  acknowledged  maxim,  that  thofe  in  higher 
life,  who  poflefs  riches,  rank,  or  authority, 
ai’e  bound  to  employ  the  weight  and  influence 
of  their  example,  and  every  other  mean  in 
their  power,  to  promote  the  happinefs  of  the 
fociety  of  which  they  are  members.  If  Chri- 
llianity  is  by  the  appointment  of  Providence 
thebeft  andwifefl;  I'cheme  of  rendering  mankind 
happy,  both  in  the  prefent  and  in  a  future  life, 
then  certainly  all  thofe  whom  Providence  has 
placed  in  fuperior  ftations,  and  who  are  the- 
great  examples  and  dire£lors  to  the  inferior 
clafles  of  mankind,  are  under  the  moft  facred- 
obligations  to  exert  themfelves,  in  the  moft- 
hearty  and  vigorous  manner,  to  promote  the 
influence  of  it  in  the  hearts  and  lives  of  all  a- 
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round  them  :  as  they  are  the  fervauts  of  Pro¬ 
vidence,  they  ought  to  look  upon  it  as  their 
greateft  honour  and  happinefs,  as  well  as  their 
duty,  to  concur  with  its  great  and  good  de- 
llgns.  It  is  obvious  to  every  one,  that  the  uni¬ 
ted  influence  of  thofe  in  high  life,  would  have 
a  very  great  efleft,  to  fupport  and  to  fpread  a 
juft  fenfe  of  I'eligion  among  the  lower  ranks 
of  men.  The  mere  negledbing  to  exert  it, 
though  it  is  only  an  omifiion  of  duty,  yet  as  it 
is  an  omiflion  attended  with  very  extenlive  bad 
confequenccs,  it  muft  be  criminal  in  the  light 
of  God,  and  muft  expofe  the  guilty  perfons  to 
deferved  punilhment  under  his  all-righteous 
ad  minift  ration. 

But  of  all  other  orders  of  men,  the  mini- 
fters  of  Jefus  are  under  the  moft  awful  obliga¬ 
tions  to  promote  the  belief  and  acceptance  of 
the  gofpel -revelation.  They  are  called  by  the 
voice  of  God,  by  the  voice  of  fociety,  to  fpend 
their  time,  and  exert  all  their  faculties,  in  incul¬ 
cating  the  trutli,  the  importance,  the  excellency 
of  the  Chriftian  religion,  and  in  fpreading  its 
influence  every  where  around  them.  Let  us 
then  be  juft  to  our  office  :  as  we  are  fent  of 
God,  and  retained  by  irfen,  to  this  fervice,  let 
us  be  wholly  devoted  to  its  facred  interefts: 
let  God  and  man  be  witnefles  that  we  are  faith¬ 
ful.  Let  us  always  remember,  that  it  is  the  re¬ 
velation  of  the  will  of  God  that  we  are  called 
to  teach,  and  that  it  is  by  this  revelation,  that 
God  intended  before  all  ages  to  enlighten  and 
£cve  thofe  that  believe ;  and  that  k  was  by  this 
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revelation  that  the  woxdd  was  a£lually  “  turn- 
“  ed  from  darknefs  unto  light,  and  from  the 
“  power  of  fin  and  Satan,  to  the  fervice  of  the 
living  God,”  when  hunxan  eloquence  and 
wifdom  were  found  inefFedtual.  Let  us  work 
then  after  the  model  Avhich  Providence  has  gi¬ 
ven  ;  and  preach  the  fame  gofpcl  that  the  a* 
piiftles  preached.  That  gofpel  wdiich  was  the 
wifdom  and  power  of  God,  producing  moft  a- 
froniiliing  eflecSts,  in  the  converhen  of  the 
world,  feventeen  hundred  years  ago,  is  the  fame 
tvifdoai^and  the  fame  power  hill.  To  attempt 
to  inftru^l  or  reform  the  world  on  any  other 
plan,  is  to  prefer  our  own  fchemes  and  views 
to  thofe  of  an  all-wife  Providence.  If  we  fall 
in  with  the  method  infinite  wifdom  has  devi- 
fed,  we  may  depend  upon  the  favourable  con¬ 
currence  of  Providence,  and  that  energy  of  di¬ 
vine  grace  which  accompanied  the  gofpel  at  its 
iirft  publication,  and  which  we  are  alTured  will 
accompany  it  in  feme  degree  in  all  ages.  But 
if  we  follow  methods  of  our  own  invention,  if 
we  adopt  the  philofophical  fchemes  either  of 
ancient  or  modern  times,  we  have  nothing  to 
rely  upon,  but  the  poor  effefls  of  our  own  art 
or  eloquence.  Let  us  therefore  look  upon 
ourfelves,  as  facredly  bound  to  teach  the  real 
dodlrines  of  Chrihianity  in  their  original  purity 
and  fimplicity,  and  to  apply  them  to  thofe  great 
ends,  of  the  purification  and  confolation  of  the 
fouls  of  men,  for  which  they  were  revealed;^' 
and  publifhed  to  the  world.  / 

It  is  very  obfervable,  that  we  do  not  find  lit 
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any  parts  of  the  fcriptures,  that  the  dodlrincs 
of  religion  are  ever  laid  down  as  mere  fpecn- 
lative  principles,  but  are  always  introduced,  ei¬ 
ther  as  motives  to  the  pradlice  of  fome  duty,  or 
as  grounds  of  peace  and  comfort  to  our  minds* 
And  if  this  is  the  conftant  ftrain  of  the  fcrip- 
tures,  it  is  an  infti’udlive  leflbn  to  us  what 
ought  to  be  the  ftrain  of  our  preaching.  If 
the  word  of  God  has  connected  the  doftrines 
and  the  practice  of  religion  together,  it  muft  be 
our  indifpenfable  duty  never  to  feparate  them. 
And  indeed  there  cannot  be  a  better  or  higher 
encomium  made  upon  the  facred  fcriptures, 
than  this,  that  they  are  totally  pra(ftical. 

In  like  manner,  let  us  conftder  ourfelves  as 
})dng  under  an  ec^ually  indifpenfable  obligation 
to  preach  the  morality  of  the  gofpel,  on  the 
principles,  and  in  the  way  and  manner,  in 
which  Jefus  and  his  apoftles,  our  unerring 
guides,  have  taught  it.  Agreeably  to  our  Sa¬ 
viour’s  dodlrine,  let  us  always  remember,  that 
a  regard  to  God  is  the  firft  commandment  of 
the  law,  and  the  higheft  obligation  upon  the  hu¬ 
man  mind  ;  and  therefore,  piety  muft  not  be 
inculcated  merely  as  a  mean  towards  an  end, 
but  as  an  end  itfelf.  The  inftuence  of  devout 
regards  to  God  on  all  the  other  parts  of  our 
duty,  fuch  as  ftrengthening  the  focial  difpofi- 
tions,  and  enforcing  the  obligation  of  every 
bi  aiich  of  virtue,  is  acl.nowledged  to  be  highly 
valuable  ;  but  we  malt  not  place  the  whole 
value  of  piety  on  this  influei-ce,  however  I'eal 
and  important  it  may  be-  Piety  i§  a  primary 
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and  eflential  part  of  duty  in  itfelf,  cojifidered 
as  independent  of  its  efledls  on  the  other  vir¬ 
tues  of  the  Chriilian  life ;  and  as  it  is  an  original 
and  eJGfential  part  of  duty,  it  is  equally  eflential 
to  our  happinefs.  We  cannot  conceive  any 
flate,  or  any  ftage  of  exiftence,  in  which  a  de¬ 
pendent  being  can  be  happy  without  juft  views 
of  its  Maker,  and  the  exercife  of  proper  difpo- 
fltions  towards  him.  On  tlae  other  hand,  all 
the  other  virtues  of  the  Chriftian  life  muft  be 
taught  as  parts,  or  inftances  of  the  duty  which 
we  owe  to  God.  Doing  the  will  of  God,  or 
keeping  the  commandments  of  God,  is  the  ge¬ 
neral  view  under  which  our  Saviour  and  his  a- 
poftles  have  chofen  to  reprefent  the  whole  duty 
of  man.  The  commanding  ideas  of  a  law,  and 
of  a  fupreme  lawgiver,  to  whom  we  are  ac¬ 
countable,  and  who  will  reward  and  punifla 
according  to  our  defects,  are  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  for  mankind,  a  fet  of  creatures  liable  to 
be  fcduced  from  their  duty  and  happinefs  by 
the  impulfes  of  a  thoufand  irregular  palEons. 

All  the  other  views  under  which  human  du¬ 
ty  can  be  conceived,  fuch  as  fomething  intrin- 
fically  excellent,  as  fomething  perfectly  beauti¬ 
ful,  becoming,  or  honourable,  or  as  entire  pro¬ 
priety  of  fentiment  and  behaviour,  and  fuch 
like,  as  carry  no  reference  to  the  will  and  au¬ 
thority  of  God,  are  quite  unfit  to  govern  fuch 
creatures  as  mankind,  or  perhaps  any  created 
beings,  in  any  ftate,  or  any  ftage  of  their  exift- 
cnce.  And  as  that  kind  of  virtue  which  dif- 
claims  all  dependence  on  any  thing  beyond  it¬ 
felf, 


the  Gorpel-Revelation.  271 

felfj  is  quite  unfuitable  to  the  fubje£ls  of  God  ; 
fo  whatever  air  of  ftrength,  of  purity  and  difin* 
tcreftednefs,  it  may  put  on,  will  be  found  to  be 
incapable  to  fupport  itfelf  in  all  trials,  and  to 
be  accompanied  with  a  certain  pride  and  felf- 
fufficierlcy,  quite  inconfillent  with  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  dependent  beings,  and  with  that  difim- 
tereftednefs  of  which  it  boafls. 

Again,  When  we  inculcate  the  morals  of 
Chriftianiry,  let  us  take  care  to  follow  that  or¬ 
der  in  which  our  Saviour,  who  knew  the  na¬ 
ture  of  man,  and  all  the  natural  connedlions  of 
things,  has  placed  them.  We  read  that  he 
began  his  gofpel  with  a  folemn  call  to  repent¬ 
ance  ;  the  firft  maxim  of  his  divine  fermon 
on  the  mount  is,  “  Bleffed  are  the  poor  in  fpi- 
“  ritj”  and  in  other  parts  of  the  gofpel-hi- 
ftory,  we  find  him  aflui'ing  us  in  the  moft  fo¬ 
lemn  manner,  “  that  unlefs  we  humble  our- 
fclves,  and  become  as  little  children,  we  can? 
“  not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God.”  Thefe 
things  plainly  intimate,  that  in  his  view  of 
things,  which  was  always  according  to  truth, 
humility  is  the  true  foundation  of  all  other 
virtues.  That  clear  views,  and  habitual  im- 
preffions  of  our  condition,  as  dependent,  frail, 
indigent,  mortal,  and  as  corrupted  and  gitilty 
creatures,  are.  the  true  fources  of  humility,  will 
be  readily  admitted. 

'  It  will  alfo  appear  evident  to  every  one  who 
gives  the  leaft  degree  of  attention  to  the  work¬ 
ings  of  the  human  heart,  that  as  foon  as  the 
mind  is  brought  under  thefe  humbling  views 
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of  itfelf,  it  eafily  and  naturally  flows  out  in  afls 
of  piety  and  devotion  to  God,  and  in  emotions 
of  pity,  tendernefs,  and  charity,  to  mankind. 
It  were  eafy  to  fhow,  that  the  humble  temper 
of  mind  carries  a  natural  propenfion  to  equity 
of  difpofition  and  behaviour,  to  meeknefs, 
candour,  and  forgivenefs,  to  patience  and  con¬ 
tentment  with  our  lot  in  the  world,  and  to  mo¬ 
deration  under  the  grcatefl:  flow  of  worldly 
profperity.  It  is  likewife  obvious,  without  a 
particular  illuftration,  that  the  humble  flate  of 
mind  naturally  corrects  and  reflrains  the  ex- 
Cefies  and  irregularities  of  felf-love  and  felf- 
w'ill,  which  are  the  fruitful  parents  of  pride, 
hatred,  malice,  envy,  and  of  the  whole  tribe  of 
.unfocial  and  malignant  paffions.  That  the 
humble  mind  is  beft  difpofed  for  receiving  the 
glad  tidings  of  the  gofpel,  can  fcarcely  be 
doubted.  Now,  furely,  that  fl:ate  of  mind 
which  is  fo  favourable  to  the  exercife  of  all  the 
finer  dlfpofltions,  and  which  checks  and  fup- 
prelTes  the  bafer  ones,  muft  not  only  be  con- 
liilent  with  the  exercife  of  the  more  fhining 
virtues  of  love  to  a  country,  public  fpirit,  pa- 
triotifm,  magnanimity,  generofity,  heroifm, 
and  the  reft  of  that  order,  but  muft  be  the  beft 
foundation  on  which  they  can  be  railed.  Some 
perfons  who  pretend  to  be  philofophers,  have 
fo  confounded  all  their  moral  notions,  as  to  i- 
magine  humility  and  greatnefs  of  mind  are  in- 
conftftent,  and  even  to  reprefent  humility  as 
connedled  with  meannefs  and  balenefs  of  fpirit. 
That  there  is  no  foundation  for  this  charge,  will 
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manifeftly  appear,  if  we  coniider, That  the 
true  notion  of  meannefs  or  bafenefs  in  a  man,  is 
fomething  in  his  fentiment  and  behaviour  be¬ 
low  the  dignity  of  his  nature  ;  and,  nexty  That 
one  of  the  principal  fources  of  humility,  is  a 
confciournefs  that  we  are  finners,  or  that  we 
fall  below  that  flandard  of  moral  perfedlion 
which  is  fct  before  us  in  the  law  of  God,  and 
in  conformity  to  which  our  higheft  honour 
and  dignity  confirts.  Now  to  affert,  that  a 
man  who  carries  about  with  him  the  pureft 
ftandard  of  moral  conduct,  and  mourns  over 
every  inftancc  in  which  he  departs  from  it, 
miuft  upon  that  account  be  inclined  to  think 
and  adt  in  a  way  below  the  dignity  of  his  na.- 
tiire,  feems  to  be  a  very  unphilofophical  kind 
of  reafoninff.  To  make  ufe  of  a  fimilar  in- 
fiance,  it  is  juft  as  if  one  fliould  afTert,  that  a 
man  who  has  formed  the  pureft  and  higheft 
ideal  notion  of  what  is  juft  and  excellent  in 
writing,  nnift  for  that  very  reafon  be  mean  and 
groveling  in  his  compofitions.  The  more  ac¬ 
curately  w^e  obferve  the  operations  of  the  hu¬ 
man  heart,  and  the  connedtions  betwixt  the 
dirpolitions  of  it,  we  flrall  be  fo  much  the  more 
fully  perfuaded,  that  it  is  the  foundeft  philo- 
fophy,  as  well  as  found  divinity,  that  gentiine 
humility  is  the  true  foil  in  which  all  the  other 
virtues  mufi;  be  planted,  and  in  which  alone 
they  can  thrive  and  grow  up  to  their  full  ma¬ 
turity  and  perfedlion. 

As  humility  has  fuch  an  extenfive  influence 
©n  all  the  other  virtues,  as  it  is  fuch  a  funda¬ 
mental 
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mental  article  in  the  moral  fylf  em  of  the  gofpel, 
and  fo  little  regarded,  if  not  entirely  omitted, 
in  other  fyftems  of  morality,  either  ancient  or 
modern,  not  copied  from  it ;  allow  me  to  illu- 
flrate  further  what  has  been  faid,  by  contrad;- 
ing  with  it  a  charadter  formed  in  a  different  or 
rather  oppofite  way.  Let  us  fuppofe  a  man, 
(and  many  Inch  there  are),  who  never  ferioufly 
attended  to  the  truth  of  his  nature  and  condi¬ 
tion  ;  who  has  never  refledled  in  earned:,  that 
he  is  on  a  level  with  the  loweft  of  mankind  in 
all  important  refpedts,  and  who  never  felt  any 
humbling  imprcflions  of  himfclf ;  but  whole 
attention  in  the  coyrfe  of  his  education,  has 
been  turned  to  the  contemplation  of  the  digni¬ 
ty  of  human  nature,  the  intrinfic  excellence  of 
the  more  flriking  virtues,  and  upon  the  renown 
and  glory  they  bring  along  with  them  where- 
ever  they  appear  ;  what  will  be  the  natural  et- 
fedls  of  fuch  a  habit  of  thinking  ?  No  doubt 
the  perfon  will  feel  a  high  ardor  for  moral 
qualities,  adtions,  and  charadlers  of  a  certain 
kind  and  order.  He  will  exprefs  great  admi¬ 
ration  of  them,  and  on  fome  occafions  he  will 
exhibit  them  in  his  condudt ;  but  the  more  pri¬ 
vate  and  lefs  fhowy  virtues  will  excite  in  him 
little  ardor  or  admhation.  Vanity,  felf-con- 
ceit,  and  contempt  of  others,  will  fecretly 
mingle  with  his  bed;  adlions,  aud  even  break 
out  in  fome  degree,  and  in  fome  inftances.  As 
felf-love  and  feif-will  have  not  been  fubdued 
by  impreffions  and  habits  of  humility,  they  will 
tranfgrefs  their  juft  bounds,  and  keep  the  man, 
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in  fome  degree,  tinder  the  dominion  of  felfifh 
and  unfriendly  paffions.  Several  real  and  im¬ 
portant  virtues  will  be  very  weak,  or  entirely 
wanting,  fuch- as  piety,  equity  of  difpoiiticn, 
moderation  of  mind  in  profperity,  patience  in 
adverfity,  and  contentment  with  his  condition 
and  lot  in  life.  And  thus  the  character  be¬ 
comes  very  mixed  and  imperfect.  He  w’ill  in¬ 
deed  oh  fome  occafions  put  the  more  fplendid 
kind  of  virtues  in  pradtice,  but  thefe  will  be 
only  like  jets  of  water  from  a  muddy  and  cor-  _ 
rupted  well,  which,  though  they  appear  clear 
and  bright,  by  the  refledtion  of  the  fun-beams 
while  they  pafs  through  the  air,  yet  they  really 
carry  along  with  them  a  mixture  of  the  mud 
and  corruption  of  the  bottom  from  wdiicli 
they  were  raifed.  Thus  1  hope  it  appears, 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  real  importance,  that  we 
inculcate  the  morality  of  the  gofpel,  on  the 
principles  of  the  gofpel,  and  in  the  manner 
and  order  it  diredls. 

Time  will  not  allow  me  to  treat  more  par¬ 
ticularly  the  importance  of  enforcing  the  mo¬ 
ral  duties  of  life,  from  the  peculiar  motives 
divine  revelation  fuggefts.  Let  us  ftudy  hu¬ 
man  nature,  and  ftudy  the  dodlrines  of  the 
gofpel,  and  we  lhall  find  that  they  tally  to  one 
another  :  and  as,  in  this  fludy,  we  ihall  be 
employed  in  that  way  which  our  duty  and  the 
propriety  of  our  charadler  requmes,  fo  we  fliall 
find  the  true  fources  of  Chriftiah  oratory  will 
Open  themfelves  to  our  view. 

To  conclude,  Let  us  who  are  the  minifters 
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of  the  gofpel,  beware  of  fatlsfylng  ourfelves; 
with  admiring  and  extolling  the  excellency  of 
the  gofpel-moi'ality;  but  let  it  be  our  chief 
care,  to  copy  the  perfeff  pattern  of  our  great 
Maher,  in  all  the  virtues  of  his  life,  and  e- 
fpecially  in  that  meeknefs  and  humility  which 
he  exemplified  in  the  characler  of  an  inllrudfor, 
and  has  enjoined  us  to  imitate  in  the  fame 
character.  “  Learn  of  me,”  fays  he,  “  for  I 
‘‘  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart.”  He  mani- 
fefted  the  full  power  of  this  blefied  difpofirion, 
in  that  unruffled  fweetnefs  and  mildnefs,  with 
which  he  bore  the  flownefs  of  under  handing, 
the  unbelief,  and  the  many  weaknefles  of  his 
own  difciplcs,  as  well  as  all  the  outrages  and 
provocations  of  his  moh  inveterate  enemies. 
As  meeknefs  ought  to  adorn  our  whole  beha¬ 
viour,  fo  it  fliould  particularly  fliine  forth  iix 
our  public,  and  even  in  our  private  inhruc* 
tions.  A  fmall  degree  of  acquaintance  with 
the  world,  and  of  infight  into  human  nature, 
will  convince  us,  that  every  thing  unfriendly, 
every  thing  biting  and  fatirical,  every  tindlure 
of  the  four  and  angry  paffions,  appearing  in  our 
fentiments,  our  words,  or  even  our  manner 
and  gehure  •,  as  it  is  contrary  to  the  meek 
fpirit  of  the  gofpel  and  its  author,  fo  it  muh 
hurt  the  good  effedl  of  the  beh  inhruihions  we 
can  give  :  “  Inftruft,”  fitys  the  apoftle,  “  thofe 
“  who  oppofe  themfelves,  in  meeknefs.”  Let 
us  be  particularly  careful  to  cherilh  kind, 
friendly,  and  candid  thoughts  and  defigns  to¬ 
wards  our  brethren  j  and  keep  at  the  utmoft 
I  diftance 
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diilance  from  all  ungenerous  or  unjuft  ind- 
nuatloxis,  which  tend  to  leflen  their  charadler 
or  ufcfulnefs.  Let  us  always  be  fo  much  on 
our  guard  as  never  to  fpeak  a  word,  or  write 
a  line,  that  can  mark  the  lead:  departure  from 
the  kind,  meek,  and  candid  fpirit  of  our  holy 
religion.  If  we  are  not,  the  more  difeerning 
part  of  mankind,  at  leaft,  will  conclude,  that 
Our  hearts  muft  be  under  very  bad  difcipline, 
when  we  cannot,  during  the  time  of  the  com- 
polition,  or  delivery,  of  a  fermon,  fupprefs  the 
workiirgs  of  the  little,  the  felfiih,  aird  party 
paffions.  Belidcs,  they  will  be  apt  to  fay,  and 
not  without  fome  foundation,  that  though  the 
fpeaker  or  writer  intended,  indeed,  only  to 
draw  a  pifture  of  others,  not  at  all  to  their  ad¬ 
vantage,  yet  he  hath  really  drawn  a  truer  and 
blacker  one  ct  his  own  heart. 

In  like  manner,  let  us  imitate  the  humility 
of  our  great  Mailer,  in  order  to  this,  we 
muft  watch  over  our  own  tempers,  left  we  in- 
fenfibly  fet  too  great  a  value  on  our  ftation, 
our  parts,  our  learning,  or  labours  ;  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  we  muft  watch  over  our  beha¬ 
viour,  fo  that  true  huniiliiy  may  difeover  it- 
felf  in  our  intercourle  with  all  ranks  of  men, 
the  loweft  as  well  as  the  higheft.  As  the 
lower  clafles  of  men  muft  always  compofe 
the  greateft  part  of  the  body  of  mankind, 
whom  we  are  called  to  mltrufl;  if  we  con¬ 
temn  thofe  for  w^hotii  our  inltruclions  and  la¬ 
bours  are  piincipally  deiigned,  we  can  never 
dift barge  our  duty  to  them  with  i'aithfulnefs 
VoL.  11.  A  a  or 


The  Wlfdom  of  God  in 


Ser.  13. 


or  luccefs.  It  ought  further  to  be  confldercd, 
that  our  humility  ought  to  appear  in  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  we  hold  and  deliver  our  fenti- 
ments  and  opinions.  There  is  a  pulpit-mo- 
defty,  which  is  very  beautiful  and  engaging  ; 
as  there  is  a  pulpit-pride,  extremely  difagrce- 
able  and  difgufting.  Nothing  can  make  a 
more  odious  appearance,  than  pride  preach¬ 
ing  up  humility,  and  a  man  defcribing  himfelf 
as  exceeding  little,  when  it  plainly  appears  he 
■has  an  Idea  of  himfelf  as  exceeding  great.  In 
order  to  preferve  a  proper  modefty  as  to  our 
Motions  and  fentiments  about  things  of  doubt¬ 
ful  difputation,  and  the  circumftantials  of  re¬ 
ligion,  and  to  abate  that  pofitivenefs  in  our 
Own  w^ay,  which  is  fo  oppolite  to  real  humi¬ 
lity,  and  wdiich  leads  us  to  complain  of  the 
pride  of  other  mens  underftandings,  when 
there  is  no  other  reafon  for  the  charge,  than 
that  they  cannot  adopt  our  notions  or  phra- 
fes  j  let  us  ferioufly  aik  ourfelves  the  follow¬ 
ing  queliions.  Can  I  pretend  to  a  clearer  un- 
derifanding,  to  a  more  diligent  and  impartial 
inquiry  into  revelation,  or  to  greater  degrees 
of  divine  illumination,  than  all  others  who 
difler  in  opinion  from  me  ?  What  grounds 
liave  1  to  imagine  I  am  In  the  full  poiieffion  of 
all  divine  truths  ?  Do  I  not  acknowledge  that 
I  may  err  What- fecuriiy  then  have  1  that  I 
do  not  aftually  err,  in  fome  inftances,  amidft 
the  multitude  of  opinions  which  1  hold  ? 
May  I  not  be  in  a  mihake,  nay,  in  many  mif- 
talc£S,  though  1  am  not  conCcious  of  the  par- 
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licular  iniliances  ?  Is  there  not  sroiind  to  ex- 

O 

pedt,  that  the  adniiffion  into  the  regions  of  per- 
fedt  light,  v/ill  prove  not  only  an  enlargement, 
but  a  corredtion,  of  former  views,  to  men  of 
the  wifelf,  b'eft,  and  fairefl  minds  ?  Such  que- 
flions,  ferioully  put,  and  urged  upon  our  own 
coufciences,.  in  iilence  and  retirement,  and 
under  the  awful  impreffion  of  tb.e  prefence  of 
the  great  Searcher  of  hearts,  would  naturally 
check  that  prefumptuous  coniadenee,  that  our 
own  particular  views  are  certainly  light,  which 
is  fo  common  in  the  world,  and  fo  frequently 
accompanied  with  that  “  wrath  of  man, 
“  which  never  works  the  rivhtcoufnefs  of 

O 

“  God.’^  Such  ferious  foliloquics,  would  lead 
us  to  fufpedt,  that  we  are  departing  from  the 
mecknefs  and  humility  of  the  gorpel-fpirit, 
when  we  allow  ourfelves  to  think  and  tq 
fpeak  hardly  of  others,  becaul'e  they  do  not 
fee  every  thing  juft  in  the  fame  light  with  us, 
have- not  freedom  to  cxprefs  themfelves  in. 
our  phrafes,  which  are,  perhaps,  not  only 
unfcriptural,  but  were  unknown  in  the  Chri- 
ftian  church  for  many  centuries,  and  can 
claim  no  better,  nor  higher  original,  than  thp 
dregs  of  the  fcholaftic  philofophy.  There 
may  be  phrafes  not  ftridUy  fcripmral,  which 
muft  be  acknowledged  to  be  venerable  by 
their  hoary  antiquity  ;  but  even  thefe  ought 
not  to  be  toO'  much  urged  upon  honeft  and 
tender  minds.  May  what  has  been  faid 
have  its  due  weight  and  influence  upon  all 
•  of  us.. 
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•  We  now  conclude  the  whole  with  the  apa- 
ftolic  direction  :  “  Let  us  meditate  on  thefe 
“  things,  let  us  give  ourfelves  wholly  to  them, 
“  that  our  profiting  may  appear  unto  all :  Let 
**  us  take  heed  unto  ourfelves,  and  to  our  doc- 
“  trine,  continuing  in  them;  for  in  fo  doing  we 
“  fiiall  fave  ourfelves,  and  them  that  hear  us.” 
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The  counfel  of  Gamaliel  confidered.- 

By  Robert  Dick,  D.  D. 

Preached  before  the  fociety  in  Scotland  for  propa-- 
gating  Chrifti|^n  Knowledge,  Jan.  4.  t762. 

Acts,  v.  34.  35  35.  37.  38.  39. 

X!)en  flood  there  up  one  in  the  council,  a  -  Pharifee,  named  Gama¬ 
liel,  a  doBor  of  laiv,  had  in  reputation  among  all  the  people, 
and  commanded  to  put  the  apoflles  forth  a  little  fpace. 

And  faid  unto  them,  Te  men  of  Ifrael,.take  heed  to  yourfdves;, 
■what  ye  intend  to  do  as  touching  tbefe  men. 

For  before  thefe  days  rofe  up  Theudas,  boajling  himfelf  to  be 
fame  body,  to  -whom  a  number  of  men,  about  four  hundred, 
joined  themfelves :  -who  -was  flain,  and'all,  as  many  as  obeyed 
him,  -were  fcattered,  and  brought  to  nought. 

After  this  man  rofe  up  Judas  of  Galilee,  in  the  days  of  the  tax¬ 
ing,  and  dre-w  away  much  people  after  him  :  he  alfo  perijhtd, 
and  dll,  even  as  many  as  obeyed  him,  were  difperfed. 

A>ul  now  I  fay  unto  you,  Rejrain  jromdhefe  men,  and  let  them 
alone  :  for  if  this  counfel,  or  this  -work,  he  of  men,  it  -wsM 
come  to  nought  : 

But  if  it  be  of  G(d,  ye  cannot  overthrow  it  ;  leji  haply  ye  be 
found  even  to  fight  againjl  Godi 

THis  wife  counfel  was  occaiioned  by  a 
celebrated  event.  Jefus  of  Nazareth, 
who  had  aflumed  the  character  of  the  Jewifli 
Mefhah,  publiflaed  a  new  dodlrine,  and  gained 
feveral  profelytes after  a  public  trial,  had 
been  condemned  to  death,  as  an  impeftor,  and 
ca'ucified  at  Jerufaiein,  in  the  light  of  the  wholo 
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nation.  The  ignominious  death  of  their  leader, 
gave  feafon  to  expert  the  difperhon  of  his  ad¬ 
herents,  and  the  extinftion  of  his  do(ftrine. 
But  ihefe  hopes  were  difappointed.  The  fol¬ 
lowers  of  Jefus,  although  they  were  perfons  of 
the  loweft  rank,  and  had  difeovered  ftrong 
marks  of  fear  during  his  trial  and  execution,, 
were  animated  with  ama2ing  courage  after  his 
death.  They  boldly  charged  the  Jew'ifh  magi- 
•ftrates  with  the  blood  of  the  Mefliah  ;  declared 
him  to  be  raifed  fi’om  the  dead  by  the  power 
of  God ;  and  advanced  to  a  date  of  high  autho¬ 
rity  and  glory ;  v^herein  he  would  difpenfe  the 
mod  important  bleflings  to  all  his  difciples. 
They  claimed  the  character  of  witnefles  chofen 
for  atteding  his  hidory,  and  that  of  perfons 
commidioned  to  teach  his  doftriue ;  produ¬ 
cing,  for  their  vouchers,  the  miraculous  gifts 
of  the  Holy  Ghod  which  redded  with  them. 
Thefe  bold  pretendons  alarmed  the  rulers  of 
the  nation,  and  engaged  them  in  anxious  deli¬ 
beration  about  the  means  of  fecuring  the  pu¬ 
blic  tranquillity,  and  preventing  the  growth  of 
this  infant  feft.  To  keep,  them  at  a  didance 
from  hardi  meafures,  is  the  objeft  of  an  expe¬ 
rienced  couufellor,  in  the  words  of  the  text ; 
who  demondrates,  by  recent  examples,  drawn 
from  their  own  hidory,  and  by  maxims  of  ac¬ 
knowledged  wifdom,  that,  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
violent  counfels  would  prove  either  needlefs  or 
ineflectuai :  I  fay  unto  you.  Ref  rain  from  thefe 
men,  and  let  them  alone  :  for  if  this  counfel,  or 
this  vjcrk,  be  of  meti)  it  "will  come  to  nought :  but 
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if,  it.  be  of  Cod^  ye  cannot  overthroiv  it.  If  this 
new  fydem  be  the  efFedl  of  fraud  or  delufion, 
it  rauft  foon  come  t>o  nought,  as  it  wants  thofe 
advantages  which  are  eflential  to  the  fuccefs  of 
an  impofture but  if  it  fpring  from  a  higher- 
origin,  equally  vain  and  impious  vvill  be  all  op- 
pohtion,  to  a  religion  fupported  by  the  power 
of  God. 

Such  were  the  refle(5lions  of  wife  men,  when 
the  Chriftian  religion  firft  appeared ;  and  when 
the  competition  was  between  power,  policy,, 
and  learning,  on  the  one  fide,  and  a  few  men. 
of  low  rank,  and  mean  education,  on  tlie  o- 
tlier  j  who,  notwithftanding  thofe  difadvan- 
tages,  undertook  to  fpread  their  doftrine  over 
the  whole  earth.  If  any  of  us  had  been  pre* 
fent  in  that  famous  council,  could  we  have 
reafonably  embraced  a  dilFerent  opinion,  and 
conceived  how  an  impofture,  in  fuch  hands, 
and  under  fuch  circumftances,  fiiould  fpread 
for  many  ages,  and  at  laft  get  pofieliion  of  the 
whole  civilized  world  ?  After  the,  experience 
of  feventeen  hundred  years,  when  the  gofpel 
hath  been  adorned,  with  fo  many  triumphs, 
{hall  w'e  form  a  contrary  judgement,  and  ber 
lieve,  tbat  ftill,  “  this  counfel,  or  this  work,  is 
“  of  men,  and  will  come  ,  to  nought  ?”  May  we 
not  entertaui  a  more  delightful  perfuafion,  that 
this  religion,  which  hath  ftood  fuch  fevcne 
trials,  and  overthrown  fo  many  enemies,  was 
not  introduced  without  a  divine  interpofition, 
nor  afterwards  fupported  without  a  favourable 
providence,  and  fiiall,  from  the  faitte  caufes, 
,  -  continue 


28’4  counfel  of  Ser.  14.. 

continue  tlirougliout  all  ages  ?  For  confirming 
thefe  agreeable  hopes,  let  us  obferve, 

I .  Some  circumftances  which  diftinguifh  thb 
religion  in  its  rife  and  early  progrefs,  from  all 
others  that  have  yet  appeared  :  And  then  con- 
fider, 

,2.  How  far  the  prefent  fituation  of  the 
world,  and  the  vifible  difpofitions  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  feem  to  promife  the  propagation  and 
continuance  of  it» 

This  argument,  ever  comfortable  to  fincere 
Chriftians,  becometh  peculiarly  feafonable, 
when  their  fears  have  been  alarmed  by  the  a- 
poftafy  of  fome  perfons  from  the  profeflion  of 
the  gofpel,  and  by  the  profligacy,  the  luke- 
warmnefs  and  indifierence  of  too  many  who 
continue  in  it.  Under  fuch  difcouraging  cir- 
Gumftances,  it  becometh  us,  on  proper  occar 
fions,  to  review  the  foundations  of  our  reli¬ 
gion,  and  the  reafons  why  we  believe  this  blelT- 
ed  inftitution  lhall  flouriih  to,  the  moft  remote 
generations. 

I.  Our  Saviour  entered  upon  bis  grand  un¬ 
dertaking,  as  a  perfon  commifiioned  from 
Heaven  j  who,  for  his  fuccefs,  relied  only  up¬ 
on  the  power  of  God.  He  poflefled  none  of 
that  authority  which  is  derived  from  rank, 
power,  or  learning  j  which,  in  fpecial  con¬ 
junctures,  hath  mifled  the  credulity  of  men  j 
but  was  born  of  mean  parents,  enjoyed  no  pu- 
plic  character,,  and  had  not  received  a  learned 
education. 
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The  hiftory  of  the  period  in  which  Jefns  ap^ 
peared,  is  inconfiftent  with  any  defign  of  chan¬ 
ging  the  public  religion,  or  with  a  concert  a- 
mong  men  of  wifdom  and  authority  for  intro¬ 
ducing  a  falutary  deception  among  the  people. 
The  Jews  and  the  Romans  united  their  zeal 
againft  the  gofpel  j  which,  in  different  views, 
w^as  odious  to  each  of  them  :  “  Kings  of  the 
“  earth  fet  themfelves,  and  the  rulers  took 
counfel  together,  againft  the  Lord,  and  a- 
“  gainft  his  Anointed  But  vain  was  all 
oppofition  to  the  decrees  of  Heaven  Every 
obftacle  vaniflaed  before  the  Almighty  :  “  The 
“  valleys  were  exalted,  the  mountains  and  hills 
“  were  made  low  ;  the  crooked  was  made 
“  ftraight,  and  the  rough  places  plain  :  and 
“  the  glory  of  the  Lord  \vas  revealed  f.”  In 
this  refpeff,  Chriftians,  the  author  of  our  reli¬ 
gion  diftinguiftieth  himfelf  from  thofe  famous 
lawgivers,  who,  with  the  indulgence  of  their 
difcerning  countrymen,  have  beftowed  a  divine 
origin  upon  human  conftitutions,  to  render 
them  more  venerable  in  the  eyes  of  the  people. 
Jefuswas  no  lawgiver  except  in  thehoufe  of  Godj 
and  inftead  of  aid  or  connivance,  met  With  the 
ihoft  violent  and  concerted  oppofition,  frOm 
the  public  power  and  wifdom  of  his  country. 

As  wc  cannot  afcribe  the  introduflion  of 
our  religion  to  a  meafure  of  policy,  as  little 
can  we  refer  it  to  tlae  ordinary  arts  of  impo- 
fture.  Thefe  generally'  make  application  to 
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the  iutereh,  the  ambition,  or  other  worldly 
paffions  of  a  few  men  j  who  being  once  hear¬ 
tily  engaged,  lind  little  difficulty  in  fpreading 
their  opinions.  A  man  of  courage  and  in¬ 
trigue,  who,  in  an  unfettled  period,  forms  a 
plaulible  fcheme  of  feizing  the  fovereignty  of 
his  country,  will  never  want  accomplices  ready 
to  favour  any  cheat  that  can  facilitate  his  en- 
terprife.  In  this  way,  chiefly,  did  the  great 
prophet  of  tire  Eaft,  rife  to  his  fpiritual  and 
worldly  empire.  The  ufurpation  was  the  ul¬ 
timate  objeft  of  the  irapofture ;  and  the  pro* 
fpedt  of  power  to  be  communicated  with  his 
favourites,  was  a  motive  that  naturally  allured 
profelytes,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  a  thri-^ 
ving  party.  When  to  this  leading  circum- 
ftance  we  add  the  rude  ftate  of  the  people  a-^ 
mongft  whom  this  deceit  was  fir  ft  broached, 
the  dextrous  ufe  made  of  the  Jewifh  and  Cirri* 
ftian  revelations,  and  the  artful  compliances 
with  the  prevailing  paffions  of  that  country,  it 
is  eafy  to  conceive  the  fuccefs  of  a  prophet, 
who  was  foon  to  become  a  confiderable  prince, 
and  poflefs  the  means  of  rewarding  his  dif- 
ciples.  The  fpiritual  and  fecular  authority  be¬ 
ing  once  lodged  in  the  fanre  hands,  is  it  to  be 
wondered  at,  that  a  ftate  rifing  to  power  by  fa¬ 
vourable  conjunctures,  and  the  common  arts 
of  policy,  flrould  extend  her  dominion  and  re¬ 
ligion  by  tire  fame  means  ?  But  what  refenr- 
blance  do  you  find  here  to  the  gofpel  of 
Chrift  ?  Doth  the  character  of  Jefus,  or  of 
the  religion  which  be  publifhed,  bring  to  your 
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thoughts  the  wifdom  of  this  world  ?  Did  he 
promife  to  his  followers,  power,  wealth,  or 
pleafure  ?  Did  he  ufe  any  condefcenfion  to 
the  pafiions  of  men,  and  court  their  favour, 
by  an  indulgence  to  their  vices  ?  Did  he  claim 
for  himfelf  any  temporal  pre-eminence,  or  ac¬ 
commodate  his  do(5lrines  to  fuch  a  defign  ? 
If  any  man  will  come  aftef  me,  let  him  deny 
himfelf,  and  take  up  his  crofs,  and  follow 
“  me  “  The  foxes  have  holes,  and  the 
birds  of  the  air  have  nehs  j  but  the  Son  of 
man  hath  not  where  to  lay  his  head  f.’* 
“  The  princes  of  the  Gentiles  exercife  doml- 
nion  over  them,  and  they  that  are  great,  ex- 
ercife  authority  upon  them.  But  it  fhall  not 
“  be  fo  among  you  :  but  whofoever  will  be 
great  among  you,  let  him  be  your  minifler ; 
and  whofoever  will  be  chief  among  you,  let 
him  be  your  fervant.  Even  as  the  Son  of 
“  man  came  not  to  be  minihered  unto,  but  to 
“  minifter,  and  to  give  his  life  a  ranfom  for 
“  many  1.”  “  My  kingdom  is  not  of  this 

“  world  Is  this  the  language  of  an  impo- 
hor,  or  of  a  prophet  of  f^od?  Did  Mahom.et 
addrefs  his  countrymen  in  fuch  a  drain  ?  Was 
not  his  “  kingdom  of  this  world,”  and  did  not 
his  “  ferva:nts  fight”  for  him  ?  How  unlike  to 
him,  tvLo  “  for  this  caufe  came  into  the  v/orld, 
that  he  might  bear  v/itnefs  to  the  truth  **  !” 

f 

*  Mattb.  xvf.  24.  t  Pv5attli.  vili.  a 9. 

f  Maul).  XX.  25.  a(5.  ay.  aS.  H  John,  xviii.  35. 
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and  be  the  conductor  of  men  to  eternal  hap- 
pinefs  ;  nor  ever  polluted  this  divine  ambition 
•with  the  Icaft  tincture  of  worldly  projedl  ? 

If  the  firft  fuccefs  0/  the  gofpel  was  neither 
•wing  to  the  devices  of  political  wifdom,  nor 
to  the  arts  of  inipofture  working  upon  worldly 
palKons,  have  we  any  other  refource  In  the  folly, 
credulity,  or  enthufiafm  of  our  fpecles,  which 
will  explain  this  appearance,  without  calling  in 
the  power  of  God  ?  Here  we  meet  with  the 
triumphs  of  infidelity,  and  are  prefented  with  a 
pompous  difplay  of  thofe  falfe  religions  which 
have  prevailed  in  the  world.  Thefe,  though 
the  offspring  of  impofture  or  enthufiarm,  yet, 
by  ’fpecious  pretenfions  to  a  divine  original, 
have,  in  their  turns,  infulted  human  reafon, 
and  at  this  moment  fill  the  greateft  part  of  the. 
earth:  nor  is  there  any  other  fecurity  againft 
futh  delufions,  if  we  believe  our  advei'faries, 
than  a  fixed  refolution  to  reject  all  claims  to 
divine  infpiration.  If  fupernatural  works  are 
produced  in  fupport  of  them,  this  pretended 
proof  is  the  fureft  mark  of  fraud,  and  fhould 
determine  every  wife  man  to  difregard  both 
miracles  and  doff  rine,  without  further  inquiry. 
Are  thefe  the  reflcffions  “  of  truth  and  fober- 
“  nefs,”  or  of  a  prejudiced  mind  ?  Becaufe 
falfe  revelations  have  been  pretended,  are  we 
fure  that  God  hath  never  communicated,  in  a 
fupernatural  way,  his  will  to  mankind  ?  Be¬ 
caufe  coun^rfeit  and  forged  miracles  have 
been  obtruded  upon  the  world,  in  order  to 
fupport  the  avarice  and  ambition  of  particular 
't  I  perfons 
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^erfons  or  focicties,  fliall  we  conclude,  that 
God  never,  in  any  infhanee,  interrupted  the 
courfe  of  nature,  or  hamped  the  fcals  of  his 
power  Upon  the  inanifeifations  of  his  pleafuru; 
to  m^n  ?  Is  human  nature  fo  happily  lltuated. 
in  this  world,  and  fo  fecure  with  regard  to  its 
future  condition,  as  to  need  no  other  guidance 
or  confolation  than  what  may  be  derived  from 
the  light  of  nature  ?  Is  it  impoflible,  that  the 
gracious  Father  of  the  world  ihould  make  any 
addition  to  the  dictates  of  nature,  and  give  a 
more  full  difeovery  -of  his  defigns,  in  anfwer  to 
the  earneft;  wifhes  and  liopes  of  his  much-fa* 
voured  creatures  ?  Do  the  ditf'crent  religions  that 
prevail  in  the  World,  ftmcl  fomuch  upon  a  level, 
Us  to  merit  no  feparate  confideration  ?  Do  any 
fyftems  of  religion,  the  Jewiih  and  Chriftian 
being  excepted,  pretend  to  be  founded  in  mi- 
i*acles,  recorded  by  thofe  who  were  eye-vvit- 
ncilcs  of  thofe  miracles,  or  who  lived  at  the 
time  when  thofe  miracles  wei'e  wrought  ?  A- 
fnongft  all  the  ackn,.wledged  delufions  which 
have  overfpiead  the  world,  did  any  one  ever 
take  rife  from  a  courfe  of  pretended  miracles? 
Do  not  Jefus  and  the  prophets,  in  whom  Chri- 
ftians  believe,  and  they  alone,  make  appeals  to 
miracles  for  the  vouching  of  their  commiffion. 
from  God  ?  We  have  often  heard  of  the  w  on¬ 
derful  efiecls  of  enthuflafm  ;  that  perlons  un¬ 
der  this  induence  have  embraced  the  wilcleh  o- 
pMiions,  adhered  to  them  with  obdinacy,  ancl 
fallen  martyrs  to  abfurdity  and  delullon.  Thd 
fact  is  undeniable.  Vvdiat  is  the  realon  of  it  ? 
Von.  il.  B  b  In 
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in  matters  of  opinion,  mer^  frequently  err, 
and  retain  their  falfe  judgements,  with  the 
fame  firmnefs  as  they  do  the  truth.  But  i^ 
this  found  to  be  the  cafe  in  matters  of  fafl  ? 
Was  it  ever  known,  that  twelve  peiTons,  of 
mean  education,  and  plain  charafler,  formed 
a  confident  narrative  of  numerous  facds  which 
never  exifted,  perfifted  in  it  to  the  lad,  with¬ 
out  confeflion  or  deteflion,  and  fealed  the  at- 
tedation  with  their  blood  ?  If  Jefus  had 
wrought  no  miracles,  but  reded  the  credit  of 
his  miflion  upon  the  prophecies  of  the  Old 
Tedament,  or  upon  inward  illuminations  and 
vifions,  he  had  wanted  one  chara<51;er  expected 
in  the  Meffiah  ;  and  the  Jews,  according  to 
his  own  declaration,  had  been  excufable  in 
their  unbelief.  Opinions  derived  fi*om  intex'- 
pi'Ctatjon  and  deduflion,  leave  room  for  mif- 
take ;  and  all  pi'etences  to  vifions,  or  divine 
illumination,  open  a  wide  field  for  fraud  and 
delufion  :  but  our  Saviour  recurred  to  a  ted 
which  no  impodor  ever  fubmitted  to  with  im¬ 
punity  :  “  The  works  that  I  do  in  my  Father’s 
“  name,  they  bear  witnefs  of  me.  If  I  do  not 
the  works  of  my  Father,  believe  me  not. 
“  But  if  I  do,  though  ye  believe  not  me,  be- 
“  lieve  the  wmrks  *=.”  Jn  vain  are  objected  the 
Heathen  and  the  Popilh  miracles,  which  bear 
no  refeinblance  to  thofe  of  jefus  and  his  a- 
podles,  nor  in  any  degree  weaken  the  founda¬ 
tions  of  our  religion.  The  fuperditions  of  the 

*  John,  X,  ij.  37.  38. 
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Heathen  never  boafted  of  this  foundation  ;  nor 
do  tlicir  miracles,  whether  real  or  liHitious, 
hand  connedled  with  any  religious  fyfeem, 
Thofe  ruppofed  to  have  liappened  in  Roman- 
Catholic  countries,  w'ere  performed,  not  as 
proofs  of  a  new  rdigion,  but  of  one  already 
eflabllihed  ■,  not  before  ttnbclievers,  but  de¬ 
votees  •,  net. in  fupport  of  a  feheme  of  piety 
and  fevere  morals,  interfering  in  many  refpeds 
with  the  fecular  interefts  of  thofe  by  whom 
they  were  performed,  but  in  manifert  fubordi- 
nation  to  the  wealth  and  power  of  the  R.omiih 
eftabliflnnent,  and  in  direct  contradiction  to 
that  facred  record  which  all  Chriftians  ac¬ 
knowledge  to  be  the  ftandard  of  their  common 
faith.  To  which  we  mufl  add,  that  the  fraud, 
and  the  method  of  managing  it,  hath,  in  many 
Inftances,  been  clcteCled.  \Vith  what  candour, 
then,  is  our  religion  likened  to  thofe  deluhons 
which  have  amufed  the  credulity  of  men  ?  Do 
we  fee  in  Jefus  a  leglilator,  impofing  upon  his 
fcllow-citizcns,  from  motives  of  private  ambi¬ 
tion,  or  public  utility  ?  or  a  deceiver,  aiming 
plainly  at  wealth  and  pov/er,  and  engaging  af- 
fociates  to  promote  a  fraud  that  will  alFord  an 
ample  recompence  ?  or  an  enthnfiafi:,  who 
from  falfe  interpretations  of  feripture,  incon- 
clufive  reafonings,  inward  illuminations  and 
vifions,  being  fnTt  deceived  himfelf,  aftex'wards 
deceiveth  others  ?  The  Chriftian  revelation, 
according  to  the  hiftory  of  it,  fti  nds  upon  no 
foundation  of  this  fort  ;  but  upon  one  peculiar 
to,  itfelf,  to  which  no  religion  on  earth  ever 
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laid  claim,  if  we  except  that  which  is  profciTed 
by  the  Jewifh  nation.  Acknowledge  this 
foundation,  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  our  reli¬ 
gion  is  plain,  and  accounted  for  :  the  caufe 
bears  a  proportion  to  the  effefl.  Withdraw'  it, 
the  W'hole  becometh  dark  and  inexplicable. 
In  fliort,  without  an  interpofition  of  the  divine 
arm,  the  world  had  never  beheld  the  triumph¬ 
ant  progrefs  of  the.  gofpel  over  fo  many  na¬ 
tions,  while  it  wanted  thofe  favounable  circum- 
hances  which  alone  can  give  fuccefs  to  an  im- 
pofture.  ‘‘  If  it  had  been  of  rnen,”  long  aga 
“  Y.  duld  it  have  come  to  nought but  “  be- 
caufe  it  was  of  God,  it  could  not  be  over- 
“  ihrowm  j”  and  we  trufl,  for  the  fame  reafon, 
never  wjll  be  overthrown.  Which  leads  me 
to  confider. 


ir.  I  low  far  the  prefen  t  fituation  of  the. 
woiutl,  and -the  vifible  difpohtions  of  Provi-, 
dence,  feem  to  promife  the  propagation  and, 
continuance  of  it. 

Wiien  our  religion  was  firft  publiflied,  un¬ 
der  the  difadvantages  that  attended  ir,  men 
might  naturally  conclude,  that  nothing  but  the 
bleflmg  of  God,  and  the, powerful  operation  of 
his  providence,  could  procure  for  it  an  cda..- 
blilhment  in  the  world.  But.  now  that  it  hath, 
fpread  fo  far,  efcaped  fo  many  dangers,  foiled, 
i'uch  povycrful  enemies,  and  fubjefled  the 
greatelt  empires  to  its  influence,  the  extinction 
of  it  would  be  as  ftirprifing,  as  were  its  intro- 
duflion  and.firft  progrefs.  Irregular  conduct,. 
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ot‘  an  ’anhappj"  turn  of  thought,  may  render 
this  inftitution  dlilaftcfiil  to  individuals  j  but 
its  public  authority  is  likely  to  continue  and 
rpread,  without  an  unfavourable  interpofition 
of  the  Almighty,  which  no  Chridian  appre- 
hendeth,  and  I  fuppofe  no  unbeliever  will  rely 
upon.  Some  remarkable  circumftances,  in  tlie 
prefent  fituation  of  the  world,  give  reafotiable 
hopes  that  our  religion  will  fdon  vifit  diftant 
nations,  and  be  fettled-"-among  them  upon  a 
more  lecure  foundation  than  in  any  former 
period..  As  this  event  would  furnilli  an  addi¬ 
tional  argument  of  divine  favour  towards  Chrl- 
ftianity,  fo  would  it  likcwife' give  a  natural  fc~ 
curity  for  its  duration,  notwithftanding^ny  lo¬ 
cal  or  temporary  decline  from' particular  cau- 
fes.  The  prefent  courfe  of  empire  and  com¬ 
merce,  opens  a  delightful  profpedt  to  evei-y  fe- 
rious  obferver.  As  it  taketh  rife  from  nations 
eulightened  by  true  religion  and  valuable  fci- 
ence,  and  fpreadeth  into  Heathen  and  Maho¬ 
metan  couirtries,  thofe.  remote  regions  are  in- 
fpired  with  veneration  for  an  inftitution,  wliicli 
is  adopted  by  men  fuperior  to  themfclv’es,  anil 
is  found  in  company  with  fo  many  improve¬ 
ments.  Perfons  who  in  fome  views  are  indifle- 
ront  about  our  religion,  become  intereded  in 
its  propagation,  and  will  not  negle61:  what  they 
know  to  be  the  moft  fatred  bond  of  union  a- 
moRg  men,  and  conducive  to -the  fuccefs  of 
their  feciuar  projeHs.  When,  thei'efore,  we 
behold  the  wlicrle  Chriflian  world  convinced, 
a&'.by  infpiration,  that  an  extendve  commerce 
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with  cilifant  nation?.  Is  the  only  fure  foun¬ 
tain  of  wealth  and  dominion,  and  llrain.ing  all 
their  faculties  to  acquire  this  treafure,  which 
cannot  be  done  efFedlually  without  fpreading 
the  gofpcl  ;  do  we  not  fee  the  all  wife  Qod  ta¬ 
king  into  his  own  fervice  the  intereft  and  the  ■ 
ambition  of  men,  the  moft  univerfal,  and  the 
rnofl  powerful  principles  of  human  aclion,  and  , 
rendering  them  the  inftruments  of  his  own . 
glory  ?  How  weak,  are  the  devices  of  men  j 
and  hov/  infallible  the  counfels  of  God  !  How 
inexhauftible  are  the  refources  of  the  INIoft 
High,  for  accomplifhing  his  gracious  purpofes, , 
while  he  employeth  not  only  the  virtues  and 
the  talents  of  his  fervants,  but  the  vices  and  the 
avorldly  views  of  men  which  have  long  difho-  - 
MOurcd  religion  where  it  hath  been  planted,  tO' 
diffufe  it  unto  unknown  regions,  and  render  the^ 
>',ame  of  the  B.edeemer  glorious  over  the  whole 
earth  !  “  O  the  depth  of  the  riches  of  thC; 
“  wifdom  and  knowledge  of  God  J  how  un- 
“  fearchable  are  his  judgements,  and  his  ways 
“  paft  finding  out  *  !  ” 

While  the  gofpel  is  gradually  enlightening 
the  dark  places  of  the  earth,  it  would  be  me-, 
lancholy  to  fee  thofe  nations  v/hich  have  long 
enjoyed  its  falutary  influence,  become  infen- 
iible  to  their  h.appincfs.  From  this  quarter, 
however,  the  jufteft  fears  of  Chriftians  are, 
thought  to  aiife.  Men  are  apt  to  grow  weary, 
of  the  greateft  blefllngs,  and  from  the  love  of 
UiOvelty,  the  affetfiation  of  dihinftion,  and 
•  F-cu..  xi. 
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fomeiimes  from  vicious  difpofitions,  to  under¬ 
value  the  religion  of  their  fathers  ;  to  cherilh 
doubts  about  the  truth  of  it;  and  at  laft,  ei¬ 
ther  to  dilbelievc,  or  to  become  perfectly  in¬ 
different  whether  it  be  true  or  falfe.  When 
we  fuppofe  the  profligate,  the  indifterent,  and 
the  unbelieving,  to  be  all  combined  againll  our 
holy  faith,  and  to  be  poflefled  of  fuch  advan¬ 
tages  as  add  weight  to  their  opinions  and  ex¬ 
ample,  the  fliuation  o^  the  Chriftian  church 
appears  to  be  almofl;  delperate  :  but  a  more 
matin  e  conflderation  of  thefe  appearances  will 
diminilh  our  fears,  and  fatisfy  us,  that  although ^ 
fuch  charafters  themfelves  be  deftitute  of  reli¬ 
gious  comforts,  their  influence  cannot  prove 
fatal  to  a  public  profeflron,  nor  endanger  any. 
eflablifhment  that  fupporteth  it.  Be  pleafed  to 
obferve  them  more  particularly. 

Men  ppenly  vicious  and  immoral,  can  derive 
no  credit  upon  any  fcheme  of  opinions  or  prac¬ 
tices,  but  difgrace  every  llandard.  under  which 
they  are  ranged.  They  are  feldom  conhilted 
in  modelling  a  church,  or  in  framing  inflitu- 
tions  of  civil  government.  Their  characler 
difqualifieth  them  for  fuch  employment  :  and 
fhould  they,  by  the  unfearchable  order  of 
Providence,  be  placed  at  the  head  of  human 
affairs,  as  hath  often  been  the  cafe,  their  de- 
ligns  cannot  be  carried  into  execution,  without 
the  affiftance  of  others  who  are  probably  of  a 
different  difpofltion,  and  will  difappoint  their 
impious  counfels.  Befldes,  the  paflions  of  ^ 
vicious  man  are  feldom  gratified  by  changing 
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the  religion  of  his  country.  Particular  indul¬ 
gences  are  his  only  obje(5t,  which  he  generally 
obtains  by  lefs  invidious  means.  Religion  is* 
beheld  with  veneration,  even  by  the  wicked,  ■' 
who  are  qften- willing_to  . efface  their  ^crimes,  by 
the  nioft  zealous  encouragement  of  public  pie¬ 
ty  ;  and  facred  inftitutions  are  ever  the  laff 
thing  attacked  by  the  mcfl  wanton  and  cruel 
tyranny.  In  the  revolutions  of  this  fliufluating 
world,  religious  fyflemshave  generally  afeended- 
from  the  fubjefts  to  the  foviereign  *,  and  in  thofe 
few  cafes  where  the  throne  may  be  thought  ra¬ 
ther  to  have  given  than  received  a  religion,  it 
was  never  filled  by  a  profligate  prince  *.  Such 
charafters,  either  continue  in  their  old  pro-- 
feffion,  or  being  equally  indlfpofed  to  all  kinds 
of  religion,  are  diflinguilhed  only  by  their  im-  - 
piety. 

•  Henry  VIII.  of  Erigland  is  rather  an  apparent  than  a 
real  exception  from  this  oblervation.  Although  we  flionld 
fuppofe  this  prince  to  deferve  the  charatSei  here -mentioned, .. 
which  is  a  queftionable  point;  yet  could  he  not  he  deem-' 
ed  to  have  changed  the  public  religion.  His  paiiions  car¬ 
ried  him  to  aholiOi  the  Papal  jurifdi(£lion  in  England,  and  • 
t6  feize  a  confiderable  pari  of  the  ccclefiaflical  revenues ; 
but  Henry’s  reformation  proceeded  no  fattlier.  He  con¬ 
tinued  zealoufly  attached  to  the  ancient  doiSlrines  and 
worQiip;  and  perfecuted,  with  his  ufual  violence,  every 
deviation  from  them,  during  his  whole  reign.  England,  at 
this  period,  was  not  more  reformed  from  the  errors  of  the 
cliurch  of  Rome,  than  France  is  at  prefent.  Btfides,  it  is 
not  intended,  in  this  part  of,  the  argument,  to  difiinguiili 
between  the  different  forms  under  which  the  fame  religion 
appears,  but  between  religious  fyftcms  that  ate  raiftd  up-. 
OB  dlAiutSl  and  feparate  foundations. 
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The  iadifierent  are  enemies  from  whom  \vc- 
have  ftiil  lefs  to  fear.  Th^y  are  lofl:  indeed  to* 
the  Chrafian  church  j  but  they  introduce  no 
other  fyidem,  and  leave  the  eftablifhed  faith  in- 
full  fecurity. 

The  oppofition  of  unbelievers,  which  may 
feem  the  moft  alarming,  is  Icfs  to  be  dreaded- 
ihan  is  commonly,  thought.  Having  no  other 
religion  to  put  in  competition  with  Chrihianity, 
their  zeal  bccomcth  inefFectual,  through  the: 
want  of  a  determinate;  obje^l.  They  will  never, 
revive  the  fapei-ftitions  of  the  Heathen.  As 
little  regard  have  they  for  the  religion  of  Ma¬ 
homet.  Claiming  itfelf  a  divine  original,  and 
allowing  the  fame  honour  to  Chriitianitv,  it 
can  find  no  admirers  among  thofe  who  reje^. 
all  pretences  to  infpiration.  Shall  our  religion, 
then  come  to  an  end,  without  any  other  fub— 
hliuted  in  its  room  ?  or  fliall  the  religion  of. 
nature  be  at  laft  declared  fufiicient  for  the  di- 
reflion  and  the  comfort  of  human  life  •,  and  alL 
Tidditions,  either  to  the  matters  it  contains,  on¬ 
to  the  evidence  upon  which  it  is  founded,  be 
deemed  fuperfluous  This  fuppoiition  can 
proceed  from  thofe  only  w'ho  admit  into  their 
lyhem  the  belief  of  a  particular  Providence, 
and  of  a  future  hate  of  retribution  ;  about, 
which  iatcrchiug  points,  thofe  who  rejetfl  the- 
gufpel  are  not  yet  agreed.  Even  after  thiS' 
fuppoftlon,  rnay'we  not  be  allotved  to  alh,  in 
'.vliat  age  or  country  this  religion  ever  prevail¬ 
ed,  witliout  the  aid  of  politivG' inflitutions  ? 
Should  thefq  be  adjded  to  naiu.vai  religion,  by, 
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the  mofl;  refpe(flable  atithority  upon  earth,  in- 
order  to  unite  men  in  a  public  profeffion  ;  how 
unequal  would  be  the  competition,  between  a 
creature  of  human  policy,  which  is  but  of 
yelferday,  and  a  plan  of  inftitutions,  venerable 
from  their  antiquity,  and  confxrated  by  the 
belief  of  a  divine  original  ?  but  whh  what 
propriety  can  we  ftete  an  oppofuion  between 
the  religion  of  nature  and  the  golpel  of  Chriil:  ?' 
Is  not  every  article  of  the  iormer  incorporated- 
into  the  latter  ?  And  wdtat  is  there,  in  the 
■whole  compafs  of  Chrhtianity  thtis  completed, 
that  can  be  unacceptable  to  th.e  Ions  of  men  i 
Can  it  difpleale  them  to  fee  the  diclates  of  na¬ 
ture  confirmed  by  the  telbimony  of  God  him- 
felf  ?  the  dc^lrincs  flic  taught  concerning  God- 
and  Providence,  and  all  the  joyful  hopes  fre 
ever  gave  her  children,  improved  and  flrcngth- 
ened  ?  Can  men  take  exception  at  that  effu- 
fion  of  divine  light,  and  thofe  gracious  offers 
of  mercy,  which  fo  v/ell  fuit  the  neccflicies  of  a 
dark  and  finful  bate  ?  Doth  the  ignorant  ob¬ 
ject  againft  inftruflion  ?  the  criminal  againft  a 
pardon  ?  the  flave  of  fin  againft  the  liberty  of 
the  fons  of  God  ?  he  who  is  finking  under  tlie 
natural  fears  of  death,  againft  the  hopes  of  a 
refurrC(ftion  to  eternal  life  ?  “  How  can  thefe 

“  things  be  ?  ”  The  myfteries  of  our  religion, 
which  could  not  have  been  difcovered  without 
a  divine  revelation,  and  the  miraculous  -works 
upon  which  it  is  built,  may  raife  difguft  and- 
fulpicions  in  a  few  minds,  which  medicate  w  ith 
too  little  nioJefiy  upon  the  ways  of  God  j  but 
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to  ihe  far  greater  part  of  Cliriftians,  even  thefe 
will  appear  the  ornament  and  glory  of  om* 
faith,  and  prove  a  principal  fource  of  their 
warmeft  attachment,  lake  natural  religion, 
feparated  from  the  Chriftian,  without  the  pe¬ 
culiar  inftitutiens,  doflrines,  and  promifes  of 
the  gofpel ;  and  take  that  fame  natural  religion, 
fupported  by  the  ftupendous  miracles,  adorned 
with  the  venerable  rites,  and  animated  with  the 
glorious  profpefts  of  the  gofpel  ;  offer  each  of 
them  to  mankind,  the  one  as  difeovered  by  the 
force  of  human  fagacity,  and  the  other  as  re¬ 
vealed  by  God  himfelf ;  alk  which  fyftem  they 
would  chufe  for  the  meafure  of  their  condu*£l:, 
and  the  foundation  of  their  hopes  ?  We  need 
not  hefitate  about  the  anfwer.  I'he  experi¬ 
ment  hath  been  made,  and  we  know  the  iffue  : 
“  The  foolifhnefs  of  God  proved  v/ifer  than 
“  men  *,  and  the  weaknefs  of  God  flionger 

than  men 

While  one  clafs  of  unbelievers  are  unable, 
another,  more  valuable,  w’e  mufl  fuppofe  un¬ 
willing  to  give  any  obflruclion  to  the  gofpel  of 
Chrift.  If  you  place  in  this  number  any  who 
embrace  the  great  articles  of  natural  religion, 
and  believe  in  a  God,  a  providence,  and  a  fu¬ 
ture  ftate  of  retribution  ;  who  love  mankind, 
venerate  the  inAitutions  of  their  country,  and 
abhor  every  innovation  inconfillent  with  the 
public  happinefs  j  from  fuch  charaflers  ourholy 
faith  will  be  in  little  danger.  They  will  never 
fet  themfelves  to  change  the  religion  of  their 

•  I  Cor.  i.  15. 
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country,  till  a  convi^flon  of  its  pernicious  ten¬ 
dency,  and  Its  lofs  of  credit  among  the  people, 
have  paved  the  way  for  this  attempt.  Of  fuch 
a  conjundfure  Chriftians  need  not  be  afraid. 
The  gofpel  hath  hitherto  proved  victorious 
over  every  rival,  when  the  conflict  was  main¬ 
tained  upon  equal  terms  ;  nor  can  an  inftance 
be  produced,  of  any  nation  where  this  religion, 
once  planted,  was  afterv/ards  extirpated  with¬ 
out  the  force  of  arms.  In  every  country  where 
Chriflianity  is  eftabliflied,  the  body  cf  the 
people,  howevei'  negligent  of  its  laws,  retain 
their  belief  of  its  divine  original,  and  make  the 
promifes  contained  in  it  the  foundation  of  their 
hopes.  Till  the  cafe  be  altered,  a  few  excep¬ 
tions  furnifh  no  ground  of  anxiety.  There  is 
no  caufe  to  be  alarmed  by  a  few  fpeculative 
men  ;  w'ho,  fond  of  novelty,  and  eager  to  dif- 
tinguilh  themfelves  from  the  reft  of  mankind, 
dilTemlnate  notions  above  the  comprehenfton, 
or  repugnant  to  the  common  fenfe,  of  their 
fellows,  without  diferetion,  and  generally  tvith- 
out  fuccefs.  "Whatever  talents  or  virtues  fuch 
characlers  may  poftefs,  they  are  not  likely  to  - 
overthrow  the  religion  of  their  country. 

If,  Chriftians,  we  profefs  a  religion  fo  .con- 
fonant  to  reafon,  and  to  the  univerfal  anticipa¬ 
tions  of  human  nature,  that  no  fyftem  which 
bath  yet  appeared,  could  fupport  a  competi¬ 
tion  with  it  upon  equal  terms  i  if  we  entertain 
no  fears  from  the  power  of  a  conqueror,  nor 
from  the  fucceis  of  any  new  impoliure  j  if  na¬ 
tural  religion  is  become  a  part  of  the  Chriftian, 
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every,  article  of  the  former  being  incorporated- 
into  the  latter  j  if  neither  the  profligate,  the 
indifferent,  nor  even  unbelievers,  ^vho  preferve 
a  regard  for  the  happincfs  of  fociety,  cap  ex¬ 
cite  any  juft  apprehenfions  that  the  public  pro- 
feffion.  and  belief  of  our  religion  is  coining  to 
an  end  :  arguing  from  fecond  caufes,  of  which 
only  we  have  treated  under  this  head,  we 
would  conclude  it  to  be  the  will  of  God,  and 
the  determination  of  his  providence,  that  this 
religion  lhall  not  come  to  nought;  and  there¬ 
fore,  according  to  the  principle  of  Gamaliel, 
that  “  this  counfel  and  work  is  not  of  men.” 
Can  the  mind  of  a  Chriftian  be  more'  atree- 
ably  employed,  than  in  contemplating  the  per¬ 
petuity  of  that  fpiritual  kingdom  which  'od 
hath  eredted,  among  mankind,  for  difpl  tying 
his  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  recovering  and  im¬ 
proving  his  degenerate  creatures,  and  leading 
them  to  endlefs  happineft  ?  Can  a  Chriftian 
reflect,  without  the  higheft  joy,  that  the  holy- 
faith  which  hath  deicended  to  him  from  his 
anceftors,  which  hath  fo  often  refre/hed  him 
with  confolations,  and  elevated  him  with  the 
moft  glorious  hopes,  fliall  fpread  its  influence 
ftill  wider,  and  extend  its  blcffings  to,  the  moft 
remote  ages  ?  that  the  church  of  God,  the  de- 
pofltary  of  his  laws  and  promifes,  which  hath 
ftood  unmoved  under  reany  a  iroim,  lliall  ftill, 
notwithftanding  “  the  winds  that  ,  blow',  arid 
“  the  rains  that  dcfcencl,”  continue  flxtd  ‘‘  like 
“  Mount  Zion,  that  cannot  be  moved 

The  promife  of  God  is,  without  queflion, 
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the  moft  folid  foundation  foi'  the  faith  of  a 
Chriftian.  Whoever  recals  to  his  thoughts  the 
declaration  of  our  Saviour,  “  That  his  church 
is  built  upon  a  rock  ;  and  that  the  gates  of 
hell  fliall  not  prevail  againft  it  *'  j”  and  that 
he  will  be  with  his  fervants  unto  the  end  of 
“  the  woi'ld  t>”  while  they  are  employed  in 
fupporting  and  propagating  his  religion,  can 
entertain  no  doubt  that  thefe  declarations  will 
be  accompliihed,  either  by  the  miraculous  in- 
terpofxtion  of  God,  or  by  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  his  providence.  It  is,  however,  an  addi¬ 
tional  comfort  when  a  Chriftian  obferveth  the 
ptirticular  fteps  and  arrangements  of  providence, 
by  which  God  accompliftxeth  his  gracious  pur- 
pofes.  By  thefe  meditations  our  faith  is 
ftrengthened,  and  we  acquire  the  joyful  affu- 
rance’,  that  while  we  are  engaged  in  fpreadingour 
holy  religion,  we  are  fupported  by  the  divine 
providence,  and  are  fellow- workers  with  God. 
To  this  honourable  charaaer  the  fociety  for 
propagating  Chriftian  knowledge  are  juftly  in- 
titled.  This  worthy  body  have  chofen  for  the 
objea  of  their  aftbeiation,  the  noble  defign  of 
diftufing,  among  their  fellow  creatures,  the 
knowledge  of  God,  and  his  Son  Jefus  Chiift. 
Diftant  iTations  have  felt  the  benefit  of  their 
pious  zeal,  while  the  uncivilized  parts  of  their 
own  country  have  juftly  engaged  tlieir  more 
particular  attention. 

The  highlands  and  iflands  of  Scotland  have 
•  Matth.  ivL  16.  t  Mauh.  xivili.  ao. 
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long  been  diflinguiftied  from  the  otlier  parts  of 
Great  Britain,  by  an  imperfe<Si:  knowledge  of 
religion,  and  a  {lender  acquaintance  with,  the 
arts  of  life.  The  clhFerence  of  manners  and 
language,  with  an  inacceilible  fltuation,  had 
formed  an  unfortunate  partition  between  the 
inhabitants  of  thofe  countries,  and  their  more 
improved  feilow-citizens,  which  ejtcluded  them 
from  thofe  advantages  that  w’ould  naturally 
have  accompanied  a  freer  communication. 
When  the  fouthern  provinces  were  recovered 
from  the  errors  of  Popery,  far  advanced  in  ufe- 
ful  arts,  and  living  under  the  influence  of  mild 
and  equitable  laws,  a  great  pai-t  of  the  high¬ 
landers  continued  hill  under  the  miferies  of 
fuperflition,  and  barbarous  manners,  cut  off 
from  the  benefits  of  true  religion,  and  a  free 
government.  The  minifirations  of  tlteir  wor¬ 
thy  pafiors,  with  the  aflillance  of  their  more 
enlightened  countrymen,  althougit  they  dimi- 
nifhed,  were  unable  to  cure  thofe  evils ;  rroa* 
had  any  other  means  of  reformation  occurred 
to  the  public,  when  the  fociety  already  men¬ 
tioned  engaged  in  this  great  work.  The  fug- 
cefs  which  hath  accompanied  their  labours, 
juftifieth  the  wifdom  of  the  defign,  and  the 
prudent  methods  employed  in  the  execution  of 
it.  Making  application  to  that  early  age  which 
is  freed;  from  prejudice,  and  mofi;  fufceptible 
of  good  imprefiions,  they  have  been  able  to^ 
pu'cvcnt  thofe  errors  and  bad  habits,  which 
could  not,  by  human  means,  have  been  remo¬ 
ved  in  more  advanced  years.  By  joining  to  re- 
C  c  2  ligious 
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ligious  inftru£lion,  fon'ie  branches  of  fccular  e- 
ducatlon,  they  have  rendered  their  plan  more 
compleat,  and  alleviated  thofe  prejudices  which 
v/ovild  have  obfiructed  a  reformation  purely 
religious.  Even  Roman-Catholic  parents  arc 
reconciled  to  the  dehgn,  and  with  eagernefs 
fend  their  children  to  fchools  where  they  fee  a 
foundation  laid  for  their  future  profperity  in 
the  world.  I  am  authorifed  to  inform  this 
afleinbly,  that  140  fchools  are,  at  this  prefent 
time,  maintained  by  the  focietyj  and  that,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  lateft  reports  concerning  the 
Rate  of  them,  the  number  of  fcholars,  of  both 
fexcs,  amounteth  to  6693,  feveral  of  whom-, 
befides  being  inflruifled  in  reading  and  writing, 
aritlimetic,  and  church- mullc,  are  alfo  taught 
fomc  kinds  of  manufacture  fuited  to  their  cir- 
cumftanccs  *.  Having  been  lately  employed 
in  a  public  fervice,  T  had  an  opportunity  of  vi- 
fit  .*4  many  of  thofe  fchools  which  are  fettled 
in  the  molt  remote  and  uncultivated  parts  of 

•  His  Majefly  makes'ar.  annual  donation  of  L.  1000,  to 
be  employed  by  the  general  aflembly  of  the  church  of 
Scotland,  for  the  reformation  of  the  highlands  and  iflands, 
and  places  where  Popery  and  ignorance  prevail.  The 
afft-rably  ijSo  appointed  fome  miniflers,  of  which  the  au¬ 
thor  of  tills  fermon  was  one,  to  vifit  thofe  countries  which 
are  the  obje6t  of  the  Royal  bounty.  The  vifuors,  at  the 
reejoeft  of  the  fociety  for  propagating  Chriflian  knowledge, 
inquired  into  the  ftate  of  the  fociety’s  fchools  ;  and  from 
the  .ability  of  the  mailers,  the  proficiency  of  the  fcholars, 
and  the  general  difpofition  of  the  inhabitants  to  have  their 
childien  well  educated,  were  thoroughly  convinced,  that 
the  Ttiofl  happy  effects  might  be  expected  from  this  well- 
■  judged,  charity. 
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oui'  country  ;  and  from  my  own  pei Tonal  ob- 
lervation,  coincident  entirely  with  a  public 
teftimony  of  one  of  my  Reverend  colleagues 
from  this  place,  can  allure  the  fociety,  that 
their  pious  labours  are  not  loll ;  and  that  they 
are  employing  the  mofl  efTedtual  method  of 
curing  religious  errors  and  political  prejudices^ 
of  banifhing  a  fpirit  of  idlenefs  and  rapine,  of 
adding  ufeful  citizens  to  the  commonwealth, 
a«d  valuable  members  to  the  church  of  God. 
Nay,  there  is  ground  to  believe,  that  the  good 
feed  fown  in  thefe  nuiTeries  of  piety  and  virtue, 
hath  already  produced  glorious  fruits ;  and 
that  fome  of  thofe  gallant  men  who  have  ap¬ 
peared  with  fo  much  renown  in  the  caufe  of 
their  country,  received  from  this  charity  their 
firft  qualification  for  this  honourable  fervice. 

The  fociety  need  no  incitement  to  perlill  in 
their  “  labours  of  love.”  A  confeioufnefs 
that  tbeir  endeavours  have  been  fuccefsful, 
is  at  prefent  a  fullicient  and  a  glorious  reward  ; 
and  they  know,  that  they  flaall  reap  ftill  more 
“  abundantly,  if  they  faint  not.”  It  would  be 
injurious  to  fuppofe,  that  fo  noble  an  under- 
taking. Ihould  languiih  through  want  of  en¬ 
couragement.  In  an  age  which  abounds  in 
humanity  towards  every  I'pecies  of  mifery,  and 
in  public  fpirit  to  forward  every  worthy  plan, 
fhaii  hearts  or  hands  be  wanting,  to  refeue 
men  from  the  vaffalage  of  fin  and  Satan,  and 
add  new  fubjecls  to  the  immortal  empire  of 
God,  and  of  his  Son  jelus  Chrift  ?  The  great 
defigns  of  the  Ahnighcy  muit  prove  lucceisful; 

C  c  3  “  The- 


2o6  The  counfel  of,  Bcc.  Sei’.  14. 

The  floods  may  lift  up  their  voice,  but  the 
**  Lord  on  high  is  mightier  than  the  noife  of 
.  **  many  waters  The  governor  of  the  world 
can  never  want  inftruments  to  accomplifh  his 
own  counfels.  The  little  projects  of  men  may 
fucceed  or  mifcarry  ;  the  empires  of  this  world 
.  may  rife  and  fall  in  fuccefiion  ;  but  amidft  all 
the  viciffitudes  of  this  lower  world,  every  Chri- 
flian  refts  allured,  that  “  the  kingdoms  of  the 
earth  lhall  become  the  kingdoms  of  God, 
“  and  of  his  Ghrift.”  May  this  blelTed  period 
arrive  j  may  “  the  name  of  God  be  hallowed  j, 
may  his  kingdom  come  ;  and  his  will  be  done 
“  on  earth,  as  it  is  done  in  heaven.”  AmeUi 

*  Pfal.  xciii.  4. 
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The  Influence  of  piety  on  the  public  good.. 

By  Alexander  Gerard,  D.  D. 

Preached  before  the  General  Aflembly  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland,  May  31.  1761. 

Deut.  vi.  24. 

^ - To  fear  the  Lord  our  Cody  for  our  good;  aU 

u'ays, 

ONE  age  is  diftingulfhed  from  another  by 
no  circumftance  moi*e  remarkably,  than 
by  the  particular  vices  which  are  predominant,, 
and  the  particular  virtues  which  are  unfafhion- 
able  in  it.  There  is  no  vice  which  marks  the 
character  of  the  prefent  age  more  ftrongly  than 
irreligion.  Piety  is  very  generally  difregarded, 
or  allowed  to  have  only  a  fmall  degree  of 
worth  i  the  moft  unaffetSted  expreffions  of  it 
are  ftudioufly  avoided  by  many,  and  profefledly 
ridiculed  by  fome.  Yet  the  moft  natural  fen- 
timents  of  the  human  heart  proclaim,  in  very 
intelligible  language,  that  piety  is  the  firft  and 
nobleft  of  the  virtues,  and  has  a  peculiar  pre¬ 
rogative  above  all  the  I'eft.  We  are  urged  to 
the  praflice  of  fome  virtues  by  our  ftrong  fenfe 
of  their  inviolable  obligation  :  we  are  allured 
to  the  love  of  othcf  virtues  by  the  high  appro¬ 
bation 
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batloa  of  their  excellence,  which  rifes  in  every 
well-difpofed  mind.  But  piety  is  equally  in- 
forced  by  both  thefe  fentunents.  Its  obligatio.n 
Ts  indifpenfable,  and  ite  excellence  is  fupreme  : 
it  is  at  once  our  ftridt  duty,  and  the  greateft 
glory  of  human  chara^lers.  It  has  thus  a  wit- 
nefs  of  its  lingular  dignity  in  the  breafl:  of  every 
man. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  difcover  the  caufes  of 
that  perverlion  of  fentiment,  which  has  funk 
piety  fo  far  below  its  genuine  rank,  in  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  prefent  generation.  It  is  more 
difficult  to  find  a  remedy  for  this  bafe  perver- 
fion.  It  is  doubtlefs,  however,  worth  while  to 
try  every  method  which  is  likely  to  have  any 
force.  This  generation  of  men  lay  claim  to>a 
great  degree  of  public  fpirit,  and  delire  to  be 
thought  deeply  concerned  for  the  interelis  of 
fociety  :  will  it  then  be  unallowable,  on  this  oc- 
calion,  to  addrefs  that  generous  concern  for 
the  public  good,  which  all  profefs  to  enter¬ 
tain,  in  favour  of  piety,  which  fonie  defpife, 
and  wanjv  totally  neglecl  i*  Were  a  perfon  to 
attempt  erecting  piety  at  once  on  its  genuine 
foundation,  many  would  think  the  attempt 
unworthy  of  their  notice.  Were  we  to  infill: 
on  the  obligation  and  propriety  of  paying  fome 
regard  to  infinite  perfection  ;  were  we  to  repre- 
fent  the  excellence  of  a  temper  which  implies 
the  love  of  goodnefs,  and  the  foundnefs  of  the 
whole  conflitution  of  the  foul  *,  were  we  to  dif- 
play  the  refined  joys  which  are  mfeparable 
from  the  exercife  of  devout  affections,  or  to 
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fpeak  of  the  eternal  happinefs  with  which  God 
will  ‘‘reward  them  that  diligently  I'cek  him 
our  arguments  might,  perhaps,  be  addrefied  to 
principles  of  the  human  mind  which  many  pre¬ 
tend  not  to  pofTefs.  But  when  we  propofe  to 
Ihow,  that  true  piety  has  the  drongeft  tendency 
to  promote  the  public  intereds  of  fociety,  we 
befpeak  a  principle  of  aflion  which  none  would 
willingly  be  thought  to  want ;  tve  may  reafon- 
ably  expeft  a  favourable  hearing  from  all  who 
have  truly  public  fpirit :  and  if  this  principle, 
or  any  other  principle,  diould  bring  men  once 
to  regard  piety  without  prejudice,  they  would 
foon  be  captivated  with  its  native  charms,  and 
become  folicltous  to  cultivate  it  in  their  hearts. 

In  the  text,  Mofes  informs  the  people  of  If- 
rael,  that  “  the  Lord  commanded  them  to  fear 
“  the  Lord  their  God,  for  their  good  always,” 
for  their  national  profperity.  The  republic  of 
Ifracl  was  a  theocracy,  a  polity  under  the  im¬ 
mediate  protection  of  Jehovah  ;  who  governed 
it  by  a  fpecial  providence,  and  was,  in  a  pecu¬ 
liar  fenfe,  the  king  of  this  people.  But  it  w'as 
not  only  on  this  account  that  piety  was  con¬ 
ducive  to  their  national  profperity  ;  it  is  in  its 
own  nature  unchangeably  conducive  to  the 
happinefs  of  every  nation.  AVe  may  exhort 
every  people  under  heaven  “  to  fear  the  Lord 
“  for  their  good.” 

To  fear  the  Lord,  is  to  be  truly  pious  and 
religious.  In  tlie  place  of  religion  men  fubhi- 
tute,  fometimes  idle  lu perdition,  confiding  in 
*  ILb.  li.  6. 
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groundlefs  terrors,  and  folicitude  about  things 
indifferent  ;  and  fometimes  bold  enthuflafm, 
implying  unaccountable  and  unmeaning  fer¬ 
vour.  But  true  piety  is  diftin£t  from  both.  It 
is  founded  on  juft  fentiments  of  the  nature  and 
perfedtions  of  God,  derived  both  from  his 
works  and  from  his  word,  and  cherilhed  and 
rendered  habitually  prefent  to  the  mind  by  fre¬ 
quent  meditation.  It  is  a  temper  compounded 
of  reverence,  love,  gratitude,  and  fubmiflion, 
towards  the  greateft  and  the  heft  of  beings, 
prevailing  habitually  in  the  foul^  and  exprefled 
in  Iincere  and  regtilar  devotion.  The  Chri- 
ftian  religion  reprefents  the  character  of  God 
as  in  the  higheft  degree  worthy  of  all  our  pious 
regards,  by  alluring  us  that  he  is  “  God  our 
“  Saviour  by  informing  us  of  the  ftupen- 
dous  difpenfation  of  grace  for  the  redemption, 
of  the  apoftate  WQi'ld,  which  he  has  carried  on, 
It  therefore  requires  thefe  regards,  raifed  to, 
tlie  greateft  purity  and  ardor,  and  exerted  in 
the  raoft  fpiritual  exercifes  of  worlhip,  addrelT- 
cd  to  Godin  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
animated  by  the  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Such  is  Chriftian  piety,  which,  it  is  our  de- 
flgn  to  prove,  has  the  flrongeft  tendency  to 
promote  the  public  interefts  of  civil  focicty.: 
And  after  having  proved  this,  we  flrall  fliow 
what  influence  the  conflderation  of  it  ouoht  to 
have  on  all  ranks  of  men. 

Firjiy  "We  fhall  prove,  that  piety  has  the.' 

•  Tit.  ili.  4.  ■ 
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ftrongcft  tendency  to  promote  the  public  in- 
terefts  of  civil  focicty. 

The  great  end  of  religion,  doubtlefs,  is  to  fit 
men  for  eternity  :  but  it  likewife  fits  them  for 
all  the  duties  of  the  prefent  life.  The  prefent  ^ 
and  the  future  flate  of  human  beings  are  two 
parts  of  the  fame  whole.  We  can  be  rendered 
happy  in  the  latter  only  by  being  ufeful  in  the 
former.  To  employ  an  appearance  of  religion 
as  a  means  of  accomplifliing  fecular  defigns,  is 
a  bafe  proftitution  of  religion,:  but  religion 
fincerdy  embraced  and  fteadily  adhered  to  for 
its  own  fake,  will  be  the  moft  powerful  inftru- 
ment  of  promoting  every  real  worldly  intereft. 
While  it  feems  to  aim  dire£lly  only  at  render¬ 
ing  the  perfon  who  praftifes  it  virtuous  and 
happy,  it  fpreads  peace  and  felicity  through 
fociety.  The  influence  of  religion  on  the  peace 
and  order  of  the  world  is  fo  confpicuous,  that 
its  enemies  have  afFefted  to  reprefent  it  as  a 
mere  contrivance  of  politicians  for  preferving 
peace  and  order.  From  its  acknou  ledged  v/e- 
fulnefsy  they  have  attempted  to  raife  an  hypo- 
thefis  for  overturning  its  truth.  It  has  been  of¬ 
ten  proved,  that  the  attempt  is  vain,  and  the 
hypothefis  abfurd  j  but  the  attempt  could  not 
have  been  made,  if  the  Angular  ufefulnefs  of 
religion  in  fociety  had  not  been  obvious  and 
undeniable. 

There  is  reafon  to  doubt,  whether  a  fociety 
could  at  all  fubfifl:  for  any  confiderable  time, 
if  its  members  were  generally  deflitute  of  all 
religious  impreflions.  If  we  examine  the  fiate 
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of  the  moft  barbarous  nations,  we  fhall  find, 
that  their  peace  and  order  refult,  in  a  great 
meafure,  from  fome  religious  fentiments,  how¬ 
ever  imperfcdt,  the  want  of  which  could  not 
be  fupplied  by  any  other  principle.  Were  it 
poflible  to  eradicate  all  fenfe  of  religion  from 
the  minds  of  men,  fcarce  any  thing  would  be 
left  on  which  human  laws  could  take  hold.. 
When  men  have  any  regard  to  God,  the  fu- 
preme  goveriior  of  the  world,  they  will  “  be 
fubje^l  to  the  powers  that  are  ordained  of 
“  God,  not  only  for  wrath,  but  alfo  for  con- 
fcience  lake  But  when  they  ceafe  to  re¬ 
gard  rulers  as  “  the  minifters  of  God  j ,”  there 
can  be  no  longer  any  fubje<ftion  to  their  laws 
for  confcience  fake  ;  wrath  is  the  only  remain¬ 
ing  motive  to  fubjeftion ;  and  even  this  motive 
will  be  greatly  weakened.  The  fevereft  fanctions 
can  have  little  influence  on  thofe  who  have  no 
fenfe  of  God,  or  of  a  future  flate.  How  in- 
confiderable  is  the  force  of  capital  punilhments, 
when  men  regard  death  as  only  a  tranlient  pain, 
the  end  of  all  trouble  and  calamity?  Can  aperfon 
have  a  degree  of  refolution  fufficient  to  qualify 
him  for  doing  any  important  fervice  to  man¬ 
kind,  who  would  be  reflrained  by  the  fear  of 
death,  if  he  confidered  it  only  in  this  light  ? 
The  religion  of  Japan  propofes  no  future  ftate 
of  rewuirds  and  punifhments.  There  defpotic 
government,  ever  cruel,  ever  horrid,  has  fur- 
pafled  itfelf  in  cruelty,  livery  law  is  enacted' 
with  unparallelled  feverity,  and  executed  with 
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fhocking  barbarity.  Yet  the  laws  are  dcfpifed, 
and  difcover  their  impotence  moft,  when  they 
attempt  to  exert  their  greatefl:  force.  Without 
religion,  this  would  be  the  hate  of  every  na¬ 
tion  :  nothing  could  make  the  laws  to  be  reve¬ 
red  but  the  moft  dreadful  tortures.  Tortures, 
which  chill  us  with  horror,  have  been  fome- 
iimes  infli£led  on  atrocious  criminals.  But  if 
religion  had  not  confiderable  power  even  over 
the  generality  of  mankind,  it  would  be  nccef- 
fary,  and  perhaps  infufficient  likewife,  to  in- 
flifl  the  moft  exquifite  tortures  on  every  cri¬ 
minal.  Can  any  perfon  be  infenlible,  how  va¬ 
luable  a  blelling  it  is  to  fociety,  that  mild  and 
moderate  punifliments  are  fulTici^nt  to  prefervc 
its  peace  ?  Need  I  explain  the  value  of  this 
bleffing  to  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  Britain, 
the  happy  land  which  has  enjoyed  it  fo  long? 
Mankind  ov^e  the  blefling  only  to  religion.  Is 
it  neceflary  to  mention,  that  even  a  weak  fenfe 
of  religion  fecures  the  general  practice  of  many 
duties,  which  could  never  be  fuccefsfully  in- 
forced  by  human  laws  ?  What,  except  reli¬ 
gion,  can  reftrain  men  from  fecret  crimes  ? 
Did  not  religion  fupply  “  an  oath  for  confir- 
“  mation  of  human  teftimony,  how  little 
could  teftimony  often  be  depended  on  ?  And 
if  truth  were  not  regarded  as  facred,  in  how 
many  inftances  would  life,  and  property,  and 
reputation,  be  precarious  ? 

Religion  has  been  often  debafed  by  the  grolT- 
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eft  corruptions,  which  have  very  much  weak¬ 
ened  its  influence  on  mankind.  But  the  great- 
eft  corruptions  of  religion  could  never  totally 
deftroy  its  power.  A  little  truth,  though  al- 
moft  ftifled  by  the  abfurdeft  tenets,  and  the  vi- 
left  fuperftitions,  with  which  it  w'as  loaded, 
has,  in  fome  meafurc,  difplayed  the  power  of 
religion  to  render  men  good  members  of  fo- 
ciety.  Some  depravations  of  religion  have  a 
very  pernicious  tendency.  Innumerable  mif- 
chiefs  have  arifen  from  them.  But  could  we 
find,  in  any  age,  or  in  any  region  of  the  world, 
an  example  of  a  community  deflitute  of  all  re¬ 
ligion,  we  lliould  foon  be  convinced,  that  the 
mifchlefs  of  irreligion  are  incomparjibly  greater, 
and  more  deflructlve  to  fociety,  than  all  the 
bad  effects  which  can  be  charged  on  falfe  reli¬ 
gion.  We  have  frequent  opportunity  to  ob- 
lerve  the  operation  of  fuperflition  in  multi¬ 
tudes.  This  excites  our  zeal  againft  it,  a  zeal 
honeft  and  laudable  in  itfelf.  But  being  apt, 
.like  every  other  principle,  to  become  exceffive 
or  irregular,  it  makes  us  often  regard  with  too 
much  indulgence,  the  far  greater  horrors  of 
irreligion;  which  never  prevails  unlvcrfally; 
and  which  a£ls,  for  the  moft  part,  in  difgujfe, 
and  with  referve,  even  among  the  few  who  give 
up  themfelves  to  its  abfolute  fway.  A  long 
catalogue  of  the  ill  confequences  of  falfe  reli¬ 
gion  may  doubtlefs  be  produced  ;  but  could 
\ve  fet  in  oppofition  to  it  a  complete  enumera¬ 
tion  of  the  benefits  which  fociety  has  aftually 
derived  from  very  corrupt  religions,  we  flrould 
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find  them  more  numerous  and  important  than’ 
thofe  which  it  derives  from  any  other  fource. 

Religion  is  exhibited  in  the  gofpel  of  Jefus, 
perfectly  pure,  feparated  from  all  corruptions 
and  foreign  mixtures.  But  its  purity  is  deba- 
fed  by  the  imperfedlions  which  cleave  to  its 
profelfors  in  the  prefent  Rate  j  and  it  is  but 
Rightly  embraced,  and  incompletely  prailifed 
by  them.  On  this  a,ccount  the  Chriftian  reli¬ 
gion  does  not  reitrain  and  govern  men  lb 
much  as  might  be  juRly  expected.  It  has 
really,  notwiihftanding,  much  greater  influence 
on  the  generality,  than  is  commonly  imagined. 
We  are  accuflomed  to  obferve  things  going  on 
in  a  certain  courfe.  By  this  means  they  be^ 
come  fo  familiar  to  us,  that  we  never  inquire 
from  what  caufes  they  proceed.  We  fee  men 
fubmicting  infenfibly  to  many  reflraints,  with¬ 
out  which  they  coukl  not  live  together  in  Ib- 
ciety.  V/e  feidom  inquire,  whence  thefe  ro¬ 
ll  raints  arife.  But  if  tbe^  w'ere  traced  to  tlteir 
origin,  it  would  appear  that  very  many  of  them 

arife  from  religion. - We  are  naturally  dif- 

pofed  to  fix  a  certain  ftandard  of  every  virtue 
that  enters  into  a  charadter,  and  to  confider 
perfons  who  fall  much  below  this  ftandard  as 
'wholly  deftitute  of  the  virtue.  We  confider 
thofe  alone  as  intitled  to  the  character  of  piety, 
who  are  polTefTed  of  a  greater  i*egard  to  religion, 
than  the  generality  of  mankind.  We  over¬ 
look  the  lower  degrees  of  this  regard,  which, 
are  to  be  found  in  every  breaft.  'But  many 
who  have  not  a  degree  of  piety  fufiicient  for 
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the  eternal  falvation  of  their  own  fouls,  have 
yet  fome  regard  to  the  reflraints  of  religion,  by 
which  their  behaviour  in  fociety  is  influenced. 
All  men  have  fome  imperfect  fenfe  of  religion, 
which  renders  them  much  fitter  for  the  duties 
of  fociety  than  they  could  be  without  it.  A 
fenfe  of  religion,  as  k  were,  grows  up  with  the 
human  mind,  and  is,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expref- 
iion,  incorporated  with  it  in  its  very  growth. 
It  mixes  with  our  feveral  operations  unpercei- 
vecl,  and  often  actuates  our  condu(St,  when  we 
are  infenfble  of  its  force.  It  eflablifhes  an  ha¬ 
bitual  turn  of  mind,  which,  without  our  re- 
flefling  on  it,  reflrains  us  from  many  crimes 
hurtful  to  fociety,  and  predifpofes  us  for  fub- 
mitting  to  thofe  law’s  by  which  the  happinefs 
of  the  community  is  fecured.  Civil  laws  con¬ 
trol  only  our  external  aclions  j  but  the  laws  of 
veligion  kill  the  feeds  of  thofe  principles,  which, 
when  they  are  cheriflted,  fpring  up  flowly  and 
gradually  into  crimes.  Civil  laws  regulate  on¬ 
ly  that  one  fpecies  of ,  condudl  with  refpeil  to 
which  they  are  profefledly  enadled  j  but  the 
laws  of  religion  extend  their  influejice  to  all 
our  principles  of  a£lion  at  once. 

If  religion  has  in  its  very  nature  fo  great  a 
tendency  to  flrengthen  all  the  ties  of  civil  go¬ 
vernment,  and  if  fociety  does  actually  derive 
fo  great  advantages  from  very  corrupt  reli¬ 
gions,  or  from  the  imperfect  regard  to  religion 
which  even  the  generality  of  mankind  have ; 
wdiat  happinefs  would  not  arife  from  the  uni- 
verfal  prevalence  of  that  exalted  piety  which 
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Cliriftianity  requires  ?  Were  this  true,  una¬ 
dulterated  religion,  heartily  embraced,  perfect¬ 
ly  complied  with,  uniformly  aCted  upon,  it 
would  render  fociety  happier  than  we  can  eaiily 
imagine.  Suppofe  the  hearts  of  men  polTelTed 
by  thofe  pious  regards  which  are  due  to  infinite 
perfection  ;  fuppofe  thefe  regards  animated  by 
a  lively  fenfe  of  the  manifold  difplays  of  in¬ 
finite  perfection  in  the  fyfiem  of  nature  j 
fuppofe  them  refined  and  elevated  by  a- 
\figorous  and  habitual  conception  of  our  Sa¬ 
viour’s  ftupendous  and  gracious  undertaking 
for  the  falvation  of  mankind ;  fuppofe  them 
raifed  to  all  that  ftrength  and  firmnefs  to  which 
they  may  be  raifed  by  the  influences  of  the 
fpirit  of  grace,  earneftly  implored  and  care- 
fuily  improved  j  fuppofe  them  continually  che- 
rilhed  by  the  exercife  of  fincere  devotion;  fup¬ 
pofe  them  to  rule  within,  and  to  produce  that 
character  which  they  naturally  tend  to  produce  ^ 
would  not  the  temper  which  they  form,  imply 
ingenuous  reverence  and  fear  of  the  Mojl  High^ 
more  efibClual  to  govern  the  conduCt,  than  the 
flavllh  dread  of  any  earthly  ruler  ?  Would  not 
this  temper  imply  nobler  ambition  than  any 
that  can  arife  from  political  difiinCfions,  ambi¬ 
tion  to  pleafe  and  to  refemble  God  ?  Would' 
not  this  temper  lead  to  purer  and  more  folid 
virtue,  than  can  refult  from  or  be  fupported 
by  the  bcft-conftituted  form  of  government  ? 
How  powerful  would  civil  laws  become,  were 
their  influence  flrengthened  in  every  heart,  by 
a  fteady  regard  to  the  laws,  and  to  the  judge¬ 
ment  of  the  ruler  of  the  world?  Would  not 
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civil  laws,  indeed,  be  almofl:  unneceffary  ?  A 
temper  of  true  Chriflian  piety  would  reftrain 
men  effeftually  from  every  degree  of  all  thofe 
crimes  which  diflurb  the  peace,  or  obftrudV  the 
profperity  of  a  nation.  If  it  were  univerfally 
diffufed,  only  neceflary  laws  would  be  ena£led, 
and  every  law  would  be  chearfully  and  con- 
fl-antly  obeyed.  Every  individual  would  be  fo- 
licitous  to  adt  his  part  in  focicty  in  the  befi: 
manner  j  the  wifdom  of  all  would  be  united  in 
contriving,  and  the  endeavours  of  all  would  be 
combined  in  executing  every  meafure  of  pu¬ 
blic  utility;  all  thofe  virtues’ which  contribute 
moft  to  the  happinefs  of  fociety,  cherilhed  by 
piety,  would  flourifla  in  abfolutc  maturity.  Ac- 
cuftomed  as  we  are  to  the  prefent  degeneracy 
of  the  human  race,  it  is  not  eafy  to  ftreteh  our 
imaginations  fo  far,  as  to  form  an  idea  of  the 
profperity  of  a  nation,  in  which  “  the  people 
were  all  righteous  in  which  virtue  diredt- 
ed  and  added  force  to  the  united  power  of  the 
whole  community  ;  which,  fecure  from  every 
internal  evil,  were  regarded  with  awe  and  re¬ 
verence  by  nations  more  corrupted,  and  con- 
fequently  weaker.  But  were  Chrifliian  piety 
univerfally  pradlifed  in  any  nation,  that  nation 
would  experience  in  its  infallible  confequences, 
this  high  profperity,  which  is,  at  prefent,  even 
inconceivable  :  and  the  favour  of  God,  who 
“  loveth  righteoufnefs,  and  hateth  iniquity  -f,” 
would  beftow  higher  profperity  on  that  nation^ 
than  all  which  could  refult  from  the  natural 
confequences  of  their  own  piety. 

*  If.  lx.  a  I.  t  ffal-  7-  5* 
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I  HOPE  it  is  evident  from  what  has  been 
faid,  that  piety  contributes  greatly  to  the  pu-^ 
blic  happinefs  of  every  nation.  Let  us  next 
ftiow  briefly,  what  influence  the  confideration. 
of  this  ought  to  have  on  all  ranks  of  men. 

In  every  nation  there  are  many  of  fuperior 
and  diftinguilhed  rank.  The  higher  the  rank 
which  perfons  hold,  the  greater  will  be  the  im¬ 
portance,  the  more  extenfive  the  influence  of 
their  behaviour  in  fociety.  Any  negledl  of 
duty  in  them  is  more  pernicious  to  their  coun¬ 
try,  than  a  limilar  negle(5t  in  perfons  of  inferior 
rank.  Since  religion,  therefore,  moft  cfFeiSlual- 
ly  regulates  the  condudt  of  every  citizen,  how 
necelTary  is  it  to  the  happinefs  of  a  nation,  that 
the  great  be  entirely  fubjecl  to  the  influence  of 
religion  ?  Your  country  calls  upon  you,  ye 
great,  ye  noble,  for  her  fake ;  fhe  befeeches 
you,  for  the  happinefs  which  your  right  be¬ 
haviour  efpecially  will  confer  on  her,  to  excel 
in  piety,  that  it  may,  like  a  living  fprrit,  ani¬ 
mate  you  continually  in  “  feeking  her  good 
— Your  piety  will  tend  to  make  others,  as  well 
as  yourfelves,  good  citizens.  They  who  have 
been  leaft  difpofed  to  regard  religion  them- 
felves,  have  neverthelefs  acknowledged  the  nc- 
ceflity  of  cherKhing  religious  impreffions  in  the 
generality.  The  example  of  the  higher  ranks 
will  cherifh  them  moft  fuccefsfully.  Sliould 
their  pradlice  fhew  that  they  regard  religion 
with  indifference,  mankind,  always  eager  to  i- 
mitate  their  fuperiors,  will  foon  endeavour  to 
*  fikl.  exxii.  p. 

free 
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free  themfelves  from  the  reilraints  which  re¬ 
ligion  lays  upon  their  vices.  Piety  confifts 
chiefly  in  an  inward  temper.  It  is  a  falfe  ap¬ 
pearance  of  it  that  ftudioufly  difplays  itfelf  in 
external  fliow.  But  inward  piety  is  naturally 
expreflTed  in  unafiefred  devotion,  and  regular 
worfliip  of  God.  It  is  only  by  being  thus  ex- 
prefled,  that  it  becomes  obvious  to  others,  or 
can  attrafr  their  imitation.  If  we  would  ren¬ 
der  others  pious  by  our  good  example,  we  muff 
put  forth  piety  into  afr  on  every  proper  occa- 
flon.  But  the  example  of  piety  will  be  moft 
attrafrive,  when  it  is  exhibited  by  thofe  whom 
Divine  Providence  has  placed  in  an  eminent 
rank.  In  their  condufl  piety  will  fliine  with 
the  greateft  luflre.  When  they  render  their 
regard  to  God  confpicuous  and  unqueftionable, 
the  reft  of  mankind  will  be  infcnlibly  allured 
to  the  practice  of  religion.  It  is  the  privilege 
of  thofe  who  are  exalted  above  the  many,  that 
they  have  it  in  their  power  to  recommend  c- 
very  virtue  to  mankind,  by  their  example  ;  a 
noble  privilege,  which  they  are  ftrifrly  obliged  . 
to  exercife.  And  can  the  obligation  be  ftronger 
with  regard  to  any  virtue,  than  with  regard  to 
piety,  which  is  moft  excellent  in  itfelf,.  and 
moft  beneficial  to  human  fociety  ? 

Again,  Becaufe  piety  has  the  ftrongeft  ten¬ 
dency  to  promote  the  happinefs  of  every  people, 
it  is  particularly  incumbent  on  all  who  are  in- 
trufted  with  any  degree  of  authority  and  power, 
on  all  governors,  judges,  and  magiftrates,  to 
exercife  and  to  encourage  unfeigned  and  ex¬ 
alted 
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alted  piety.  Many  of  the  rulers  of  every  king¬ 
dom  are  naturally  of  fuperior  rank,  and  all  of 
them  derive  importance  from  their  public  cha- 
rafter.  This  will  give  force  and  influence  to 

their  example. - Rulers  are  the  proper  guar-^ 

dians  of  the  peace  and  order  of  fociety.  It  is 
chiefly  religion  that  fupports  thofe  conne*5lions 
of  individuals,  which  beftow  order  on  fociety, 
which  diftinguifh  a  regular  polity  from  a  con- 
fufed  multitude,  and  which  produce  public 
peace,  profperity,  and  power.  On  this  ac¬ 
count,  all  rulers  are,  by  their  office,  in  a  pecu¬ 
liar  manner,  the  guardians  of  religion.  They 
cannot  exert  themfelves  in  this  charadler,  if 
they  be  either  indifferent  about  religion,  or  a- 
vei Te  from  it.  Without  a  v/arm  regard  to  re¬ 
ligion  prevailing  in  their  own  hearts,  they  will 
not  employ  their  authority  in  promoting  it. 
If,  therefore,  any  ruler  neglect  the  duties,  or 
tranfgrefs  the  laws  of  piety,  he  unworthily  be¬ 
trays  the  higheft  interefts  of  fociety,  with  the 
protedlion  of  which  he  is  intrufted.  His  prac¬ 
tice  tends,  indireifly  perhaps,  but  certainly,  to 
multiply  thofe  crimes  which  it  is  his  bufinefs  to 
correct ;  it  tends  to  inti’oduce  thofe  diforders 
into  fociety  which  his  office  is  inftituted  on 

purpofe  to  prevent. — . —  It  is  of  the  higheft: 

moment  to  fociety,  that  the  public  fundlions  of 
rulers  be  well  executed.  Rulers  are  lefs  fub- 
je6l  than  others  to  the  reftraints  which  arife 
from  human  laws.  They  can  execute  the  laws 
againft;  others ;  but  themfelves  have  many  ad¬ 
vantages  for  eluding  the  force  of  the  laws, 

from 


322 


-The  influence  of  piety  Ser.  15. 

from  tbeir  rank,  their  authority,  and  power. 
The  laws  of  religion  alone,  regarded  and  com¬ 
plied  with,  can  fufiiciently  control  their  actions. 
In  thofe  monflrous  governments  themfelves 
where  the  power  of  rulers  is  abfolute,  the  laws 
even  of  falfe  and  corrupt  religions  lay  Tome  rc- 
ftraint  on  the  will  of  the  rulers,  and  induce 
them  to  afl,  in  many  inftances,  with  modera¬ 
tion.  What  happinefs,  then,  might  not  be  de¬ 
rived  to  mankind  from  their  governors,  if,  in 
better  conftitutions  of  government,  a  purer  re¬ 
ligion  united  its  reftraints  with  thofe  under 

which  the  civil  laws  lay  the  higheft  rulers  ? - 

Power  is  apt  to  be  abufed,  and  to  produce  in- 
folence  and  feverity.  The  benign  fpirit  of 
Chriflian  piety,  thoroughly  Imbibed  by  rulers, 
is  the  moft  cfFeflual  prefervative  from  the  a- 
bufe  of  power.  Ileligion  will  beget  in  the 
mighty  ones  of  the  earth  a  fenfe  of  depeitd- 
cnce  on  the  Moji  Hight  whofe  children  and 
fubje^ls  all  men  are  ;  and  this  fenfe  will  be  a 
powerful  principle  of  juflice,  gentlenefs,  and 
clemency  to  all  whom  God  hath  fubjefled  to 
their  power.  Religion  will  lead  them  to  confl- 
der  their  power  as  derived  from  the  gracious  and 
righteous  governor  of  the  world  ;  and  to  ex- 
ercife  it  uniformly  for  the  good  of  all,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  example  of  righteoufnefs  and  be¬ 
nignity  which  God  exhibits  in  his  providence 
towards  his  creatures.  The  univerfal  preva¬ 
lence  of  Chriftiau  piety  would  have  force  e- 
nough  to  banifli  from  the  earth  the  cruel 
flavery  under  v/hich  a  great  part  of  mankind 
groan  at  prefeat.  In  fa^t,  where-ever  Chri- 

ftianitv 
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ftlanity  has  been  embraced,  it  has  prevented 
many  of  the  horrors  of  lawlefs  defpotifm,  and 
introduced  fome  degree  of  moderation  into  the 
fpirit  of  government.  Governors,  animated  by 
its  genuine  power,  will  ever  be  “  the  minihers 

of  God  to  men  for  good  “  Be  wife  now 
“  therefore,  O  ye  kings :  be  inftrufled,  ye  jud- 
“  ges  of  the  earth  :  ferve  the  Lord  with  fear  f.” 

Give  unto  the  Lord,  O  ye  mighty,  give  unto 
“  the  Lord  glory  and  hrength.  Give  unto  the 
“  Lord  the  glory  due  unto  his  name;  worfliip 
“  the  Lord  in  the  beauty  of  holinefs  1.” 

Further,  the  confideration  of  that  influence 
which  piety  has  itpon  the  public  happinefs, 
ought  to  add  flrength  to  the  endeavours  of  ali 
the  minifters  of  Jefus,  for  cherifhing  the  be¬ 
nign  and  heavenly  fpirit  of  religion  in  the 
hearts  of  men.  We  are  bound  by  the  flrongefl: 
ties,  my  Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren,  we 
are  urged  by  all  poflible  confiderations,  to  pro¬ 
mote  univerfal  and  fincerc  regard  to  God, 
whofe  minifters,  for  this  very  end,  we  are. 
Should  our  country  find  any  of  tis  defedlive  in 
piety,  that  virtue  which  is  rendered  peculiarly 
incumbent  upon  us  by  the  relation  in  which  we 
fland  to  the  all-perfedl  obje(R  of  It ;  Ihould  our 
country  have  reafon  to  impute  any  of  the  mif- 
chiefs  which  Ihe  cannot  fail  to  fuffer  from  the 
impiety  of  her  fons,  to  our  indifierence  about 
religion  ;  O  let  us  think,  what  indignation  may 
file  not  juftly  pour  out  on  us,  as  the  moil  un- 

f  Pfal.  ii.  10.  II. 
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dutiful  and  abandoned  of  her  children  ;  as 
wretches,  who  cannot  be  reftrained  by  confi- 
derations,  moll  facred  to  all,  but  to  us  more  fa- 
cred  than  to  any  others,  from  being  ti’akors  to 
her  moft  important  interehs  !  True  piety  is  to 
every  nation,  like  the  fun  to  this  earth;  it  a- 
lone  can  enlighten,  warm,  cherilh,  or  invigo¬ 
rate  all  its  inhabitants.  But  in  the  prefent  age, 
the  influences  of  this  glorious  luminary  are  of¬ 
ten  obflrufted,  often  infected.  The  impious, 
as  if  they  dwelt  in  fome  frozen  clime,  feel  none 
of  its  force  ;  the  dark  clouds  of  fuperflition  in¬ 
tercept  its  rays  from  others  ;  enthuliafm,  like  a 
llalhing  meteor,  confounds  its  light,  and  con¬ 
verts  its  genial  warmth  into  unnatural,  fultry, 
and  fuffbeating  heat.  To  the  minifters  of  re¬ 
gion  is  committed  the  important  office  of 
condu^ling  all,  as  it  were,  into  a  happy  re¬ 
gion,  and  placing  them  in  a  favourable  fltua- 
tion,  where  the  beams  of  religion,  unobftrucl- 
cd,  pure,  and  intenfe,  may  penetrate  their 
hearts.  Would  we  promote  the  happinefs  of 
men,  either  in  this  world  or  in  the  next,  let  us 
do  our  utmofl:  to  lay  their  fouls  open  to  the  in¬ 
fluences  of  piety,  and  to  prepare  them  for  I’e- 
ceiving  them.  Be  it  our  conftant  care  to  pre¬ 
fent  to  the  view  of  our  hearers  true  piety,  and 
ferious  devotion,  in  its  genuine  form,  neither 
tainted  by  enthufiafm,  nor  debafed  by  fuperfti- 
tion ;  let  us  labour  to  exprefs  the  fecret  opera¬ 
tion  of  devout  affedlions  in  the  heart ;  let  us 
difplay  their  beauty  and  their  power,  in  all  the 
cxercifes  of  fervent  devotion;  let  us  dwell  of¬ 
ten 
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ten  on  ibc  view  of  divine  excellence,  erpeciaHy 
as  it  is  manifeiled  in  the  Chriftian  dirpenfation, 
that  men  may  feel  what  regards  are  due  to  it, 
that  they  may  perceive  the  bafe  degeneracy  of 
that  foul  which  cannot  be  affeefted  by  it  j  let  us 
endeavour  to  excite  their  love  tcrgodlinefs,  by 
reprefenting,  as  far  as  words  can  reprefent,  the 
charms  of  a  temper  of  devotion,  its  refined 
and  exquifite  pleafures,  and  its  happy  confe- 
quences;  let  us  ufe  all  the  means  we  can,  to 
form  men  to  the  tafie,  and  to  win  them  to  the 
purfuit  of  that  real  dignity  of  charadter,  which 
.  piety  alone  can  bellow  ;  let  piety  efpecially  flaine 
forth  pure,  fervent,  and  exalted,  in  our  own  ex¬ 
ample.  By  aiming  continually  at  all  this,  we 
lli.'.ll  heft  perform  our  duty,  not  only  to  God, 
and  to  our  owm  fouls,  but  alfo  to  our  country. 
If  our  endeavours  prove  fuccefsful,  by  our 
means  ‘‘  peace  liiall  be  within  her  w^alis,  and 
profperity  within  her  palaces  *  for  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  God  fhall  reft  upon  her  ;  her  children 
ihall  call  us  blciled  among  men  ;  and  we  Ihail 
fee  her  good;”  we  fliall  “  rejoice  in  the  glad- 
“  nefs  of  our  nation,  and  glory  wdtli  the  Lord’s 
inheritance  f.” 

Finally,  let  us  all,  whatever  be  our  rank  or 
ftation,  fear  the  Lord  always,  for  our  good. 
The  enemies  of  religion  impudently  boaft, 
that  their  enlarged  view's  have  enabled  them  to 
provide  for  the  prefent  happinefs  of  the  world, 
by  fetting  men  free  from  the  uneafy  apprehen- 
iions  of  a  God  and  a  future  ftate.  But  it  may 
•  Pfal.  exsii.  7.  I  Pfil.  cvi.  j.  • 
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he  afErmed  with  greater  truth,  that  by  check¬ 
ing  all  regard  to  that  great  being  who  alone 
can  bellow  eternal  happinefs,  they,  at  the  fame 
time,  with  furprifing  narrownefs  ,of  thought^ 
dellroy  the  only  foundation  of  prefent  peace 
and  happinefe,  both  to  individuals  and  to  fo* 
cieties.  Let  us,  my  Chriftian  brethren,  ever 
rega,rd  their  attempts  with  indignation.  In 
fpight  of  all  the  fophillry,  and  all  the  ridicule, 
by  which  they  would  dellroy  a  firm  faith,  and 
lively  fenfe  of  God  j  by  which  they  would  dif- 
courage  the  fervent  exeixife  of' devout  affec¬ 
tions  ;  by  which  they  would  overturn  our  bp* 
lief  of  the  gofpel  of.Chrill,  thehrmell  fupport, 
the  highell  improvement  of  genuine  piety  ;  let 
Its  be  perfuaded,  that  to  fear  the  Lord  will 
always  be  our  righteoufnefs  We  arc.  all 
members  of  fociety;  w'e  are  all  obliged -to  pro¬ 
mote  its  peace  and  happinefs  ;  an  argument 
drawn  from  its  interell  ought  to  be  irrefillible 
to  us  all ;  let  us,  therefore,  praflife  piety, 
which  is  the  principal  bond  of  focial  union. 
We  are  obliged  to  piety,  not  only  as  wc  are 
men  and  Chrillians,  but  alfo  as  we  are  citizens  j 
it  is  a  duty  which  each  of  us  owes  to  his  coun¬ 
try.  If  we  be  truly  pious,  we  fhall,  at  leall, 
jrender  otirfehet  fitter  for  a^ing  our  part  well; 
we  fhall  likewife  contribute  to  render  others 
more  ufeful  fubjefls.  None  of  us  is  fo  obfeure, 
as  to  be  wholly  incapable  of  promoting  religion 
by  an  example  of  regard  to  it.  Princes  may 
Recommend  religion  powerfully  by  their  autho- 

•  JDcut.  vi.  xf. 
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rity  and  example  :  our  piou?  king  Is  follcitous 
to  recommend  it.  They  who  have  laboured 
in  forming  his  young  heart  to  piety,  have  in« 
fluence  enough  to  give  extenfive  encourage¬ 
ment  to  this  divine  virtue ;  wc  tiuft  they  will 
give  it.  But  the  meaneft  of  us  may  affift  their 
noble  efforts  j  the  meaneft  of  us  may  be  reli¬ 
gious  ;  the  meaneft  of  us  may  fhow  an  attrac¬ 
tive,  living  form  of  piety.  We  cannot  all 
lerve  bur  country,  by  contriving  or  executing 
great  defigns ;  but  we  may  all-  ferve  it  effedlual- 
ly  by  being  pious.  If  we  be  acluated  uniformly 
by  piety,  our  low  ftation  may  prevent  our  be-* 
ing  celebrated  as  patriots  in  the  annals  of  men# 
but  we  fhall  be  inroHcd  patriots  in  the  records 
ef  Heaven  v  for  we  fhall  perform  the  moft  im-, 
portant  duty  to  onr  country  which  any  man 
can  perform.  Bleffed  is  the  nation  whofe 
God  is  the  Lord  He  will  always  be  the 
God  of  a  religious  and  virtuous  nation.  Let 
all  the  earth,  therefore,  fear  the  Lord  j  let 
all  tlie  inhabkcints  of  the  world  ftanddn  awe 
**  of  him 

•  Plal.  xxnili.  ixi  f  Vcxfc  8^ 
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Zeal  for  the  Civil  and  Religious  Interelts 
of  Mankind  recommended. 

By  Alexander  Webster,  D.  D. 

LkeaclieJ  at  the  opening. of  the  General  AfTembly 
cf  tJie  Church  of  Scotland,  May  25.  1754. 


Psalm  cxxxvli.  5.  6. 


y  J forget  thee,  0  Jentfakm,  let  iToy  right  hand 
-  forget  her  cunning. 

/;  I  do  not  remember  thee,  let  my  tongue  cleave' 
lo  the  roof  of  my  mouth ;  if  L  prefer  not  Je— 


f-ilc'in  above-  my  chief  joy. 


pfalm,  whoevei'  was  the  writer  of 


•  -S.  appears  to  have  been  compofed  in  the' 
Ifitter  days  of  the  Jewilh  church,  during  -  the 
Babylonilh  captivity,  or  immediately  after  it. 
For  in  the  flrft  and  fecond  verfes  we  find  the 
people  of  God  mingling  their  tears  with  the' 
waters,  and  hanging  their  harps  upon  the  wil¬ 
lows  of  Babylon,  when  they  remembered  the 
former  g'lory,  and  confidered  the  prefent  defo- 
I'ations  of  Zion.  The  third  verfe  reprefents  the 
inhuman  and  barbarous  treatment  they  met 
with  from  their  enemies,  who,  inftcad  of  pity¬ 
ing,  triumphed  over  their  mifery,  by  calling  for 
mirth  and  a  fong  j  to  wliich  thefe  brave  cap¬ 
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tives  refolutely  anfwered,  in  the  fourth  verfe, 
‘‘  How  fhallwe  fing  the  Lord’s  fong  in  a  ftrange 
land?”  Shall  we  prollitute  thefe  fongs,  fa- 
cred  to  the  honour  of  Zion’s  God,  to  mere 
fport  and  paflime  ?  fiiall  we  ling  thefe  divine- 
anthems,  peculiar  to  the  temple-fervice,  when 
banilhed  from  the  temple,  and  exiles  -in  this^ 
land  of  idolaters  ?  No,  fays  the  Pfalmift  in  the 
words  of  our  text.  If  I  forget  thee^  0  Jerifa- 
lem,  let  my  right  hand  forget  her  cunning.  If  I 
do  not  reifiember  thee^  let  my  tongue  cleave  to  the 
roof  of  my  mouth  ;  if  I  prefer  not  Jerufalem  above 
my  chief  joy  y  or,  the  head  of  my  joy  :  q.  d.  If, 
tmmindful  of  thy  defolations  and  thy  ruin,  I 
fliould  gratify  the  delires  of  thine  enemies,  H 
profaning  thy  mulic  and  thy  fongs,  let  my 
right  hand  lofe  all  its  Ikill  of  touching  the  harp 
any  more  ;  if  1  do  not  remember  thee  with  the 
moft  hearty  fympathy  and  concern,  and  prefer 
thy  welfare  and  proi'perity  to  every  worldly 
joy,  let  my  lips  be  for  ever  clofed,  and  my 
tongue  be  for  ever  lilent. 

As  Jerufalem  was  the  capital  city  of  Judea, 
and  the  feat  of  empire,  where  were  “  let  thrones 
of  judgement,  and  the  thrones  of  the  houfe 
“  of  David  it  may  here  fitly  reprefent  the 
whole  nation  of  the  Jews  *,  and  as  it  was  the 
holy  city,  “  whither  the  tribfs  of  the  Lord 
“  went  up  unto  the  tefiimony  of  Ifrael,  to  give 
thanks  to  the  name  of  the.  Lord  it  was^ 
alfo  a  proper  type  of  the  vifible  church :  ia 

cix-i..  5.  t  Pfth  exxii.  4. 
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•St'hich  view,  the  words  of  our  text  are  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  a  heart  full  of  zeal  for  the  welfare  of 
its  native  country,  and  the  church  of  God ;  and,, 
in  a  ftt'iking  and  elegant  manner,  fet  before  us 
a  lively  example  of  a  truly  public  Ipiriti 

In  difeourfing  upon  this  fubjeff,  I  do  not- 
propofo  to  confine  myfelf  to  that  love  which 
every  one  ought  to  feel  for  his  native  countj  y, 
as  diftinsuilhed  from  the  reft  of  the  world,  or 
for  that  particular  church  of  which  he  is  a 
member  ;  but  to  confider  the  argument  In  the 
moll  extended  light,  by  fhewing  what  weighty 
obligations  we  are  under  to  be  zealous  for  the 
eivil  and  religious  interelfs  of  mankind  in  ge¬ 
neral  5  whence  it  will  follow,  by  ftrong  and 
uecefTary  confequence,  with  what  warmth  of 
affeclion  we  ought  to  feek  the  good  of  thofe 
viith  whom  we  are  more  neaidy  connected,  as 
fubjefts  of  the  fame  kingdom,  and  members  of 
the  fame  church.  And,  through  divine  afiifl;» 
aneCj  I  would  argue, 

1.  From  the  law  of  our  creation,  and  the. 
\aw  of  grace,  as  illuftrated  by  the  precepts  andi 
examples  which  we  find  in  facred  writ ;  and, 

2.  From  the  nature  of  univerfal  benevolence 

hfelf;  as  conflituting  the  moft  amiable  and 
worthy  charafler  \  as  converfant  about  objcfls 
of  the  greateft' moment  and  importance  j  and 
«s  infeparably  connedied  with  our  own  trua 
and  befl  interefls.  ■ 

I.  Let  us  then  confider,  in  the  firft  place,, 
ihe  obligations  we  arc  under  to  promote  the 

public 
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public  welfare  from  the  law  of  our  creation,  and 
the  law  of  grace,  as  illuftrated  by  the  precepts 
and  examples  in  facred  writ. 

**  Have  we  not  all  one  father,  (fay  the  infpi- 
red  writers),  and  hath  not  one  God  created 
“  us,  w'ho  hath  made  of  one  blood  all  nations 
of  menj  and  is  King  over  all  the  earth  *  ?  ” 
And  it  is  the  voice  of  nature  itfelf,  that  man¬ 
kind  are  in  reality  brethren,  the  children  of 
the  fame  common  parent,  the  offspring  of  the 
Father  of  the  fpirits  of  all  flelh,  and  the  fubje(Sls 
of  his  univerfal  empire :  fo.  that  both  reafon 
and  revelation  lead  us  to  view  the  moft  dillant 
regions  of  the  earth  as  containing  only  diffe¬ 
rent  branches  of  the  fame  family,  or  as  dilb  i(fls 
of  the  fame  kingdom,  under  the  fame  divine 
government and  to  coniider  ourfelves  as  cili- 
2ens  of  the  world,  parts  of  that  gi-eat  whole, 
to  whom  therefore  nothing  that  relates  to  the 
good  or  prejudice  of  the  whole  ought  to  be  in* 
different  f. 

And  if  we  reflefl  on  the  various  powers  and 
faculties,  the  difpolitions  and  affc6bons,  with 
which  we  are  endued  by  the  wife' and  benevo¬ 
lent  Author  of  our  beings,  it  will  plainly  ap¬ 
pear,  that  we  were  not  made  for  ourfelves  only, 
but  for  others  alfo  \  and  confequently  that  we 
ought-  to  feek  the  good  of  others,  according  to 
our  feveral  abilities,  and  the  opportunities  a£p> 
forded  us. 

*  Mai.  ii.  10.  A<^s  xyii.  Pfal.  ilvii  7; 
f  Homo  fnm,  humani  nibil  a  meabcwim  poto. 
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Nor  can  it  be  denied,  that  fuch  are  the  de- 
‘  pendbit  neceflitous  circuinftances  of  luan,  that 
he  cannot  live  by  himfelf  with  any  degree  of 
comfort  or  fafety  :  and  if  a  man  cannot  live  by 
himfelf,  neither  ought  he  to  live  to  himfelf* 
We,  of  all  other  beings,  when  feparated  from 
one  another,  are  the  rnoft  joylefs  and  helplefs  : 
and  though  God  hath  implanted  in  parents  and 
children  fuch  aftectlons  as  incline  them  to  allid: 
and  relieve  each  other,  yet  the  wants  'and  dan¬ 
gers  of  human  life  are  fo  many  and  great,  that 
no  particular  family,  however  numerous,  is 
fufiicient  of  itfelf  for  all  the  purpofes  of  weli-- 
being  and  comfort*  We  need  the  affiftance  of 
others-;  we  need  the  public  favour  and  protec¬ 
tion and  therefore  are  bound,  in  our  turn, 
to  be  ufelul  to  the  public,  who  have  a  natural 
right  to  our  good  offices,,  and  who fe  ciaim  to 
them  is  interwoven  with  our  frame. 

What  hath  been  faid  from  the  law  of'  our- 
creation,  is  ffrongly  inforced  upon  us  Chrihi- 
ans  by  the  law  of  grace,  which  unites  us  into 
one  myftical  body,  whereof  Chrilf  is  the  head  ; 
and  which  confiders  all  believers  as  members  of 
the  fame  undivided  catholic  church,  whereof 
Jefus  is  the  Lord  and  King.  In  this  refpeft  the 
whole  people  of  God  are  called  the  children  of 
Zion,  and  Jerufalem  the  mother  of  them  all. 
Hence  Paul,  having  reprefented  to  the  Corin¬ 
thians  the  ftri£l  union  betwixt  the  members  of 
the  natural  body,  whence  refults  fuch  mutual 
fympathy'and  concern,  that  there ‘is  no  fchlfm 
in  the  body,  but  the  members  have  the  fame 
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care  one  for  another,  concludes,  Now  are  ye* 
“  the  body  of  ClHift, .  and  members  in  parti- 
“  cular  *.’* 

Now,  if  the  ties  of  nature  are  fo  ftrong  and- 
powerful,  how  much  more  thofe  of  grace  ?  if, 
as  men  and  brethren  according  to  the  flefh,  we' 
are  bound  to  help  one  another,  need  I  fay  this' 
is  incumbent  upon-  us  as  brethren  in  ChrifV,- 
linked  together  in  the  furefk  bonds  of  love  and 
iriendfhip,  within  the  fame  everlafling  cove¬ 
nant,  and  animated  by  the  fame  fpirit  ? 

The  argument,  in  this  view,  will  appear  more' 
convincing,  v/hen  v/e  confider  the  precepts  and 
examples  of  facred  writ.  The  genius  of  ottr 
lioly  religion  breathes  every  where  a  difinterefi:- 
ed  regard  for  the  glory  of  God  and  the  happi- 
nefs  of  mankind  j  that  charity  and  benevo¬ 
lence,  which  feeketh  not  her  own,  but  ibc' 
good  of  others,  appears  almoh  in-every  page  of’ 
the  Nerv  Teftament  *,  fo  tiiat  it  is  not  eaiy  tot 
conceive  what  could  tempt  a  celebrated  writer' 
to  object  to  Ghriftianity,  that  it  no  where  re¬ 
commends  private  friendlhip,  or  the  love  of 
our  country.  This- was  doubt’efs  included  in 
the  royal  law,  under  the  Old  Teitamenr,  of 
“  loving  our  neighbour  as  curfelves  f.”  And 
it  is  the  language  of  the  New:  “Look  not  e- 
“  very  man  on  his  O'wn  things^  but  every  man 
“  alfo  on  the  thiops  of  otirers  1.”  Paul  exhorta 
the  Galatians  to  “  do  good  unto  all  menj  efpe- 
“  ciallv  unto  them  who  arc  of  the  houjhold 
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**  of  faith  '‘To  add  to  godlinefs,  brother- 
ly  kindnefs  ;  and  to  brotherly  kindnefs, 
'*  charity  f,”  is  the  dodlrine,  not  only  of  Peter, 
hut  of  the  reft  of  the  apoftles  ;  which  precept 
is  carried  to  the  higheft  perfeclion  by  cur  Sa¬ 
viour  himfelf,  who  commands  us,  “  to  love 
"  one  another,  as  he  hath  loved  us  :};  nay, 
to  extend  our  regards  to  all  our  brethren  of 
mankind,  the  moft  unworthy  not  excepted,  in 
imitation  of  our  heavenly  Father,  “  who  fend- 
eth  rain  on  the  juft  and  the  unjuft,  and  is 
''  kind  to  the  evil  and  unthankful  ||.” 

Nor  is  this  divine  virtue  more  confpicuous 
in  the  precepts,  than  in  the  lives  of  Chrift  and 
his  apoftles,  and  other  holy  men  of  old.  Need 
we  go  to  Rome  or  Greece  for  inftances  of 
thofe  who  preferred' the  public  intereft  to  their 
own  private  advantage  ?  No,  my  brethren  ;  the' 
Bibles  which  we  hold  in  our  hands,  furnifti  far 
more  fliining  and  ilUiftrious  examples.  Anima¬ 
ted  by  this  noble  principle.  Moles,  the  great 
lawgiver  of  the  Jews,  was  willing  to  die  for  his 
people,  though  the  moft  ungrateful  rebellious 
race  ** :  Eli  trembled  more'  for  the  ark  of 
Qod,  than  for  the  deftrudlion  of  his  family 
and  the  Royal  Pfalmift  could  fay  unto  God’ 
himfelf,  The  zeal  of  thine  houfe  hath  eaten 
*‘  meupJJ.”  In  what  moving  ftrains  do  we 
find  Elilha,  Jeremiah,  and  the  other  prophets,, 
mourning  over  the  defolations  of  Zion,  long- 

*  CA  vi.  10.  f  t  Pet.  i.  f.  I  John,  xv.  i»t 
I  Matth.  V.  45.  Luke,  vi.  35.  •*  Exod.  xxxii.  3X*. 
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ing,  and  fading,  and  praying,  that  the  “  fet  time 
to  favour  her  might  come,  taking  pleafure  in 
«  her  very  dones,  and  favouring  the  dud 
thereof  *  How  dedfadly  did  Daniel  ad¬ 
here  to  the  intereds  of  true  religion  and  liber¬ 
ty,  when  thrown  into  a. den  of  lions  f  ;  and 
the  three  children,  when  cad  into  Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar’s  furnace,  feven  time§  heated  :j;  ?  But 
time  would  fail  me  to  tell  of  Ifaiah,  and  of  Ne- 
hemiah,  and  Ezra  alfo,  and  of  Samuel,  and  o- 
ther  faints  *,  whofe  zealous  appearances  for 
God,  in  times  of  public  danger  and  didrefs, 
are  celebrated  in  fcripturc  to  their  immortal 
honour. 

And  what  fhati  I  fay  of  the  apodles,  and 
fil’d  followei's  of  the  Lamb,  who  loved  not 
their  lives  unto  the  death,  that  they  might  ful¬ 
fil  the  minidry,  and  .the  work,  which  they  had 
received  of  the  Lord  Jefus?  Language  cannot 
exprefs  that  fervent  zeal,  and  bi’otherly  affec¬ 
tion,  which  Paul  felt  when  he  fpoke  thefe  fuf- 
prifing  woi’ds,  “  J  could  wilh  that  myfelf  were 
«  accurfed  from  Chrid,  for  my  brethren,  my 
“  kinfmen  according  to  the  fledi  || and,  left 
we  fhould  imagine  his  concern  extended  no 
further  than  to  his  own  countrymen,  the  Jews, 
he  would  have  us  kuow,  as  he  tells  the  Colof- 
fians,  “  what  great  conflict  he  had,  not  only 
for  the  faints  and  faithful  bi'ethren  which 
were  at  Coloffe,  but  for  them  of  Laodicea, 
“  and  for.  as  many  had  not  ieen  his  face  ia 
“  the  fledi 

•  Pfal.  cii.  13. 14.  f  Dan.  vi.  10.— —  ig. 

I  Daa.  iii.  43-  ii  ^om.  ix.  3.  **  Col.  11.  r. 
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In  like  manner,  the  other  apoftles,  inftead  of 
confining  their  labours  within  the  narrow 
ipherc  of  their  par  ticular  friends  and  country- 
.  men,  went  from  place  to.  place,  from  city  to 
.city,  calling  out  devils,  and  preaching  the  go- 
fpel  of  the  kingdom,  forcing  their  vray  through 
.numberiefs  hazards  and  dangers  ;  and  h.ivin.g 
.  hnilhed  their  painful  ecurfe,  leaJed  their  lelti- 
.mony  with  their  blood. 

Thefe  Indeed  are  ihining  ettamples  of  a  truly 
public  ^pirit;  and  yet  one  frill  remaius  far  more 
perfect  and  glorious  ;  the  example  of  our  blefl- 
ed  Saviour  himfeif,  who  came  from  heaven  to 
earth,  to  live  and  die  for  a  fluful,  reheliipus 
world.  The  illuflrious  tribe  or  patriots,  arar- 
-tyrs,and  confelTors,  have  done  much  and  well; 
but  Jefus  has  done  infinitely  more  and  better. 
What  Paul  fayS  of  himfeif  is  applicable  to  his 
Lord  and  Mafter  in  a  far  higher  I’enfe  :  “  In 
.  labours  more  abundant,  m  wearinefs  and 
,  “  painfulnefs,  in  watchings  often,  in  hunger 

and  thirfl,  in  fallings  often,  in  cold  and  na- 
“  kednefs  ;  and  beiides  thofe  things  that  are 
“  without,  that  which  came  upon  him  daily, 
“  the  care  of  all  the  churches.  Who  was 
“  weak,  and  he  was  not  weak  ?  who  was  ofiend- 
“  ed,  and  he  did  not  burn  *  V*  With  what  ar¬ 
dent  zeal,  and  indefatigable  labour,  did  he  foek 
to  gather  Jerufalem,  as  a  hen  g^athereth  her 
chickens  under  her  wings !  and  when  fhe 
(Would  not  hearken  to  his  compallionate  in- 
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treaties,  how  moving  his  lamentation  over  her  : 

“  O  Jernfal^m,  Jerufalem,  if  thou  hadft  known, 

“  even  thou  at  lead  in  this  thy  day,  the  things 
“  which  belong  unto  thy  peace  !  but  now  they 
are  hid  from  thine  eyes 
H  is  amiable  character  is  elegantly  dimmed 
up,  by  the  apoftle  Peter,  in  thefe  comprehen- 
dve  words,  “  who  went  about  doing  good  f.” 
Not  fatisfied  with  blcffing  his  relations  and  dif- 
ciples,  or  thofe  who  came  to  him,  his  enlarged 
heart  fought  every  opportunity  of  extending 
its  affeclionate  regards  to  the  whole  human 
race  *,  doing  good  both  to  Jews  and  Gentiles, 
to  the  fouls  as  well  as  to  the  bodies  of  men  ; 
reftoring  them  at  once  to  the  divine  favour  and 
to  the  divine  image ;  and  having  erefted  the 
dtingdom  of  God  among  men,  on  the  ruins  of 
fuperftition  and  idolatry,  he  died  a  glorious 
viflim  for  the  honour  of  God  and  the  falvation 
of  his  people,  greatly  pouring  out  his  foul  upon 
the  crofs,  as  the  propitiation  for  the  fins,  not 
“  of  the  Jews  only,  but  of  the  whole  world 

And  thus  you  fee  how  the  united  voice  of 
nature  and  of  grace,  the  law  and  the  prophets, 
Chrift  and  his  apoftles,  call  upon  us  as  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  great  Parent  of  mankind,  and 
members  of  the  body  of  Chrift,  to  prefer  the 
public  welfare  above  our  chief  joy. 

II.  We  proceed  therefore,  as  was  propofed, 
in  the  fecond  place.  To  recommend  fiich  a  ge^ 

•  Luke,  Jtili.  34.  lij.  44.  |  AtSs,  r,  38. 
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nerous  public  fpirlt  from  its  own  nature  and 
excellency ;  as  conflituting  the  moft  amiable 
and  worthy  charafler,;  as  conveiTant  about 
objects  of  the  greateft  moment  and  import¬ 
ance  ;  and  as  infeparahly  connected  with  our 
own  true  and  beft  interefls. 

“  Whatfoever  things  are  true,  vvhatfoever 
‘‘  things  are  honeft,  whatfoever  things  are  juft, 
“  whatfoever  things  are  pure,  whatfoever 
“  things  ai'e  lovely,  whatfoever  things  are  of 

good  report,  if  there  be  any  virtue,  and  if 
“  there  be  any  praife  *  thefe  are  all  com¬ 
prehended  in  that  general  good-will,  and 
public  aftt£lion,  of  which  we  now  fpeak. 
If  we  efteem  the  affectionate  parent,  or  the  du¬ 
tiful  child,  the  loving  brother,  or  the  faithful 
friend  *,  what  efteem  is  due  to  the  friend  of 
mankind,  and  the  lover  of  fouls  ! 

In  the  exercife  of  the  more  private  virtues, 
we  fee  only  parts  of  a  character,  and  many 
things  are  ftiil  wanting  ;  but  in  the  exercife  of 
univerfal  beneficence,  we  fee  all  the  facial  vir¬ 
tues  happily  united  *,  we  fee  a  character  carried 
to  its  higheft  perfection  *,  a  man  refembling 
God  himfelf,  by  cliffufing  bleilings  and  happi- 
nefs  around  him. 

P^eprefent  to  yourfelves  fjch  a  worthy  pa¬ 
triot  in  the  fenate,  greatly  pleading,  in  face  of 
approaching  danger,  the  caufe  of  an  injured 
nation  or  church  :  follow  him  to  the  camp, 
in  his  garments  rolled  in  blood,  where,  unmo¬ 
ved  .atnidft  all  the  horrors  of  v/ar  and  inftru- 
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ments  of  death,  he  fights  for  his  people  and 
the  cities  of  his  God  *,  and  fee  him  at  lafi;  fall¬ 
ing  a  fitcrifice  in  the  noble  contefi;  ;  or  fee  him, 
if  brought  to  a  fcafibld,  not  accepting  deliver¬ 
ance,  but  calmly  refigning  life  itfelf  as  a  glori¬ 
ous  martyr  for  his  God  and  his  country  :  and 
you  behold  a  fight  lovely  in  the  eyes  of  God, 
and  of  all  good  men  j  human  nature  in  its 
greatefl  glory  and  perfeiStion  *,  a  charafter  Ihi- 
nin?  with  fuch  unfading  luftre,  as  mufl  necef- 
farily  command  refpe<St  from  enemies  them- 
felves. 

Vvdiereas,  on  the  contrary,  there  can  be  no¬ 
thing  more  hateful  and  mean,  than  a  nierce^ 
nary  fpirit  -,  a  man  wrapt  up  wholly  in  himfelf, 
forgetting  the  very  end  and  defign  of  his  being  j 
forgetting  that  fubordination  which  God  hath 
eftablifhed  in  his  world  ;  breaking  through  e- 
very  tie  of  duty  and  gratitude,  love  and  bene¬ 
volence  ;  and  all  this,  to  anfwer  no  higher  pur- 
pofe  than  the  gratification  of  his  own  irregular 
find  felfilh  appetites.  Such  a  man,  though 
decked  with  the  ornaments  and  fpoils  of  his 
fellow-creatures,  is  in  reality -more  odious,  and 
a  greater  blemhh  in  the  moral,  than  the  moft 
ugly  and  deformed  creature  can  be  in  the  nar 
lural  world. 

It  was  likewife  obferved,  that  we  are  hound 
to  prefer  the  public  good  to  private  advantage  \ 
not  only  as  fuch  a  temper  and  conduct  confti- 
tutes  the  molt  amiable  and  exalted  character, 
but  as  it  is  converfant  about  objects  of  the 
greatefl  moment  and  importance. 

Ff  2 
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Great  was  the  objedl  of  the  Pfidmift’s  zeal 
in  the  text,  the  whole  nation  and  church  of  the 
Jews;  but  greater,  hill,  is  the  object  of  that  en- 
larged  afFe^lion  we  are  now  recommending. 
We  fpeak  of  the  higheft  of  allTocial  duties,  re¬ 
gard  to  the  religious,  as  well  as  to  the  civil  iii- 
terefts  of  men  ;  all  their  concerns,  in  reference 
to  foul  and  body,  time  and  eternity ;  refpedting 
not  a  few,  a  family,  a  city,  a  particular  nation 
or  church,  but  all  our  fellow-men,  and  all  our 
fellow-Chriftians.  And  can  we  conceive  any 
purfuit  more  worthy  of  the  rational  nature,  or 
jnore  becoming  the  heaven-born  foul a  pur¬ 
fuit  which  ftretohes  its  happy  inhuencc  beyond 
the  limits  of  mortality.  Into  the  eternal  world', 
and  follows  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  through 
all  tlte  growing  ages  of  that  everlalfing  ftate  J 
Glorious  things  were  fpoken  of  Jerufaleni 
of  old,  which  may  with  great  reafon  be  applied 
to  rite  gofpel-church  ;  “  the  mount  Zion  tq 
“  which  we  are  now  come,  the  palace  of  the 
“  eternal  King,  the  perfection  of  beauty,  and 
“  the  joy  of  the  whole  earth ;  the  new  Jerufa-; 
“  lem,  the  general  affernbly,  and  church  of  th^ 
**  firft-born  A  glorious  church  indeed; 
the  city  of  the  living  God,  founded  by  iiiswif- 
dom,  preferved  by  his  power,  animated  by  his 
fpirit,  and  governed  by  his  laws,  nay,  purcha,- 
fed  with  his  blood.  Who  would  not  feek  her 
good  always,  as  the  befl  and' the  nobleft  means 
of  advancing  the  honour  of  God,  and  the  bap- 

•  Heb.  xii.  aa.  as^ 
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plncfs  of  his  ci'eatures  ?  To  which  may  be  add¬ 
ed  what  was  obferved, 

In  the  laft  place,  That  fuch  a  generous  con¬ 
cern  for  the  public  welfare,  is  infeparably  con¬ 
nected  with  our  own  true  and  bell  interefts. 

What  is  the  public,  the  ALL,  but  the  indivi¬ 
duals  taken  together,  who  mull  therefore  lhare 
in  one  common  undivided  fate  ?  it  is  here,  in 
the  body'-politic,  as  in  the  body-natural*  where 
the  whole  members  are  mutually  happy  or  mi- 
ferable.  A'  little  reflection  with  refpccl  to  our 
temporal  affairs-,  may  convince  us,  that  private 
happinefs  is  not  to  be  enjoyed  on  any  fure  and 
lading  foundation,  but  in  I'ubordination  to  the 
public  good.  Was  every  one  to  feek  his  own 
peace  and  quiet,  without  regard  to  that  of  his 
neighbour  j  was  every  one  to  purfue  his  parti¬ 
cular  deljgns  in  oppofition  to  the  general  inte- 
reft  j  how  miferably  fhould “every  one  find  him- 
felf  miflaken  ?  The  conteft  would  run  higher 
and  higher,  till,  as  one  obferves  in  another 
cafe,  it  terminated  in  a  War  of  all  men  againft 
ALL,  the  plain  confequence  of  which  would 
be  the  deflruCtion  of  ALL. 

A  man' may  indeed  advance  his  own  private 
intereft  for  a  while,  in  oppofition'  to  the  good 
of  the  fociety  of  which  he  is  a  member;  but 
fuxely  “  he  Hands  on  flippery  places*  and  may 
“  be  brought  into  defolation  as  in  a  moment*.” 
While  he  is  fufpeCling  no  harm*  fome  unfore- 
feen  event  cuts  off  his  future  hopes,' and  brings 
him  down  from  all  the  heights  of  his  imaginary. 

•'Idal.  liitii.  18.  19. 
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happinefs  •,  agreeable  to  the  Pfalmifls  obferva- 
tion,  “  :  havefeen  the  wicked  in  great  power,. 
‘*_and  fpreading  himfelf  like  a  green  bay-tree. 
*‘.Yet  he  palled  away,  and  io  he  was  not :  yea, 
“  I  fought  him,  but  he  could  not  be  found 
lie  cannot  always  deceive  the  injured  ;  they  be¬ 
gin  at  length  to  feel  their  fuftcrings,  and  lel-- 
d(^m  fail  to  make  fufficient  reprifais.  But,, 
jhould  he  efcape  punilhment  from  man,  there 
is. a  God  above  him,  who  fooner  or  later  wdll 
bring  him  into  judgement.  Death  opens 
palfage  to  that  awtul  hate,  wheie,  from  him 
“  v/ho  hath  made  fuch  a  bad  itfe  of  his  talents,. 
“  lhall  be  taken  even  that  which  he  hath  j” 
and  the  irreverlible  fentence  fhall  go  forth, 

Cart"  ye  the  wicked  fervant  into  utter  dark-, 
'‘,ncfs:  tliere  lhall  be  weeping  and  gnalliing  of. 
‘b'tecth  I'd’ 

On  the  contrary,  the  difintereded  friend  of 
mankind,  who  makes  every  one’s  concern  his 
own,  and  cbearfully  gives  up  pcrfonal  eafe  and: 
advantage  when  it  comes  in  competition  with-; 
the  general  good  :  how  blelTed  is  that  man  in 
the  excrcife  of  thofe  noble  and  generous  affec¬ 
tions,  which  yield  the  moft  refined  delight,  and 
inofl  exalted  pkafure  I  how  happy  in  the  tefti- 
suony  of  his  own  confcience,  which  to  him  is  a 
(  oniinualfeaft,  and  the  matter  of  his  rejoicing  !  ' 
and  liow  infinitely  more  happy  in  the  approba- 
ilop  of  one  greater  than  his  confcience,  the  fu- 
creme  Lord  and  Judge  of  the  whole  earth  ! 

'‘-rill',  sxsvii.  25.35.  f  Mauh,  xxv.  3,4 — 30. 
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Such  a  man,  the  friend  of  all,  is  beloved  and^ 
efteemed  by  all :  he  palTes  through  the  various 
fcenes  of  life  with  fafety  and  refpe<St ;  if  in 
offices  of  trufl,  he  holds  them  by  the  fureft 
tenure,  the  good-will  of  his  fellow-fubjeds : 
and  when,  as  to  this  world,  he  is  no  more,  his 
name  lhall  be  had  in  everlafting  remembrance  r 
and  my  audience  will  bear  me  witnefs,  that  our 
own  nation  hath,  of  late,  afforded  fome  very 
ffriking  examples  of  this  amiable  character. 

But,  if  his  lot  is  calf  in  the  worff  of  times,, 
when  he  mull  not  only  quit  with  the  comforts 
of  life,  but  lofe  even  life  itfelf  for  the  fake  of 
his  God  and  his  country  ;  he  fhall  find  it  in 
that  other  and  better  world,  where  God  com¬ 
mands  the  blelling,  even  life  forevermore  *. 

Having,  on  a  foniier  occalion  f,  illuflrated 
th  Is  branch  of  the  argument  at  greater  length  j, 
1  fhall  not  at  prefent  inlifl  farther  on  the  infe- 
parable  conneclion  between  public  and  private 
happinefs,  with  refpefl  to  our  temporal  affairs  : 
and  I  need  i'larce  fay,  how  much  our  fpiritual 
interefts  depend  on  the  profperity  of  Zion,  the 
church  of  God,  as  being  her  myfticai  children, 
and  members  of  the  fame  body,  who  imtft  ne- 
ccffiu  ily  fuftir  or  rejoice  with  one  another. 

“  That  the  haters  of  Zion  lhail  be  confound- 
ed  and  turned  back ;  and  fhall  be  as  grafs 
“  upon  the  houfe-tops,  which  withereth  afore 
“  it  groweth  up  ;  while  they  fhall  profper  that 

•  Muth  X  39 
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love  her  is  exprefsly  declared  in  holy 
writ,  and  (lands  confirmed  by  the  teilimony^* 
of  all  ages:  And  it  muft  be  fo":  for  if  God? 
loves  the  gates  of  Zion,  he  will  love  them  that 
love  her  ;  and  they  whom  God  loves,  muft  be 
happy. 

While  they  who  are  lukewarm  and  indiffe-- 
rent  in  the  caufe  of  Chrift,  are  reprefented 
by  the  facred  vvriters*as  objedts  of  the  divine 
difpleafure  f  ;  they  who  are  zealoully  afiedl- 
ed  towards  his  intereft,  are  confidered  as  the 
fpecial  objedls  of  the  divine  care  and  protec¬ 
tion  X  ;  his  peculiar  treal'ure,  in  whom  his  foul 
delighteth  ;  the  excellent  ones  of  the  earth, 

“  who  (hall  fee  the  good  of  his  chofen,  rejoice 
**  in  the  gladnefs'of  his  nation,  and  glory  w'ith 
**‘his  inheritance  ||.”  And  what  fliall  1  fay  of 
that  happincfs  and  felioity,  v/hich  awaits  fiich 
faithful' fervants,  when  welcomed  to  the  joy 
of  their  Lord  ?  If  in  that  day,  not  fo  much^ 
as  a  cup  of  cold  water  given  to  one  in  the 
name  of  a  difciple,  fhall  lofe  its  reward  ;  how 
inconceivably  great;  how  glorious  mufl  his 
reward  be,  who,  from  a  principle  of  love  to 
God  and  men,  hath  lived  and  died  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  God  and  men  !  For  him,  indeed,  is 
fown  a  joyful  light  in  the  Zion  that  is  above. 
And  there  he  “  fhall  fhine  as  the  brightnefs 
“  of  the  firmament,  and  as  the  ftars  for  ever 

and  ever  **.” 

/  Pfal.  cxxlx.  5.  tf.  cixii.  <5.  f  Zcch.  xii.  3.  Rev.  ij}.  i5. 

)  Ezck.  ix.  4.  Rev.  vii.  3.  p.  4; 

I.Pfal.  cvi.  5.  xcvii.  is>  Pan.  xii.  3. 
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Thefe  are  only  a  few  hints  of  what  might 
have  been  reprefented,  in  a  variety  of  parti¬ 
culars,  for  illuftrating  the  doctrinal  part  of> 
our  fiibie£t. 


SERMON  XVII. 


The  Subject  continued. 

By  Alexander  Webster,  D.  D. 

Psalm  cxxxvii.  5.  6. 

Jf  I  forget  thee,  0  Jerufalem,  let  my  right  hand 
forget  her  cunning. 

Jf  I  do  not  remember  thee,  let  my  tongue  cleave 
to  the  roof  of  my  mouth ;  if  I  prefer  not  Je¬ 
rufalem  above  my  chief  joy. 

WE  now  proceed  to  the  practical  im¬ 
provement  of  what  hath  been  faid  in 
the  preceding  difeourfe. 

I'he  diftreffed  circumftances  of  the  people 
and  church  of  God,  which  gave  rife  to  the  mo¬ 
ving  lamentation  in  the  verfes  preceding  our 
text,  ought  to  inlpire  us  with  the  mod:  lively 
fenfe  of  the  happinefs  we  in  this  nation  enjoy. 
The  Jews  were  exiles  from  their  native  coun¬ 
try,  under  the  opprefiion  of  a  cruel  arbitrary 
tyrant  :  we  are  the  fubjefts  of  the  beft  of 
kings,  enjoying  all  the  bleffings  of  Britilh  liber¬ 
ty.  They  were  banilhed  from  the  tabernacle, 
and  the  altar  of  God  ;  to  us  the  doors  of 
his  houfe  and  fanftuary  are  continually  o- 
pen.  They  w^ere  captives  in  the  land  of  an 
idolatrous  prince,  who  prohibited  their  folcmn 
alTemblles,  and  courts  of  judicature ;  but  we 
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are  this  day  to  meet  in  a  judicative  capacity, 
under  the  royal  countenance  and  appx'obation  j 
and  have  now  before  our  eyes  the  moft  con¬ 
vincing  proof,  with  how  much  propriety 
our  gracious  Sovereign  may  be  flyled  a  nur- 
iing  father  to  tliis  church. 

What  grateful  returns  might  have  been  ex- 
pecled  from  a  people  fo  highly  favoured  ! 
what  proper  improvement  of  fuch  invaluable 
privileges  !  But  alas  !  my  brethreoj,  how  have 
thefe  things  been  perverted  to  the  word  of 
purpofes'^  Hath  not  our  civil  liberty  been  abu- 
fed  by  the  moft  daring  licentioufnefs,  and  af¬ 
fronted  by  repeated  rebellions  ?  and  hath  npt 
our  religious  liberty  been  turned  into  an  occa¬ 
sion  of  propagating  atheifm  and  infidelity  ? 

The  contempt  of  the  glorious  gofpel  of 
Chrift  ;  the  negleft  of  divine  inftitutions  ;  the 
profanation  of  that  day,  facred  to  the  honour 
of  the  Picdeemer  ;  the  avowed  impiety  of  thofe 
who  have  caft  off  all  regard  for  God  and  reli¬ 
gion  *,  the  more  fecret  wickednel's  of  fuch  as 
have  at  beft  but  a  form  of  godlinefs,  while  de- 
ftitute  of  its  power  and  life  *,  the  want,  among 
too  many  of  the  profefied  followers  of  Chrift, 
of  that  fympathy,  that  love,  and  mutual  for¬ 
bearance,  which  is  the  diftinguiftiing  badge  of 
his  difciples  ;  the  angry  debates  and  warm  con- 
tefts,  the  animoftties  and  divifions,  which  rend 
and  diftra£l  even  the  friends  of  Jefus,;  and  in 
confequence  of  all  this,  the  withdrawings  of 
that  divine  Spirit,  whole  prefence  is  the  beauty, 
ihe  glory,  apd  die  all  of  a  Chriftian  church, — 
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are  mournful  proofs,  that  however' happy  and 
profperous  we  are  in  ri^fpefl  of  our  outward 
Rate  and  condition,  vital  religion  and  practical 
godlinefs  languhli  apace. 

In'faylng  this  much,  I  have  doubtlefs  fald 
nothing  that  can  be  denied  ;  and  God  is  my 
witnefs,  I  mean  not  to  indulge  a  cenforious 
humour ;  but  would  wifli  to  perfuade  the 
friends  of  religion  and  liberty,  how  much  thefe 
important  interefls  call  for  their  warmefl  zeal, 
.and  moft  Vigorous  endeavours ;  when,  “  by 
the  abounding  of  iniquity,  the  love  of  many 
vvaxeth  cold  '*y  and  all  men,  (as  Paul  fays  of 
“  his  times,  meaning  the  far  greater  part) 
“  feek  their  own,  not  the  tilings  which  are 
Chrift’s  t.” 

,  Suffer  then,  my  brethren,  the  word  ,  of  ex¬ 
hortation  ;  and  feeing  “  the  perilous  days  arc 
“  come,  in  which  men  are  lovers  of  their  own 
felves  X Jet  us  imitate  the  noble,  the  gene¬ 
rous  few,  who,  warmed  with  the  love  of  God, 
and  the  love  of  their  country,  prefer  Jerufa- 
lem  to  their  chicfeft  joy. 

And  here  let  it  be  obferved,  that  whatever 
arguments,  for  promoting  the  welfare  of 
mankind  in  general,  arife  from  the  laws  of  na- 
-ture  and  of  grace,  from  the  pracfice  and  wri¬ 
tings  of  the  prophets  and  apoflles,  from  the 
command  and  example  of  the  great  God  onr 
Saviour,  and  from  our  own  bell  interefls, 
■they  all  ftrongly  plead  for  the  prefervaticn 

•  Matth.  3xiv.  la.  f  Philip.  n..ai. 
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and  fupport  of  our  conftitution  in  particular, 
both  in  churcli  and  date,  as  the  great  means  of 
our  happiiiefs  in  this  world,  and  in  the  world 
to  come. 

The  excellency  of  our  civil  conftitution  will 
readily  be  admitted,  as  tlte  juft  mean  between 
abfolute  monarchy,  the  parent  of  tyranny  and 
oppreftion,  and  a  merely  popular  government, 
the  fource  of  anarchy  and  confufion  ;  a  con- 
ftitution,  by  which  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown,  and  the  rights  of  the  people,  are  mu¬ 
tually  fecured  and  duly  regulated  *,  a  conftitu- 
tion,  that  does  not  allow  the  fubjecf  wantonly 
to  rebel  on  every  atft  of  maleadminiftration, 
nor  oblige  him  tamely  to  fubmit  to  the  over¬ 
throw  of  its  fundamental  laws  ;  a  conftitution, 
wifely  calculated  to  promote  what  is  the  true 
original,  and  what  ought  to  be  the  end  of  all 
government,  the  fafety  and  happinefs  of  the 
whole  j  and,  I  may  add,  a  conftitution,  which 
provides  the  beft  fecurity  for  our  religious  as 
well  as  civil  liberty,  and  the  ftrongeft  bulwark 
againft  Popery,  that  myftery  of  iniquity,  and 
grand  corrupter  of  Chriftianity. 

With  refpedt  to  our  ecclefiaftical  conftitu¬ 
tion,  that  part  of  the  church  of  God  which  he 
hath  planted,  and  which  the  laws  of  the  land 
have  eftabliftied,  amongft  us,  1  may  be  allowed 
to  fay,  efpecially  from  the  place  where  I  have* 
now  the  honour  to  ftand,  that  it  deferves  the 
higheft  regard,  on  many  accounts,  as  a  church 
of  Chrift,  “  built  upon  the  foundation  of  the 
“  apoftles  and  prophets,  Jefus  Chrift  himfelf 
VoL.  II.  ^  S  "  being 
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“  being  the  chief  corner-done  *  as  a  Pro- 
teftant  church,  reformed  from  the  errors  and 
tyranny,  the  fuperftition  and  will-worfhip, 
which  fully  the  glory,  and  threaten  the  ruin, 
of  many  Chriftian  temples  -,  a  church,  whofe 
rights  and  privileges  have  been  handed  down 
to  us,  at  a  vafl:  expence  of  ti*eafure  and  of 
blood  ;  a  church  that  hath  been  long  the  pe¬ 
culiar  care  of  Heaven,  and  particularly  of  late 
years,  when  God  raifed  up  a  fecond  William, 
as  a  deliverer  upon  Mount  Zion  ;  and,  in  one 
word,  which  demands  the  particular  attention 
of  the  laity,  a  church,  my  brethren,  that  gives 
her  minifters  no  dominion  over  your  faith,  or 
your  confcience,  but  calls  them  to  be  “  the 
“  helpers  of  your  joy ;  not  to  lord  it  over 
“  God’s  heritage,  but  to  become  enfamples  to 
“  the  flock  ;  and  not  to  feek  yours,  but  you; 
“  warning  every  man,  and  teaching  every  man, 
in  all  wifdom,  that  they  .may  prefent  every 
man  perfe<ft-in  Chrift  Jefus  -f.” 

Such  is  the  natuix  of  the  Britifh  conditu- 
tion,  and  fuch  are  the  principles  of  the  church 
of  Scotland,  which  I  am  now  recommending 
to  your  efteem  and  regard  ;  and  had  I  been 
able  to  place  the  argument  in  its  true  and  pro¬ 
per  light,  every  heart,  methinks,  would  have 
fpoken  the  language  of  the  text :  Jf  I  forget 
thecy  0  Jenifaleniy  let  my  right  hand  forget  her 
.cunning  :  If  I  do  not  remejnber  theoy  let  my  tongue 

•  Epb.  ii.  ao, 

j  1  Cor.  i.  14.  1  Pet.  V.  3.  x  Cor.  iii.  14-  Col.  i.  18. 

C'onk'ff<  of  Faith,  chap.  ao.  §  a. 
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cleave  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth ;  if  I  prefer  not 
Jerufilcm  above  my  chief  joy. 

But  whatever  has  been  wanting  In  argument, 
will,  I  peiTuade  rnyfelf,  be  more  than  fupplied 
by  your  own  obfervation  :  it  therefore  only  re¬ 
mains,  that  I  befeech  and  obteft  all  within  thefc 
walls,  as  they  regard  the  honour  of  God,  thC 
glory  of  the  R.edeemcr,  the  happinefs  of  their 
fellow-creatures,  and  their  own  well-being,  to 
exert  their  utmofi:  endeavours  for  the  fupport 
of  our  civil  and  religious  interefts.  Embarked 
in  one  bottom,  fubjects  of  the  fame  kingdom, 
and  members  of  the  fame  church,  expofed  to 
common  dangers,  and  fearing  in  common 
privileges  ;  thus  united,  let  the  good  of  all  be 
the  firft  and  chief  care  of  all. 

The  laudable  zeal  of  the  legiflature  for  civi¬ 
lizing  the  highlands  and  iflands  j  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  Royal  Bounty  for  difFufing  the 
knowledge  of  Chriftianity  through  thofe  re¬ 
mote  corners  of  our  country  where  ignorance 
and  vice  have  long  had  their  feat ;  and  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  uncommon  attention,  fince  laft  rebellion, 
to  thefe  parts  of  his  united  kingdom,  which- 
has  been  followed  with  fo  great  fuccef?,  in  re¬ 
forming  many  old  abufes  *,  ought  to  infpire 

us 

•  The  dififledled  have  been  difarmed,  and  their  drefs 
changed;  the  heritable  jiirifditSlions  and  ward-holdings, 
wliicii  tended  to  opprefs  the  people,  arc  aboliflied  ;  cer¬ 
tain  forfeited  eflates  have  been  annexed  to  the  crown,  for 
increafing  tlic  number  of  pariflies,  and  encouraging  labour 
and  manufacture  ;  forts  are  built,  and  roads  made  through 
the  moft  inacccffiblc  places  of  the  north ;  which  will,  in 

G  g  i  time, 
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\is  with  a  noble  dcfire  of  imitating  his  paternal 
care. 

Thofe  of  my  audience  whom  God  in  his 
providence  has  raifed  to  fuperior  ftations  in 
]ife,  will  permit  me  to  rejoice  in  the  many 
happy  opportunities  afforded  them  of  promo¬ 
ting  the  public  good  :  firft,  by  their  accefs  to 
the  throne  itfelf,  and  their  influence  with  thofe 
at  the  helm  of  affairs,  who  can  build  up  what 
is  cafl;  down,  ftrengthen  what  is  weak,  and  con¬ 
firm  the  more  excellent  parts  of  our  conftitu- 
tlon  :  next,  by  their  own  example  in  paying 
-a  facred  regard  to  the  interefls  of  religion  and 
virtue,  of  which  the  many  blefled  effcs^s  would 
foon  be  univerfilly  felt  ;  and  laflly,  “  by  being 
“  rich  in  good  works,  ready  to  diftribute,  tvii- 
“  ling  to  communicate  of  the  abundance 
“  which  God  hath  given  them  But  of  this* 
the  moft  paflaug  hint  is  fdflicient,  while  I  fpeak 
to  thofe  “  who  have  clothed  the  naked,  fed 
“  the  hungry,  vifited  the  fick  and  the  father- 
“  lefs,  and  made  the  widow’s  heart  to  fing  for 
joy  f.”  Thrice  happy  they  who  have  thus 
made  to  themfelves  friends  of  the  riches  of 

time,  opea  a  way  to  traflSc  and  corrcrpondence  with  the 
more  fouthern  and  civilized  pacts  of  the  country  ;  and  of 
canfequence  will,  at  length,  become  the  happy  mean  of 
polifliing  the  manners  of  the  inhabitants,  of  refeuing  them 
from  thetr  prefent  flavifli  dependence  on  their  chiefs,  of 
banifliing  their  high  and  deftru^tivc  notions  of  claafliip, 
and  of  changing  their  language,  the  flrong  hold  of  igno¬ 
rance  and  lebeiiion. 


*  iTtm.  vl.  17  — 15. 


t  Job,  xxix.  13. 


Intcrefls  ot  Mankind  recommended.  3 

of  this  world.  Our  Saviour  himfelf  has  told 
them,  “  That  when  its  fails,  they  lhall  be  re- 
“  ceived  into  everlafling  habitations 

The  magiftrates  and  rulers  of  this  city,  need 
not  be  informed,  that  as  God’s  vicegerents  oit 
earth,  and  vefted  with  power  and  authority  for 
the  fafety  and  advantage  of  the  community, 
they  are  bound  to  rule  for  God,  and  the  good 
of  the  community ;  “  being  a  terror  to  evil- 
“  doers,  and  a  praife  to  them  that  do  well  t 
imitating  the  excellent  Mordecai,  who  fought 
“  the  wealth  of  his  people,,  and  fpoke  peace  to 
“  all  his  feed  f 

But  I  muft  not  forget,  my  Reverend  Fathers 
and  Brethren,  to  ftir  up  your  minds,  and  my 
own,  by  way  of  remembrancce,  that  as  fubje^ts 
of  the  moft  gracious  prince,  who  have  recei¬ 
ved  fo  many  marks  of  the  royal  favour,  we 
may  Ihow  the  highelf  zeal  for  his  iVlajefty’s  per- 
fon  and  government  ;  that  as  minifters  of 
Chrift,  and  I’ervants  of  the  moft  high  God, 
whom  he  hath  honoured  to  preach  the  gofpel 
of  his  Son,  we  may  count  nothing  too  dear,, 
not  even  life  itfelf,  for  the  fupport  and  advance¬ 
ment  of  his  kingdom  ||.  Unworthy  flaall  we 
be  of  this  glorious  charafler,  unlaithful  to  our 
truft,  ungrateful  to  the  beft  of  friends,  and 
altogether  unlike  our  great  Lord  and  Mafter, 
if  we  do  not  prefer  the  good  of  fouls,  and  the 
intereft  of  religion,  to  our  own  private  con¬ 
cerns. 

f  I  Pet.  ii.  14. 

H  A6is,  XX.  24. 

Wer 


•  Luke,  xvi.  ii. 
I  Either,  X.  3. 
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We  learn  both,  from  the  Old  and  New  To- 
fiament,  That  the  converhon  of  finners,  the. 

perfefling  of  the  faints,  and  the  edifying  of 
“  the  body  of  Chrift,  is  the  great  end  and  de- 
fign  of  our  inftitution  :  That  God  hath  fet 
“  us  as  watchmen  on  the  walls  of  our  Jerufa- 
“  lem,  to  watch  over  all  her  interefts,  and  to 
“  guard  her  againft  all  attacks  :  That  we  are 
“  appointed  ftewards  in  God’s  houfe,  to  diftri- 
bute  the  abundant  provilion  he  hath  prepa- 
**  red  for  his  people  ;  And  that  the  time  fall 
approaches,  when  we  muft  render  an  ac- 
“  count  ©f  our  ftewardfhip 

And  doth  it  not  highly  concern  us  to  have: 
thefe  impoi'tant,  interefting  truths,  deeply  im- 
^I'clTed  on  our  own  minds ;  that,  in  view  of  that 
?.ll-revcaling  day,  we  may  bs  animated  “  to  take 
heed  to  ouiTelves,  and  to  all  the  flock  over 
‘‘  which  the  Holy  Ghoft  hath  made  us  over- 
“  feers  ;  to  feed  the  church  of  God,,  which  he 
hath  purchafed  with  his  own  blood  f 
guarding  all  the  avenues  which  lead  unto  it, 
aaainft  thofe  who  would  make  merchandife  of 
fouls  j  calling  out  every  thing  that  offends  a- 
gainll  the  laws  of  Chrift  j  and  bearing  -with 
his  I'eal  fervants  who  differ  from  us  in  leffer 
matters  ;  fo  preaching,  and  living,  and  acling, 
as  we  lhall  wilh.  to  have  done  in  our  departing 
moments,  when  the  eternal  world  is  opening 
upon  us ;  “  that  when  the  chief  Shepherd 

•  Aifls,  xxvi.  i8.  Eph.  iv.  la.  .  If.  Ixii.  6.  i  Cor.  iv.  i, 
ntPet.  iv.  10.  Heb.  xiii.  17.  f  Ails,  xx.  i3. 
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**  fhall  appear,  we  may  receive  a  crown  of 
**  glory  that  fadeth  not  away  * 

Animated  with  this  glorious  profpeiSl,  and 
fired  with  the  noblell  zeal  for  God,  and  the 
happinefs  of  mankind,  let  us  prefer  Jerufalem 
above  our  chief  joy,  adopting  the  pious  refo- 
lution  of  dfaiah,  “  For  Zion’s  fake  will  1  not 
“  hold  my  peace,  and  for  Jerufalem’s  fake  I 
**  will  not  reft,,  until  the  righteoufnefs  thereof 
go  forth  as  brightnefs,  and  the  falvation 
**  thereof  as  a  lamp  that  burneth  f 

Time  forbids  a  particular  addrefs  to  the  o- 
tlier  characters  and  clafles  into  which  this  au* 
dience  might  be  divided  :  it  muft  fuffice  to  fay,„ 
that  the  private  Chriftian,  as  well  as  his  rulers 
and  teachers,  has  got  fomething  to  do  for  God 
and  his  church,  for  his  king  and  his  country. 

It  is  not  in  our  power,  (fays  one),  to  chufc 
“  the  fphere  in  which  we  firft  appear  in  the 
“  world.  It  may  not  be  in  our  power  fairly 
“  and  honeftly  to  rife  much  above  the  fphei'C 
in  which  we  firft  appeared.  If  any  can  do 
fo,  theylhould  proportionably  Ihine  accord- 
**  ing  to  their  elevation.  But  goodnefs  and  ufe- 
**  fulnefs  in  the  world,  muft  be  every  Chri- 
“  ftian’s  care.  Whether  high  or  low,  fomething 
“  may  be  done  for  God  and  man  ;  the  rich 
“  have  many  ways  wherewith  to  benefit  their 
“  fellow- creatures :  the  poor  may  be  rich  in 
“  grace ;  may  inftrudl,  advife,  and  diredi  thofe 
“  about  them  ;  may  glorify  God  by  their  faith, 
**  humility,  and  patience ;  and  may  do  good  to 

•  I.  Pet.  V.  4.  I  If.  Jiii,  I, 

(( 
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“  men  by  their  example,  and  by  prayer,  the 
“  inftituted  mean  of  obtaining  bleffings  for 
themfelves  and  others  i.  e.  In  one  word, 
every  one  may  advance  the  common  interelV, 
by  difcountenancing  vice,  “  the  ruin  and  re- 
“  proach  of  any  people  ;  and  by  promoting 
**  that  work  of  righteoufnefs,  which  exalteth  a 
“  nation,  the  effefl  whereof  fhall  be  quietnefs 
and  alTurance  for  ever  f 
Hearken  thenj  men,  brethren,  and  fathers^ 
to  what  the  Lord  our  God  requires  ;  that  all 
of  us,  in  imitation  of  our  Pfalmift’s  generous 
concern  for  the  church  and  nation  of  the  Jews^ 
may  feek  the  good  and  peace  of  our  Jerufa- 
lem,  with  the  greateft  hncerity  and  ardour,  e- 
fpecially  with  refpedl  to  its  religious  interefts. 
For  this  purpofe,  it  is  highly  neceflary,  that 
we  fhould  acquaint  ourfelves  with  our  Bibles, 
which,  as  you  have  heard,  contain  fuch  exalted 
fentiments  of  the  moft  generous  difinterefled 
goodnefs ;  which  not  only  recommend  the 
warmeft  zeal  for  the  temporal  and  eternal  in¬ 
terefts  of  men,  by  the  moft  amiable  precepts 
and  animating  examples  ;  but  clearly  point 
out,  how  every  one,  in  particular,  may  afl  his 
part  in  promoting  the  general  happinefs  and 
felicity. 

And  it  is  beyond  queftion  nereftary,  to  know 
the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  in  the  love  thereof  j 
to  have  an  experimental  knowledge  of  divine 
things  j  to  have  our  hearts  warmed  with  the 

•  Religion  of  Jefus  delineated, 
t  Pfov,  xiv.  34«  Xf.,xxxii.  i?**  -  - 
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love  of  God  and  of  goodnefs  *.  Till  religion 
be  rooted  in  the  heart,  it  cannot  poflibly  influ¬ 
ence  the  life  and  pra^lice  f.  That  man  who 
has  not  the  kingdom  of  God  within  him,  can 
have  no  real  concern  for  its  profperity  in  the 
world  without  him. 

It  is  equally  neceflary,  to  keep  upon  ouir 
minds  a  lively  fenfe  of  the  value  and  excellency 
of  the  feveral  parts  of  our  holy  religion  ;  care¬ 
ful  never  to  depart  from  the  foundation  j  not* 
to  loofe  one  flone  of  the  building,  perfuaded 
that  fucli  is  the  infeparable  connedlign  betv/een 
divine  truths,  that  if  the  firfi:  link  of  the  chain 
is  wrcfled  out  of  our  hands,  the  feeond  and 
third  will  follow  of  courfe. 

But  while  we  efteem  every  truth  precious, 
let  us  fee  to  it,  that  our  zeal  be  according  tO 
knowledge,  proportioned  to  the  value  and  im¬ 
portance  of  things,  and  condiuSted  with  that 
wifdom  and  prudence,  that  mceknefs  and  con- 
defcenfion,  which  fo  well  become  the  miniflers 
of  the  gofpel  of  peace,  and  the  followers  of  the 
Lamb ;  who  are  taught,  “  that  the  wrath  of 
**  man  worketh  not  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  :j:.” 

And  as  it  is  felf-evident,  tha.t  the  true  inte- 
reft  and  real  honour  of  a  Chriflian  church,  can 
only  be  promoted  by  a  fteady  regard  to  the 
laws  and  inftitutions  of  Chrift,  the  alone  king 
and  head  of  it,  we  would  do  well  to  take  care, 
that  the  doflrines  for  which  we  contend,  be 
the  faith  which  was  once  delivered  to  the 
faints  jj,  and  not  the  doctrines  and  command- 

*  Eph.  iv.  ii.  iThefT.  ii.  lo.  ijohn,  lii.  17. 

•J  Matth,  si!,  33. — 33.  f  James,  i.  jo.  3’ 
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ments  of  men left  when  we  would  appear  for 
God,  we  be  found  to  fight  againft  him,  and 
overthrow  that  very  church  which  we  mean 
to  eftablifh 

Again,  in  our  appearances  for  the  public  in- 
tereft,  every  one  ought  to  keep  within  his  owm 
fphere,  that  fphcre  in  which  divine  Providence 
has  placed  him.  As  in  the  natural  body,  fo  in 
the  body  politic  or  ecclefiaftic,  the  feveral  mem¬ 
bers  have  their  refpedlive  places  and  offices  af- 
figned  them,  and  cannot  intrude  upon  one  an¬ 
other,  without  breaking  the  harmony  and  en¬ 
dangering  the  fafety  of  the  whole.  Hence 
Paul  fuffers  us  not  to  roam  at  large,  but  ex¬ 
horts  “  every  man  to  abide  in  the  fame  calling 
“wherein  he  is  called  j-;”  and  to  a£l;  for 
God,  by  performing  the  duties  proper  to  his 
own  ftation,  according  to  the  talents  beftowed 
upon  him  J.” 

It  fliould  likewdfe  be  obferved,  that  having 
but  “  one  Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptifm,  one 
“  God,  and  Father  of  all,”  we  are  under  the 
ftrongeft  obligations  “  to  ftand  faft  in  one  fpi- 
“  rit,  with  one  mind,  ftriying  together  for  the 
“  faith  of  the  gofpel  j  endeavouring  to  keep  the 
“  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace  |1 
remembering,  on  the.  one  hand,  the  words  of 
our  Saviour  himfelf,  “  that  a  houfe  (ora  king- 
“  dom)  divided  againft  itfelf,  cannot  ftand  ** 
and,  on  the  other,  that  union  in  the  ways  of 
truth  and  righteoufnefs  fhall  become  both  our 

•  Matth.  XV.  6. — p.  Col.  ii.  i3. — ii.  A<Sts,  v.  3p. 

t  I  Cor.  vii.  10.  I  Rom.  xii.  4. — 8. 

I  Eph,  iv.  3.-5.  Philip.-  i.  a?.  •*  Matth.  xii.  aj. 
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glory  and  our  ftrength  ;  then  fhall  Jerufalem, 
as  a  city  compadlly  built  together,  withftand 
all  the  attacks  of  her  open  or  fecret  enemies, 
having  falvation  for  walls  and  bulwarks. 

Once  more,  if,  according  to  our  chara^ler 
and  circumftances,  we  would  imitate  the  Pfal- 
mift  in  the  text,  and  that  illuftrious  cloud 
of  witneffes,  whofe  zeal  for  the  Lord  of  hofts 
is  recorded  by  the  infpired  writers  with  fuch 
peculiar  marks  of  the  divine  favour  and  appro¬ 
bation  5  if,  like  them,  we  would  become  blef- 
fings  to  fociety,  and  fupports  to  the  church  of 
God  ;  we  mull  carefully  guard  againft  the 
“  fear  of  man,  which,  as  Solomon  tells  us, 

“  bringeth  a  fnare  Animated  by  that  di¬ 
vine  faith,  which  ^‘endures  as  feeing  him  who 
“  is  invifible  f ,  let  us  hold  faft  our  profeffion 
without  wavering,  let  us  quit  ourfelves  like 
“  men,  and  be  ftrong  Courage  and  refo- 
lution  will  be  found  of  the  laft  importance, 
while  we  are  employed  In  promoting  the  divine 
honour,  and  eftablifliing  the  kingdom  of  Chrift 
in  an  ungrateful  perfecuting  world ;  where  we 
may  be  called  to  fufFer  as  well  as  to  argue  for 
our  God,  and  mull:  be  ready,  not  only  to  be 
bound,  but  to  die  for  the  name  of  tfie  Lord 
Jefus.  ||. 

On  the  whole,  it  is  an  obfervation  of  divine 
authority,  verified  by  conflrant  experience, 

“  Except  the  Lord  build  the  houfe,  they  la- 
hour  in  vain  that  build  it :  except  the  Lord 

•  Prov.  xxix.  15.  f  Heb.  xi.  17. 

4  Heb., X.  3,3.  xCor,  xvi.  13.  jAcSts,  xxi.  13. 
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“  keep  the  city,  the  watchman  watcheth  but  in 

vain  I  befeech  you  therefore,  brethi'en, 
by  the  mercies  of  God,  and  for  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift’s  fake,  and  for  the  love  of  the  Spirit, 
that  ye  ftrive  together  in  your  prayers  to  God 
for  US,  that  the  fervice  which  we  have  for  Je- 
rufalera  may  be  acceptable  and  profitable  to  the 
faints  i  that  .our  gathering  together,  at  this 
time,  in  a  natlontil  aflembly,  may  be  with  joy 
by  the  will  of  God  ;  and  that  all  our  endea¬ 
vours  for  the  public  good  may  be  crowned 
with  abundant  fucQefs. 

“Ye  that  majee  mention  of  the  Lord,  keep 
“notfilence;  aqd  give  him  no  reft,  tillhee- 
“  ftahlifh,  and  till, he  make  Jerufalem  a  praife 
“  in  the  earth  f  lifting  up  your  hearts  with 
your  hands  unto  God  in  the  heavens,  pleading 
in  the  prevailing  name  of  .the  great  Mediator 
for  the  |)romife  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  “  until  the 
“  Spirit  be  poured  upon  us  from  on  high 
who  can  fpread  his  divine  influence  far  enough 
to  reclaim,  not  only  a  perverfe  guilty  nation  ||, 
but  is  able,  as  in  a  moment,  to  change  this 
prefent  feene  of  diforder,  of  fin  and  mifery, 
into  a  world  of  harmony,  of  righteoufnefs, 
and  peace. 

Then  ihall  true  religion  appear  in  its  genu¬ 
ine  glory  and  beauty  among  us,  and  “  the 
“  kingdoms  of  this  world  become  the  king- 
“  idoms  of  our  God,  and  of  his  Chrift  ** 
or,  as  it  is  elegantly  exprefled  by  Ifaiah  in  all 

•  Pfal.  cxxvii.  1.  f  If  liii.  6.  7.  1  Ibid,  xxxii.  15. 

S  Ibid.  Jxvi.  8. — ij.  **  Rev.  xi.  ij. 
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the  beauty  of  the  prophetic  language,  “  The 
“  wilderncfs  and  the  folitary  place  lhall  be  glad  i 
**  and  the  defert  ftiall  rejoice  and  blolTom  as 
“  the  role :  it  fliall  bloflbm  abundantly,  and 
“  rejoice  even  with  joy  and  linging  :  they  lhall 
fee  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  and  the  excellency- 
“  of  our  God  *.  For  the  Lord  lliall  comfort 
Zion  :  he  will  comfort  all  her  wafle  places, 
“  and  he  will  make  her  wildeimefs  like  Eden, 
“  and  her  defert  like  the  garden  of  the  Lord  f.’* 
And  in  that  day  it  lhall  be  faid  to  us,  as  to 
Judah  of  old,  “  Walk  about  Zion,  and  go 
“  round  about  her,  tell  the  towers  thereof  . 

mark  ye  well  her  bulwarks,  conlider  her 
“palaces;  that  ye  may  tell  it  to  the  genera- 
“  tions  following  :  for  this  God  is  our  God^ 
“  for  ever  and  ever ;  he  will  be  our  guide  even* 
unto  death  j;.” 

Now  unto  this  almighty  all-fufficient  God, 
v/ho  hath  been  our  dwelling-place  in  ail  gene¬ 
rations,  a  wall  of  fire  round  about  us,  and  the 
glory  in  the  midft  of  us  ;  unto  him  be  glory 
in  the  church,  by  Chrilf  Jefus,  throughout  all- 
ages,  world  without  end*  Amen. 

•  If.  xixv.  I  X.  I  If  H.  3. 
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•BOOKS  in  Divinity, 

Publiflied  and  Sold  by  James 
Di  G  K  s  o  N,  Edinburgh* 

FOLIO, 

Henry’s  Commentary,  fuperfine  paper,  large 
type,  in  6  vols.  L.  4,  10  s. 

Same  in  fecond  paper.  L.  3,  10  s. 

Henry  on  the  NewTeftament,  2  vols.  L.  i,  is, 
Burkit  on  the  New  Teftament.  L.  i. 

Pool’s  annotations,  2  vols.  L.  i,  10  s. 

The  Bible,  with  Oftervald’s  notes,  fuperfine 
paper.  L.  i,  2  s. 

Second  paper.  18  s.- 
Bofton’s  Works.  10  s.  6d, 


OCTAVO  et  infra. 

Doddridge’s  Family  Expofitor,  6  vols.  L.  i, 
16  s. 

Guyfe’s  Paraphrafe,  6  vols.  L.  i,  4  s. 
Pardovan’s  Colle^lions,  3  s.  6d. 

Sherlock’s  Sermons,  4  vols.  I2s. 
Atterbury’s  Sermons,  4  vols.  10  s. 
Tillotfon’s  Sermons,  10  vols.  L.  1,  53. 
Seed’s  Sermons,  and  Pofthumous  works, 
3  vols  9  s. 

Trail’s  Sermons,  3  vols.  6  s. 

Bennet’s  Chriftian  Oratory,  2  vols.  5  s, 
Butler’s  Sermons.  3  s. 

Carmichael’s  Sermons.  5  s. 

Boflion’s  Body  of  Divinity,  3  vols.  12  s. 
Fourfold  State,  is.  6d. 


Bofion’s 


OBavt  et  infra. 

Bofiion’s  view  of  this  and  the  other  world. 

2S. 

'  '  Chara^Vers  of  true  Believers,  z  s. 

- -  Chrihian  Life  2s 

— — —  view  of  the  Covenant  of  Works.  2  s. 

- —  of  Grace.  2  s. 

Brown’s  Scripture  Metaphors.  2  s. 

-  Church  Hiftory,  2  vols.  5,3. 

Synod  Catechifm.  2  s.  6  d. 

Hall’s  Contemplationsj  3  vols.  i2S.‘ 

Witfius  on  the  Covenants,  3  vols.  12  s,- 
Hervey’s  Works,  6  vols.  i8s. 

-■  • —  "  editations.  2  s..  6d! 

~ — —  Dialogues,  2  vols.  4  s. 

- -  Sermons  and  I'rads.  2  s.  6d* 

Watts’s  Hymns,  is.  6  d. 

— —  -  Plalms.  IS.  6d. 

- on  Prayer,  is.  6d. 

- Lyric  Poems.  2  s. 

Scougal’s  Works.  3  s. 

-  -  Life  of  God  in  the  Soul  of  Man.  is. 
Doddridge’s  Rife  and  Progrefs.  2  s.  6  d. 
Evan’s  Sermons  on  a  Chrihian  temper, 
2  vols.  5  s 

Grove  on  the  Lord’s  Supper,  is.  6  d. 

The  Works  of  the  Author  of  the  Whole 
Duty  of  Man,  4  vols.  10  s. 

Duty  of  Man.  as.  6d. 

Sherlock  on  Death,  2  s.  6  di 
—  ■  on  a  f  uture  State.  2  s.  6d. 

Stackhoufe’s  hiftory  of  the  Bible,  6  vols. 
Xi*  I,  y  s. 

Where  alfo  may  be  had  all  the  other  Theo¬ 
logical  Books,  the  beft  Editions,  and  in  fine 
binding. 
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